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PREFACE. 



1 HE being of GOD is reckoned the first, greatest, 
and most fundamental of all things that arc the objects of 
knowledge or belief ; and, next to that, must be reckoned the 
nature of that religion which God requires of us, and must be 
found in us, in order to our enjo\ing the benefits of his fa- 
vor : Or rather this may be esteemed of like Tmportance with 
the other ; for it in like manner concerns us to kiow how we 
may honor and please God, and be accepted of him, as it con* 
cems us to know diat he has a being. Tliis is a point of infi- 
nite consequence to every single person ; each one having to 
do with God as his supreme judge, who will fix his eternal 
state, according as he finds him to be with or xvithout true reli- 
gion. And this is also a point that vasdy conccnis the public 
interests of the Church of God. 

It is ver)' apparent that the want of a thorough disiinction in 
this matter^ through the defect either of sufficient discernment or 
care, has been the chief tiling that has o'.^scured, obstructed, 
and brought to a stand all rcm;u-kable revivals of religion v/hich 
have been since the beginning of the reformation ; the very 
chief reason why the most hopeful and pmmising beginnings 
have never come to any more than bcjnnninjjj ; being nipt in 
the bud, and soon followed with a great increase of stupidity, 
corrupt principles, a profane and atheisiiciil spirit, and the tri- 
umph of the open enemies of religion. And from hence, and 
from what has been so evident, from time to time, in divse lat- 
ter ages of the church, and fmm the small acquaintance I have 
with die history of preceding times, I cannot but riiinlc, that if 
the events, which have appeared from age to age, shoald be 
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carefully exanuned and considered, it would appear that it haa 
been thus in all ages ofthe Christian Church from the be^nning. 

They^ therefore, who bring any addition of light to this great 
subject. The nature of true religion^ and its distinction from 
aUcotmterfeitSy should be accepted as doing the greatest possi- 
ble service to the Church of God. And attempts to this end 
ought not to be despised and discouraged, under a notion that 
it b but vanity and arrogance in such as are lately sprung up 
in an obscure part ofthe worid,to pretend to add any thing on 
this subject, to the informations we have long since received 
from their fathers, who have lived in former times, in New- 
£ngland, and more noted countries. We cannot suppose 
that the Church of God is already possessed of all that light, in 
things of this nature, that ever God intends to give it ; nor that 
all Satan^s lurking-places have already been found out. And 
must we let that grand adversary alone in his devices, to en- 
snare and ruin the souls of men, and confoimd the interest of 
religion amongst us, without attempting to know any thing 
further of his wiles than others have told us, though we see 
every day the most fatal effects of his hitherto unobserved 
snarest for fear we shall be guilty of vanity or want of modes- 
ty, in attempting to discern any thing that was not fully ob- 
served by our betters in former times ; and that, whatever 
peculiar opportunides God gives us, by special dispensations 
of his providence, to see some things that were over-looked 
by them ? 

The remarkable things that have come to pass, in late times, 
respecting the state of religion, I think, will give every wise 
observer great reason to determine that the counterfeits of the 
grace of God's spirit are many more than have been general- 
ly taken notice of heretofore ; and diat, therefore, we stand in 
great need of having the^ certain and distinguishing nature and 
marks of genuine religion more clearly and distincdy set forth 
than has been usual ; so that the diiFerence between that and 
every thing that is spurious may be more plainly and surely 
discerned, and safely determined. 



PREFAtE. V 

As enquiries of this nature are very important and necessa^ 
ry in themselves, so they are what the present state of religion 
in New-England, and other parts of the British domnians^ 
do in a peculiar manner render necessary at this season ; and 
also do give peculiar opportunity for discoveries beyond what 
has been for a long time. Satan, transforming himself into an 
angel of light, has shewn himself in many of his artifices more 
plainly than onUnary ; and given us opportunity to see more 
clearly and exactly the cUfference between his operations,, and 
the saving operations and fruits of the spirit of Christ ; And 
we should be much to blame, if we did not improve such aa 
advantage. 

The author of the ensiung treatise has not been negligent of 
these opportuniues. He has not been an unwary or undis- 
ceming observer of events that have occurred these ten years 
past. From the intimate acquuntance with him, which I have 
been favored with for many years^ I have abundant reason to 
be satisfied that what has governed lum in this publication; is 
no vanity of mind, no affectation to appear in the world as an 
author, nor any desire of applause ; but a hearty concern for 
the glory of GOD, and the kingdom and interest of his Lord 
and Master, Jesus Christ : And, that as to the main things 
he here insists on, as belonging to the distinguishing nature 
and essence of true religion, he declares them, not only as be- 
ing satisfied of them, from a careful consideration of important 
facts, (which he has had great opportunity to observe), and ve« 
ry clear experience in his own soul ; but the most diligent 
search of the holy scriptures, and strict examination of the na« 
ture of thmgs ; and that his determinations concerning the 
nature of genuine religion, here exhibited to the world, have 
not been.setded and published by him without long considera^ 
tion, and maturely weighing all objections which could be 
thought of, taking all opportunities to hear what could be said 
by all sorts of persons against the principles here laid down> 
from time to time conversing freely and friendly with gentle- 
men in the Armiman scheme, having also had miuch acquaint- 
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ance, and frequent and long conversation with many of the peo^ 
pie called Separatists^ their preachers, and others. 

And I cannot but express my sincere wishes, that what is 
here written by this reverend and pious author, may be taken 
notice of, read without prejudice, and thoroughly considered: 
As I verily believe, from my own perusal, it will be found a 
discourse wherein the proper essence and distinguishing na- 
ture of saving religion is deduced from the first principles of 
the oracles of God, in a manner tending to a great increase of 
light in this infinitely important subject....discovering truth, 
and, at the same time, shewing the grounds of it, or shewing 
what things are true, and also why they are true..,.manifest- 
mg the mutual dependance of the various parts of the true 
scheme of religion, and also the foundation of the whole.... 
things being reduced to their first principles in such a manner, 
that the connection and reason of things, as well as their agree- 
ment with the word of God, may be easily seen ; and the true 
source of the dangerous errors concerning the terms of God's 
£a.vor and qualifications for heaven, which are prevailing at thid 
day, is plsunly discovered y shewing their falsehood at the ve- 
ry foundation, and their inconsistence with the very first prin* 
ciples of the religion of the bible. 

Such a discourse as this is very seasonable at tlus day : And 
although the author (as he declares) has aimed especially at 
the benefit of persons of vulgar capacity ; and so has not la- 
bored for such ornaments of style and language as might best 
8iut the taste of men of polite literature ; yet the matter or sub- 
stance that is to be found in this discourse, is what, I trust, 
will be very entertaining and profitable to every serious and 
impartial reader, whether learned or unlearned. 

JONATHAN EDWARDS. 

Northampton^ August 4, 1 750. 
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W E arc desi^^ned, by GOD our maker, for an endless existence. 
In this present life we just enter upon being, and are in a state introduc- 
tory to a never-ending duration in another world, where we are to be for- 
ever unspeakably happy, or nuserable, according to our present conduct. 
TbU is designed for a sute o£ probation ; and t6af, for a state of remardt 
9,nd punithmenu. We are now upon trial, and God's eye is upon us eve- 
ry moment ; and that picture of ourselves, which we exhibit in our con- 
duct, the whole of it taken together, will give our proper character, and 
determine our state forever. This being designed for a state of trial, 
God now means to try us, that our conduct, under all the trials of life, 
may discover what we are, and ripen us for the day of judgment ; whea 
God will judge every man according to his works, and render to every 
one according to hU doings. He does not intend, in the dispensations of 
his providence, to suit things to a state of ease and enjoyment, which is 
what this life is not designed for ; but to a state of trial : He puts men 
into trying circumstances of set purpose, and, as it were, contrives meth- 
ods to try them. One great end he has in view, is, that he may prove 
them, and know what is in their hearts. 

He did not lead the children of Israel directly from J^gypt to Canaan, but 
£rst through the Hed Sea, and then out into a wilderness, where there was 
neither water, nor bread, nor flesh ; and made them wander there forty 
years, that he might try tbern, and prove them, and kno^ v>hat naas in their 
hearts.... Dtut. viii. 2. So, when the christian religion was introduced in- 
to the world, it was not in such a way as men would have chosen, but in 
a manner suited to a state of trial. The Son of God did not come in 
outward glory, but in the form of a servant— not to reign as an earthly 
prince, but to die upon the cross : And his apostles made' but a mean ap- 
pearance in the eyes of the world ; and that sect was every where spoken 
aj^ainst, and persecuted ; and many were the stumbling-blocks of ihe 
times ; And these things were to try the temper of inanLiiid. And when 
-christian churches were erected by the indefatigable labors of St. Pail 
and others, that God might thoroughly try every heart, he not only suf- 
fered the wicked w^orld to rise in anni* against them, but also let Satan 
]oos«, to transform himself into an Angel tf Light, and, as it were, to in- 
spire, and tend forth his ministers, transfonued into the apostles of Christ, 
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to vent heretical doctrines, and foment strife and division. In the mean 
while, the secure and wicked world looked on, pleased, no doubt, to see 
their debates and divisions, and glsul they could have such a handle against 
Chriitiamty, and mo good a plea to justify their infidelity : And God de- 
lighted to have things under circumstances so perfectly well adapted to a 
»;ate of trial. He loved to try the apostles, to see how they would be af- 
•fected and act ; when not only Oxt world was in ajms against them, but 
many of their own convei^s turned to be their enemies too, by the influ- 
ence of false teachers. He loved to try private christians, to see how 
their hearts would be affected towards the truths of the gospel, and the 
true ministers of Christ, and towards their temporal interest, while the 
truths of the gospel were denied or perverted, and the true ministers of 
Christ despised and stigmatized by heretics, and their temporal interest 
exposed to the rage of a wicked, merciless world : Andhe loved to try hyp- 
ocrites, to see whether they would not renounce the truth they pretended so 
highly to value, and become disaffected towards the ministers of Christ they 
teemed so dearly to love, and follow false teachers, or fall off to the world. 

It is reasonable and fit, and a thing becoming and beautiful, that beings 
in a state of probation should be tried ; and God looks upon the present 
outward ease and comfort even of his own people, as a matter of no im- 
portance, compared with things spiritual and eternal. Eternity, with all 
Its importance, lies open to his view ; and time appears as a point, und 
all its concerns as things comparatively of no worth. If the wicked 
are in prosperity, and the righteous in adversity, or all things come alike 
to all, God is well pleased, because things of time are of so little impor- 
tance, and because such an administration of things is suited to a state of triaL 
Xhere will be time -enough hereafter for the righteous to be rewarded, and 
the wicked punished. In this view of things, we may, in a measure, un- 
dcrsund the darkest, and account for the most mysterious, dispensations 
of divine providence, and discern the wisdom of the divine government. 

It has doubdess appeared as a thing strange and dark to many pious 
persons, and occasioned not a little perplexity of mind, to observe what 
has come to pass in Ken-England since the year 1740.. ..That there should 
*bc so general an out-pouring of the spirit — so many hundreds and thou- 
sands awakened all over the country, and such an almost universal exter- 
nal reformation, and so many receive the word with joy ; and yet, after 
all, things come to be as they now arc : so many fallen a>vay to carnal 
security, and so many turned enthusiasts and heretics, and the country so 
generally sctdcd in their prejudices against experimental religion and the 
doctrines of the gospd, and a flood of Amnnianism and immorality, 
ready to deluge the land : but, as strange and dark as it may have seemed, 
yet doubdess if any of us had lived with the Israelites in the wilderness, 
or in the three first ages af ler Christ, or in the time of the reformation 



from Foperj^ the dispensations of Divine Providence would, upon the 
whole, have appeared much more mysterious than they do now. And 
yet those were times when God was doing glorious things for his Church. 
—And indeed, it has happened in our day, however strange it may seem 
to us, no otherwise than our Savior foretold it commonly would under the 
gospel dispensation, at least till Satan is bound, that he may deceive the 
nations no more. The tmaer goes forth to sow, and some seed falls hy the 
way-side, and some on stony, and some on thorny, and some en good 
ground ; and while he is sowing good seed, an enemy in the night, the 
devil, unobserved, sows tare9 : Now when the wn is up, /. e. when new 
times come on, and trials approach, the main of the seed is lost ; not only 
what fell by the way-side, but also what fell on the stony and thorny 
ground. And when the good ground is about to bring forth fruit, the (are* 
begin to appear too.... Jlfaf. xiii. Thus it has always been. — This is a state 
of trial, and God has permitted so many sad and awful things to happen 
in times of reformation, with design to prove the children of men, and 
know what is in their hearts. • 

The young people almost all over Nevi-JSngland professed they would 
for ever renounce youthful vanities, and seek the Lord. ** Well," God, 
in' the course of his Providence, as it were, says, "I will try you.** 
Seeming converts expressed great love to Christ, his truths, and ministers, 
and ways ; " Well," says God, " I will try you.'* Multitudes, being 
enemies to all true religion, longed to see the whole reformation fall into 
disgrace, and things return to their own channel ; and they sought for 
objections and stumbling-blocks : ** Well," says God, " You may have 
*' them, and I will try and see how you will be affected, and what you 
•* will say, and whether you will be as glad when the cause of my Son 
•* is betrayed by the miscarriages of those that profess to be his friends, 
•* as the yems of old were, when my Son himself was betrayed into their 
hands by yudat." Thus God means to try every one. 

A compassionate sense of the exercises, which godly persons, especial- 
ly among common people, might be under, in these evil days, while some 
are fallen away, and others are clapping their hands and rejoicing with 
all their hearts to see Zion laid waste ; while Anniniant are ^ossing their 
scheme, and appealing to reason and common sense, as though their 
principles were near or quite self-evident to all men of thought and can- 
dor ; and while enthtuiastt are going about as men inspired and immedi- 
ately sent by the Almighty, pretending to extraordinary sanctity, and hold 
in it that they are so holy in themselves, and so entirely on the Loi-d's 
side, that all godly people must, and cannot but see as they do, and full 
in with them, unless they are become blind, dead and cai*nal, and gotten 
back into the world; a compassionate sense, I F.ay, of tlie exerciser, of 
Blind, which pious persons among common pc4>plc might have, in sui^h a 

B 
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trying situation of Tnitigs, vris the first motive which excited •»€ to enter 
upon this work, which I now offer to the public : And to make divine 
truths plain to such, and to strip ^rror naked before their eyes, that they 
might be established, and comforted, and quickened in their way heaven- 
ward, was the end I had in .view : and, accordingly, I have labored very- 
much to adapt myself to the lowest capachies, not meaning to write a 
book for the learned and potite, but- for common people, and especially 
for thote who. are godly among tlicm. 

To these, therefore, that they «nay read what I have written with the 
greater profit, I will offer the^ two directions : 

1. Labor after determinate idea* of God, and a ierue ^'hi» -infinite 
^lorj. This will spread a» light over .all the duties and doctrines of 'reli- 
gion, and help you to understand the law and the gospel, and to pry into 
the mysteries, and discern the^beauties, of the divine govemnoent. By 
Tiiuch the greatest part of what I have written, besides shewing w^hat 
God is, consists in "but 40 many propositions <leduced from the divine 
perfections. Begin here, . therefore, and learn what God is, and then 
what the ifiora/ /oo is ; and this will help you to understand what our 
ruin is, and what the way of our recovery by free grace through J-ssvs 
Christ. The Bible is designed for rational creatures, and has -God for 
its author ; and you may therefore depend Upon it, that it -contains a* 
scheme perfectly rational, divine and glorious ; and the pleasure of divin#^ 
knowledge will a tliousand times more than'recompence all your readings 
study and pains : only -content -not yourselves- with a .general superficial 
knowledge, hut enter thoroughly into- things. 

2. Practice, a* teell at read. The -end of reading and kncwledge is 
practice : and holy practice will help you to understand what you read. 
Low God HX'itb all your heart, and your neighbor a* yourself f^znd you cannot 
but understand me, while, in the first Discourse, I shew what is implied 
in these two groat commands : and practice repentance towards God, 
and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ ; and the second Discourse, 
which treats of the nature of the gospel, and a genuine con\pliance there- 
with, will naturally become plain and easy : and while you daily study 
divine truths in your heads, and digest them well in your hearts, and 
practice them in your lives, your knowledge and holiness will increase, 
and God's word and providence be better understood, your perplexing: 
difficulties wiU be more sol^d, and you be established, strengthened and 
comforted, in your way heaven-ward ; and your light shining before 
men, they will see your good works, and your Father which is in Heaven 
will be glorified. — All which arc the hearty desire and prayer of 

Your Servant in Jesus Christ, 



Betblem, April 25, 1750. 



JOSEPH BELLAMY. 



Crue Eeligiou HcUneateH. 



DISCOURSE I. 



•MEWrKG THE NATURC Or THE DIVINE LAW, AND WHEREIN 
CONSISTS A REAL CONPORMITY TO IT. 



MAT. XXII. 37,38,39,40. 

j€9U9 taid unto him, Tbou tbalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Beart, and 
wtb all thy soul, and vtith all thy mind....TbU is the first and great cutn- 
niandinent....And the second is like unto it. Thou shalt love thy neighbor a^ 
thyself.,.. On these tv»o coniinanduieHts hang all the lau) and the prcpltts. 



THE INTRODUCTlOl^. 



Ti 



RUE religion consists in a conformity to the law of 
God, and in a compliance with the gospel of Christ. The re- 
Ilgibn of innocent man consisted only in a conformity to the 
law — ^the law of nature, with the addition of one positive pre- 
cept : he had no need of" gospel-grace. Bat when man lost 
his innocency, and became guilty and depraved — when he fell 
under the wrath of God and power of sin, he needed a redeem- 
er and a sanctifier ; and in the gospel a redeemer and a sanc- 
tifier are provided, and a way for our obtaining pardoning mer- 
cy and sanctifying grace is opened — a compliance with which 
does now, therefore, become part T>f the religion of a fallen 
creature. Now, if we can but rightly understand the tet;, and 
rightly understand the gospel^ we may easily see wherein a 
conformity to- the one, and a compliance with the other, does 
consist ; and so what true religion is. 

For the present, let us take the law under consideration. — 
And it will be proper to enquire into these following particu- 
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lars : — J. What duty docs God require of us in his law ? — 2» 
From what motives must that duty be done ? — 3. What is that 
precise measure of duty which God requires in his law ? And 
a short, but very clear and plain answer to all these questions 
we have before us in our text ; which is the words of our blessed 
Savior, and in which he does upon design declare what the sum 
and substance of the law is. He had a question put to him in these 
words : ^' Master, which is the great commandment in the 
law ?" To which he answers — ^^ Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, &c. ; this is the first : The second 
is like unto it. See.'' The ten commandments are summed up 
in these two ; and every duty enjoined in the law, and incul- 
cated in the prophets, is but a deduction from these two, 
in which all are radically contained. A thorough under- 
standing of these two will therefore give us an insight into 
all. Let us now, therefore, begin with taking ihe^rst of these 
into particular consideration. — Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy hearty &c....Here is — 1. The duty required, 
viz. hoe to God. — 2. The grounds and reasons of the duty in^ 
Um2ited....Because he is the Lord our God. — 3. The measure of 
duty required.... fTiVA all thy hearty &c. 

In dbcoursing upon these words, I will therefore endeavor 
to sli^w, 

I. What is implied in love to God. 

IL From what motives we are required to love him. 

IIL What is the measure of love which is required. 

^ SECTION I. 

SHEWING WHAT IS IMPLIED IN LOVE TO GOD. 

I. I am to shew what is implied in love to God^ 
And 

1. A true knowledge of God IS implied ; for this lays tlie foun- 
dation of love. A spiritual sight of God, and a sense of his 
glony and beauty, begets love. When he that commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness, shines in our hearts, and 
gives us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God ; and 
when we, with open face, behold, as in a glass, the glory of the 
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Lord, then we are changed into the same image : the temper 
and frame of our hearts become like God's : (to speak after 
the manner of men) we begin to feel towards God, in a meas- 
ure, as he does towards himself ; i. e. to love him with all our 
hearts....II Cor. iii. 18. & iv. 6, For now we begin to perceive 
the grounds and reasons of that infinite esteem he has of him- 
self^ and infinite complacency in himself, and why he commands 
all the world to love and adore him : And the same grounds and 
reasons which move him thus to love himself, and command all 
the world to do so too, do enkindle the divine flame in our hearts^ 
When we see God, in a measure, such as he sees himself to be, 
and have a sense of his glory and beauty in being what he is, in 
a measure, as he himself has, then we begin to love him with 
the same kind of love, and from the same motives, as he himself 
does ; only in an infinitely inferior degree. This sight and sense 
of God discovers the grounds of love to him : We see why he 
requires us to love him, and why we ought to love him — how 
right and fit it is ; and so we cannot but love him. 

This true knowledge of God supposes, that, in a measure, 
we see God to be just such a one as he is ; and, in a measure, 
have a sense of his infinite glory and beauty in being such. 
For if our apprehensions of God are not right, it is not God 
we love, but only a false image of him framed in our own 
fancy.* And if we have not a sense of his glory and beauty 

• How false and dangerous, therefore, is that principle, " That it is no 
matter what men's principles are, if their lives be but good." — Just as if 
that external conformity to the law might be called a gofd life, which 
does not proceed from a genuine love to God in the heart : or just as if 
a man might have a genuine love to God in his heart, without having 
right apprehensiotis of him !...or just as if a man might have right appre- 
hensions of God, let his apprehensions be what they will ! Upon thig 
principle. Heathens, yexvs, and MaLotnetans, may be saved as well as 
• Cbrittiant. And, upon this principle, the heathen nations need not much 
trouble themselves to know which is the right God among all the gods 
that arc worshipped in the world'; for it is no matter wA/ci> God t\ity think 
is the true, if their lives are but good. — But why has God revealed him- 
self in his word, if right apprehensions of God be a matter of such indif- 
ference in religion ? and why did St. Paul take such pains to convert the 
heathen nations to Christianity, and so much fill up his epistles to them 
afterwards with doctrinal poinUt and be so strenuous as to say, ** If an an- 
gel from heaven should preach any other gospel, let him be ACcrR- 
&ED," if right apprehensions of God, and right principles of religion be a 
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in being what he *is, it is impossibfe we should truly love 
and esteem him for being such; To love God for being wh^t 
he is, and yet not to have any sense of his glory and beauty in 
being such, implies a contradic^on- ; for it supposes we have 
a sense of his glory and beauty wh«n we have not : a sense of 
the beauty and amiableness of any object being always neces*^ 
•arily implied in love to it. Where no beauty or amiableness 
is seeivthere can be no love. * Love cannot be forced. Forced 
love is no love. If we are obliged to try to force ourselves to 
love any body, it is a sign they arc very odious in our eyes, or 
^t least that we see no beauty or amiableness in them, no 
form or comeliness, wherefore we should desire or delight iii 
tbem...X'an^. viii. T. In all cases, so far as we see beauty, so- 
far we love, and no farther. 

Most certainly that knowledge of God which is necessary- 
to lay a foundation of genuine love to Tiim, implies not only 
rightapprehensions of what he is,- but also a sense of his glory 
and beauty in being such ; for such a knowledge of God as 
consists merely in sfecuhtionj let it rise ever so high, and be 

matter of such indifference ? — It is strange that such a nation should bo 
ever once mentioned by any that pretend to be Christians, since it is sub- 
versive of the whole Christian-religion : making Cbrhttanity no safer a way 
to heaven than Paganim : Yea, such a principle naturally tends to maka 
all those who imbibe it leave lane to God aad faith in Christ out of their 
religion, and quiet themselves with a mere empty form of external duties r 
Or, in other words, it tends to make them leave the lam and the gospel out 
of their religion, and quiet themselves with mere heathen morality ; for a 
man cannot attain to love to God void faith in Christ, without right appre- 
Jbensions of God and Christ : Or, in other words, a? man cannot attain to & 
real confontiity to the law, and to a genuine compliance with the gospel; 
unless his principles respecting the law and gospel are right : but a man 
may attain to a good life, externally^ let his apprehensions of God and 
Christ, of loKj and gospel, and all his principles of religion, be what they 
will. Let him be a heathen, or Jew, a Mahometan, or Christian ; yea-, 
if a man be an Atheist, he may live a good life externally ; for any man 
has sufficient power to do every external duty ; and it is many times much • 
to men's honor and worldly interest tg appear righteous outwardly brfbrt 
f^tf /!.... Mat. xxiii. 28. 

N. B. What is here said, may, whh a little alteration, be as well appli- 
ed to some other sorts of men. So the Moravians say ** They care not 
what men's principles are, if they do but love the Savior." So,.in Nc^^- 
England, there are multitud*s who care little or nothing wliat doctrines 
men believe, if they are but full of flaming zeal. Just as if it were no 
matter what kind of Savior we frame an idea of. if we do but love kim i 
hoi what we are zealous about, if we are but flaming uo r. 
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«ver 80 clear, will never move lis to love him. Mere specula- 
tion, where there is no sense of beaut}% will no sooner fill the 
heart with love, than a looking-glass will be filled with love by 
the image of a beautiful countenance, which looks into it : and 
a mere speculative knowledge of God, will not, cannot, beget 
a sense of lus beauty in being what he is, when there is naturally 
no disposition in our hearts to account himgloriousin being such, 
but wholly to the contrary. Rom. viii. 7.«^ The carnal mindis eru» 
mity against God. When natures are in perfect contrariety, 
(the one sinful, and the other holy,) the more they are known 
to each other, the more is mutual hatred stirred up, and their 
entire aversion to each other becomes more sensible. The 
more they know of one another, the greater is their dislike, and 
the plainer do they feel it.«^DoubtIess the fallen angels have 
a great degree of speculative knowledge ; they hare a very dear 
sight and great sense of what God is : but the more they know 
of God, the more they hate him : i. e» their hatred and aver* 
sion is stirred up the more, and they feel it plainer. So, awa- 
kened sinners, when under deep and thorough conviction, have 
comparatively a very clear sight and great sense of God ; but 
it only makes them see and feel their native enmity, which be- 
fore lay hid. A sight and sense of what God is, makes them 
see and feel what his law is, and so what their duty is, and so 
what their sinfulness is, and so what their danger is : It makes 
Utit commandment come, and so sin revives^ and they die,.*. Rom. 
vii. 7, 8, 9. The clearer sight and the greater sense they have 
of what God is, the more plainly do they perceive that perfect 
contrariety between his nature and their's : their aversion to 
God becomes discernible : they begin to see what enemies 
they are to him : and so the secret hj'pocrisy there has been in 
all their pretences of love, is discovered — and so their high con- 
ceit of their goodness, and all their hopes of finding favor in the 
si^ of God upon the account of it, cease, die away, and come 
to nothing. *SVn revived^ and I died. The greater sight and 
sense they have of what God is, the plainer do they feel that 
they have no love to him ; but the greatest aversipn : for the 
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more they know of God, the more their nauve enmity is stirred 
up. So, again, as soon as ever an unregenerate, sinner enters 
into the world of spirits, where ht has a much clearer sight 
and greater sense of what God is, immediately his native en- 
mity works to perfection, and he blasphemes like a very devil : 
and that although perhaps he died full of seeming love and joy* 
As the Gahtiansj who once loved Pmil^ so as that they could 
even have plucked out their eyes and given them to him ; yet, 
when afterwards they came to know more clearly what kind of 
man he was, then they turned his enemies : And so, finally, all the 
wicked, at the day of Judgment ,when they shall see very clear- 
ly what God is, will thereby only have all the enmity of their 
hearts stirred to perfection. — From all which it is exceedingly 
manifest that the clearest speculative knowledge of God, is so 
iar from bringing an unholy heart to love God, that it will only 
stir up die more aversion ; and therefore that knowledge of 
God which laj-s the foundation of love, must imply not only 
right apprdiensions of what God is, but also a sense of his glo* 
ry and beauty in being such.* 

Wicked men and devils may know what God is, but none 
but holy beings have any sense of his infinite glory and beaut}^ in 
being such; yAiich sense^ in scripture-language, is called ^mw^ 
and knowing. I. John iii. 6. Whosoever sinneth^hath not seen - 
A/m, neither knorvn him. III. John, ver. 11. He that doth evil 
hath not seen God. I. John ii. 4. He thatsaith^ Ikncnv him^ 
andkeepcth not his commandments^ is a liar^ and the truth is not 

• I grant, that if all our enmity against God arise merely from our 
conceiving him to be our enemy, then a manifestation of his love to our 
louls will cause our enmity to cease, and bring us to love him ; nor will 
there be any need of a sense of the moral excellency of his nature to pro- 
duce it ; and so tlicre will be no need of the sanctifying infiutnccs of the 
holy spirit. A manifestation of the love of G»d to our souls will effectu- 
ally change us.... and thus a man may be under great terrors from a sense 
of the wrath of God, and may see the enmity of his heart in this sense;, 
and may afterwards have, as he thinks, great manifestations of the lov« 
of God, and be filled with love and joy j and after all, never truly see the 
plague of his own heart, nor have his nature renewed : and a man's having 
experienced such a false conversion, naturally leads him to frame wrong 
notions of rclig^ion, and blinds his mind again.st the truth. Many of the 
Atitinomian principles take rise from ihiu quarter. 
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in him. Becaiise wicked men have no sense of his glory and 
beauty, therefore they are s^d not to know God : For all 
knoidedge without this is vain ; it is but the form of knowledge 
....Rom. ii. 20. It will never enkindle divine love. And» in 
scripture, sinners are said to be bUnd^ because, after all dieir 
light and knowledge, they have no sense of God's glory in be- 
ing what he is, and so have no heart to love him. And hence 
also they are said to be dead. They know nothing of the in- 
ef&Ue glory of the divine nature, and the love of God is not 
in them....y0An v. 42. and viii* 19, SS. 

2. Another thing implied in love to God is esteem. Esteen^ 
strictly speaking, is that hig^ and exalted thought of, and value 
for, any thing, which arises from a sight and sense of its own 
intrinsic worth, excellency and beauty. So, a sense of die infi* 
nite dignity, greatness, glory, excellency and beauty of the 
most high God, begets in us high and exalted thoughts of him, 
and makes us admire, wonder and adore. Hence, the heaven* 
ly hosts fell down before the throne, and, under a sense of his 
ineffable glory, continually cry, Hoiy^ hokf, hok/, Lord God Al* 
mighty^ the whale earth isJuU of thy glory. And 'Saints here 
below, while they behold, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord,, 
are ravished ; they esteem, diey admire, they wonder and 
adore ; and, under some feebler sense of the ineffable glory of 
die divine nature, they begin to feel as diey do in heaven, and 
to speak their language, and say, ^^ Who is a God like unto 
thee ! thy name alone is excellent, and diy glory is exalted 
above the heavens." 

This high esteem of God disposes and inclines the heart to 
acquiesce, yea, to exult, in all the high prerogatives God as- 
iumes to himsel£ 

God, from a consciousness of his own infinite excellency, his 

enure right to and absolute authority over all tilings, is dispos- 

ed to take state to himself, and honor and majesty, the king- 

dom, the power and the glory ; and he sets up himself as tlie 

most high God, supreme Lord and sovereign Governor of the 

whole world, and bids all worlds adore him, and be in a moat 

r 
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perfect subjection to him, and that with all their hearts ; and 
esteems the wretch, wlio does not account this his highest hap- 
piness, worthy of eternal damnation. God thinks it infinitely 
becomes him to set up himself for a God, and to command all 
the world to adpre him, upon pain of eternal danmation. He 
thinks himself fit to govern the world, and that the throne is his 
proper piaca, and that all love, honor and obedience are his due. 
f*' I am the Lord, (says he) and.besides me there is no God. 
^^ I am the Lord, that is my name, and my glory will I not give 
^ to another. And thus and thus shall ye do, for I am the 
*} Lord. And cursed be every one that continues not in all 
^^ things written in the book of the law to do them.'* Now it 
would be infinitely wicked for the highest angel in Heaven to 
assume any of this honor to himself ; but it infinitely becomes 
the most high God thus to do. And when we see his infinite 
dignity, greatness, glory and excellency, and begin righdy to 
esteem him, then his conduct, in all this^ will begin to appear 
infinitely right and fit, and so infinitely beautiful and ravishing, 
and wortliy to be rejoiced andexulted in. Psalm xci. U...The 
lord reignethy Jet tl^e earth rejoice : let t/ie multitude of the isles 
be^lad thereof. 

And a sight and sense of the supreme, infinite glorj' and ex- 
cellency of the divine nature, will not only make us glad that he 
is God, and KiNG,and Governor ; but also exceedingly glad 
that we live under his government, and are to be his subjects 
and servants, and to be at his disposal.... It will shew us the 
grounds and reasons of his law... how infinitely right and fit it is 
that we should love him with all our hearte, and obey him in 
every thing ; how infinitely unfit and wrong the least sin is, and 
how just the threatened punishment : and, at the same time, it 
will help us to see that all the nations of the earth are as a drop 
of the bucket, or small dust of the balance, before him ; and 
tliat we ourselves aie nothing and less than nothing in his sight. 
So that a right sight and sense of the supreme, infinite glory of 
(iod, will make us esteem him, so as to be glad that he is on 
the dironc, and we at his footstool.... that he is king, and we his 
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tubjects...that he rules and reigns, and that we are absolutely 
in subjection, and absolutely at his disposal. In a word, we 
shall be glad to see him take all that honor to himself which he 
does, and shall be heartily reconciled to his government, and 
cordially willing to take our own proper places ; and hereby a 
foundation will begin to be laid in our hearts for all things to 
come to rights. Job xlii. 5, 6.... Iliave heard of thee by the hearm 
ing of the ear : hut now mine eye seeththee. Wherefore I ab^ 
hor myself and repent in dust and ashes. Isa. ii.. ll...The lofty 
looks of man shall be humbled^ and the haugjitiness of man shall 
be brought down^ and the Lord alone shall be exalted»,.,And that 
all this is impfied in a genuine love to God, not only the reaf 
son of the thing and the plain tenor of scripture manifest, 
but it is even self-evident ; for if we do not so esteem God as 
to be thus glad to have him take his place, and we ours^ it argues 
secret dislike, and proves that tliere is secret rebellion in our 
hearts : Thus, therefore, must we esteem the glorious God, or 
be reputed rebels in his sight. 

3. Another thing implied in love to God may be called be* 
nevoknce. When we are acquainted with any person, and he 
appears very excellent in our eyes, and we highly esteem him, 
it is natural now heartily to wish him well ; we are concerned 
for his interest ; we are glad to see it go well with him, and 
sorry to see it go ill with him ; and ready at all times chearfiil- 
ly to do what we can to promote his welfare. Thus Jonathan 
felt towards David : and thus love to God will make us feel to- 
wards him, his honor and interest in the world. When God 
is seen in his infinite dignity, greatness, glory and excellency, 
as the most high God, supreme Lord and sovereign governor 
of the whole world, and a sense of his infinite worthiness is 
hereby raised in our hearts, this enkindles a holy benevolence, 
the natural language of which is. Let God be glorified....FsDim 
xcvi. 7, 8. And be thou exalted^ God, above the heavais : let 
thy glory be above all the earth....Fs3\m Ivii. 5, 11. 

This holy disposition sometimes expresses itself in earnest 
hngings that God woidd ^orify himself, and honor his greut 
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the Loid forever — to walk in all his ways, and keep all his com* 
mands, seeking his glory : For if we desire that God may be 
glorified, we shall naturally be dbposed to seek his glory. A 
sight and sense of the infinite dignity, greatness, glory and ex* 
cellency of God, the great creator, preserver and governor of 
the world, who has an entire right unto, and an absolute author- 
ity over all things, makes it appear infinitely fit that all things 
should be for him, and him alone ; and that we should be en- 
tirely for him, and wholly devoted to him ; and that it is infi- 
nitely wrong to live to ourselves, and make our own interest 
our last end. The same views which make the godly earnest- 
ly long to have God glorify himself, and to have all the world 
join to give him glory, thoroughly engage them for their parts 
to live to God. After David had called upon all others to bless 
the Lord, he concludes with, Bless the Lordj my soul : And 
this is the language of heaven — Rev. iv. 11.... Thou art worthy^ 
Lcrd^ to receive glory ^ and honor ^ and power : For thou host- 
created all things, and for thy pleasure they are^ and were crea^ 
ted. And it was their maxim in the Aposdes' days, Whether 
they ate or drank, or whatever they did, all must be done to the 
glory of God....! Cor. x. 31. And it was their way, not to Uve 
to themselves, but to the Lord.,..ll Cor. v. 15 : Yea, Whether 
they lived, to live to the Lord ; or whether they died, to die to the 
Lord....Rom. xiv. 7, 8. This was what they commended.... 
Phil. ii. 20, 21. And this was what they enjoined, as that, in 
which the very spirit of true religion consisted,...£/^A. vi. 5, 6, 
7. — ^I Cor. vi. 20. — Rom. xii. 1. & vii. 4. 

All rational creatures, acting as such, are always influenced 
by motives in their whole conduct. Those things are always 
the most powerful motives, which appear to us most worthy of 
our choice. The principal motive to an action, is always the 
ultimate end of the action : Hence, if God, his honor and inte- 
rest, appear to us as the supreme good, and most worthy of our 
choice, then God, his honor, and interest, will be the principal 
motive and ultimate end of all we do. If we love God su- 
premely, we shall live to him ultimately ; if we love him with 
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•all our hearts, we shall serve him with all our souls : Just as, 
on the other hand, if we love ourselves above all, then self4ove 
will absolutely govern us in all things ; if self*interest be the 
principal motive^ then self-interest will be the last end, in our 
whole conduct : Thus, then, we see, that if God be highest in 
esteem, then GoiTs interest will be the principal motive and the 
last end of the whole conduct of rational creatures ; and if ^^ 
be the highest in esteem, then self4nterest will be the principal 
motive and last end : And hence we may observe, that where 
self-interest governs men, they are considered in scripture as 
serving themsehes»...Hos. x. 1. — Zee. vii, 5, 6. And where 
CocPs interest governs, they are considered ^s serving the Lord 
...•II Cor. V. 15. — rGal. i. 10. — Eph. vi. 5,6,7. compared with 
Tit. ii. 9, 10. To love God so as to serve Aim, is what the 
law requires ; — to love seif, so as to serve self, is rebellion 
against the majesty of heaven : And the same infinite obliga- 
tions which we are under to love God above ourselves ; even 
the same infinite obligations are we under to live to God ulti* 
mately, and not to ourselves : And therefore it is as great a sin 
to live to oiHTselves ultimatcly,as it is to love ourselves supremely* 
4. and lasdy. Delight in God, is also implied in love to hiro. 
By delight we commonly mean that pleasure, sweetness and 
satisfaction, which we take in any thing that is very dear to us. 
When a man appears very excellent to us, and we esteem him, 
and wish him all good, we also, at the same time, feel a delight 
in him, and a sweetness in his company and conversation ; we 
long to see him when absent ; we rejoice in his presence ; the 
enjoyment of him tends to make us happy : So, when a holy 
soul beholds God in the infinite moral excellency and beauty of 
his nature, and loves him supremely, and is devoted to him en- 
tirely, now also he delights in him superlatively. His delight 
and complacency is as great as his esteem, and arises from a 
sense of the same moral excellency and beauty. From this de- 
light in God arise longings after further acquaintance with him, 
and greater nearness to him. Job xxiii. 3...0 that litieuf where 
Imightjindhimy that I nught come even ta his seat J — ^Longings 
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after communion with him. Psalm Ixiii. 1, 2....0 Godj thou art 
my God; early will I seek thee : my soul thirstethfor thee : my 
fiesh longethfor thee in a dry and thirsty land^ where no water 
is....To see thy power and thy glory ^ so as I have seen thee in 
the sanctuary. Verse 8....My soul foUoxveth hard after thee. 
A holy rejoicing in God. Hab. iii. IT, IS.... Although tlie Jig" 
tree shall not blossom^ neither shall fruit be in the vine ; the la^ 
tor of tlie olive shaUfail^ and the field shall yield no meat ; the 
flock shall be cut off from the fold^ and there shall be no herd in 
the stalls....Tet I will rejoice in the Lord^ I will joy in the God 
of my salvation^ Finally, from this delight in God arises a ho- 
ly disposition to renounce all other things, and live wholly up- 
on him, and take up everlasting content in him, and in him 
alone. Psalm Ixxiii. 25, 2^....Whom luxoe I in heaven but thee f 
and there is none upon earth that I desire besides thee.... My flesh 
and my heart faileth : but God is the strength of my heart, and 
my portion forever. The vain man takes content in vain com^ 
pany ; the worldly man takes content in riches ; the ambitious 
man in honor and applause ; the philosopher in philosophical 
speculations ; the lo^al iiypocrite in his round of duUes ; die 
evangelical hypocrite in his experiences, his discoveries, his 
joys, his raplures, and confident expectation of heaven : But 
the true lover of God takes hts content in God himself. Psabn 
\\\ 6, 7« And thus we see what is implied in love to God. 

And now, that this is a right representation of the nature of 
tliat love which is required in the first and great commandment 
of tlie law, upon which chiefly aU the law and the prophets* 
hang, is manifest, not only from the reason of the thing, and 
from what has been already said, but also from tlus, that such 
it love to God as this lays a sure and firm foundation for all ho* 
ly obedience. That love to God is of the right kind, which will 
effectually influence us to keep his commands. Johnxv. 14. 
I. John ii. 3, 4, 5. But it is evident, from the nature of things, 
tliat such a love as this will effectually influence us to do so. 
As self-love naturally causes us to set up self and seek self-inter- 
est, so this love to God will naturally influence us to set up Go4- 
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and seek his interest. As delight in the world naturally makes 
us seek after the enjoyment of the world, so this delight in God 
will naturally influence us to seek after the enjoyment of God : 
And while we love God primarily for being what he is, we 
cannot but, for the same l^ason, love his law, which is a trans- 
cript of his nature, and love to conform to it. If we loved him 
only from self-love, from the fear of hell, or from the hopes of 
heaveui we might,at the same time, hate his law : but if we love 
him for being what he is, we cannot but love to be like him ; 
which is what his law requires. To suppose tliat a man loves 
God supremely for what he is, and yet does not love to belike 
him, is an evident contradiction. It is to suppose a thing supreme- 
ly loved ; and yet, at the same time, not loved at all : So that, 
to a demonstration, this is the very kind of love which the Lord 
our God requires of us. So, saints in heaven love God perfecdy, 
andso the good man on earth begins,in a weak and feeble manner, 
to love God : for there is but one kind of love required in the 
law ; and so but one kind of love which is of the right sort : for 
no kind of love can be of the right sort, but that very kind of 
love which the law reqiures : There is, therefore, no difference 
between their love in heaven, and ours here upon earth, but 
only in degree. 

SECTION IL 

SHEWING PROM WHAT MOTIVES TRUE LOVE TO GOD TAKES 

ITS RISE. 

II. I now proceed to shew more particularly yrom what mo» 
tives we are required thus, to love God. Indeed, I have done 
this in part already ; for I liave been obliged all along, in shew- 
ing what is implied in love to God, to keep my eye upon the first 
and chief ground and reason of love, namely, what God is in 
himself. But there are other considerations which increase our 
obligations to love him and live to him ; which ought, there- 
fore, to come into the account : And I design here to take a 
general view of all the reasons and motives which ought to in- 
fluence us to love the Lord our God ; all which are implied in 

D 
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those words, Tlie Lord thy God. Thou shaU hot the Lord thy 
God with all thy hearty i. e. because he is the Lord and our God. 

1 • The first and chief motive which is to influence us to love 
God with all our hearts, is his infinite dignity and greatness^gbh 
ty and excellency ; or, in one word, his infinite etmiablenese.^^ 
We are to love him with all our hearts, because he is the Lord 
— because he is what he is, and just such a Being as he is. — On 
diis account, primarily, and antecedent to all other considers* 
tions, he is infinitely amiable ; and, therefore, on this accountf 
primarily, and antecedent to all other considerations, ought he 
to appear infinitely amiable in our eyes. This is the first and 
chief reason and ground upon which his knv is founded, I am 
THELoRD...fjEAr«t/. XX. 2. — Lev.jxji.) This, therefore, oug^ 
to be the first and chief motive to influence us to obey. The 
principal reason which moves him to require us to love him, 
ought to be the principal motive of our love. If the fundamen- 
tal reason of his requiring us to love him with all our hearts, is 
because he is what he is, and yet the bottom of our love be some- 
thing else, then our love is not what his law reqiures, but a thing 
of quite another nature : Yea, if the foundation of our love to 
God is not because he is what he is, in truth, we love him not 
at alL If I feel a sort of respect to one of my neiglibors, who 
is very kind to me, and either do not know what sort of man 
he is, or, if I do, yet do not like him, it is plain, it is his kind- 
nesses I love, and not his person ; and all my seeming love to 
him is nothing but self-love in another shape : And let him 
cease being kind to me, and my love will cease : Let him cross 
me, and I shall hate him. Put forth thine hand now^ and touch 
all that he ^hathy and he will curse thee to thy face^ (Job i. 1 1), 
said the de\dl concerning Job ; and, indeed, Job would have done 
so, had not his love toGod taken its rise from another motive than 
God^s kindnesses to him. But why need I multiply words "i 
For it seems even self-evident that God's loveliness ought to 
be the first and chief thing for which we love him. 

Now, God is infinitely lovely, because he is what he is ; or, 
in other words, his infinite dignity and greatness, glory and ex- 
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celleticy, are the result of his natural and moral perfections : 
So that it is a clear sight and realizing sense of his natural and 
moral perfections, as they are revealed in his works and in hia 
word, that make him appear, to a holy soul, as a Being of in- 
finite digmty and greatness, g^ry and excellency. Thus, the 
Queen of Sheba^ seeing and conversing with Sohmon^ and view- 
ing his works, imdera sense of the large and noble endow- 
ments of his mind, was even ravished ; and cried out. The one 
half was not told me ! And thus the holy and divinely enlight- 
ened soul, upon seeing God, reading his word, and meditatbg 
on his wonderful works, under a sense of his di^4ne and in- 
comprehensible perfections, is ravished with his infinite dignity, 
majesty, greatness, glory and excellency ; and loves, admires, 
and adores ; and says, Who is a God like unto thee / 

His natural perfections are, 

(1.) His infinite understandings whereby he knows himself, 
and all things possible, and beholds all things past, present and 
to come, at one all-comprehensive view. So that, from ever* 
lasting to everlasting, his knowledge can neither increase nor 
diminish, ortus views of things suffer the least variation ; being 
always absolutely complete, and consequentiy necessarily al- 
ways the same. 

(2.) His almighty ponver^ wherel^ he is able, with infinite 
ease, to do any thing that he pleases. 

And his moral perfections are, 

(1 •) His infimte wisdom^ whereby he is able, and is inclined 
to contrive and order all things, in all worlds, for the best ends, 
and after the best manner. 

(2.) His perfect holiness^ whereby he is inclined infinitely to 
love right, and hate wrong : Or, according to scriptuie-phrase, 
to hoe righteousness and hate iniquity. 

(3.) His impartial justice^ whereby he is unchangeably in- 
clined to render to ever}- one according to his deserts. 

(4.) His infinite goodness, whereby he can find in his heart 
to bestow the greatest favors upon his creatures, if he pleiises ; 
and is inclined to bestow all that is best, all things considered. 
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(5.) His truth and faithfidne^Sy whereby he is inclined to 
fulfil all his will^ according to his word: So that there is an ever^ 
lasting harmony between hb will, tus word, and his peifemMmce. 

And his being, and all his natural and moral perfections, 
and his glory and blessedness, which result from them, he has 
in himself, and of himself, underived ; and is necessarily infi- 
nite, eternal, unchangeable, in all ; and so, absolutely indepen- 
dent, self-sufficient and all-sufficient. 

*' This is the God, whom we do love ! 

*' This is the God, whom we adore ! 

" In him we trust. ...to him we live ; 

" He is our all, for evermore. 
Now there are three ways by which the perfections of Cod are 
discovered to the children of men : By his works, by hb word,and 
by his spirit. By the two first, we see him to be what he is ^»-4iy 
the last, we beholdhis infinite glory in beingsuch : — The two first 
produce a speculative knowledge ; thelast,asenseofmoralbeauty. 

. First. These perfections of God are discovered by his rvoriij 
i.e. by his creaiingj preservings and governing the world; and by 
his redeeming s sanctify ing^ and saving his people. 

1. By his c reciting the world. He it is, who has stretched 
abroad the heavens as a curtain, and spread them out as a tent 
to dwell in....who has created the sim, moon and stars, and 
appointed them their courses....who has hung the earth upon 
nothing....who has fixed the mountains, and bounded the seas, 
and formed every living creature. All the heavenly hosts he 
hath made, and crc ated all the nations that dwell upon the earth : 
and the birds of the sur, and the beasts of the field, and the fishes 
of the sea, and every creeping thing, are the works of his hands : 
and the meanest of his works are full of unsearchable wonders^ 
far surpassing our understanding : So that the invisible things 
of God^ from the creation of the worlds are clearly seen^ being 
understood by the things t/iat are made^even his eternal power 
and Godliead : As St. Paul observes, in Rom. i. 20. 

2. By his preserving tlie world. His eyes run to and fro 
throughout all the world, beholding every thing. His eyes ai-e 
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Upon all hb works ; so thateven the sparrows are not forgotten 
by him, and the very hairs of our head are all numbered i And 
he holds all things in being ; and the opening of his hand fills 
the desires of every living creature : even the whole family of 
heaven and earth live upon his goodness, and are maintained by 
his bounty : In a word, his infinite understanding sees alL...hiB 
infinite power upholds all....his infinite wisdom takes care of 
all, and lus infinite goodness provides for all-'— and that every 
moment ; so that the invisible things of God are discovered in 
preserving as well as in creating the woiid : And hence, when 
th^ pious Fsdhnist meditates on the works of creation and pres- 
ervation, he sees God in them, and views his perfections, and 
is touched at heart with a sense of his glory ; and is filled with 
high and exalted, and with admiring and adoring thoughts of 
God. So, Psalm xix. l.,..T/ie heavens declare the glory of the 
Lordf 8cc« And Psalm xcv. 1....0 come let us sing unto the 
Lord, &Qft — ^But why ? — ^Verse 3...For the Lord is a great Godj 
and a great Kingj above aU gods.--^Bnt how does this appear f 
Why, (ver.4,5.) In his hand are the deep places of the earth i 
thestrength of the hills is his also : The sea is his^and he made it ; 
and his hands formed the dry land : Ven 6...0y therefore^ come 
let us worship and bow down ; let us kneel before the Lord our 
Maker. And again, in Psal. xcvi. 1....0 sing unto the Lord a 
new song : sing unto the Lord^ all the earth. — But why ? — ^Vcr. 
4.*.For the Lord is greaty and greatly to be praised: Heis to be 
feared above all gods. — But wherein does this appear ? — ^Why, 
(ver. 5.) All the gods of the nations are idols ; but the Lord made 
the heavens* And once more, in Psal. civ. 1, 2, ^c,.,,Bless the 
Lord^ O my soid. — But why ?.... Thou art very great : thou art 
clothed with honor and majcaty. — But how does this appear ? — 
Why, Thou luist stretched out the heavens as a curtain. And 
ver. 5.., .And laid the foundations of the earthy that it cannot be 
removed for ever. And ver. 27 •..•All wait upon thee^ that thou 
mayest give them their tneat in due season. Ver. 28.... That thou 
givest tliemy they gather : tlwu cpenest thy hand^ they are filed 
with good.^' And throughout the whole Psalmht is meditating 
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on the creation and preservadon of the world ; and viewing the 
divine perfections therein discovered, and admiring the divine 
glory, and wcxidering and adoring ; and finally concludes with, 
Bless the Lord^ my soul : Praise ye the Lord, But 

3. His perfections are still much more eminently displayed in 
that moral government which he maintains over the intelligetU 
part of the creation ; especially his moral perfections. In the 
works of nature his natural perfections are to be seen : but, in 
his moral government of the world, he acts out Ms heart, and 
shews tlie temper of his mind : Indeed, all the perfections of 
God are to be seen in the work of creation, if we view angeb 
and men, and consider what they were, as they came first out 
of his hands — holy and pure : But still God^s conduct towaids 
them, under the character of their King and Governor, more ev- 
idendy discovers the very temper of his heart. As the tree u 
known by the fruit, so God's moral perfections may be known 
by his moral government of the world. The whole world was 
created for a stage, on which a variety of scenes were to be open- 
ed ; in and by all which, God designed to exhibit a most exact 
image of himself : For, as God loves himself infinitely for be- 
ing what he is, so he takes infinite delight in acting fordi and ex- 
pressing all his heart. He loves to see his nature and image 
shine in all his works, and to behold the whole world filled with 
his glory ; and he perfecdy loves to have his conduct, the whole 
of it taken together, an exact resemblance of himself ; and in- 
finitely abhors, in his public conduct, in the least to counteract 
the temper of his heart ; so as, by his public conduct, to seem 
to be what indeed he is not : So that, in his moral government 
of the world, we may see his inward disposition, and discern 
the true nature of his moral perfections : And indeed all his 
perfections are herein discovered ; particularly, 

( I •) His infinite understanding. High on his throne in heav- 
en he sits, and all his vast dominions lie open to his view1 His 
all-set ing eye views all his courts above, and sees under the 
whole heavens, looks through the earth, and pierces all the dark 
caverns of hell ; so that his acquaintance with all worlds and all 
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things is absolutely perfect and complete : He can behold all 
the solemn worship of heaven, and the inmost thoughts of all 
that great assembly : he can behold all the sin, misery and con- 
fusion that overspread the whole earth, and the inmost temper of 
every mortal ; and look through hell, and see all the rebellion, and 
Uasphemy, and cunning devices of those infernal fiends ; — and 
all this at one all-comprehending view: And thus, as high Gov- 
ernor of the whole world, he continually beholds all things ; 
whereby a foundation is laid for the exercise of all his other per- 
fections in his government over alL See the omniscience of 
God elegandy described in PicU. czzux. 1 — 12. And being 
perfecdy acquiugted with himself^ as well as with all his crea- 
tures, he cannot but see what conduct from him towards diem^ 
will, all things considered, be most ri^t, and fit, and amiable, 
and most becoming such an one as he is ; and also what conduct 
from them to him is his due ; and their duty. By his infinite 
understanding, he is perfecdy acquainted with right and wrong 
—with what is fit, and what unfit : And, by the moral rectitude 
of his nature, he infinitely loves the one and hates the other, 
and is disposed to conduct accordmgly ;— of which more pres- 
endy. Psal. cxlvii. 1.... Praise ye the Lord, for it is good to sing 
praises unto our God; for it is pleasanty and praise is comely. 
—But why ? — ^Ver. 5...Great is our Lord and of great poxver s 
HIS UNDERSTANDING IS INFINITE. — But wherein docs that ap- 
pear ? — Why, (ver.4.) He teileth the number of the stars ; he 
calkth them all by their names. Hovf^ if the infinite under- 
standing of God maybe seen in this one particular, much more 
is it in the regular ordering and disposing of all things, through- 
out the whole universe ; and that, not only in the natural^ but 
also in the moral world. 

(2) His infiiute power is displayed in the government of the 
world : For he does according to his pleasure in the armies of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth ; so that none 
can stay his hand, or hinder the execution of his designs. Have 
rebellions broken out in any part of his dominions ? — he has 
manifesdy had the rebels entirely in his hsuids : Tliey have lain 
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absolutely at his mercy ; and he has dealt with tliem according 
to his sovereign pleasure ; and none lias been able to make any 
resistance ; nor has there been any to deliver them out of hu 
hands. When rebellion broke out in heaven^ he crushed the 
rebels in a moment : They fell beneath the weight of his hand 
...they felt his power....they despaired.. .they sunk to hell ; and 
diere he reserves them in cliaina ; nor can they stir from their 
dark abode, but by his special permission. And when rebet 
lion broke out upon earth, die rebels were equally in his liands, 
and at his mercy, unable to make any resistance ; although he 
was pleased, in his infinite wisdom, to take another method with 
them : But he has since discovered his poyer, in treading 
down his implacable enemies, under foot, many a time : He 
destroyed the old world, burned Sodom^ drowned Pharaoh and 
his hosts, and turned Nebuchadnezzar into a beast. If his en* 
cmies have exalted tliemselves, yet he has been above thero^ 
brought them down ; and discovered to all the world that they 
are in his hands, and without strength, at his disposal : Or if he 
has suffered them to go on and prosper, and exalt themselves 
gready, yet still he has been above them, and has accomplished 
his designs by them, and at last has brought them down.— 
Haughty Nebuchadnezzar^ when he had broken the nations to 
pieces, as if he had been the hammer of the whole eartli, now 
thought himself somebodt/ ; and Alexander the Great, when con- 
quering the world, aspired to be thou^t the son of Jupiter : 
But the most high God, the great and almighty Governor of 
the world, always had such scourges of mankind only as a rod in 
his hand, with which he has executed judgment upon a wicked 
world. Hoiubeit^ they meant not sOy neither did their hearts think 
so : But it was in their hearts to gratify their ambiuon, avarice, 
and revenge. However, he was above them ; and alwa^-s such 
have been, in his hands, as the ax is in the hands of him that 
hetveth therewith^ or as the smv is in the hands of him that shaketh 
it ; or as the rod is in the hand of him that lifteth it tip. And 
when he has done with the rod, he always breaks it and biu*ns it : 
See Isaiah x. 5 — 19. 
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- And as this great King has discovered his ahnighty power, 
by crushing rebellions in his kingdom, and subduing rebels, so 
he has, also^ in protecting Ms friends, and working deliverance 
for his people : He made a path for h'ls people through the sea ; 
he led them through the wilderness: He gave them water to 
drinkvut of the rock ; and fed them with angels' food : In the 
day time he led them by a cloud, and all the night with the light 
of fire : He brought them to the promised land, and drove out 
the heathen before them ; and, in all their distresses, whenever 
diey cried unto him, he delivered them : And as the supreme 
Governor of the world, in dip days of old, did thus discover his 
almighty power in governing among his intelligent creatures, 
so he is still, in various wa3rs and manners, in his providential 
dispensations, evidendy discovering that he can do all things : 
And his people see it and believe it ; and admire and adore : — 
Read Psal. cv. 

(3.) Again, His infimte wisdom is discovered in an endless 
variety of instances — in all his government throughout all his 
dominions— 4n his manapng all things to the gloty of his Ma- 
jesty....to the good of his loyal subjects, and to the confusion 
of his foes. There has never any thing happened in all his do- 
minions, and never will, but has been, and shall be made entire- 
ly subservient to his honor and glory : Even the contempt cast 
upon him by his rebellious subjects^ he turns to his greater glo- 
ry ; as in the case of Pharaoh^ who set up himself against God, 
and said, WTio is the Lord^ that I should obey him f I know not 
the Lordy nor will I let Israel go. And he exalted himself, and 
dealt proudly and haughtily ; and hardened his heart, and was 
resolved he would not regard God, nor be bowed nor conquer- 
ed by him ; for he despised him in his heart : But the more he 
carried himself, as if there were no God, the more were the be- 
ing and perfections of God made manifest ; for the more he 
hardened his heart — ^the more stout and stubborn he was, the 
more God honored himself in subduing him : Yea, God, in his 
infinite wisdom, suffered him to be as high and haughty — as 

stout and stubborn as he pleased '; he took olT all restraints from 

E 
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him — ^permitted the magicians to imitate the miracles of A§h 
iesy so that Pharaoh, in seeing, might not see, nor be coovinced ; 
and he ordered that the plagues should last but for a short sea* 
son, that Pharaoh might have respite ; and thus it was that God 
hardened his heart : And God, in his infinite wisdom, did aD 
tliis with a view to his own glory ; as he tells Pharaoh by the 
hand of Moses-*-'^ Such and such^plagues I design to bring up* 
on you, and to do so, and so, with you/' Aiui, indeed, for thb 
cause have I raised thee tip, for to shew in thee my fiorver, and 
that my name may be declared throughout all the earth.^KjuA, ix. 
16 : And, accordingly, God was illustriously honored, at last, 
upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, at the Red Sea ; and the 
Egyptians, and all the neighboring nations, were made to know 
that he was the Lord ; and his name became dreadful among 
the heathen z And we find that, in three or four hundred years 
after, the Philistines had not forgotten it; for, when the origin. 
the days of Eli, was carried into the camp of Israel, the PhiSs^ 
tines were sore afraid, and said, ^^ God is come into the camp : 
Woe unto us : Who shall deliver us out of the hands of these 
mighty Gods ? These ^e the Gods that smote the Egyptians 
with all the plagues in the wilderness,^ &c.... I Sam. iv« 

So God wisely ordered and overnruled all things, diat befel 
the children of Israel in the wilderness, to accomplish the ends 
he had in view : His designs were to get himself a great name, 
and fill the whole earth with his ^ory (Num. xiv^ 21.); and to 
try and humble his people, and make them know, that it waa 
not for their righteousness that he brought them into the land c£ 
Canaan, (Dcut. ix.) And every thing that came to pass, for 
those forty years, was admirably calculated to attain these ends. 
The news of Pharaoh^ overdirow — of God^s coming down 
upon Mount Sinai, in the presence of all Israel, and idiiding 
tliere so long a .time, with such awful majest}' 4 and of the pil- 
lar of cloud by day, and of fire by night-7-of the manna-— of the 
water flowing out of a rock, and following them — of their mur* 
murings and insurrections, and God^s judgments upon them ;— 
I say, the news of tlisse, and other things of this nature, that 
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buj^pened to them for those forty years, flew all the world over, 
and iUled all the nations of the eardi widi the greatest astonish* 
men! ; and made them think there was no God like the God of 
JsraeL.(N\imb, nv* 13, 14, 15.) By aH these things, and by 
God's bringing his people, at last, to the possession of the land 
of Canaan^ according to his promise, then: was exhibdted a spe- 
cimen of God's infinite knowledge, power, wisdom, holiness, jus* 
tice, goodness and truth ; and that before the ej^es of all the na- 
tions : And so the whole earth was filled with his glory ; i. e. 
widi the clear manifestations of those perfections in which his 
glory consists. And thus his great end was obtained: And, 
in the mean time, all the Mranderlngs, and trials, and sins, and 
sorrows of the children oiLtrael^ together with, all the wondei^ 
ful works which their eyes beheld, and wherein God discover- 
ed himself for those forty years, had a natural tendency to try 
them, to humble them, and break their hearts ; and make them 
know, that, not for their righteousness, nor for the uprightness 
fii their hearts, did God, at last, shew them that great mercy : 
and to convince them of the exceeding great obligauons thoy 
were under to love, and fear, and serve the Lord forever. And 
so, the other great end which God bad in view was^accomplish- 
ed....Deut. viii. ix. & x. chap* — And now, all these things were 
by God wisely done ; and in this his conduct, his infinite wisdom 
is to be seen.*— ^ And thus it is in all God's dispensations, 
throughout all his dominions, with regard to the whole universe 
in general, and to every intelligent creature in particular^ His 



* If God had so ordered that Abraham had been bom in the land of 
Canaojip and his posterity had multiplied greaily, and the other na:ionr>, 
gradually, by slckuesses and wars, had wasted away and come to nothing, 
until there were none but the posterity of Ahrahani left,, a^d they had 
tilled the land, G-ffX's hand then would not have been seen... .none of these 
excelleat ends attained.... all would have been n^i 'Ived into natural causes. 
Therefore God con:rived where Abraham should be bom — how he shcuiJ 
leave his own country — have a ])roniise of the land of Cunaan / and how 
his seed should come to bs in J£^/M— come to be in great bondage and dis- 
tress ; how he would send, and how he would deliver them, and how they 
should carry themselves, and what should happen ; and how every thing 
should turn ou: at last : he laid the whole plan, with a view to those ex- 
cellent ends his eye was upon. It was wisely contrived, and, when it cuine 
to b« acted over, his infinite wisdom was discovered. 
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works are all done in wisdom ; and so his inAnite wisdom i$ 
discovered in all : And hence God appears infinitely g^kmoui 
in the eyes of his peopIe....Z}«i^. xxzii. 3, 4.— Pm/. civ^ S^A 
cv-1,45, — ICbr.i-24,31. 

(4.) Again, His infinite purity and holiness is also discovexw 
ed in his government of the world — ^in all that he has done to 
establish right j and discountenance wrong j throughout all his dc^ 
minions. His creating angels and men in his own image, widi 
his law written on their hearts, manifested lus disposition, and 
showed what he was pleased with : But his public conduct, as 
moral Governor of the worid, has more evidently discovered 
the very temper of his heart ; and shewn how he loves right 
and hates xvrang^ to an infinite degree. Governors, among men, 
discover much of their disposition, and show what they love 
and what they hate, by their laws ; and they show how fervent 
their love and hatred is, by all the methods they take to enforce 
them ; and so does the great Governor of the worid : By his 
laws — by his promises and threatenings — by his past conduc% 
and declared designs for the fixture, he manifests how he loves 
moral good and hates moral evil. 

By his infinite understanding, he is perfectly acquainted widi 
himself, and with all his intelligent creatures ; and so perfecdy 
knows what conduct in him towards them is right, fit and ami- 
able, and such as becomes such a one as he is ; and also, perfecdy 
knows what conduct in his creatures towards him, and towards 
each other, is fit and amiable, and so dieir duty. He sees what is 
right, and infinitely loves it, because it is right : He sees what is 
wrong, and infinitely hates it, because it is wrong ; and, in Ms 
whole conduct, as Governor of the world, he appears to be just 
what he is at heart — an infinite friend to right, and an infinite 
enemy to wrong. 

He takes 9tofe....sets up himself as a God.... bids all the worid 
adore him, love and obey him, with all their hearts — and that 
upon pain of eternal damnation, in case of the least defect ; and 
promises eternal life and glory, in case of perfect obedience* 
This is the language of his law, ThoU shalt love the Lord thy 
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Godviith all thy hearty and thy neighbor as thyself: Do thisj 
and live i disobey, and die* And now all that infinite esteem 
for himself and infinite regard for his own honor, which he here« 
in manifests, does not result from a proud or a selfish spirit ; for 
there is no such thing in his naiture : Nor does he threaten dam- 
nation for sin, because it hurts him ; or promise eternal life to 
obedience, because it does him any good : for he is infinitely 
above us, ai^d absolutely independent of us, and cannot receive 
advantage or disadvantge^frpm us....yoi xuL 2, 3. and xsxv. 6, 
•/• But it results from* the infinite hpliness of hb nature. He 
loves and honors himself as he does,- because, since he is what 
he is, it is right and fit he should ; He bids the world adore^ 
love and obey him with all th^ir hearts^^ because, considering 
what he is, and what they are, it is infinitely fit and right : He 
commands us to love our neighbor as ourselves, because this al« 
so, in tlie nature of things, is right : And while he promises 
eternal life to the obedient, and threatens eternal damnation to 
the disobedient, he shows how infinitely he loves righte .usnesf 
and hates iniquity. His promising eternal life and glory to 
perfect obedience, does indeed manifest the infinite goodness 
and bountifulness of his nature ; but then his promising a//, un* 
der the notion of a reward^ discovers this temper of his heart 
mn .,his infinite love to right. 

As to all his positive injunctions, tliey are evidently designed 
to promote a conformity to the moral law. And as to the mor- 
al law, it is originally founded upon the very reason ?Jid nature 
of things. The duties required therein are required, original- 
ly, because they are right in themselves : And the sins forbid- 
den, are forbidden, originally, because they are unfit and wrong 
in themselves. The intrinsic fitness of the things required, and 
the intrinsic unfitness of the things forbidden, was the original 
ground, reason and foundation of his law. Thus, he bids all the 
world love him widi all dicir hearts, because he is the Lord their 
God ; and love one another as bretliren, because they are all 
children of the same common father, liaving the same nature. 
He requires this supreme love to himself, and this mutual love 
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among his subjects, because it is right that so it should be ; and 
because he perfectly loves that the thing that is right should be 
done....and not from any advanti^ that can possibly accrue unto 
hini from the behavior of his creatures. And he forisids die 
contrary, because it is wrong, and therefore infinitely hateful in 
his sight—.and not because it could be any disadvantage to 
him.— 'All die glory and blessedness which he bestows upon the 
angels in heaven, under the nodon of a reward to their obedience^ 
is not because their obedience does him any good ; for it does 
not : nor because diey deserve any thing from his hands ; for 
they do not : (Rom. xi« 35, 35. J but merely because it is ri^ 
that they should, in ail things, obey him : This is what he loves, 
and what he delights to honor: And all the infiiute, etemd 
glories of heaven can but just serve as a sufficient tesdmony of 
his approbation.— So, on the other hand, it was not in a passion, 
or from sudden, rash revenge, (which many times influcDces 
sinful men to cruel and barbarous deeds), that he turned those 
that sinned down to hell \ and,, for their first oifence, doomed 
them to everlasting woe, without the least hope ; for there is no 
such thing in his nature. As he is not capable of being injured, 
as we are, so neither is he capable of such anger as we feel. 
No : the thing they did was in itself infinitely wrong, and that 
was the true and only cause of his infinite displeasure ; which 
infinite displeasure he meant to declare and make known in the 
sight of all worlds, throughout the endless ages of eternity, by 
rendering to them according to their deserts : For he loves to 
appear as great an enemy to sin, in his conduct, as he is in his 
heart. He loves to act out his heart, and exhibit a true image 
of himself. His infinite love of righteousness and hatred of in- 
iquity, is also displayed in his promising eternal life and bless- 
edness to Adam and to all his race, a whole world of beings, as a 
reward to the obedience of Adam — by him constituted public 
head and representative, on the one hand ; and threateningeter- 
nal destruction to him and all his race, a whole world of beings, 
in case of the least transgression, on the other hand. But his 
infinite love to righteousness, and hatred of iniquity, is manifesto* 
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cd in the greatest perfection, in the death of Jesus Christ, his on- 
ly begotten son : But of this more afterwards. — In a word, all 
the blessings which he has granted to the godly in this world, as 
rewards of their virtue....to Abely En$ch^ and Naah.,..to Lot.... 
to Abraham^ Laac and Jacob^hc. and all the judgments which 
he has executed upon the wicked....his turning AdamoMX. of par- 
adise....drowning the old world....buming Sodomy &c. together 
with all the evils which befel the children of Lrael^ in the wiU 
demess— in thetimeofthe judges^— in the reigns of their kings 
••..and their long captivity in Babyhn^ &c. have all been public 
testimonies that the righteous Lord loveth righteousness, and 
hateth iniquity^— -And, in heaven and in hell, he^lesigns to dis- 
play, to all eternity, in the most glorious and dreadful manner, 
how infinitely he loves righteousness and hates iniquity^ 

Now when true believers, who are divinely enlightened, med- 
itate on and view the laws, the conduct, and the declared designs 
of the great Governor of the world, they lo\'e, admire and adore, 
and say, Holyy holy^ holy^ Lord Cod ofhostSy the whole world is 
full of thy glory. This divine disposition, to love righteous- 
ness and hate iniquit)% which the great Governor of the world 
thus discovers in all his government, appears infinitely beautiful 
smd glorious, excellent, and amiable in their eyes : Whence they 
are ready to say. Who is Hie unto thee^ Lord, among the gods f 
Who is like unto theCy glorious in holiness^ &c,... As they do in 
Exod. XV. II.* 

* If we should suppose (as some do)» that there is nothing right or vjrong 
antecedent to a consideration of the positive viii and iav) of God, the great 
governor of the world ; and that tight and tarong result, originally, from l;ts 
sovereign vtilt and ahsohue authority entirely, then these absurdities would 
unavoidably follow : 

1. That the moral perfectioru of God are empty names, vcithout any signifi- 
cation at all. For if there be no intrinsic moral fitness and uniitne&s in 
things, no right nor wrong, then there is no such thing as moral beauty or 
fwtral deformity ; and S0| no foundation, in the nature of things, for any 
moral propensity ,- i.e. there is nothing for God to love or hate, considered 
as a moral agent. There can be no inclination or disposition in him tolcve 
right and hate wrong, if there be no such thing as right or wrong. So 
that the only idea we could frame of God, would be that of an almighty, des- 
potic sovereign, who makes his own will his only rule, without any regard to 
right or wrong, good or evil, just or unjust... .an idea of the infinitely glorious 
and ever-blessed God, evidently as contrary to truth as can be devised. 

2. That. 
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(5.) His impartial justice is also discovered in his moral gov- 
ernment of the world. He appears, in his public conduct, as 
one infinitely engaged to give to every one lus due, and as one 
absolutely governed by a spirit of the mostperfecdy disinterest* 
ed impartiality : He appears as one infinitely engaged to main- 
tain the rights of the Godhead, and to secure that glory to the 
divine Being that is his proper due ; and that by the law which 
he has established, in heaven and on earth, binding all to love, 
worship and obey him, as Goo, upon pain of eternal danmation : 
And so, again, he appears as one infinitely engaged to secure all 
his subjects here upon earth in a quiet and peaceable posses- 
sion of their own proper rights; and that by strictly enjoin- 

2. Thau in the nature qftbinrt^ there u no more reason to love and obey God, 
than there it to bate and ditobev hint .- there being, in the nature of things, no 
right nor wrong. Just as if God was not infinitely worthy of our highest 
esteem and most perfect obedience ! and just as if, in the nature of thingi» 
there was no reason why we should love and obey him, but merely because he 
is the greatest and strongest, and says we tmut / than which nothing caa 
be more evidently absurd. But if these things are so, then it will follow, 

3. That there it no reaton vhy he thould require hit creaturet to tove and obey 
him, or forbid the ctmtrary s or vtby he tboutd reward the one^ or puniab the 
other .' there being, in the nature of things, no right nor wrong : and so the 
foundation of God's law and government is overturned, and all religioB 
torn up by the roots ; and nothing is left but arbitrary tyranny and aervilt 
subjcction....all expressly contrary to Gen. xviii. 25 — Jleb. i. 9 — EpJb. vl.l 
— jRorn. xxi. 1 — Jfev. iv. 11 — Eom, vii. 12 — Horn. ii. 4, 5, 6 — jRev. xix. 1, 6 
'—Ezvk. xviii. 25. 

Or aj^ain, if wc should suppose (as others do), that there is nothing right 
or virong, antecedent to a consideration of the general good of the whole 
system of intelligent created beings ; and that rif^ht and varorg result* ori- 
ginally and entirely, from the natural tendency of things to promote, or 
hinder the general good of the whole : then, also, these manifest absurdities 
will unavoidably follow : 

1 . That the vwrai perfectiont of God entirely consitt in, or retultfrom a du- 
fotition to kne bit creaturet tupre^iielyt and teek their bappinett at bit only end .- 
just as if it became the most high to make a God of his creatures, -and 
himself their servant ! expressly contrary to Horn. xi. 36— ^imi^. Juv— 
Eev. iv. 11. 

2. That God iovet virtue andrenardt it, merely becaute it tends to make bit 
creaturet happy ; and hatet vice and punitbet it, merely becaute it tends to maJ^ 
bit creaturet m,iscrable : just as if he had no regard to the rights of the 
Godliead, nor cared how much contem])t was cast upon the glorious ma- 
jesty of Heaven ! expressly contrary to -Exa/. xxxii. — Numb. xW.'-^l Sam. 
ii. 29, 30—11 Sam. xii. 10, 14^Ptalm li. 4. 

3. 7'^i/f be rci/uiret ut to love and obey him, merely becaute it tendt to tnabe 
ut happy, andftirbidt the contrary merely becaute it tends to viake ut m,iterable .• 
just as if he had no sense of the infinite glory and excellency of his nature, 
and our infinite obligations to love and obey him thence arising ! and just 
as if he thought it no crime in us, to treat liini with the greatest contempt! 

and 
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ing every one to love lus neighbor as himself, and always do 
as he would be done by, and that upon pain of eternal damna- 
tion....Ga/. iiL 10. — Deut. xxvii. 26. And he appears as one 
govemed.by a spirit of the most perfectly disinterested impar- 
tiality, in that he spared not the angels that smned» who were 
some of the noblest of all his creatures ; and in that he is deter- 
mined not to spare impenitent sinners at the day of judgment, 
though they cry ever so eamesdy for mercy ; but, above all» in 
that he spared not his only begotten Son, when he stood in the 
.room of sinners. If ever any poor, guilty wretch, round the 
world, feeb tempted to think that God is cruel for damning sin- 
ners, and does not do as he would be done by, if he was in their 
case,and they in his,let him come away to the Cross of Christ, and 

&nd just at if nothing could raise his resentment but merely the injury 
done to ourselves ! expressly contrary to ^um^. xiv.— H Sam. xii. 10, 14, &c. 

4. TJbat «e art under no obligationM to low God, but mtrely becaute it tends 
to make af# bi^py g and tbat it i# no crime to bate and blattbeme God, but 
merely becaute it tend* to make u» m.i*erable. But if so, then the misery 
which naturally results from hating and blaspheming God, is exactly equai 
to the crime ; and therefore no positive inflicted punishment is deserved 
in this worid, or in that which is to come. And, therefore, all the punish- 
ments which God inflicts upon sinners in this world, and forever iu Hell, 
are entirely undeserved : and so his law and government, instead of being 
holy, just and good, are infinitely unreasonable, tyrannical and cruel.— 
To say, that God punishes some of his sinful creatures, merely to keep 
others in awe, whenas they do not, in the least, deserve any punishment, is to 
suppose the great Governor of the world to do evil, that good may come ; and 
yet, at the same time, to take the most direct course to render himself odious 
throughout all his dominions. It is impossible to account for the punish* 
ments which God has inflicted upon sinners in this world, and designs to 
inflict upon them forever in hell, without supposing that there is an infinite 
evil in sin, over and above what results from its natural tendency to make ua 
miserable : and that, therefore,we are under infinite obligations to love and 
obey God, antecedent to any consideration of its tendency to make us happy. 

From all which, it is evident, to demonstration, that right and wrong 
do neither result from the mere will and law of God, nor from any tend- 
ency of things to- promote or hinder the happiness of God's creatures. It 
remains, therefore, that there ii an intrinsic moral fitness and unfitness, 
absolutely in things themselves : as that we should love the infinitely glorious 
God, is, in the nature of things, infinitely fit and right ; and to hate and 
blaspheme him, is, in the nature of things, infinitely unfit and wrong : 
and that, antecedent to any consideration of advantage or disadvantage, 
reward or punishment, or even of the will or law of God. And hence it 
is, that God infinitely loves right, and hates wrong, and appears so infinite- 
ly engaged to reward the one, and punish the other. And hence, his law 
and government are holy, just and good.... they are glorious ; and in and 
by them the infinite glory of the divine nature shines fonh....Ira. vi. 3. 
— JSev. ir. 8— ^ev. xix. 1-1-6. 

F 
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see God's own Son, his second self, there nailed up, naked, 
bleeding, groaning, dying, in the greatest possible contempt, ig- 
nominy and shame, before ten thousand insulting, Uood-*thir8t]r 
spectators ; and let him know that this Jesus is God — a person 
of infinitely greater dignity -and worth than all creatures in hew- 
en and earth put together, and infinitely dear to the great Gov- 
ernor of the world, even just as dear as his own self, and upon 
whom he would not lay these sufferings any sooner than upon 
himself; — ^I say, let him stand, aM look, and gaze, and leam 
diat God does exacdy as he would be done by, when he damns 
sinners to all eternity, were hein their case, and they in lu8'(if 
I may so say, wlien speaking of the most high God), since that 
for his own Son, a person of infinite dignit}', to suffer aH these 
things, is equivalent to the eternal torments of finite creatures : 
Indeed, it was not because he was not a Being of infinite good- 
ness, that he treated his own Son so 4 nor is it because he has no 
regard to his creatures' happiness, that he designs to damn the 
finally impenitent ; but it is merely because sin is an infinite 
evil, and, according to strict justice, worthy of an infinite pun« 
ishment : It is right and fit that he should do as he does, and 
therefore his conduct will forever appear infinitely glorious and 
beautiful in the eyes of all holy beings. Psalm xcvi. 11,12, 13 
•...Let the heavens rejoice^and kt the earth he glad : Let the sea 
roary and the fulness thereof. Let the field be joyful^ and aU 
that is therein : Then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before 
the Lord : For he comethy for hecometh to judge the earth : He 
sliall judge the world with righteousness^ and the people with his 
truth. See also Rev. xix. 1—6. 

(6.) His infinite goodness is also discovered in his government 
of the world ; for all the laws of this great and good Governor 
are suited in their own nature to advance all his subjects to the 
highest perfection they are capable oC His law teaches us to 
view all things just as they are, and to have our will and affec- 
tions entirely governed by the truth — ^by the very reason andna^ 
ture of things : And so to be according to the measure of «uch 
finite creatures, in our wills and in the temperof our oninds, after 
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jtjl^ image df the blessed andglbrious God, which is the highest 
dignity and perfection we are possibly capable of. When God 
commands us to be holy as he is holy, he enjoins that as our duty 
which at the same Ume is our highest possible privilege. He 
i>ids us be like the angels, and begin our heaven upon earth ; 
yea» even to participate of a g)ory and blessedness of the same 
nature with that which he himself enjoys ; To behold his glo- 
ry....to be ravished with his heauty»«,.toeateem him supremely, 
live to him entirely, and delight in him superlatively, and to be- 
cooie like, him in our views o£ things, and in the ten\per of our 
minds, b our highest dignity, glory, an4 excellency, and our 
highest blessedness : And, besides, his laws are still further cal- 
culated to promote the welfigu^ of his subjects,, in diat they are 
suited to establish universal love, peace and harmony,, through- 
out all his dominions. Love thy neighbor as thy self ^ is one of 
the fundamental laws of his kingdom : And were his authority 
duly regarded, and his la^s obeyed, love, and peace and harmor 
ny, with all their hs^fyy and blessed e£Fect8, would reign through 
all the earth, as they do in heaven ; and paradise would not be 
confined to Eden, nor to heaven, but be all over the world. 

And the wrath of this good Governor is only revealed against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, which are the ru- 
in and. debasement of our nature, and the destruction of our 
peace and happiness. He threatens damnation to his subjects, 
to keep them from destroying themselves, as well as to deter 
them from affronting hia Majesty.. All the dreadful threat^a* 
mgs of his law result not only from his holiness and justice^ but 
also from the infinite goodness of his nature ^ in that hereby hi^ 
subjects are mercifully forwarned qf the evil and bitter conse- 
quences of sin, to the end they may avoid it. He is a perfect 
enemy to hatred and revenge — to cruelty and injustice : He 
cannot bear to see the widow or fatherless oppressed, or the 
poor despised, or the. miseraUe insulted, or any evil thing done 
. among his subjects l And therefore this good Governor has 
threatened tribulation and anguish, indignation and wrath, 
against every soul that doth evil ; and, with all his authority. 
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has commanded his subjects, through all this wocld, upoin pirn 
of eternal damnation, to do as they would be done by. 

And then, still further to engage his subjects to that in which 
their greatest glory and blessedness consists, he, in his law, 
promises eternal life to the obedient : wherein the infinite boun- 
tifulness of his nature, as well as his unspeakaUe concern fi)r 
his creatures' welfare is discovered. 

And if we survey his conduct towards mankind, from the -be- 
ginning, we may, in ten thousand instances, see the infinite good- 
ness of his nature displayed. If we consider what his wi^ 
have been towards an apostate world-^ow he has given his 
Son to be a Redeemer, and his spirit to be a sanctifier — how he 
has sent all his servants the prophets, rising early and sending ; 
and that notwithstanding he knew beforehand what treatment he 
would meet with from a guilty, ungrateful, God-hating world 
—how they would murder his Son, resist his spirit, and lull his 
messengers : if we consider how patient, and forbearing, and 
long-suffering he has been towards obstinate sinners — ^how loth 
to give them over ; swearing by himself that he delights not in 
their death, but rather that they turn and live ; even while they 
have contenmed and affronted him in the vilest manner : and if 
we consider lus distinguishing favors towards his elect, and die 
marvellous things which he has wrought for his church and peo- 
ple ; — I say, if we consider these things, and, at the same time, 
look roimd the worid and behold the innumerable common fa- 
vors strewed abroad among guilty, hell-deserving rebels, we 
must be forced to own, that he is good to all, and that his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works. 

His goodness, indeed, is evidendy as unbounded as his power. 
There is no act of kindness, which his omnipotency is able to do, 
but that there is goodness enough in his heart to prompt him to do 
it, if, all things considered, it is best to be done : His propensi- 
ty to do good is fully equal to his. ability. All the treasures 
and good things of this lower world are his, and he gives all to 
the children of men ; and we should have enjoyed all, without 
the least sorrow intermixed, had not our sin and apostacy made 
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-itttecenaiy for him to give «ome testimony of his dis^essure: 
and yttfBven the cabmtties of life are well adapted^ inour pres- 
-ent state^ to do us good* AU the treasures and glories ofheav- 
«n are his, and he offers all to a guilty world, and actually gives 
all to such as are ?rilling to accept of all, through the mediator, 
in the way prescribed^-^UKl what can he give more ? Can he 
give his only begotten son to die for sinners ? Behold, he has 
a heart to do it ! Can he -give his hciy spirit to recover poor 
sinners to God ? Behold, he has a heart to do it. ..is as ready 
to give his holy spirit to them that ask, as parents are to give 
bread to their children ! And,'finaHy, can he, in any sense, give 
himself to his creatures ? Behold, he is willing to*do so....to be 
their God, and lather, and pordon, and be all things to them, 
and do all things for them, if they will but accept of him through 
Jesus Christ ! So that, as I said, his propensity to do .good is 
fully equal to his ability : And there is no doubt but that he 
does show all those kindnesses to his intelligent creatures, 
which, all things considered, are best should be shpwn. And 
-his understanding b infinite, whereby he is able to determine 
exacdy what is best in the whole. Thy mercyy Lord^ is in 
'the heaoena; andthyfaithjuhtess reacheth unto the clouds : Hew 
excellent is thy loving kindness, OGod! Therefore the children 
of men put their trust under the shadow of thy rjoings....Fs2lm 
xxxvi. 5^7. , 

And such is the goodness of his nature, and so much good- 
ness has he in his heart, that he needs no motive to excite him to 
do good ; i.e. nothing from without : Thus, unmoved andun- 
excited by any thing from without lumself, of hia own mere 
goodness, he did, in the da3rs of eternity, determine to do all 
that good, which ever will by him be done, to all eternity, when 
there was nothing existing but himself, and so nothing to move 
him but his own good pleasure : Yea, such is the goodness of 
his nature, that he not only needs no motive from without to 
excite him to do good, but even then, when there are all diings to 
the contrary— even every thbg in his creatures to render them 
ill-deserving, and to discourage and hinder his shewing mercy, 
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and t» provoke him to wrath-*-even then> wheH c&ooungfr* 
menta are mfinitely great, and provocations are innumjembk ; 
.yea, when there is nothing in his creature but what is ptibic w^ 
ture of a provocation — even, in such a case, he can show aionp 
cy ; yea, the greatest of mercies* He can ^ve his son to dit 
for such, and his holy spirit to sanctify the^^ and Umself at last to 
be their God and.father, and everlasting portion : Such is the in* 
comparable goodness of his nature. Wli9 is a God Hie unto 
thee I hs:....Mic. vii. 18, 19. — But then he is »t liberty,.in such 
cases^ and may act according to his own discretion, and hav^^ 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and have compassion q^ 
whom he will have compassion ; and, truly, it is infinitely fit he 
should. To act sovereignly, in such cases, is infinitely becom* 
ing ; and, indeed, it is fit he should dispense all his favors ac- 
cording to his sovereign pleasure : It is fit he should do what 
he will with his own. He knows best how to exercise his own 
goodness, and it is perfectly fit that he should ba at liberty, and 
act according to his own discretion....according to the counsel 
of Ms own wilL And because it is infinitely fit, therefore he ao 
tually does so....£^A. i. 11. . He passed by the angels that sin- 
ned, and pitied sinful men ; he passed by the 'rest of the woild, 
and chose the seed of Abraham ; he suffers thousands of sin- 
ners to go on in their sins and perish, and, in the mean time, 
seizes here and there one by his all-conquering gra^e, and effec- 
tually saves them \ and all according to his sovereign pleasure, 
because it seems good in his sight so to do. And the reason 
why he acts sovereignly, is because, in the nature of things^ it is 
fit he should ; therefore, his sovereignty is a holy and a glorious 
sovereignty. Hence, when Moses desired to see his giori^^ he 
discovered this unto \i\nu...Exod» xxxiii. 12. And because our 
Savior saw how fit and becoming it was for God to act as a 
sovereign, in bestowing his favors, therefore he saw a glory in 
his sovereignty, and so rejoiced in it....M/^ xi. 25, 26. And 
sovereign grace is glorious grace in the eyes of every one who 
views things aright, and has aright frame of heart. Consid- 
ering that d/God has is bis ^i'72....that he knows infinitely the 
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best what to do with what he Aatf....fhat there can be no motive 
Jrom without to exdte him to act, k is infinitely fit he should be 
left to himself, to act according to his own discretion ; and it is 
infinite impudence for a worm of the dust to intermeddle or go 
about to direct the almighty and infimtely wise God ; and it is 
infinite wickedness to dislike his conduct, and find fault with 
his dispensations. 

• Indeed, if there was ^nothing of greater worth and importsmce 
than the happiness of his creatures and subjects, and so nothing 
that he ought to have a greater regard to and concern for, then 
k is not to brsupposed that any <^ his creatures and subjects 
would be finally miserable. The mfinitdy good Governor of 
the world has a great regard to the happiness of his subjects^ 
dieir wel&re is very dear to him, and their m'lsery, in itself^ or 
for its own sake, very undesirable in his sight ; yet he has so 
much greater regard to something else, that, in some instances, 
he actually does suffer nnnera to go on in their sins'and perish 
forever : yea, he will inflict the eternal torments of hell upon 
them. The goodness of God is a holy, wise and rational good* 
ness, and not an unreasonable fondness : He will never do a 
wrong thing, to oblige any of his creatures : no, he had rather 
the whole world should be damned ; yea, that even his own Son 
should die : Nor will he «ver communicate good to any one, 
when, all things considered, it is not best and wisest. When 
he first designed to create the world, and first laid out his whole 
scheme of government, as it was easy for him to have determin- 
ed, diat neither angels nor men should ever sin, and that miser/ 
should never be heard of in all his dominions, so he could ea- 
sily have prevented both sin and misery. Why did he not ?— 
Surely, not for want of goodness in his nature ; for that is infi- 
nite : — ^notfrom any thing Kke cruelty ; for there is no such thing 
in him : — ^no.t for want of a suitable regard to the happiness of 
his creatures ; for that he always has : But it was because, in 
his infinite wisdom,he did not think it best in Uie whole. It was 
not because he had not snfiicient power to preserve angels and 
men all holy andliappy ; for 4t is certain he had >— it was not be- 



SS^ TRU£ RELIGION DELINEATED^ AND 

cause preventiog grace would have been inconsistient with their 
being free agents ; for it would not : — ^it was not because he did 
not thoroughly consider and weigh the thing with all its conse* 
quences ; for it is certain he did : But, upon the whole, all 
things considered, he judged it best to permit the angels to siit 
and man to fall ; and so let misery enter into his dominions. 
It did not come to pass accidentally and unawares, and contftuy.' 
to what God had ever thought of or intended ; because it is cer- 
tain that he knew all things from the beginning ; and itisceitam: 
that, in an aiF^ur of such a nature, and of such consequence, he 
could not stand by as an idle, unconcerned spectator, fbaX caiti 
not which way things go. There is no doubt, therefore, but 
that, all things considered, he thought it best to permit things to 
come to pass just as they did : And, if he thought it best, it was 
best ; for his understanding is infinite — ^his wisdom unerring^ 
and so he can never be mistaken. But why was it best ? What 
could he have in view preferable to the happiness of his creii* 
tures i And if their happiness was to him above all things most 
dear, how could he bear the thoughts of their ever, any of them, 
being miserable i — ^Why, it is certain he thought it best ; and 
therefore -it is certun he had a view to somethbg else besides 
merely the happiness of his creatures — to something of greater 
importance, and more worthy to bear a governing sway in his 
ihindy by which it became him to be above all things influenced, 
in laying out and contriving how things should proceed and be 
disposed in the world he designed to create. 

But what was that tlung which was of greater worth and im«' 
portance, and 90 more worthy to bear a governing sway in his 
mind, and to which he had the greatest regard, making all oth« 
er things give way to this ? What was hisgrand end in creating 
and governing the world ? Why, look... .what end he is at last 
like to obtain, when the whole scheme is finished, and the day 
of judgment past, and heaven and hell filled with all their pro* 
per inhabitants : And what will be the final result ? What will 
he get by all ? Why, in all, he will exert and display every one 
of his perfectioins to the life, and so, by all, will exhibit a most 
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perfect and exact image of himself. And now, as he is bfinite- 
ly glorious in being what he is, therefore that scheme of conduct 
which is perfecdy suited to exhibit the most lively and exact 
image of him, must be infinitely glorious too : And, therefore, 
this is the greatest and best thing he can aim at in all his works ; 
and this, therefore, ought to be his last end. Now, it is evi-. 
dent that the fall of the angels and of man, together with all 
those things which have and will come to pass in consequence 
thereof, and occasioned thereby, from the begbning of the ¥^rld 
to the day of judgment, and throughout eternity, will serve to 
give a toyifii more lively and perfect representadon of God, than 
could possibly have been exhibited, had there never been any 
sin or miseiy. The holiness and justice— the goodness, mercy, 
and grace of God shine much more brighUy : They have been 
displayed widi an astonishing lustre and glory in the death of 
Christ, and will be displayed forever in heaven and in hell, as 
they could not have been, had not sin and misery ever been per- 
mitted to enter into God^s world : Indeed, if, in the nature of 
things, it had been wrong for God to have permitted any of his 
creatures to sin, and then to punish them for it — if God had 
been bound in duty, or in goodness, to keep them from sin, or 
to save them when they had sinned, then the case had been oth- 
erwise : But since, in the nature of things, it was fit he should 
be at liber^, and act according to his own discretion ; and sinc^ 
the end he had in view was so noble and godlike, his conduct 
in this aifsur was infinitely right, fit and becoming, and so infi- 
nitely glorious. Certainly God thought it was so, or he would 
not have done as he did ; and therefore* if we view things as 
God did, and have a temper and frame of heart like unto his, 
we shall think so too : And, as I said before, it is horrid pride 
and impudence for us to pretend to know better than the infinite* 
ly wise God, and infinite wickedness for us to pretend to find 
Sstult with his conduct....iRo/?i. ix. 19 — ^23.* Thus, if he had 

• OBj....Bttt Burdy it could not be consistent wiih the divine goodness, 
from aU eternitx, to decree the everlasting iiiiser>- of his creatures. 

A\-s. 

G 
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aimed merely at die happmess of his creatures, he coidd eaaStf 
have 80 oidered that Pharaoh Aould wilUngly have let land 
go, and he could hftve led Israel in less than tarty days to the 
promised land, and put them into an immediate posseaaionr 
but there waBsom^ttuag elsewhichhe had a greater regard to; 
and theittfbre Pharaoh's hevt b haerdened, and dl kis'wiNi* 
dei-8 are wrought in the land of Egypt. The trflbes of land 
mardi to the borders of die Rcd-Sea....the sea parta^.ulsrad 
goes through, but the Egyptians are drowned. And now la* 
rael is tempted and tried, and they sin and rebd; aeod M are 
doomed to wander forty years in the wilderness, and to have 
their carcases fidldiere. And why was all this? Why, because 
his design was to display all his perfections, and fill die whole 
earth with his f^oty ...Exod. ix. 16— -Akm^. toy. 21. Andnow, 
because it is the most noble thing that God can have in view, 
to act fordi all his perfections to the life, and so exhibit die most 
exact representation (^himself in his works ; therefore, it is in* 
finitely fit he should make tins his last end, and all otherthingi 
subservient ; and his conduct in so doing is infinitely beauti- 
ful and glorious, llius we see how the goodness of Gtxl is dis- 
played in bis government of die world, and see that it is an un- 
bounded, rich, free goodness ; and that all the exercises of it 
are sovereign, and under the direction of his infinite wisdom : 
so that God is infinitely glorious on the account of this perfec- 
tion of his vaXMrt....Exod. xxxiii« 19. & xxxiv. 5, 6, T.^-^Homi 
ix — Eph. i. 1 — 12. 

(7) His uncfumgeable truth and faithfulness are also discov* 
ered in his government of the world ; and that iii the fiilfilment 
of his promises, and the execution of his direatenings. Did he ' 

AN8....God has in fact permitted sin to enter into the world— does in 
fact pcmiit many to die in their sins — will in fact punish them forever ; 
and all consistent with the infinite g^oodness of his nature, as every one 
must acknowledge. And since it is consistent with his goodness to do iu 
he dcet, it was consistent with his goodness, to determine with himself be* 
forehand to do*o .-...What God, front eternity, decreed to do, that God, in 
timet will do : therefore, if all God*s conduct be holy, just and good, so 
also are all his decrees ; unless we can suppose it to be wrong for the infir 
nitely wise God, from all eternity, to determine upon a conduct in Ul res- 
pects right ; than whicli nothing can be more absurd. 
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(promise to be Abraham^s God ? So he was. Did he {XDmtse 
jto give the I|uid of Canaan, to his seed for an inheritance I So 
he did. Did he promise to send his Son intothe world, and to 
.set him up a kingdom upon earth ? Evensohe hasdone: And 
he is in like manner true and faithful to all his promises, which 
he has made to his people^ And did he threaten to drown the 
lold woild»«.to make Israel wander forty ^ears in the mlder- 
ness^M^to deliver them into the hands of their enemies^ at what 
Ume soever they should fbraake him, and gp.and serve other 
gods, and, finally, to send them captives into Babylon.fbr sevr 
.enty years ? Even so he has done. God's WDrd may always 
be depended upon ; for what he designs, that he says ; and what 
.he says, that he will do. And thb is another of the g^ofrious 
perfections of his nature. 

. Thus all the perfections of God are discovered m his gov- 

.emment of the world. By his coruhict we may see what he is, 

and learn the very temper of his heart. And now, I might go 

.duDugh his odier works.^.his redeenung, justifying, sanctify- 

iQg sinners,, and bringing them to eternal g^ory at last,andshew 

.how his g^rious perfections shine forth in them.. But I have 

already hinted at some of these, things, and shall have occasion 

.afterwards to view the divine perfections shining forth in these 

.works of God, when I come to consider the nature of the gos« 

pel. Sufficient has been said to answer my present purpose ; 

and,thcrefore,£or brevity's sake,I will proceed no further here. 

.Thus, then, we see bow the perfecuons of God are manifested 

isihis woris^ 

Secondly.. The same tepresentation is made of God in his 
' WORD : For these great works of God...«his cceadng, presen- 
ing and governing the world.*. Jiis redeemmg^ sancufying and 
saving sinners, are the subject-matter of all the Bible. God* in 
his works, acts out his perfections, and, in his word, lays the 
whole before our eyes in wriung.. Therein he has told us what 
he has done, and what he intends to do ; and so has delineated 
his gbrious perfections in the plainest manner. In his xvord^ 
God has reveakd himselfxo the children of mea..„has manifest- 
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ed and shewn what he is. But how ? Why, by declaring and 
hol£ng forth his works, as that in which he has exlubited die 
image of himself. Thus, die scriptures begin with an account 
of God's creating the world, and goes on throughout all the Old 
Testament, informing how he preserves and governs it : And, 
then, in the New Testament, we are informed more particulady 
how he redeems, justifies, sanctifies, and saves sinners. And 
now, as the actions of a man discover the temper and dispou- 
lion of his hearty and shew what he is, so the works of Qod, 
from first to last, all taken together, hold forth an exact repre- 
sentation of himself. If we will begin with God's creating the 
'World, and survey all his conduct in the light of scripture....his 
conduct towards man before the fall, and after the fiEdl....hia con* 
duct towards Abel and Cain, Enoch and Noah, and all the old 
%vorM....his conduct towards Lot and Sodom — towards Abra- 
liam, Isaac and Jacob, and Joseph — towards the children of Is- 
rael, in Eg\'pt, at the Red-Sea, in the wilderness, at Sinai, at 
IMassah, at Taberah, &c....and in the times of Joshua, of their 
Judges, of their Kings, &c. and then come into the New 
Testament, and survey his conduct with relation to the redemp- 
tion and salvation of sinners, and then look forward to the great 
judgment-day, and s^e his whole scheme finished....see the re- 
sult, the conclusion and end of all ; look up to heaven and take 
a view of that world, and look down to hell and survey the state 
of things tfiere ; from the whole we may see what God h : for, 
in the whole, God exerts his nature, and, by the whole, God dc« 
signs to exhibit an exact representation of himself. And, then, 
arc our apprehensions of God right, and according to trtah, 
when we take in that very representation which he has made of 
himself: And now to account him infinitely glorious in being 
what he is, and to love him with all our hearts, because he ia 
what he is, b the very thing which the law of God requires. 

And, indeed, so plain is that representation which God has 
made of himself, by his works and in his word ; and he is really 
so infinitely glorious in being what he is, that were not mankind* 
dirough their exceeding great depravity, entirely void of aright 
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taste and relish for true beauty^ they could not but be even rav- 
ished with the divine Bemg. They would naturally feel as they 
do in heaven, and naturally speak their language, Holy^ hgly^ 
hohfy is the Lord of hosts ; the whole earth is full of his glory / 
...dsai. vi. 3. But sudi is the vile temper of sinful, aposute 
creatures, that they are not only blind to the moral excellency 
of the divine nature, but are even in a stated, habitual contrari- 
ety to God in the frame of their hearts..../?0m. viii. 7. And 
hence, the manifestation which God has made of himself, can 
find no place in their hearts....yoAn vm. 37. They cannot 
attend to things of such a nature, (verse 43. J because so disa- 
greeable to their taste ; for (verse 4i7.J He that is ofGod^ hear^ 
eth Go(Ps word ; ye^ therefore^ hear them not^ because ye are not 
of God. It is hard to bring unregenerate men so much as to 
have right notions of what God is, because he is a Being in his 
ndture so contrary and disagreeable to them. They do not Uke 
to retain God in their knowled^e4...Rom. i. 28. Men had 
rather that God was another kind of Bebg, diiierent from what 
he really is, and more like themselves — one that would suit their 
temper, and serve their interest : and, therefore, they frame 
such an one in their own fancy, and then fall down and worship 
the false image which they have set up. From hence it is, that 
all those false notions of God have taken their rise, which have 
always filled the world. But were men brought to have right 
notions of what God is, and to take in that very representation 
which he has made of himself, by his works and in his word ; yet 
they would be so far from accounting him infinitely glorious in 
being what he is, that they would see no form or comeliness in 
him wherefore they should desire him : but would feel the like 
malignant spirit towards him as the Jews did towards their pro- 
phets, and towards Christ and his aposdes, only in a worse de- 
gree. The same temper which caused the exercise of such en- 
mity towards their prophets, and towards Christ and his apos- 
tles, would have caused as great or greater towards God him- 
self, had they but had right notions of him. And the clearer 
apprehension 4 sinner has of God, the more will his enmity ex- 
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iyShite glory in being such : For these two will lay an cfFcc- 
foundatioa in our hearts for that iove which the law re- 
tMm By the common inflences of the spirit, we may be awa- 
id'to a realizing sight and sense oiwlwt God is ; and, by the 
Uand sanctifying influences of the spirit, we may receive a 
e of his infinite j^fert/ in being such : And also the sense of tus* 
y will natiHtdly cause us to see more clearly what God is .* 
I sense of the moral excellency of the divine nature fixes our 
1^^ on CkxI ; and the more our thoughts are fixed, the 
t distinctly we see what he is : And while we see him to be 
t he is, and see his infinite g^ory in being such, hereby a dU- 

* love is naturally enkindled in our hearts. And thus. He 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness^ shines in our 

-te, and gives us the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
': And so we all^ with openface^ beholdy as in a glass^ the 
y of the Lordf and are changed into the sameimage...ll Cor. 
18. and iv. 6. A sight of the moral excellency of the. dU 
I nature makes God appear infiiuCely glorious in every res- 
u Those things in God, which before appeared exceeding^ 
adful, now appear unspeakably gbrious : His sovereignty ap* 
rs glorious, because now we see he is fit to be a sovereign, 
that it is fit and right he should do what he will with his 
I : His justice appears gbrious, because now we see the in- 
te evil of sin ; and a consideration of his infinite understand- 
and almighty power enhances his glory : And while we view 
It he is, and see his greatness and glory, and consider his 
l^inal, entire, underivcd right to all things, we begin to see 
f he assumes the character of most high God, supreme Lord, 
i sovereign Governor of the whole worid ; and we resign the 
)nc to him, and take our places, and become his willing sub- 
:s ; and our hearts arc framed to love him, and fear him, and 
it in him through Jdsus Christ ; and we give up ourselves 
lim, to walk in all his wa}'S and keep all his commands, seek- 

* his glory : And thus a sight and sense of the infinite digni- 
greatness, glory and excellency of the most high God, lays 
first foundation for a divine love. God's being what he is. 
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ert itsel£ ; because a sinful nature and a holy nature are dia^ 
metrically opposite to each other : And, therefore, the dearest 
external revelation of God cannot bring sinners to loye him.p— 
Alltheirorld will see just what kind of Being he isattfae dagr 
of judgment, and that in a very plain and clear msumer : But 
yet they whose nature it is to hate him for being what he ia^wiU 
hate him still; yea, hate him more than Gvtri And, therefiH^ 
besides the external revelation which God has made of himsdf, 
by his works and in his word, there it an absolute neceasily that 
he should internally reveal himself in his glory to thehejartofa 
sinner, in order to beget divine love there : Which brings me 
to add. 

Thirdly. God reveals his infinite glory in being what he is in 
the hearts ofsinnerSy by his lioly 8PiRiT....il&^. xi. 25,27. B^ 
his works and in his word he has revealed what he is^ and that 
in a manner sufficicndy plain-— even so plainly that there is no 
need at all of any further objective revelation ; and he is reaUf 
infinUely glorious in being what he is : Now, therefore, if we 
would righdy attend to that revelation which God has made of 
himself^ we could not but have right apprehensions of him; and 
if we had a good taste for true beauty, we could not but be rav- 
ished with his glory : but we are naturally disinclined to rig^ 
apprehensions of God, and are entirely destitute of a true taale 
for moral beauty : And hence we may learn what kind of ii^ 
ward illumination we stand in need of from the spirit of God. 
We do not need the holy spirit to reveal any new truths concern- 
ing God, not already revealed ; for the external revelation which 
he has made of himself, is sufficiently fuU: — ^we do not need to 
' have the holy spirit immediately reveal all these truths con- 
cerning God over again to us, by way of objective revelation^ or 
immediate inspiration ; because die external revelation already 
made is sitjficiently plain : We only need (1) to be effectually 
awakened, to attend to those manifestations which he has made 
of himself in his works and word, that we may see what he is : 
And (2) to have a spiritual taste imparted to us, by the imme- 
diate i^&uence of the Holy Ghost, that we may have a sense of 
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hU infiniU glory in being such : For these two wilUay an effec- 
tual foundatioa in our hearts for that love which the law re- 
•quires. By the common inflences df the spirit, we may be awa- 
kened to a realizing sight and sense of what God is ; and, by the 
special and sanctifying influences of the spirit, we may receive a 
sense of his infinite j'fert/ in being such : And also the sense of tus* 
glory will natiH«lly cause us to see more clearly what God is : 
for a sense of the moral excellency of the divine nature fixes our 
thoughts on God ; and the more our thoughts are fixed, the 
more distinctly we see what he is : And while we see him to be 
what he is, and see his infinite g^ory in being such, hereby a di- 
vine love is naturally enkindled in our hearts. And thus. He 
that commanded the light to shine out of darkness^ shines in our 
hearts^ and gives us the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God: And so we all^ with openface^ behold^ as in a glass^ the 
glory of the Lord, and are changed into the sameimage...ll Cor. 
iii. 18. and iv. 6. A sig^ of the moral excellency of the. di-' 
vine nature makes God appear infituitely glorious in every res- 
pect. Those things in God, which before ai^>eared exceeding^ 
dreadful, now appear unspeakably glorious : His sovereignty ap- 
pears glorious, because now we see he is fit to be a sovereign, 
and that it is fit and right he should do what he will with his 
own : His justice appears g^rious, because now we see the in- 
finite c\nl of sin ; and a consideration of his infinite understand- 
ing and almighty power enhances his glory : And while we view 
what he is, and see his greatness and glory, and consider his 
. original, entire, underivcd right to all things, we begin to see 
why he assumes the character of most high God, supreme Lord, 
and sovereign Governor of the whole worid ; and we resign the 
throne to him, and take our places, and become his willing sub- 
jects ; and our hearts are framed to love him, and fear him, and 
trust in him through Jesus Christ ; and we give up ourselves 
to him, to walk in all his ways and keep all his commands, seek- 
ing his glory : And thus a sight and sense of the infinite digni- 
ty, greatness, glory and excellency of the most high God, la}T» 
(he first foundation for a divine love. God's being what he is. 
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is the primaiy reason that he requires us to love him xvith all our 
hearts; and it is the first motive of a genuine love. 

I might now pass on to consider the additional obligations we 
are under to love God ; but that it may be profitable to stop a 
while, and a little consider the nature and properties of this^rxf 
and greatest and most fundamental obligation ; and take a view 
of some important consequences necessarily following therefrom. 
And here, 

1. This obligation is binding antecedently to any considera- 
tion of advantage or disadvantag&-'~<i{ rewards or punishments ; 
and even prior to any consideration of the positive will emd law 
cf God himself. 

2. It is infmtely binding. 

3. It is eternally binding. 

4. It is unchangeably binding. 

5. It is that from which all ofArr obligations originally derite 
their binding nature. 

1. This obligation which we are under, to love Godtinth all 
our hearts^ resulting from the infinite excellency of the <Uvine 
nature, is binding antecedently to any consideration of advantage 
or disadvantage — of rewards or punishments^ or even ofthepos^ 
itive will and law of God himself To love God with all our 
hearts naturally tends to make us happy ; and the contraxy to 
make us miserable ; and there are glorious rewards promised 
on the one hand, and dreadful punishments threatened on the 
other ; and God, as Governor of the world, has, with all his au- 
thority, by his law, expressly reqiured us to love him with all 
our hearts, and forbidden the contrary ; and all these dings are 
binding , but yet the infinite excellency of the divine nature 
lays us under honAs prior to any consideration of these things: 
So that if our interest did not at all lie at stake, and if there had 
never been any express law in the case, yet it would be right, 
and our indispensable duty, to love God with all our hearts.— - 
His being infinitely lovely in himself, makes it our duty to love 
him ; for he is, in himself, worthy of our highest esteem : Hf 
deser\es it ; it is, in the nature of things, his due : and that an- 
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tecedent to any selfish consideration, or anf express law in the 
case. To suppose the contrary, is to deny the infinite amiable- 
ness of the divine nature, and to take away the very foundation 
of the law itself, and the very reason of all rewards and punish- 
ments : For if our supreme love is not due to God, then he i» 
not infinitely lovely ; and if he does not deserve to be loved 
with all our hearts, why does he require it ? And if, in the na- 
ture of things, it is not right and fit that we should love him, 
and, the contrar\% unfit and wrong, what grounds are there for 
rewards or punishments ? So that it is evident, the infinite ex- 
cellency of the divine nature binds us, and makes it our dut}% 
antecedent to any consideration of advantage or disadvantage, 
rewards or punishments, or even of the positive will and law of 
God^ to love God with all our hearts ; and therefore our love 
must primarily take its rise from a sense of this infinite •excel- 
lency of the divine nature, as has been before observed ; and that 
seeming love, which arises merely from selfish considerations, 
from the fear of punishment or hope ofreward, or because the 
law requires it, and so it is a duty and must be done, is not gen- 
uine ; but is a selfish, a mercenary, and a forced thing. How* 
evidendy, therefore, do those discover their hypocrisy, who are 
wont to talk after the following manner : — "^ If I am elected, I 
^* shall be saved, let me do what I will ; and if I am not elcct- 
**ed, I shall be damned, let me do what I can : and therefore it 
*'is no matter how I live.'' And again after this sort...." If I 
^ knew; certainly that God had made no promises to the duties 
** of the unregenerate, as some pretend, I would never do any 
*' more in religion.** Surely, they had as good say that thiy 
have no regard at all to the infinite excellency of Uie divine na- 
ture, but are entirely influenced by selfish and mercenary mo- 
tives in all they do : They do not seem to understand tliat they 
are under infinite obligations to love God with all their hearts, 
and obey him in every thing, resulting from God's being what 
he is, and that antecedent to all selfish considerations j — suth 
know not God....I. y^An, iii. 6. 

H 
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. 2. This obligation, resulting from the intrinsic exceUencj 
and amiabieness of the cUvine nature, is infinitely bindings be« 
cause diis excellency and amiableness is in itself infinite. Our 
obligation arises from his desert^ but he infinitely deserves our 
love, because he is infinitely lovdy. When any person is love* 
ly and honorable, reason teaches us diat we ought to love and 
honor him, and that it is wrong to dislike and despise him : 
And the more lovely and honorable, the greater is our obligation 
to love and honor him ; and die more aggravatedly vile is it to 
treat him with contempt. Since, therefore, God is a Being of 
infinite dignity, greatness, glory and excellency, hence we are 
tmder an infinite obligation to love him with all our hearts ; and 
it is infinitely wrong not to do so : Since he is infinitely worthy 
to be honored and obeyed by us, therefore we are under an in- 
finite obligation to honor and obey him 4 and that widi aU our 
heart and soul, and mind and strength. Hence, 

[!•] Perfect love and perfect obedience deserve no thanks ct 
his hands. If we perfecdy love him, even with all our hearts, 
and give up ourselves entirely and forever to him, to do his 
will and seek his glory, and so cordially delight in him as to take 
up our full and everlasdng contentment in him ; yet, in all this, 
we do but our duty, and we do no more than what wetu« un- 
der an infinite obligation to do ; and, therefore, we deserve no 
thanks....£uier xviL 9, 10. — ^Yea, we do nothing but that in 
which consists our highest perfection, glory, and blessedness ; 
and, therefore, instead of deserving thanks, we ought to ac- 
count it an exceeding great privilege that we may thus love Ae 
Lord, live to him, and live upon \am..^Psalm xix. 10. 

When, therefore, eternal life was promised in the first cove- 
nant as the reward of perfect obedience, it w^ not imder the 
nouon of any thing being m^i^^; nor did it ever emer into 
the hearts of the angels in heaven to imagine they merited any 
thing by all their love and service ; for, from their very hearts, 
they all join to say. Worthy art thou^ O Lord^ to receive glory y 
and honor ^ and praise forroer. And they deserve no thanks for 
their doing so, for diey but own the very truth. 
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When, therefore, sinful men, poor, helUdcserving creatures, 
think it much that they should love and serve God so well, and 
take so great pains in reli^on ; andare ready to think that God 
and man oug^t highly to value them for their so doing, and are 
always telling God and man how mighty good they are ; as he, 
Luke xviii. 11, 12....Go^, / thank thee^ lam not as other men 
are, extortioners^ unjust, adulterers^ or even as this publican /— 
no, fiir fix)m this, I am one of the best men in all the world — I 
fast twice in the weeL^.J give tythes of all that I possess. This 
appeared to him such a mighty thing, that he thought it quite 
worth while to tcU God himself of it* Now, I say, when this 
is men^s temper, it is a sign they neither know God, nor love 
him ; for, if they did, they could not set so high a price upon 
their duties, since he is so infinitely deserving : The plain truth 
is, such have intolerable mean^thoughts of God, and intolerable 
high thoughts of themselves— they are brim-full of spiritual 
pride and self-righteousness ; and such are exceedingly hateful 
in the sight of God. They implicidy say that God is not infi- 
nitely glorious, and infinitely worthy of all love and honor — ^he 
does not deserve it«..it is not his due i but rather he is behold- 
en to his creatures for it, and ought to render them many thanks , 
for their love and service^ The language of their hearts is, 
God has so little loveliness that it is much to love liim i Lake a 
bad mother-in-law, who thinks it nothing to toil for her own 
children, because she loves them ; but grudges every step she 
takes for the rest, and thinks every little a great deal, because 
she cares hot for them : So, such men think it nothing to rise 
early and sit up late, to get the world....to get riches, honor 
and pleasure ; for they love themselves : but think it much to 
take the tenfh part of the pains in religion ; because they love 
not Goa^ Their whole frame of mind casts infinite contempt 
upon the glorious majesty of heaven, to whom all honor is in- 
finitely due, and in whose service all the hosts of heaven ac- 
count themselves perfecdy blessed : They feel as if diey de- 
served to be paid for alL 
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True, there are glorious rewards promised in the law and 
in the gospel : But why ? and upon what grounds ? A man 
may be said to be rewarded in three diflferent senses. (1») 
JVhen he receives what he strictly deserves^ as an fUreSng re* 
ceives his wages at night. But, in this sense, the angels in heav- 
en are not capable of a reward : for, in strict justice, they de- 
ser\'e nothing....Luir xvii. 9, 10 — Rom. xi. 35. They are no 
hirelings, for God has a natural, original, underived right to 
them, as much as he has to the sun, moon antl stars ; and 
these, therefore, deserve to be paid for their shining, as much 
as the angels do for their working. Besides, if the angels do 
love God, it is no more than he infinitely deserves. And br^ 
ther, the services of angels do not profit God, and so lay him 
under no obligations, any more than the birds profit the rising 
sun by their morning-songs, and so lay the sun under obliga- 
tions to shine all day. jfob xxii. 2, 3....Cana tnan be profitable 
unto God, as he that is wise may be projitabk unto himseiff A 
itany pkasure to t/ie Almighty , that thou art righteous ? oris 
it gain to him, that thou makest thy ways perfect f And yet, . 
even in this gross sense, self-righteous persons fed, at heart, at 
if they deserved a reward for their good duties ; though per* 
haps they are not willing to own it. Hence, they are so apt to 
think it would be very hard, unjust and cruel, if God should 
damn them for their past sins, notwithstanding all their good 
dulie?. Isa. Iviii. Z..^JVherefore have wefastedy say they, and 
thou seest not ? But, (2.) A man may be said to be rewarded, 
when, although, in strict justice, he deserves nothing; yet he re* 
ceives great favors at the hands of God, in testimony oftlie divine 
approbation of his person and services : And thus, the angek. 
in heaven, though they deserve nothing, yet have eternal life 
bestowed upon them, as a reward to their perfect obedience, in 
testimony of the divine approbation. God rewards them, not 
because they do him any good, nor because they deserve any 
thingat his hands ; but because he infinitely loves righteousness^ 
and to appear as an infinite friend to t/iis, in his public conduct, 
as moral Governor of the world. The most diat caa be said 
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of the holiest angel in heaven, is, that he is fit to be approved 
in the sight of God, because he is pcrfecdy such as God re- 
quires him to be. And now, because God loves to put honor 
upon virtue, and to exercise the infinite bountifulness of his 
nature, therefore he gives them the reward of eternal life. 
And thus God promises us eternal life, upon condition of per- 
fect obedience, in the first covenant : as if God had said, ^^ If 
** you will love me with all your heart, and obey me in every 
*' thing, as you are bound in duty to do ; then, although you will 
" deserve nothing, yet, as becomes a holy and good God..,.a 
*' kind and bountiful Governor, I will make you everlastingly 
*' blessed in the enjoyment of myself ; and that in testimony 
** of my approbation of your perfect and steady fidelity,'' And 
»o, by covenant and promise, this reward would have been due^ 
had the condidon been performed. Hence, that in Rom* iv« 4 
*.,.Now to him that workcth^ is the reward not reckoned of grace^ 
but tj/'oEBT. And now here self-righteous persons are wont" 
to come in with their works, and insist upon their right, and 
plead the reason of things, as well as the promise. ^^ If we do 
^^ (say they) as well as we can, which is all that God does or 
** can in justice require of us, surely he will accept of us — ^it 
*'*' would be cruel to cast us off — his goodness and faithfulness are 
^^' engaged for us :" Just as if they had now made full amends 
for all their past sins, by their repentance and reformadon ; and 
grown to be as good as angels, by taking some litde pains in 
religion ! For the best angel in heaven does not pretend to any 
other tide to blessedness than this ; namely, that he has done 
as well as he can, and that diis is all that God has required, and 
although he is an unprofitable servant, yet he depends upon the! 
promise, the goodness and faidifulncss of his bountiful Creator. 
Indeed, self-righteous persons may pretend to expect all for 
Chrisi*s sake ; and say, that what diey do, only entides them 
to an interest in him ; but it is all mere pretence ; for still they 
think that God is bowid to give them an interest in Christ and 
eternal life, if they do as rvcll as they can ; and would think 
God dealt very hardly widi them, if he did not : So that dieir 
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real dq>endance, at bottom, b upon their OMm goodness, tfaebr 
own worth or worthiness, to make amends for past uns, and 
recommend them to God, and entide them to all things ; the 
infinite absurdity of which will be evident presendy. Agsun, 
(3.) A man may be said to be rewarded, when he neither de» 
serves any thing, nor is it fitting that lus person and conduct, 
considered merely as they are in themselves^ should be approv- 
ed ; but oug^t to be condemned, according to reason, and ac- 
cording to God's righteous law, they being so sinfully defec- 
tive ; nevertheless, such a man may be said to be rewarded, 
when, merely on the account of his interest in the righteousness 
and worthiness of Christ, his person and performances are 
accepted, and peculiar favors shewn him. And in this way 
are believers accepted, according to the covenant of grace, and 
entitled to the reward of eternal life : PhiL iiu 8, 9 — Eph. u 6 
— -I Pet. ii. 5. Now, those who look for a reward in this tvay^ 
will be so far from tlunking it huch, which they have done for 
God, that they will forever set all down for nothing, and worse 
than nothing,* their best duties being so sinfully defective ; and 
judge themselves worthy of hell every day, and every moment ;' 
And all their dependance will be on Christ's worthiness, and 
the free grace of God through him : Luie xviii. 13— i?©m. iii» 
24. And all that is said in the New Testament about God's 
rewarding the believer's good works, being viewed in this lig^ 
gives not the least countenance to a self-righteous spirit, but 

• Worte than nothing. ...Vote.. I do not mean, that an imperfect, and vciy 
defective conformity to the law is worse, and more odious in God*s sight, 
than no conformity at all ; but only, that there is more oditfutnet* than 
amiahlencss in such defective services : and that, therefore, we are, in the 
sight of God, on their account, more proi)er objects of hatred and punish- 
ment, than of love and reward, if considered merely as in ourselves, with- 
out any respect to our relation to Christ : so that, in point of recommend- 
ing ourselves to God, we do, by our best duties, thus considered, rather dis- 
commend ourselves in his sight.. ..and, in this sense, they are worse than 
nothing : they are even so far from paying our constant dues, that, in the 
sight of God, they constantly run us into debt. We are infinitely to blame 
in our best frames and best duties, and have not any thing in them, which 
tends, in God's sight, in the least degree, to counterbalance our blame.— 
But if any are desirous to see this point fully explained and proved, and 
all objections answered, I refer them to Mr. Edwards*^ excellent discourtc 
•n justification by faith alonf. 
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militates directly against it : And, indeed, if we were as per* 
feet as the angels in heaven, it i4q)ears, from what has been 
said, that we should deserve no dianks. It is impudent, there* 
fore, and wicked — it is contemptuous — and, in a sort, blasphe- 
mous, and most God-provoking, for a proud, conceited 
Pharisee^ to feel as he does in his self-rig^ous frames. — 
And God mig^t expostulate with such im one in this man- 
ner : "What, b there so little lovelines in me ? And is it so 
^ great, so hard^ so self-denying, to love me, that you think it 
*^such a mighty thing ! and expect now, that all past sins shall 
"be foi-given, and my favor secured, for this good frame ! yea, 
" and that I shall give you heaven into the bargain ? What, are 
^^your obligations to me so small, that I must be so much be- 
*'holden to you for your love ? What, did you never hear that I 
^^ was the Lord ! and that it was I that stretched abroad the heav« 
^^ens ! and that you are my clay, whom I formed and fashion- 
"ed for myself? — Begone, thou impudent wretch, to hell, thy 
^^ proper place : thou art a despiser of my glorious majesty, 
" and your frame of spirit savors of blasphemy : Know it, I am 
^ not so mean as you imagine, nor at all beholden to you for 
'' your love." And this is one reason that the sacrifice of the 
wicked is such an abomination to the Lord; not only when they 
pray with a view to recommend themselves to their fellow-men, 
but also when, in doing their best, they only design to ingratiate 
themselves with God. Prov. xxi. 27.... TA^ sacrifice of the 
wicked is abomination (even his very best) : how much more 
when he bringeth it with a wicked mind ? The infinite great- 
ness, glory and excellency of God, and the infinite obligation 
thence resulting which we are under to love him with all our 
hearts, and obey him in every thing, renders a self-righteous 
spirit unspeakably odious, and infinitely provoking in the eyes 
of a holy God« But this will appear still plainer under the next 
particular. To proceed, therefore, 

[2.] If we are under an infinite obligation to love God su- 
premely, live to him ultimately, and take everlasting delight in 
him, because of his infinite glory and excellency, then the least 
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disposition to disestecm hiin..,.to be 'mdiffcrent about hisioter- 
est and honor, or to disrt:lish communion with him ; or thekant 
difipositicn to love ourselves more than God, and be more con- 
cerned about our interest and honor than about his, and to be 
pleased and delighted in the tilings of the world, more than m 
him, miASf, consequently, be infiiiitek/ sinful^* as is self-evident 

When, therefore, the great Governor of the world threatens 
eternal damnation for the least sin, (as in GaL iii. 10.) he does 
the thing that is perfecdy right ; for an infinite evil deserves 
an infinite punishment* 

Hence, also, it is no wonder that the holiest saint on earth 
mourns so bitterly, and loaths and abhors himself sq, exceeding- 
ly for the remsuning corruptions of his heart; for, if the least dis- 
position to depart from God and disrelish communion with him, 
and to be careless about his honor and interest, is infinitely sin- 
ful, then the best men that ever lived have infinite reason al- 
ways to lie as in the dust, and have Aeir hearts broken* Al- 
though it be so with them, that all which the world calls gead 
and great, appears as dross to them ; and it is nothing to them 
to part with friends and estate, honor and ease, and all, for 
Christ ; and although they have actually suffered the loss of all 
things, and do count them but dung, not worth mourning abouti 
or repining after ; yet, notwithstanding all these attainments, 
attended with the fullest assurance of eternal glory in the world 
to come, they have infinite reason to do as they do....to dislike 
themselves....to hate themselves, and lie down in the dust off i» 
tearsy because still there is such a remaining disposition in their 
hcaits to disesteem the Lord of glory.,..to neglect his interest, 
and depart from him ; and because they are so far from being 
w hat they ought to be, notwithstanding the obligations lying up- 

* The least sin maiy be an infinite evil, because of the infinite oblig&doi 
wc arc under to do otherwise, and yet all sins not be equally heinous: 
tor till- re i» as great a diftercncc among inBnites, as among finites ; I fnea]i« 
aiiiong^ things that are infinite only in one respect : For instance, to be 
for ever in hell is an intinite evil, in respect c*f the dumtion ; but yet the 
damned arc not all equally miserable. Some may be :\n hundred tiinei ts 
Iili^craL)le a-j o.hefs, in decree ; ;idthough the mikcr;^ of »U is«;qual in poiv 
of duration. 
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•n them are infinite. Oh ! this is infinitely vile and abomina* 
blcy and they have reason indeed, therefore, alwa}rs to loathe and 
abhor themselves, and repent in dust and ashes ; yea» they are 
infinitely to blame for not being more humUe and penitent.-— 
A sight and sense (^ these things made Job lie down in the dust 
and mourn so bitteriy for his impatience under his past afflio* 
tions, though he had been the most patient man in the world.,.. 
Job xlii. 5, 6. This made thepaabnkt call himself a beasU..^ 
Psalm Ixxiii. 22. And hence, Paul called himself the chief of 
sirmersj and cried out, / am carnal^ sold under sin ; O wretched 
man that lam I And hated to commend himself when the Co« 
rinthians drove him to it, and seemed to blush at every sentence^ 
and, in a sort, recalled his words— /am not a whit behind the 
very chief of the apostles^ yet I am nothing.....! labored more 
abundantly than they all, yet not L Such a sight of things kills 
a self-righteous spirit at root, in the most exalted saint ; for he 
has nothing (all things considered) to make a righteousness of^ 
but, in strict justice, merits eternal damnation every hour, and 
does nothing to make the least amends. 

For, if perfect obedience merits no thanks, as was before ob- 
served ; and if the least sin is an infinite evil, and deserves an 
infinite punishment, as we have now- seen, then a whole etemi* 
ty of perfect obedience would do just nothing towards making 
the least amends for the smallest sin ; much less will the best 
services of the highest saint on earth : And, consequendy, when 
Paul came to die, he deserved to be damned (considered mere- 
ly as in himself), as much as when he was a bloody persecutor^ 
breathing out threatenings and slaughter ; yea, and a great deal 
more too : for all his diligence and zeal in die service of Christ 
did just nothing towards making the least amends for what was 
past ; and his daily short-comings and sinful defects run him 
daily infinitely more and more into debt, which he did nothing 
to counterbalance : And hence, Paul accounts himself to be 
nothing (II Cor. xii. 11.), as well he mig^t ; and all his attain- 
ments to be, in a sense, not worth remembering (/%//. iii. 13.) 
and looks upon himself the chief of sinmets (I Timiu 15.)> and 
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less than theieast of all saints {Eph. iii. 8,), and durtt i^pnture 
his soul upon nothingbut mere free grace through Jesus Christ^.. 
Phil, iii. 8, 9« And thus it is with every believer, even the 
most holy, although he daily *8ees what a God he has simied 
against-^ow he has sinned against Mm, and does, from a gra- 
cious respect to God, mourn for sin, for all sin, a& the 'greatest 
evil, and sincerely turns from all to the Lord, and gives up him- 
self to God, to love him and live to him forever ; yet he feds 
that all this makes no amends at all for his sins^ but that he real- 
ly deserves to be damned far them as much as ever ; j^ea, he 
feels that he is infinitely blame-worthy for not being more hum- 
ble and penitent and self-abhorring, and, that his desert of 
damnation is infinitely increasing continually : And hence, he 
looks upon the grace that saves him as absolutely and divinely 
free, and infinitely great ; and always derives aH his hopes of 
happiness from the free grace of God through Jesos Christ^— 
And this is what die aposde means when he speaks of his Ihing 
by the faith of the son d/* Go^....Gal. ii, 20^,..of his rejoicing in 
Christ JesuSy and having no confidence in thefesh^.^VhiL iii. 3. 
And this was the cause of his so earnestly longing to he found 
not in himself, but in Christ....not having on his own righteous' 
nessy but the righteousness which is ofGodbyJaith.^.^Fh\[^ iii. 8, 9. 
How directly contrary to all this is the temper of the blind, con- 
ceited Pharisee, as expressed by Maintonides, the Jew, who 
was professedly one of diat sect ? ** Every man,'* says he, ** hath 
^^ his sins, and every man his merits : and he that hath more 
*^ merits than sins, b a just man ; but he that hath more sins 
** than merits, is a wicked maiu" And this is the way of such 
men — they put their sins, as it were, into one scale, and their 
good duties into the other ; and when they fancy their goodness 
outweighs their badness, dien they look upon themselves in the 
favor of God. But to return, 

From what has been ssdd, we tnay learn, that the more sensi» 
ble any man is of the infinite glory and excellency of God, and 
of his infinite obligations thence resulting to love God with all 
his heart, and obey him in every thing, the clearer will he sec 
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that perfect obedience deserves no thanks, and that the least 
sin is an infinite evil and deserves an infinite punishment ; and 
go he will renounce his awn righteousness, die to himself, and 
come down to notlung, more and more ;. and so will be propor- 
donably more and more sensible of his absolute need of Christ 
and free grace : And hence, this more holy a maa grows, the 
more humble will he be.. And, on the contrary,,the more inserts 
9ible a man is of God's infinite glory and excellency, and of his 
obligations^ thence resulting, th)s niore wiU he value his. duties, 
and the less evil will he see ip sin, and the less sensible will he 
be of his ill desert, and of his need of Christ and free grace<-^ 
And hence, a self-righteous, impenitent Christ-despising spir- 
it reigns in all who know not God ; And thus we see sojpe of the 
consequences necessarily following from that infinite obligation 
to love God with all our hearts which we are under, resulting 
£romthe Infinite glory and excellency of the divine nature.^ 
But to pass on, 

3. This obligation we are under to love God with all our 
hearts, arising from his infinite glory and excellency, is, in the 
nature of things, eternally binding. God, his being, perfectiooa^ 
and glory will be eternal : God will always be infinitely ami** 
. ble — always as amiable as he is now ; and there will be always, 
therefore, the same reason that be should be looted, for being 
what he is ; even the very seme reason that there is now : This 
.obligation is therefore perpetually binding amidst all .the chan- 
ges of this life.. Whether we are sick or well, in. prosperity or 
ia adversity ; whether we are rabed to honoi: with D2.vid, or 
live in affluence with Solomon ;. or whether we are in prisoR 
with X^^^pb) or on the dung-hill with Job^ or wandering about 
in sheep-skins apd goat-skins, destitute, ai&icted, tormented* 
with those mentioned in the eleventh to the Hebrews^ still this 
obligation upon us to love God, b invariably the same : For Cvod 
is always infinitely amiably in himself ; yea, and always will be 
so, whether we are in the earth, or in heaven, or in hell : And 
therefore it always is, and always will be, our indispensible 
,dutv to love him with all our hearts, let what will become of us. 
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and let our circumstances, as to happiness and misery, be whitt 
they may. 

Did our obligations to love God arise merely from a consid^ 
eration of something eke besides the eternal eoccettency of the di- 
vine nature— from something ^luch might akogedier ceaae in 
time, then might it possibly, some time or other, crosr to be our 
duty tb love Ciod with all our hearts : But assuredly it can 
never cease^ until God cecises to be what he is. The infinite ob- 
ligation hence arising will be eternally binding : Indeed, if all 
our obligations to love God did arise merely from selfish con* 
aiderations, then, in hell, where these selfish considerations will 
cease, it would cease to be a duty to love God. If I were oUi- 
ged to love God, only because he loves me — ^is kind to me, and 
designs to make me happy, then, when he cease^ to love me, 
to be kind to me, and to intend my happiness, all my obliga- 
tions to him would cease ; and it -would be no sin not to lova 
him : But now, since our obligations to love God arise originaU 
ly from his being what he is in himself, antecedent to all adfish 
considerations ; therefore it will forever remaJA our du^ to 
love him, let our circumstances, as to happiness or misery, bf 
what they mil : And not to love him with all our hearta, wiU 
forever be infinitely wrong. Hence die guilt of the fallen an- 
gels has been increasing ever since their first apostacy ; and the 
guilt of all the damned will be increasing to all eternity ; and 
no doubt their punishment will increase in the same propor- 
tion. How inconceivably and infimtely dreadful, therefore, 
will be their case, who are thus continually sinking deeper and 
deeper in that bottomless pit of woe and misery ! And indeed, 
if this be the case, hell may well be compared, as it is in scrip- 
ture, to a bottomkss pit.^.^Kev. ix. 1. & xx. !• 

4» This obligation which we are under to love God with aU 
our hearts, resulting from the infinite excellency of the divine 
nature, is also unchangeably binding. As unchangeable as the 
divine nature is^ — as unalterable as the divine beauty is, even so 
imchangeable, so unalterable, in the veiy nature of things, is 
this our infinite obligation to love him supremely, live to hioa ■ 
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ultimately, and delight m him superlatively. As God is infr 
nitely lovely in himself, and unchangeably so, so it is self-evi* 
dent we are under an infinite and invariable obligation to love 
him with all our hearts. Thu cannot but be always our duty. 
So long as God vemsuns what he is, this will remain our duty. 
It will, in the nature of things, be unalterably right and fit to 
love him ; and not to do so, unalterably unfit and wrong. Our 
sinking down into ever so bad a temper, and getting to be ever 
eo remote from a disposition to love him, can no more free us 
from the obligadon, than it can cause him to cease being ami- 
able. He must cease to be amiable, before our obligation 
thence arising can possibly cease to be binding. If there be 
no alteration in his infinite beauty, there can possibly be no at 
teration in the infinite obligation thence arising. While God 
remains what he is, and while our natural powers and faculties 
iU-e msdntained in being, it must continue our duty to love God 
with all our hearts, and it cannot but be our duty. In the na- 
ture of things it is right ; and the obligation is just as incapable 
of any alteration, as is the equality between twice two and four. 
The fallen angels are of so bad a temper, that the very thoughts 
of God will, doubdess, sooner than any thing, stir up all their 
hatred : But God deserves to be perfectiy loved by them, as 
much as he did before their apostacy. There is a great altera- 
tion in the temper of their minds ; but not the least shadow of 
change in the divine beauty. Their having contracted so bad 
and wicked a temper, cannot surely nflike it right and lawful 
for them to indulge it, and continue in it. Their impious re^ 
volt surely cannot free them from the authority and government 
of Almighty God* He deserves their homage and subjection, 
as much as ever he did : The original ground of all still re» 
mains ; he is still the Lord. The same may be said of fallen 
man — ^it is impossible that our bad temper should free us from 
our obligation to love God with all our hearts. It is still, in 
the nature of thin^, as wrong, not to love God with all our 
hearts, as ever it was, or as it would have been, had we not 
joined with tiie fallen angels, and turned apostates. It musi 
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be SO, unless our being of so bad and wicked a temper makes it 
right for us to continue of such a temper, and we not at all 
blame-worthy for acting agreeably thereto ; that is, unless our 
being so very bad and wicked, makes us not at all to Uame for 
our badness and wickedness : And so, according to this rule, 
the viler any creature grows, and the more averse to God and 
to all good, the less he is to blame ; which 13 one of the gros- 
sest absurdities in the world. Therefovey 

(1.) The divine law which teqmres u$ to love God "with all 
cur hearts, considered as a nde of duty ^ is, in the nature of things^ 
Mnalterabky and absolutely incapable of any abatement^ more or 
less. The thing required^ ijs, ia the nature of things, our duty, 
antecedent to any consideration of an express law in the case 
—OS that children ought to honor their parents, and neighbors 
do as they would be done by,, are things in themselves right, 
and duties antecedent to any consideration of an egress law in 
the cz3t.M»*Eph» vi. !•. These things would have been duties, 
if there had never been any laws made concerning them, by 
God or man : Yea, they are, in their own nature, so rights that 
they cannot but be our duty ;. and to dishonor our parents, and 
cheat, and defraud, and injure our neighbor, cannot but be 
wrong : So, to love God with all our hearts is originally right 
.and fit, and our duty ; and would have been so, had there ne- 
ver have been any positive, express law in the case* 

Now the grand reason why God, the great Governor of the 
world,, ever made a law requiring us to lave him with all our 
hearts, was because it was thus, in its own nature, so infinitely 
fit : And now to suppose that he would repeal, or alter, or abate 
this law,wheathe grounds and reasons of his first making of it re- 
main as forceable as ever — ^when the thing required is as right 
and fit as ever — and when it becomes him, as Governor of the 
worid^ still to require it as much as ever ; — ^I say, to suppose 
such a thing, casts the highest reproach upon all his glorious 
perfections : It casts the highest reflection upon his infinite Aa- 
linessy whereby he is infinitely inclined to love right and hate 
wrong ; for it supposes lum to release his creatures from doing 
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right, and to allow diem to do wrong....alittle at least : It casts 
the highest refiecdon upon his impartial justice^ whereby he is 
infinitely inclined to give every one his due ; for it supposes him 
to release his creatures from giving unto God the glory which 
is his due, and to allow diem to keep back part at least : It casts 
the Mghest reflecdcxi upon his stability and truth; for it suppo- 
ses him to alter his law when there is no reason for it : yea, it 
reflects even upon \iis goodness itself ; for it is so far from be- 
ing a benefit* to his creatures to have this excellent law altered, 
whidi is*so completely suited to the perfection and happiness 
of dieir nature, that it would be one of the greatest and sorest 
calamities which could happen. Like the altering all the good 
laws and rules in a family, merely to humor and gratify a re* 
bellious child, who will not be governed. Such a child should 
be made to conform to the wholesome laws of the family, and 
not the laws be abated and brought down to a level with his bad 
temper and perverse humor : And, finally, it casts the highest 
reflectioQ upon die infinite wisdom of the great Governor of die 
world i for it supposes him to go counter to his own honor and 
to the good of his creatures, to counteract all his perfections, 
and contradict the reason and nature of things ; and that mere- 
ly in condescension unto, and in compliance with the sinful,cor» 
rupt taste and inclinations of an apostate, rebellious, God-hap 
ting world. 

And now, how could the great Governor of the world clear 
and vindicate the honor of his great name, in making any abate- 
ments in this law, which requires us to love him with all our 
hearts ? Would he say that he had before required more love than 
was his due ? Surely, nothing can be much more blasphemous 
than to suppose this. Would he say that he does not deserve s§ 
much as he did ? Still it is equally blasphemous to suppose this. 
Would he say that less than is his due is iiLL that is his due ? 
But this would be to contradict himself in express terms. Or 
would he openly profess to quit his right and freely aUorw his 
creatures to despbe him a litde, and sin sometimes, in conde- 
scension unto and compliance widi the corrupt inclinations of 
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their sinful hearts ? But this, in the nature of things, would be 
infinitely wrong and dishonorable. Upon what grounds, then, 
could the supreme Governor of the woild go about to make 
abatements in a law so holy, just and good, that only requires 
us to love him with all our hearts, which, in the nature of things, 
is SQ infinitely right and suitable ? Or upon what grounds can 
we possibly desire any abatements to be made, unless we even 
profess that we do not like the law....that we are averse to lov- 
ing God with all our hearts^. .that it is a very tedious, self-de* 
Dying thing to us, and what we can by no means freely xsotae in- 
to ; and so, upon this footing, desire some abatements ! Or, 
which is the same thing, honestly own ^^ that we love sin so 
^dearly that God must tolerate us in it, or we cannot a{^»xive 
•'of his government.'* 

But, indeed, God can as easily cease to be, as go about to li- 
cense and tolerate the least sin ; and he had rather Heaven and 
earth should pass cnvay^ than that the lt9st jot or tittle of his k/w 
shottldfaiU,.M^t. v. 18. 

How can anj* body, therefore, once imagine that Christ came 
down from heaven and died, to purchase this abatement of die 
law of God, and procure this lawless liberty for his rebellious 
cubjects? What ! did he desert his Father's interest and honor, 
and the honor of his law and government, and spill his precious 
blood, that he might persuade the great Governor of th^ world to 
slacken the reins of government, and give out this impious li- 
cense to iniqui^ i — Surely to suppose this, is to make Christ a 
friend to sin, and an enemy to God. 

What, then, do they mean, who, in their prayers, presume ID 
thank God for the gracious abatements which he has made in hb 
law ? And what do ministers mean by telling their people, from 
the pulpit, that the law is abated, and that sincere obedience u 
ALL that is now required of us ? — Indeed, if poor secure sin- 
ners are made to believe that this was the great business Christ 
came into the world upon, no wonder if their impious hearts 
are pleased, and if they seem to love Christ, and prize the gp^ 
pel, and give thanks to God for this great goodness and cond^ 
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Bcension ; for hereby they are delivered from that strictness in 
religion which they hate, and a wide door is opened for them 
to sin without blame : Yea, they have the comfort to think that 
it is no sin not to love God with all their heart, with all their 
soul, and with all their strength : And, generally, a very litdo 
matter of religion, they think, will serve. And now it's good 
times, and they bless themselves. But, alas ! Thty feed upon 
the wind : A deceived heart hath turned themaside. 

But, by the way, to what purpose was it for Christ to die 
to purchase this abatement? What need was there of it? Or 
what good could it do ? For, if the law reaUy required too mucky 
the Governor of the world was obliged, injustice, to make some 
abatements : And so, the death of Christ in the case \was per- 
fectly needless. And if the law required but just enough^ the 
Governor of the world could not, in justice, make any abate- 
ments : ^ And so Christ must have died in vain^ and totally lost 
his end. 

But, indeed, Christ never came into the world upon this de- 
sign ; as he expressly declares, in Mat. v. 17, 18....TAin^ not 
that I come to destroy the law or the prophets : lam not come to 
destroy J but toJulfiL For verily I say unto you, till heaven and 
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the 
lawy till all be fulfilled. And this is the very thing he con- 
demns the Pharisees for, through all this chapter, that they, in 
effect, taught this doctrine, that the law was abated : that they 
taught, that although the law did forbid some external and 
more gross acts of sin, yet it did not the first stirring of corrup- 
tion at heart, and some lesser iniquities : For instance, that 
^ they must not commit murder ; but that it was no harm to be 
^ angry without cause, and speak reproachfully, and keep a se- 
** cret grudge at h!t9Xt....(verse 21 — ^26.) That they must not 
^« commit adultery ; but that it was no harm to have secret las- 
** dvious thoughts....(9fr^f 27 — 3a) That they must not be 
*^ guil^ olperjury ; but that there was no harm in little petty 
** oadisin common conversation....(fi^^f 33—37.) That they 
^ must not hate their friends ; but ther^ was no harm in hating 
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" their enemies ;" (verse 43 — 47.) These, and such like al- 
lowances, they taught, were made in the law ; and so, that such 
things were not sinfiiL But our S»'ior condenms their doc^ 
trine, as fahe and damning ; and insists upon it, that the law is 
not abated, ;uid never shall be ; but says, it still requires us to 
be perfectyos our heavenly Father is perfect....(yerst 48-) ai^ 
decUires, that if our righteousness exceedcth not the righteousness 
of the scribes and Pharisees^ (who were so much for abating the 
law) xve shall never enter into the kingdom of heaven.*.(ycnc SO.) 
BO far was our blessed Savior from any design to abate the ho- 
ly law of God, or lessen our obligations to a perfect conformity 
to it: And indeed, if Christ had died, and should die a thou- 
sand times, to purchase an abatement of the law, (if it be law- 
ful to make such a supposition) it would be to no purpose ; 
for it cannot bf abated, unless God ceases to be what he is : 
For so long as God is infinitely lovely, we shall necessarily be 
under an infinite obligation to love him with all our heart, and 
with all our strength ; and it will necessarily be infinitely 
wrong not to do so. The truth is, that God's sending hii 
Son into the world to diefor the redemption of sinners, instead 
of freeing us from our -original natural obligations to keep the 
law, binds us more strongly so to do ; as we shall afterwards 
see. Psalm cxix, 160....77ii/ xvord is true from the beginning: 
And every one of thy righteous judgments endureth forever : 
(Vcr. 128.) I esteem. all thy precepts concerning all things to be 
right, (Ver. 144.) The righteousness of thy testimonies is ct- 
crlasting. (Ver. 152.) Thou has founded them forever. And 
therefore (ver. 160,) Every one of them will endure forever •; 
as if the Psalmist had said, " The thing required in Ay law 
** is, in its own nature, right, everlastingly right ^ and, there- 
** fore, as Governor of the world, thou hast by law forever set- 
^^ dcd and established it as duty — by a law never to be altered, 
** but to endure forever : And forever, therefore, will it en- 
" dure." 

Obj. But is it fair and just for God to require more ofhk 
craaiures than thvy can do ? 
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An8« What are we come to, ins this apostate world, that we 
cannot see it to be just and fair, inthe great Governor of heav- 
en and earth, the infinitely glorious Gcd, to require us, as hii 
creatures, so much as to love him, with all our hearts ^ What ! 
Is this too much f Is this, more than he deser\'es from us ? Or 
does the truth lie here..-that we hate him so, that we cannot 
find it in our hearts to love him ; and therefore cr}% ^^ He must 
*^ not insist upon it ; or, if he does, he deals unjustly, and is 
«* very hard with us ?'' But is not this the very thing those citi- 
zens did, who hated their Prince, and sent after him, saying. 
We Will nat have this man to reign over us ^....Luke xix,.14. 
These hints may serve as an answer for the present : But of 
this more hereafter. 

But while some are pleadhigs that Christ died to purchase 
an abatement of the law, others carry the point still further, and 
say that Christ died entirely to disannul it ; and that now it 
wholly ceases to be a rule of life to believers : whenas one 
great and dedsn^d design of Christ^s coming into the world 
was to recover his people to a conformity thereto : (*T/V. ii. 11, 
12, IS.) Oh how men love their corruptions, and hate God 
and his holy law, and long to have it cashiered and removed out 
of the world^ that so they may live as they list, and yet escape 
the reproaches of their consciences here, and eternal punish- 
ment hereafter ! But God sitteth King forever, and will assert 
the rights of his crown, and maintain the honor of his majesty, 
and the glory of his great name, and vindicate his injured law ; 
although it be in the eternal damnation of millions of his re- 
bellious subjects ; Luke xix. 27....&/^ those mine enemies^whhh 
would not that I should reign over them y bring hither ^ and filay 
them before me. And here, by the way, we may see what an 
aversion men have to right thoughts of God and divine things ; 
and may be convinced of the absolute necessity of a superna- 
tural, all-cooquering light, to remove these prejudices, and 
make men see and believe the truth, and love, and cordially em- 
brace it. (jfohn viii. 47 — I Cor. ii. 14.) A holy God does not 
appear infinitely glorious and amiable to an unholy heart ; and 
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sinners, not seeing the grounds of loving God with all their 
hearts, do not see the reason of the law ; they do not see how 
holy^Jitsty and gooditic law is, and the carnal mind bejng enmiijf 
against God, is, at the same time, ennuty against the law^ wlucb 
is a transcript of the divine nature«..«(£om. viii. 7.) And hence, 
sinners do not love to believe eitherGod orhislawto be what 
they really are : And this temper makes them blind to what 
the scripture says, and leads them to frame a false image of 
God, and entertain false notions of his law, that they may have 
a God and a law both to their own minds. 

And now, as are men's notions of the laWy such are thdr 
notions of religion ; the essence of which principally consisU 
in a conformi^ to the law. 

Hence, here \sone; he pleads* for great abatements in the 
law, and he contents himself with the mere form of religion. 
He is not unjust, nor an extortioner, nor an adulterer ; but 
much better than some of his neighbors : He prays in his fimi- 
ily, goes to public worship, and attends the Sacrament, and 
thinks himself a very good man ; like him in Luke xviii. 9, 10^ 
&c« But as for the doctrines relating to our natural depravtty^ 
regeneration^ conversion^fouik, communion with GodjBndaUthe 
inside of religion^ h^ understands nothing about them ; they 
seem as strange as it did to Nicodemus to hear Christ discoune 
about the new lnrth....yohnuu And all the talk about the m- 
ward influences of the holy spirit, in awakening, convindn^ 
humbling, and converting a sinner, and in enlightening, teach- 
ing, quickening, comforting, and sanctifying a believer, is qiuls 
unintelligible ; for these things do not come into his notions 
of religion* According to his opinion, the law is brought down 
so low, that it is an easy thing to become a good man i The 
change is but smaU, and there is scarce any need of the spirit's 
help ; much less any room for the exercise of sovereign grace ; 
for he is so good-natured, that he can become good of his own 
free will, (i. e. according to his notions of goodness,) and do 
that which shall effectually entitie him to the promises : And 
thus he has the staff in his own hand* And now here is a 
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charming religion, perfectly suited to the taste of an apostate 
world ; for it is calculated to quiet the conscience, while the 
heart lies out estranged from God,anddead in sm.».Roin.vii. 8,9. 
Especially, so much of it as is for their credit, and apparendy 
serves their worldly interest, will pretty readily and heartily be 
£dleii in with ; and the best have their failings....no man is per* 
Ject....2Sid I endeavor to ie sincere....9nd the best have thdr 
douStSm....assurance is not to be attained^ and such-like pleas, 
helpto keep their consciences secure. And now,0 how they love 
those mimsters, that cry, peace^ peace ! but hate those that 
would search things to the bottom, and sound aiualarm to se- 
cure sinners, and deluded hypocrites. The same temper that 
makes them hate God and his law, makes them hate his min- 
isters too : And they are for another kind of God, and for 
another kind of law — another kind of religion, and another 
kind of ministers, that they may have all to their mind. And^ 
when all is done, they are confident they are now in the right, 
because they are suited : They love to have it so, and there- 
fi>re firmly betieve it is so. 

Hence, agsun, here is another^ who has been mightily terri- 
fied, and in great cUstress, under a sense of the wrath of God 
and the dreadfulness of damnation ; but, in the distressing hour, 
he has had it reveakd to him (by the spirit of God, he thinks) 
that his sins are forgiven ; and now he is sure of heaven, and 
is ravished at the thoughts of eternal glory : he holds it a great 
sin to difubt ; and all his religion consists in faith and joy, /• e. 
in believing that his sins are forgiven, and rejoicing in his bles- 
sed and happy and safe estate, and in th^ expectation of future 
glory : But as for a real conformity to the law^ it makes up no 
part of his reli^on. He understands rightly nodiing what the 
law requires.«..he is neither sensible of his duty to God, or to 
his fellow-men ; yea, he hates to hear any thing about law or du^ 
ty : It is all legale he cries, and tends to kill religion^ andtowound 
weakchristiansy and grieve and drive away the spirit of grace ; 
and no preadungsuits his taste, but what consists in telling over 
and commending such experiences as his, and in setting foith 
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the Icn^e of God and Christ to such, and calling upon such to 
believe and rejoice, and never doubt their state again : And, im 
general, those tlungs which tend to strengthen his confidence and 
increase his jov, he esteems right and good ; and all things of 
ft contrary tendency he esteems wrong and bad. This seems to 
be his only criterion of right and wrong, and the only rule he 
makes use of in drawing up a judgment ; but as for the law^ it 
is of no use with him. There is doubtless many a numTtfaat 
feels and acts and lives as if the law was abated, who yet will 
not plead for that doctrine : So, doubtless, there is many a man 
that feels and acts and lives as if the law wholly ceased to be a 
rule of life, who yet will not venture to say so. The ibrce of 
education, and their worldly interest and credit keep men ma- 
tiy times from shewing what they are by an open profes^on : 
however, secretly this temper reigns within them ; yea, some- 
times it breaks out into open light, in their visible conduct.-^ 
But, as strange as it may seem, there are multitudes that not on- 
ly have the root of these things in their hearts, but really believe 
them and openly profess and plead for them. Hence it is, on 
the one hand, that the Arminian^ Neonomian^ and Pelagiam er^ 
rors have taken their rise> and the Antinomian on the other. — 
Wrong notions of God lie at the bottom ; and then wrong no- 
tions of the law ; and then wrong notions of religion in general: 
and all originally proceed and grow up out of the wrong tem- 
per of men^s minds ; for all unregenerate men would iain have 
a Gody and a Icnv^ and a religion to suit the temper of their hearts. 
Micali iv. 5,,,. For all people will xvcdk every one in the namt^ 
his God. 

In the mean time, the truly godly man, who seesthat the oi- 
ligation which he is under, to love God with all his heart, re- 
sulting from the excellency of the divine nature, is unc/iangeO' 
hley and that the laxv which requires this is unalterable^ in- 
stead of going about to contrive a religion that may suit the na- 
tural temper of his heart, is convinced that the temper of his 
heart is the very thing that must be changed : He is convinced 
of his infinite obligation to be altogether such as the law requires 
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him to be, and that he is infinitely blameable for the least defect. 
Hence, those words, Tlielawis hohj^just^ and good,,.4he kxw 
is spiritual ; hit I am carnal^ sold under sin : wretched man 
that I am J do exactly express the dioughts of the most exalted 
Sainton earth ; y^a, even of the great Saint Paul himstlf....Rom. 
vii. 12, 14, 24. Indeed, had St. Paul thought that the law was 
wholly disannulled, or much abated, he might then have ima- 
gined that he was so good as to be quite free from sin, or pret* 
ty near being so, and been ready to speak the language of the 
Pharisee — God, I thank thee^ lam not as otlier men. But now, 
notwithstanding all his high and wonderful attainments, yeU 
when he considered what the kav was which he was under* and 
how very far he Mras from being exacdy what that required, the 
native language of bis humble heart is. Jam carnal^ sold under 
sin ! wretched man that laml^ And now the Apostle,from 
a sense of his infinite obligations to be what the law requires^ 
and of his great distance from Utiis^ for gets the things which art 
behind ; and ht.runs..^he, wresiles.»*.htfghts„.Jhe strives^.Me 
keeps under his body.*^ht lays aside every weight ; in short, he 
appears like a man in a perfect agony j so great was Jiis sense . 
of duty y and so much had he to do : And, at the same time, from 
a sense of his impotency and of his unworthiness....of his need 
of the redeemer and the sanctificr, it is his maxim to pray al* 
ways^ and to ask all things in tlie name of Christ^ Now, in his 
example we have the temper which prevails more or less in ev- 
ery godly man exacdy painted^ And thus we have had pictured, 
k||0iiniature, three different ^orts of religion, arising from three 
different nations of die law- Tht picture is begun ; and, in the 
sequel, I purpose to paint all three as near to the life as I can, 
that we may see what they are, and wherein they differ ; which 

• Some have thought that St. Prttf/had arrived so nigh to /perfections that 
he could not speak these words of himself. Their nii-stakc seems to ans* 
from their wrong notions of the law, to wliich St. Pan/ compared himself, 
and according to which he drew up his judgment. And fr^^m the «airs 
source it seems to be, that they can think those words, (sxr. 23,) applicable 
to the \xnregttitrsitc...I deligJbt in the iuvi of God after tJbein^^arJinan. When, 
. in truth, the unregcneratcare, in their temper, diametrically opposite to the 
iaw...^aiift. viii. 7- 



70 TRUE RELIGION DELINEATED, AND 

is rig^t, and which is vrrong. — But so much for the first lafeiw 
ence, that the iaw^ as a ruk of duty ^ cannot be repealed or abated. 
And now to proceed, 

2. From what has been said, it is evident that the law^ m itg 
t/ireatenings of eternal damnation for the least ein^ ia equally m- 
capable of any repeal or abatement : for if our obligadon to love 
God widi all our hearts and obey him in every thing, resulniig 
from the divine perfections, is infinite, eternal, and unchangea- 
ble ; and if, therefore, the least sin necessarily be infinitely evilf 
and deserving of an infinite punishment, and unalterably so, dien 
the law, considered as threatening eternal damnation toac the least 
sin, is, in its own nature, unalterably holy and just ; and conse- 
quendy it cannot be repealed, consistently with the holiness, jus- 
tice,and honor of the great Governor of the world. If die Gov- 
ernor of the world had, in a mere arbitrary manner ^ made a law 
that sin should be punished with eternal damnation,thenhe mig^ 
in a mere arbitrary numner^hBve repealed it : but since, in the 
nature of things, jt^^/cr called for it^ that such a law should be 
made, therefore, so long as the grounds and reasons of the law 
remain, the law cannot, in justice^ be repealed. 

None can deny but that the great Governor of the world has 
actually made a law that sin shall be punished with eternal dam- 
nation ; and none can deny but that this law is to be put in ex- 
ecution, to the full, at and after the great judgment-day : But 
if justice had not called for it^ surely the infinitely good GcN^j^ 
of the world would never have made such a law, much less 
would he ever put it in execution : for, tb-^lnake and oHj^ 
such a law, in a merely arbitrary ^ sovereign manner^ when/m 
the nature of xhxn^^ justice does not call for it, would be infimte- 
ly cruel and tyrannical, and perfecdy inconsistent with the di* 
vine perfections, as is self-evident.... See Genesis :sxi\u 25. and 
Ezekiel xviii. 25. 

But, then, if the great Governor of the world made this bw 
not arbitrarily y but because. In the nature of things, Jz^f/ce caU* 
edfor it, then, so long as the reason and ground of the law re- 
main, the law itself cannot, injustice, ever be repealed. If jus- 
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tice called for its being made, then it cannot be wv-madey con* 
sistently with jostice, so long as the ground and reason of it re- 
main, as is self-evident. But the reason of the law is, in the 
nature of things, unalterable : for the reason of the law was the 
infinite evilofsin^ whereby it deserved an infinite punishment. 
As long, therefore, as sin remains an infinite evil, so long must 
the law stand unrepealed : but sin will always be an infinite evil^ 
so long as we are under infinite obligations to love God with all 
our hearts,and obey him in every thing, which we shall alwa}^ 
be, so long as God remains infinitely glorious and amiable, and 
this will be forever ; therefore, this law can never possibly, con- 
sistently with divine /t/sticf, be repealed. 

For any, therefore, to desire to have it repealed, is to turn 
enemy to the holiness, and justice, and honor of the supreme 
Ruler of the world, as well as to his law and government ; and 
ai^es that they have no regard to the rectitude and fitness of 
things, but only to self-interest ; as those among men are real 
enemies to the civil government who desire the good and whole- 
some laws thereof to be repealed : And it is upon this ground 
that St. Paul concludes carnal men to be at enmity against God, 
because they are enemies to his LAw....(^0m. vlii. 7.) For if 
men loved God, they would be disposed to love his law and 
government, which express his nature. 

To suppose, therefore, that the Son of God came into the 
woiid and died, that the law, in its threatenings^ might be re^ 
pealed^ is to suppose that he also is turned an enemy to God...to 
^ykl'holiness and ju^ice....to his law and government ; and that 
he is properly gone over to be on the side of his father's rebeU 
lious subjects. 

Besides, to what purpose would it have been (on the hj-poth- 
esis of these men), for Christ to have died, that the law, in iu 
threatenings, might be repealed ? What need was there of it ? 
or what good would it have done ? For if, in justice^ it ought to 
have been repealed, there was no need of his dying to procure 
this ; or i{y in jtisticcj it ought not to be repealed, then his dying 
could not procure it, and so would do no good. The righteous 
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Governor of the world would have repealed it of lus own le- 
cord, if it had been right and fit so to do ; and if, in die nature 
of things, it was not right, then not any thing whatever could 
persuade him to do it. 

But the truth is, Christ came into the world, and died io an* 
trwer all tliedemands of the law; that so, although the sinner be 
saved, yet the law might never be repealed, but be firmly estab- 
lished : for the Governor of heaven and earth was utterly 
against the law being repealed, as a thing in itself infimtely nn-t 
reasonable : And therefore the Apostle says. Do we mate void 
the law through fcuth f Godjbrbid! yea^ we establish the law^^ 
Rom. iii. 31. And indeed it was nothing but God's infimte 
aversion to repeal the law, as a thing in itself infinitely mifit 
and wrong, that was the thing which made the death of Christ 
needful : for, if the law might have been repealed, sinners xa\fjA 
have been saved without any more ado ; but, if it coqld not, 
and must not be repealed, then the demands of it must be an^ 
s wered by some means or other, or every sinner damned : And 
now Christ stepped in and did this ; and so seciu^ the honor 
of God's holiness and justice, law and government, and open- 
ed a way for the sinner^s salvation. And this account of the 
reason of Christ's death the scriptures plsunly give us :-— GaL 
iii. 10, 13, 14f».M.Cursed is every one that continueth riot in all 
tlungs written in the book of (he law to do them. — Christ hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the laWy being made a curse for us* 
That the blessing ofAbrahaAi might come on the Gentiles^ through 
Jesus Christ : For (Heb* ix. 22.) without shedding of bbot 
there is no remission: Therefore (Rom.nu 25,26.) Christ was 
set forth to he a propitiation for sin..,Uo declare his righteousness 
...•that he might bejustj and thejustifer of him which believeth 
in Jesus : And hence (ven 31,) Do we make void the law 
through faith f God forbid! yea^ we establish the law. 

Yea, the Aposde evidendy sets out upon this hypothesis, that 
the law is not repealed, but stands in full force : He lays thb 
down as 2l first principle^ in that argumentative discourse winch 
we have in the three first chapters ofliis episde to the Romans^ 
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Chap.i« vcr. 18..-TAe wrath of God is reveakdfrom heaven 
agaimt all ungodliness and unrighteousness ofmen^ And taking 
this for granted, be goes on to prove, that both yews and Greeks 
are all under sin^ and so the whole world guilty before God ; to 
the 19th' verse of die 3d chaipter : And hence he argues, that by 
the deeds of the hw no fi^h could be jusUjted. But now, if the 
law was repealed, the whde world was not guilty before God, 
nor any one in the world: For sin is not imputed where there 
is no ibu'....Rotn. v. 13. And if the law was repealed, what 
need wa3 there of such a long train of arguments, to prove, that 
no flesh could be justified by the law ? For it would have been 
enough to have said, that a repealed law could neither justify 
nor condemn any body. And why does he use such arguments 
as he does I For thus he reasons, ** The law requires perfect 
<« obedience as a condition of life, and threatens tribulation and 
^' wrath against every soul of man that doth evil .: But Jews and 
^ Gentiles have all sinned : therefore are all guilty and condemn- 
^^ ed according to law ; and consequently cannot be cleared and 
^justified by law :" For all this reasoning supposes that the 
law is as much in force as ever it was : And, accordingly, he 
goes on to show, that*the design of Christ's death was to an- 
swer the demands of the law, that there might be a way open- 
ed for the salvation of sinners, consistent with divine justice, 
and, at the same time, the law not be made void, but establish- 
ed ; as we have before observed.p-^And now this being the case, 
Hence, we find the scriptures every where look upon those 
who have not a special interest in the righteousness of Christ, 
by fsuth, as being as much under the wrath of God and curse of 
the law,as if Christ had never died4 John m.\%....He that be* 
lieveth not is condemned already : Ver. 36....TAr wrath of God 
abideth upon him : And, Gal. iii, \O....As many as are of the 
works of the law are under the curse : And, Rom, i. 18.... TA^ 
wrath of God is revealedfr^m heaven^ against all ungodliness and 
Utirighteousness ofmen^ who hold the truth in unrighteousness. 
Thus the wrath of God is revealed against the unbeliever ; yea, 
abides uponlum ; yea, the law condemns and curses him : But 
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if the law had been repealed by the deathof Christ, ill die world 
would have been freed from the curse : For a repealed law can 
neither bless the righteous, nor curse the wicked ; but stands 
for nothing. 

And hence, also, we find that Chrisdess sinners, when awa^ 
kened by the holy spirit to see and feel what a state they are tn» 
are always convinced that they are under the wrath of God and 
curse of the law; and hereby are made to understand dieir 
need of a Savior....(^0m. iii. 19, 20.) But if the law had been 
repealed by the death of Christ, this could not be ; for diey 
would then have been under no wrath, nor curse ; nor would 
any have ever felt a spirit of bondage^ as they do in every age 
of the world, and as they used to do in St. Paulas day.«..(i?oiii. 
viii. 1 5.) For it is the law only that works wrath.^.^'Rom. iv. IS* 

And hence we shall find, even all the world shall find, and 
thousands and thousands to their everlasting sorrow, that when 
the day of judgment coaies, the law shall be executed with the 
utmost severity upon all that knarw not God, and obey not the 
gospel of Jesus Christ....(lL Thes. i. 7, 8.) And God's justice^ 
so doing, will shine bright in the sight of all worids ; for he de- 
signs, on that day, to reveal the righteousness of his judgments : 
and hence it is called the day of the revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God.*..(Kom. ii. 5.) But if the law is repealed by 
the death of Christ, and if God has told the worid that he has 
repealed it....for him now to revive it, and judge and CGndemn 
the world by it, would be to cast contempt upon the death of 
Christ, and deceive his poor creatures, and unmercifully and 
unrighteously judge and condemn them, by a law that was re- 
pealed....a law tliey never were under, and so ought never to 
have been judged by. From the whole, therefore, it is evident, 
that the law that threatens eternal damnation for the least sin, 
never has been, and never will be repealed. 

Well, then, (if this be the case) may ministers thunder hell 
and damnation against a secure, wicked world ; and well may 
poor sinners tremble under a sense of divine wrath, when their 
eyes beg^n to be opened to see where thqjr arc : for all those 
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comforts that the formalist gets by thinking the law is abated 
or disannulled, and so his state safe, are but the result of an er» 
roneous head, and a heart secure in sin. And what has been 
said under this particular, will rationally account for all the ag* 
ony and distress of an awakened sinner. When God, the 
great Governor of the. world, the revenger of sin, begins to 
make the poor sinner remember his ways and his doings which 
have not been right, and see what a creature he is, and what a 
condition he is in, and be sensible of what he deserves ; and 
when he comes to understand that his soul is forfeited, and that 
it is right that justice should take place, and that God is at lib* 
erty to do as he pleases, surely this must be heart-rencUng, 
soul-distressing to a poor, sinful, guilty, hell-deserving creature. 
And if God will not repeal the law, but still insist upon it, 
that it is holy and just, no wonder the sinner is made to own 
it too, before ever he is pardoned : For it would be unbecom- 
ing the supreme Lord of the universe, to grant a pardon to a 
guilty rebel, that is too high-hearted to own that the law, by 
which he stands condemned, b holy and just. O how rig^t it 
is, that the sinner should come down, and see, and know, and 
own forever, that he isjusdy condemned, and, as such, apply 
himself to the sovereign grace of God, through Jesus Christ, 
for a pardon ! And O how sovereign, and free, and divine, is 
that grace that pardons and saves the poor, sinful, guilty, hell- 
deserving wretch , through Jesus Christ! (Som. iii. 19,27.) 
And thus as God the Father honors the law, by refusing to repeal 
it, and God the Son, by answering its demands^— so does God, 
the Holy Ghost, by making the poor sinner see, and feel, and 
own, that it is holy and just, before ever he internally reveals the 
mercy of God, through Jesus Christ, unto him ; so that the law 
is honored, and sin is embittered, and the sinner humbled, and 
grace glorified, all at once : As in the external revelation God 
has made in his word, the law is before the gospel ; so it is in 
internal influences and operations of the holy spirit upon the 
elect ; andthat for the same reason, that the law might be a 
schooUmaster, to bring men to Christ. 
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To conclude, from all that has been ssdd, we maylesm what 
to think of the religion and of the hopes of these two aorts of 
men. (1.) The legal hypocrite, who, supposing diat die good 
old law is repealed and laid aside, and that a new laWj only re- 
quiring sincere obedience, is established in its room, merely from 
telf-love, and for self-ends, sets about duty and endeavors to be 
aincere ; and here on this foundation builds all his hopes of ac- 
ceptance in the sight of God : for since the law is not repealed, 
but stands in full force, therefore the religion of such is not t^ 
thing which God requires or will accept ; and their new km is 
a whim, and their hopes are all built on the sand : Their irtiole 
scheme results from a total ignorance of God, and his law, and 
the present state of mankind ; and is entirely built on fidsehood. 
(2.) The evangelical hypocrite — all whose yof^ and joy oripnak 
ly result froma supposed discovery of the love of God, or love 
of Christ, or that his sins are pardoned. This discovery is the 
foundation of his faith, and his faith is the foundation of Ms joy 
and of all his religion : And yet the thing discovered is a lie ; 
for, as has been proved, every one,undl he is a believer, until he 
has acted faith, is not pardoned, but condemned— is not betov- 
ed of God, but under his wrath ; and, therefore, to have par* 
don of sin and the love of God discovered before the first act of 
faith, and to have such a discovery lay the foundadon for the 
first act of faith, and a foundation for all religion, is to be impo- 
sed upon with a lie, and to have a gross falsehood He at the 
foundation of their faith....their religion, and of all their hopes. 
The legal hypocrite may be convinced by such scriptures as 
these.—Z^^ xviii. 9 — 13....Rom. iii. 20 — 31. and Chapter iv. 
ver* 5. ; which prove that a man cannot find acceptance with 
God by his own righteousness : And the evangelical hypocrite 
may be convinced by such scriptures asthese^.-.^^An iii. 18, 36. 
Acts iii. 19. ; which prove that a sinner is not pardoned till af- 
ter faith. A true sight and sense of the law would effectually 
convince the one, and the other, that all their hopes are built on 
wrong apprehensions of things, and that all their religion is coun* 
ttufeit ; and thattlicy are yet in the gall ofbittcmess and bonds 



DISTINGUI8HBD FROM ALL COUNTERFEITS. 77 

of iniquity : and the one would no longer venture his toul oa 
his awn righteousness-^ nor the other on his dUcovery, The law- • 
insisting upon perfect, sinless obedience, would convince the one 
that his own righteousness might not be depended upon ; and 
the law^s cursing every unbeliever, would convince the other 
that his discovery was fidse ; and the law's requiring us to lovo 
God primarily for his own beauty, would convince both of their 
graceless estates, in as much as the religion of both primarily 
takes its rise from self-love. It is from the want of a realizing 
sight and sense of the nature and extent of the law, and that out 
of Christ we are exposed to all the curses thereof, that a sinful, 
guilty world are so insensible of their graceless, and their wretch- 
ed and miserable condition, and so apt to flatter themselves that 
they are rich, and increased in goods, and stand in need of noth- 
ing. Rom. vii. 8, 9,. ..Without the law sin was dead. I was 
aiive vnthout the law once. 

Thus we see that the obligation which we were under to love 
God with all our hearts, resulting from the infinite excellency of 
the divine nature^ antecedent to all selfish considerations, is m* 
finitely^ eternally^ and unchangeably binding : And thus we see 
a variety of important consequences necessarily following there- 
from : And I have insisted the longer upon the nature of this 
obligation, not only because it is the first and greatest,but because 
it has a mighty influence in all our additional obWgSiUons. — For, 
5. And lastly. Jt is from the infinite excellency of the divine 
nature^ that all our additional obligations originally derive their 
strength J their energy^ tlieir binding poxver. The infinite ex- 
cellency of the divine nature so entirely lays the foundation of its 
being our duty to love God with all our hearts, that were it not 
for this, it would cease to be our duty, notwithstanding all oth- 
er considerations^ If he were not, by nature, God, it would 
not be fit diat we should love and worship him as God, upon 
any account whatsoever : He could have no such right to us, or 
authority over us, as to make it our dut\' ; nor could he render 
it our duty, by showing us any kindness whatsoever: Yea, if he 
were nott by nature, God, it would t)e xvrong for us to pay him 
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divine adoration ; it would be idolatry ; it would be worslup^ 
ping one as God^ who, by nature^ls 710/ God: And hy the aan 
ailment which the orthodox have been wont to use tgunst the 
ArianSj who deny the divinity of C\av&t...df he be not a ifiome 
person^ he ought not to have divine worship paid him;-'^ txjy 
by the same argument, if God were not, by nature, God, k 
could not, upon any account, be our duty to love and wonUp 
him as God. It is his being, by nature, GoD-«-his being what 
he is, and his infinite excellency in being such, which therefore 
lays the original foundation of all our obligations, and whidi 
gives life and energy to all : And, accordingly, we may observe, 
that the original ground and reason upon which God, as Govt- 
emor of the world, acts, in making a law that we should hot 
him with all our lieartSj is, because he is the Lords as is evident 
from the tenor of the law itself : — Thou shalt love MrLoRD,&c.i«r. 
because he is the Lord, &c. Yea, it is upon this ground,origi- 
nally , that God takes it upon him to give all his laws to us ; for 
this is the constant style....77ittf and thus shall ytdoy roa I AK 
THE Lord. 

Those, therefore, who are influenced to love and worship God 
not at allj because he is God, but altogether from other consid- 
erations....not at all from a sense of his infinite excellency, but 
altogether on other accounts, are so far from being truly religious, 
that they are, indeed, guilty of great wickedness in all they do: 
for although they pretend to love and worship God, yet it is not 
at all because he is God ; — ^though they pretend to pay dhrine 
adoration to him, yet it is not at all because he is a divine Be- 
ing : so that when they pretend to pay divine worship and ado- 
ration to God, it is merely from some selfish consideration.... 
from self-love, and for self-ends ; — ^there is no true regard to 
God^but all centers in self: so that je^ indeed, is their iibt^ 
and the only God they ser\'e ; and their pretending to love and 
worship God is mere mockery. When they pretend to love and 
w^orship God^ it is not at all because he is God....not at alifrom 
a sense of his divine glory, but only to appease his anger and 
obtain his favor, or because they consider him as their firicnd 
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md benefactor. And ntm^ to come .to God and pretend to 
Worship him asif he was pod^^pdj^tnottodo it at all becaua« 
he is Gcklf but £3r mean, and mercenaiy, and selfish ends, is n 
yeiy complicated wickedness ; and to think to please God in 
thk way, and get into &vor by diis means, discovers such igno-' 
yance and contempt of God, and a frame of heart so full of se- 
cret blasphemy, spiritual idolatry, pride and hypocrisy, as can* 
not eauly be ei^ressed : They pracucally deny his divinity, 
yet pretend to pay him divine worship : They pretend to serve 
God^ yet really intend only to serve themselves : They make 
as if they loved God, but only love themselves-: Yet so intoU 
drably mean are their thoughts .of God, that they expect to 
please him by all this. To make the best of it, all that religion 
IB mere hypocrisy, which does not primarily take its rise from 
91 sense of the infinite excellency of the divine nature. 

Thus, then, we see what is the ^rst and chief motive of a 
genuine love to God. He is a Being of infinite understanding, 
and of almighty power — ^infinite in wisdom, hoUness, justice, 
goodness, and truth....and so a Being of infinite glory and ex« 
cellency...auid so infinitely amiable, and infinitely worthy to be 
loved with all our hearts. And this obUgation is binding ori- 
ginally in itself, antecedent to a consideradon of any other mo- 
tive whatsoever : and it is infinitely, eternally, and unchange- 
ably binding, and g^ves life, and energy, and strength to all 
other obligations. And hence, if we do love God with all our 
hearts, we do but our duty, and deserve no thanks 4 but we 
are infimtely to blame for the least defect, and can never do any 
tlung to atone for it, but deserve everlasting damnation. And 
it will always be our duty thus to love God, and the least defect 
will be always thus Uame-worthy, let our circumstances, as to 
happiness or misery, be what they will. All our hearts will be 
always due to God, and we shall always stand bound to pay 
this debt, whether we have any heart for it or no : and God 
will always appear such an infinite enemy to the least defect, as 
in his law he has declared himself to be ; nor b there any hope 

•four finding acceptance in his sight, unless it be by a union 

M 



80 THU£ RKLIGION DELINJCATED, AND 

to, and interest in, liim who has answered all the dcnumdi 
of the law^ in the room of those who believe in him. And aU 
pretence of love to God, which docs not take its rise fromtfab 
foundation, is but mere hypocrisy:. All these consequenoes 
so necessarily follow, from a supposition of the infinite enret 
lency and amiableness of the divine nature, and so evidently, aa 
that, if God be but seen aright, a sense of his infinite beautjr 
will immediately assure the heart that these things areao* A 
sense of his infinite glory will make us see and feel that we are 
under infinite obligations to love him with all our hearts, and 
diat we could deserve nuthanks for doing so, but that the least 
defect is infinitely wrong, &c. A sense of the infinite gloiy.aC 
God will eficctually establish the heart in these things agunst 
all the subde arguments and fair pretences of heretics. A sense 
of the inBnite glor)' of God, immediately imparted to the soulbyi 
the spirit of God, whereby the heart is thus divinely established 
in die belief of the truth, is, therefore, that unctianfrom the hohf 
oiie^ which all the saints have, whereby they are effectually se- 
cured from being finally led away by fake teachers ; at least, 
that unction consists pardy in this, (I. yohn iL 20-^27,) And 
at the same dme that the people of God are thus establiahed in 
the belief of these truths, relating to law and duty, from a < 
of the iniinite glory of God ; I say, at the same time this : 
of the infinite glory of God begets a disposition in the heart to 
conform to this law and do this duty. And thus it is that God 
xvrites his law in our hearts^ and fiuts it in our inward parU^ 
when he intends to becotne our God^ and to make us his people..^ 
(Heb. viii. 10, 11.) And hence it begins to be the natureoi the 
people of God, to love him with all their hearts ; and their 
views and their temper, and every thing else being thus entirely 
new^ hence tliey are called new creatures. Old things are passed 
axvaif^ atid all things are become new. But now, this sense of < 
the infinite glory of God, which thus lays the very lowest foub^ 
dation of true religion, is entirely left out of all false religions. 
And by this^ true religion stands distinguislied, as something 
specifically diderent from all the false religions in the woridi 
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And hence we may ciiserve, that it is spoken of in scripture, as 
something pecilliar to trae saints, that they see God and know 
God. Johnviii. 19, 55....2e neither knoxo me^ rior my Father. 
John xiv, 19,.-. Theworldseeth tneno more^but ye see me. I. John 
iii. ^....Whosoever sinnethy hath not seen him^ neither known him. 
I. John ii. Z...*Hereby we do inov^ that we know hhn^ if we keep 
his commandments. I. John iv. 7, S.....Every one that iovethy 
knoweth God.^ He that hveth rM^ inoweth not God. And the 
unregenerate, not knowing God....not having a sense of his in- 
finite glory to by the foundation of their love and of their reli- 
gion, hence all their love and all their religion entirely take their 
rise from mere selfish considerations, and nothing but self-lo\'e 
lies at bottom* And hence it is natural for unregenerate men 
to think they deserve somethingibr their duties, and as natural 
to be insensible of the infinite evil of their sins : And so it is 
their nature to magnify and be proud of their own goodness, 
and to extenuate and be unhumbled for their badness. And 
from hence results our native aversion to faith and repentancej 
and contrariety to the gospel-way ofsahation. And now new 
gospels^ new sorts of faith and repentance are coipcd, ncxv notions 
of religion contrived, to. suit the depraved temper and vitiated 
taste of unhumbled, impenitent sinners, who are concerned to 
secure their own interest, but care not what becomes of God's 
honor. Hence errors take their ri^e, and professing christians 
are divided into paruea, and one rua9 this way, and another that, 
and all hope to get to heaven at last«. And now, at length, after 
so great a variety of inferences and remarks, and so large a con- 
sideration of the first and chief motive of a genuine love to 
God, I proceed, 

2. To take SishoTtvitw of the additional obligations xuhich we 
lie under^ to love God witli all our hearts. I am the Lord, 
(this lays the first foundation, and leads the way, when from 
Mount Sinai the Almi^ty procbums his law, but then he imme- 
diately goca on to add,) thy God, which brought thee out of the 
landofJEgyptand out ofthc house of bondage....Exod. xx. God 
has such a^ rig^t to us, and such an authority over us, and has 
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done somanydiingsIbruSfandpnmiMediottnqrtliiiigBWiii, 
that our additioiialoUigatkxistobe d)eLDnf8,tolo¥e hinianl 
live to him, are exceedingly great. Paitiadaily, 

Nothing is more reasonabk dian that we ahould be en iine h/ 
dUfc^zfA/to that GodfWhoee we are^n^yiiaa^ 
widerhed, and tawUemMeiifjtit : eqiedalty, romiidering what 
he is in himself, and that he is Lord of all things, and, faynsi 
ture, God roost high: Indeed, if our Creator was not^bjr nature, 
the most high God, then he could not be die supreme Ixxd of 
all things ; fbrthere would be one above him ; and so we ahould 
not be his, enurely and absolutely ; for he himsdf, and we his 
creatures, would belong, originally, to another...even to him duMt| 
by nature, would be the most hig^ God; and him we ought ta 
love and wonhip* But our Creator himself^ bemg absolutely 
the first, and absolutely supreme, self-existent, and independenti 
the sole author and Lord of all things, as well as infinitdy f^ 
rious in himself, his rig^t tonis is original, underived^ and i 
absolute and enure : and therefore it is infinitely fit and 
ble that we should be, in the constant frame and cfispositionof 
our hearts, absolutely, entirely, and wholly the Lord's, and that 
we should forever exert all our powers, to the very utmost, to 
promote his honor and interest* And it is infinitely unreason- 
able that we should ever set up ourselves, and be attached ta 
any interest of our own, separate from his. And, inasmuch as 
he is infinitely better than we are, (yea, all the fwtiona of the earth 
are kaa than nothing before fUm^ and has such an entire right 
unto us, his interest, therefore, should be regarded as more val- 
uable than our own....yea, infinitely more : For if our own m* 
terest appears as valuable to us as his, we set ourselves upon a 
level with him, and claimas great a right to ourselves as he has ; 
and if his interest does not appear as being of infimtely greater 
value to us than our own, we do not esteem him as being infi- 
nitely better than we are ourselves, and his right to us infinite^ 
greater than our own right to ourselves is. It is, therefore, in- 
finitely reasonable, since God is what he is, and has such a rig^ 
to us as he has, that We should be constantly^ from thevof 
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bottom of our hearts, whoQy hit, and every moment lire whollj 
to him, and alwsyl hsve his interest lie most near our hearts^ 
mbeing of infimtidy more worth, vakic, and impoitance than 
ourown : As Moses, who, in a measure, was made partaker 
of diis divine natuse, in die anguish of his heart, cries, when God 
Idls him he will cut off Israel, and make of him a great nation, 
^lAsrd^ltt my tmmc be blotted ma of tkffbooi; let it be forgot- 
^ ten from among the Uvmg^ and be never heard of again in 
*^ die world diat ever I was in being: Bui what ivili become of 
^ l^jTMl iiaKrr'----God*s honor and interest were dear to him ; 
but he, comparatively, cared not 'for his own at ai7....£zod« 
pomi.— Num. xiv. 

But this our obligation to be entirely die Lord's, is still in* 
finitely increased, if we consider the authority of the su- 
preme Governor of the world, which, by his express law^ has en* 
joined this upon us* It is not only infinitely fit, in its own na* 
iure, that we should love God with all our hearts, considering 
what he is in himself, and that we should be entirely for him^ 
in the temper of our minds, considering what an entire right he 
has to us as hb creatures, who have received all we have from 
him, and are absolutely dependant on him for all we want ; but 
God has, by laWy as Governor of the world, enjoined this upon 
us as our duty, and that with all his authority : And now, con- 
sidering what he b in himself, and the natural right he has to 
all things, and how entirely we are his, and absolutely under his 
government, his authoeitt is mfioitely bindbg ; especially, 
considering how in/frntr/i/^^^^eic/ he appears to be to see that 
lus law be exactly obeyed, in promising eternal life on the one 
hand, and threatening eternal damnation on the other : This 
his infinite engagedn^o^ lays us under infinite bonds to be and 
do exactly what he requires. 

But stiQ, ourobligaticm to love lum with aD our hearts, and 
be wholly the Lord's, is yet infinitely more increased, if we con- 
sider what ways the Lord has taken with us in this apostate 
wotU, since our rebellion agamst him...since we have lost ail es- 
teem fer him» turned enemies to him, cast off his authority, and 
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pracdcaUy bid defiance to his power and justice : fior, instead 
of immediately dooming all this lower world to Markmws of 
darkness forever, he has sent his Son, his only begotten SbB, 
from heaven, to bring us the news of pardon and peace, and, by 
his own death, to open a way for our return unto him, and to 
call and invite us to return : And nOw, with a Ubend hand, he 
strews common mercies all round the world, among evil, un- 
thankful,guilty, hcllFdeservingrebels,andfills the heartsofaU with 
food and gladness ; and sends forth his messengers to proclaim 
it to the ends of the earth, that it is his will tliat all his rebeliioui 
creatures lay down their weapons of rebellion — acknowledge die 
law, by which they stand condemned, to be holy, just, and good, 
and look to him through Jesus Christ for pardon as a free fpk, 
and through Jesus Christ return unto him, and give up themp 
selves to him entirely, to love him and live to him, and delig^ 
in him forever. 

And while the woild in general make light of all this,' and 
go to their farms, and to their merchandize, and many are enra- 
ged and ciy out against the messengers of peace, and stone some 
and kill others ( A&^ xxii.) — that now he should, of his own sov* 
ereign good pleasure, according to his eternal purpose, seise 
here and there one, by his all-conquering grace, and stop them 
in their career to hell, and make them see and feel their sin and 
guilt, and own the sentence just by which they stand condemn- 
ed, and bring them as upon their knees to look to free grace 
through Jesus Christ for a pardon, andthrougli Jesus Christ ta 
give up themselves forever to him — that nan; he should receive 
them to favor, and put them among his children, and become 
their father and their God, in an everlasting covenant, and un« 
dertake to teach and lead..«to quicken and 8trengthen...to cor* 
rect and comfort, and so to humble, and purify, and sanctify, 
and fit them for his heavenly kingdom ; and, while they are in 
this world, to give them all things that are best for them, and 
make all things work together for their good, and finally bring 
tliem unto, and possess them of eternal glor\' and blessedness, 
in the full enjo}'ment of himself forever ; — ^for a God of infiniU 
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greatneaa. and ghry to deal juat ao, -mUtijmt auch creatures^ ia 
the most amazing and astomshing grace ; and lays infnitebonda 
upon believers to love the Lord their God with all their hearts^ 
and to live to him forev^, and has the greatest tendency to an- 
imate them so to do : And thus, by these brief hints, we have 
a general view of the additional motives of a true and genuine- 
love to God. 

As God's bringing up the children of Israel out of Egypt — 
leading them through the wilderness— driving out the heathen 
from before them, and giving them that good land which flow- 
ed with milk and honey, and covenanting to be their Cod^ is used 
so frequently, by Moses and the Prophets, throughout all the 
Old Testament, as ^ motive to engage them to cleave to the 
Lord, and to him only and entirely, and forever ; so God's send- 
ing his Son into the world, to save his people from their sins, 
their e^iritual bondage, together with all \M\z spiritual and ever- 
lasting blessings of the covenant of grace, are continually used 
in the New Testament, as arguments to engage believers not 
to live to themselves, but to him that died for them«-— Only 
here let these things be remembered : 

(1.) I'hit a sight and sense of the infinite greatneaa zadghry 
of God, from whom all good comes, and a sense of their own in- 
finite meanness and unworthiness, makes all the mercies they 
receive, infinitely the more endearing xid engaging : for the mer* 
ciea themaehea now appear unspeakably Utit greater^ in that they 
come from atich a God, and to auch creaturea ; and the injinite 
goodneaa of God shines the brighter in every mercy, and the free^ 
nesa of his grace \% the more conspicuous, on account of which he 
is infinitely amiable. The infinite greatness and glory of God, 
in general, ravishes the heart — the infinite moral beauty of the 
divine goodness and graic, in particular^ ravishes the heart ; and 
now, that auch a Go^^should shew auch kindnesaea to auch a crea- 
ture^ is very affecting. Who am 1^0 Lord God? And what i9 
my heuae^ that thouhaat brought me hitherto ? says holy David 
....And ia thia the manner of men, O Lord God ? No surely.... 
Wherefore thou art great, Lord God : For there ia none Hie 
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thee^ neither is there any Godhesidea thee....lL Sam. vii. 
God is loved for the kindnesses bestowed ; but he is mare loved 
for the infinite beauty of that goodness which is di8|dayed in die 
bestowment of them, and for his being altogether such a one ai 
he is. So the ^ueen of SAeba esteemed Sohman for the kind- 
nesses he shewed her, but primarily, and much more, for his own 
personal excellencies : And his personal exceUenciea made her 
esteem his favors to her of much greater worth. That 9ighrhtti 
and ever-blesaedGoD should^treat sinners so, is infinitely endesu 
ing. Now these sensations, which a true believer has, and hit 
love to jGrod arising therefrom, must be vasdy different fimn ev- 
ery thing which natural men experience, who know not God, 
and have no higher principle in them than self-love. 

(2.) Let it also be remembered, that God derigiu, by all Us 
dealings and kindnesses to his people, to bring them nearer i9 
himself in this world, ».nd to the everlasting enjoyment ofhmedf 
in the world to come. He means, fOT the present, to hmnbie 
them, and wean them from the world....to make Aem more 
spiritually and heavenly.minded....to bring them to be more 
acquainted with Goi, and more entirely to take up their 
rest and contentment in him ; and, therefore, all things are cal- 
culated, by his infimte wisdom and goodness, to attain this end. 
And this causes all the Mrise and kind dealings of God, outward- 
ly in his pro\^dence, and inwardly by his spirit, and that bochfay 
way of correction, as well as by way of consolation, to appear 
in a ver)' aiFecting and engaging light to true believers. While 
they see what God is in himself, and his infinite beaui^ in being 
such....while they see how infinitely sufficient he is to be ail 
things to them, and to do all things for them, and the Utasedness 
of living wholly upon him, and trusting wholly in him....while 
they see God calculating all things to bring them to lum, and 
actually find all things working this way, their obligations to love 
him and live to him appear infimtely binding, and their hearts 
are mightily engaged and animated. This view of things makes 
all their afBictions appear as great mercies ; because they an so 
wisely calculated to bring them near to God : Psabn c»x. 71« 
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This View of things adds an uifii^te value to all the kindnesses 
of God, over and above what they are worth merely in them- 
selves, because they are all so wisely calculated to bring them 
near to Cod. This is the kernel of all that tender mercy and 
loving kindness which they see in all their afflictions, and in all 
their comforts : Heb. xii. 10, 1 1— i?om. viii. 28t To be brought 
Dear to God, is worth more than all the world ;— «-there is no por? 
tion like God....no comfort Uke that wjuch is to be taken in him : 
He is the godly man^s all» Psalm Ixxiii. ^S^.^^Wkom hceoe I 
in heaoen but thee t And there is nothing on earth I desire besides 
thee. And now ^hat such a God should take such metMsy with 
just such a creature^ to bring him to the possession of such a 
goodf is the most amazing gpo^ess, and the most astonishing 
grace. Now here is a sense of the excellency of the divine na- 
ture i^ general^ and a seqse of the moral beauty of the divine 
goodQC^ VfX particular^ and of the unspeaiablemeraj God shews 
to them, which mercy is infinitely magnified in their account, 
fit>m the vahie they have for God, as the portion of their souls, 
fix>m all which their love to God takes its ri^e ; whereby their 
love appears to be exceedingly different from any thing which na« 
tural men experience, who neither: l^iow God, nor relish com- 
munion with him, but arp contrary to him in all things ; and, on- 
ly from self4ove, are gla4 of the good things they receive from 
God, which good things they live upon and make a God of-~* 
whether they be worldly good things, or great light, and com- 
fort, and joy of a religious nature. 

(3.) Let it also be remembered, that all God's gifts to his peo- 
ple are so many talents bestowed upon thtm^ ultimately to beimr 
proved for God^ whereby they are put under advantages toglor 
rijy God and do good in tJie world: And the more they have of 
worldly substance...of natural powers.,.of acquired accomplish- 
ments, and of the gracious influences of the holy spirit, &c. the 
greater are their advantages to act for God, to promote his hon- 
or and interest, and to do good. Now, in proportion as they 
love God, in ]^e same proportion is his honor and interest, and 
the good and welfare pf his creatures and subjects, dear unto 

N 



88 TRUE RELIGION DELIKEATED, AK1> 

them. The interest and honor of God lie nearer to the heatti 
of his people, than their parents, or consorts^ or childreD, or 
houses and lands — ^yea, than their own lives ; (Luie xiv« S6.) 
To be under advantages, therefore, to promote his honor and 
interest, must, in their account, be esteemed an inestimable pnv* 
ilfge. Hence, they love Cjod for all things they receive from 
him, because by all they are put under such advantages to livi 
to him and serve him, seeking his interest, and honor) and glo> 
ry ; a remarkable instance of which we have in Ezra^ thatheatty 
friend to God, and to his honor and interesL...See Ezra vii* 
2r, 28, compared with the rest of the chapter. Now hereia, 
again, their love to God for his benefits is evidendy difierent 
from any thing which natural men experience, who have no 
higher principle than self-love, and are entirely actuated by it. 

And as the love of the saint and of the hypocrite thus gready 
differ in their nature^ so do they also differ as greatly in their 
fruits vmd effects. Eera loved God gready for his kindnesses 
to him, because thereby he was put under advantages to do so 
much for God's glory, and for the good of his people. And now 
see how dctive he is for God, and how he exerts himself to do 
good, and to reform every thing that was amiss among the Jews, 
from the Ughth chapter and on ; while the hypocritical Jews, 
^ho,no doubt, were also gready affected with the mercy of God, 
in their deliverance from their long captivity, w^ere so far from 
being active for God, that they, not caring for his honor or his 
laws, committed great abominations....£zra ix. 1. So therAi^ 
drcn of Israel^ at the Red-Sea, seemed to be full of love to God, 
as well as Moses; but as they had different sorts of love, so their 
carriage did as greatly differ after^vards, for the course of forty 
years : and no wonder... .for the hypocritical Israelites only loved 
themselves, and cared only fof their own interest ; but 3IoseS 
loved God, and cared, above all things, for his honon 

Thus we see, not only what additional obligations believers 
are under to love God with all their hearts, but also how, and 
in what manner, they influence and excite them so to do : and 
what I have offered effectually obviates the common plea of 
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formalists and nil •d&fleekera. That all the saintB in scripture 
are reprcsenied tt$ hviag God Jbrhia benefits ; whence they aiv 
gue, that they are right* and their religion genuine, which residts 
merely item setfJove, and the fear of hdl, and hope of heaven, 
or from a confident povmviaion ihat their sins are pardoned; 
For k i0 evident^ tbit ttiM saisiita^ do not love God £3r his bene- 
:£ta,Porfiye(the2rownhappineaa,iD:die aame manner that such 
men do ; but in a manner altogether different. Saints know the 
^God they tovt, and love htm,'primarily, for what he is in him* 
fdf^ and because he is jii^t wh^t he is : But hypocrites know 
«ot Godi nor love hun ; but are, in all things, contfary to him, 
and are pnty pleased with the fake image of God diey have 
'fr^uaed in their fao^ii^s, merely because they think that he loves 
them* ttf¥l has done, and will do, great things for them. Saints 
«re aSected with the divine goodness itself, fior the moral beauty 
.there is in it ; but hypocrites are affecteil only with the fruiu 
.aij4ie#sct8 pf divine goodness to them, as tending to make them 
hapf^* ' Saints love God for his benefits, under a real sense of 
'Uiair infinite unworthkiess of die least of them ; bittso it is not 
•with hypocrites* Saints love' God foraU the streaius of dl- 
-VMe goodness, because d^are designed, and actually do k-ad 
them i^) tQ Qod, the jbuntain, who is the portion of their souls : 
But hypocrites live upoiji the streams, disrelishing the fountain. 
Saints love God, dyeariy, for all his ^fts, because by diem they 
are put under such advantages to live to God, to promote his 
interest and honor, and to do good in idie worid ; but hypocrites 
are confined within the narrow circle, 9elf^ The love of saints i6 
God animates them to live to God, and to exert themselves to 
promote his honor and interest,.and to do all the good ttiey can : 
but the hypocrite, after all bis pretended love to God, cares not 
what becoH¥es of his interest and honor, if it may but go weU 
with him, his friends and partly -: So that, while true saints love 
.God for his benefiits, they act, in a j^rod^uj manner, conforma^ 
Ue to the law of God, and to the reason and nature of things ; 
whereas, all the love of the most refined hvpocrite ia merely 
the workings of a natural self-lpve^ in a manner directly contra^ 
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ry to the law of God, and to the reason and nature of tliiiigs ; 
and is nodiing but mere mockery^.*. Aobpi hxviii. 54, 35, 36^ 
3r— *2ecA.viu5,6. 

Thus we have gone through the two first ^ffi^rafAeodSK, and 
see what is implUdin love to God, 9ndfrom wfua motioa we 
ought to hve Urn : And^ from the whole, we mayleam so naiich 
of the nature of true religion, as that, with much evidence and 
certainty, we may conclude, 

F1RST5 Thai all that seeming love to God is counterfeit j which 
arises merely from metis corruptions being gratijied t As when 
ambitious men are, by God's providence^ ndsed to high degreci 
of honor, and worldly men are prospered in all wluch they put 
their hands unto^ and hereirom the one and the other rejmce 
and bless God, and seem to love him, and verily think they an 
sincere : This is all hypocrisy ; for, in truth, they only love 
their corruptions, and are glad they are gratified. And accor- 
dingly, instead of improving all their riches and honor for God, 
to advance his interest and honor in the wcflid, they improve 
all only for themselves, to promote their own ends ; and care 
not what becomes of God's honor, and interest, and kingdom ; 
and commonly such men shew themselves the greatest enemiek 
to the cause of God, and to the religion of Christ : and ahouM 
God but touch aUtJiey have, they -would curse him to his facet 

Seconolt, We may be equally certain, that all that seeming 
love to God is counterfeit , that arises merely from a legal, self 
righteous spirit: As when a man, only because he is afraid of 
hell, and has a mind to be sated, sets himself to repent, and re- 
form, and do duties, and tries to love God and aim at his glory, 
to the intent that he may make some amends for past sins and 
recommend himself to the divine favor, and so to escape hell 
and obtsun heaven : And when he has grown so good, as to 
have raised hopes of attaining his end, he is ravished at the 
thoughts, and rejoices, and blesses the Lord, and loves him* 
It is plain all this is h)qx>crisy : for the man, in truths only loves 
himself, and is concerned merely for his own interest ; but does 
not care at all for God, his glory or honor 1 for, if theit 
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were no heaven nor hell, such would serve God no more. Chil- 
dren will work for their parents, without being hired, because 
they love them : but hirelings will not strike a stroke if there is 
no money to be gotten j because they care for nothing but their 
own interest : Hence this sort of hypocrites are wont to say, 
that if they once believed that God had made no promises to 
the best they can do, they would never do more. And farther, 
it is jdainly aU hypocrisy j for, if their consciences but fall asleep, 
so that diey are troubled no more with the thoughts of another 
world, they will leave off their dudes, let down their, watch, 
break all their resolutions, and be as bad as ever : add hence 
dieir doctrine of falling from grace probably took its rise. And 
their hypocrisy is still more evident, in that they are common- 
ly so much concerned to find out what the least measure of sa« 
ving grace is, and so strenuous in pleading for great abatements 
in the law : for, from hence, it ia plain, that all they are after 
is only to get just grace enough to carry them to hea\'en ; as a 
lazy hireling, who is for doing but only just work enough to 
{MISS for a day's work, that he may get his wages at night, 
which is all he wants. 

Thirdly, We may be as certain, t/uit all that seemng love 
is ccunterfeit^which arises merely JVom a strong confidence which 
anum has^ that his sins are pardoned^ and that Christ loves him^ 
andrvill save him : As when a man is under great terrors, and 
has fearful apprehensionsof hell anddamnation,and is ready even 
to give Mmself up for lost S but suddenly great light breaks in- 
to his mind ; he sees Christ with his arms open and smiling, and it 
may be his blood nmning, and hears him, as it were, say, Be 
9f good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee...d have loved thee rvith 
an everlasting hve....Come^ thou blessed of my Father^ inherit the 
kingdom /•—and now he is certain that his sins are pardoned, 
and that heaven is his, and he is even ravished with joy, and 
calls upon all to praise the Lord t For all this proceeds merely 
from self-love, and there is no love to God in it t for all this 
love arises frotn his false confidence, and not from any true 
knowledge of God ; and commonly such turnout as the Israel- 
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ites did, who aang GocPs praise at th* Red-Sea, when Pharaoh 
and his hosts were drowned, and they delivered, and dieir hopes 
of getting to Canaan highly raised; bat they soon forgot his 
works^ and rebelled against him^ and their earcases feU in the 
wilderness. They loved themsehes^ and therefore they rejoi- 
ced at their wonderful deliverance ; they loved themaekes^ 
and therefore they murmured three days after, when they came 
to the bitter waters : Their joys and their murmurings pro* 
ceeded from the very same prindple, under different circum« 
stances ; but the love of God was not in them: and jiistthtsis 
the case here. And this is commonly the event, that, the fears 
of hell bebg now over, their joys gradually abate, and they 
grow morti and more secire, till, after a wlule, they return' (d 
folly, as the dog to his vomit, and as the sow that was washed 
to her wallowing in the mire ; and so are as bad, and sometimes 
worse than ever....(II. Pet. lu 20, 21, 22.) And now thejr 
plead, that the best are dead sometimes, and that David and Pe- 
ter had their falls i and so keep their consciences as quiet as 
they can : and thus they live along whole nM>nths and years to- 
gether. 

Fourthly, and lasdy. We may also be certaiij, that all that 
seemiiig love to God^which arises merely from the gratification of 
spiritual pride^ is counterfeit : As when men dream dreams, see 
visions, and hear voices, and have impressions and revelations 
whereby they are set up in their own esteem, and in the opinion 
of others, for some of the most peculiar favorites of heaven, and 
very best men in all the world ; and hence they rejoice, and 
■bless God and mistily love him : but, in truth, they are onty 
ravished with self-conceit, and feel blessedly to think themselves 
some of the best men in the world, and to think they shall shorts 
ly sit at the right hand of Christ in heaven, among the aposdes 
and mart}TS, while their persecutors and haters will be burning 
in hell : but they neither know God nor love him ; and, fcMrthe 
most paruby heredcal doctrines, or wicked lives, or both, are a 
scandal to religion : These are so far from being truly religious, 
ihatilicy are the very tares which the devil soxvs...,Mat. xiii. 39* 
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In each of these sorts of love there are these three defects or 
faults t*-^!*) They have no true kncnvledge of God ; and so (2.) 
they only love thenuches ; and (3.) their seeming love to God 
arises from a mistake. The ambitious and worldly man thinks 
himself very happy, because be rises in honor and estate ; the 
legalist thinks that God loves him, and will save him for his 
duties ; the next finnty believes that his sins are pardoned ; and 
Che last, that God looks upon him one of the best men in the 
wprid ; but all are wofiiUy mistaken ; and when, at the day of 
judgment, they come to see their mistake, their love to God will 
vanish away, and they turn everlasting haters and blasphemers 
of the most High. And another defect in these and all 
other sorts of counterfeit love, is, that they none of them will 
ever make men trukf obedient : for when men^s seeming to love 
God is nothing but self-love in another shapei all their seeming 
obedience will, in reality, be nothing but self-seeking: They 
may pretend to be the servants of God, but will only mean, uU 
timately, to serve themselves* 

SECTION IIL 

CONCERNING .THE MEASURE OF LOVE TO GOD REQUIRED IN 

THE DIVINE LAW. 

I proceed now to the next thing proposed, which was, 
III. Toshow w/jfltf is that measure of love to God^ which the 
law requires of all mankind. — And our blessed Savior clears up 
this point in the most plain and familiar language : — Thoushalt 
love the Lord thy Gody with all thy hearty and with all thy souly 
and with all thy mind; and it is added, in Mari xii. 30, With oil 
thy strength ; i. e. in other words, we ought to love God in a 
measure exactly proportionable to the largeness of our natural 
powers and &culues ; which to do, is all that perfection which 
God ever required of any of lus creatures.* 

• The Uw runs thus : Thoushalt love the Lord thy God Viith all thy 
heart J &c. and thy neighbor xs thytelf. God is to have the highest degree of 
luve we are capable of ; but a much less degree is due to ourselves and neigh- 
bors : So that, according to the tenor of the law, our love to God is to be 
greater and more fetn>ent, than our love to ourselves. And therefore the 
Taw does suppose that God is worthy of our supreme love for what he is 
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When the law requires us to love God with all our hearts^ it 
ciilier means, to the utmost extent of our natural capadty^ or 
else only to the utmost extent of our moral a^)acity ; im r. only 
so much as we are inclined to : And then the less we are indi- 
ned to love God, the less love is required ; and so, if we haix 
no heart, no inclination to love him, then no love at all isreqin- 
red : And, according to this rule, the carnal mind, which is 
enmity against God, is not in duty bound to be subject to tbe 
law, neither indeed can be : And where there is no law, there is 
no transgression ; — where there is no duty required, there am 
be no sin committed : and so the vilest of mortals are the freest 
from sin, and the least to blame ; which is the grossest absurdity. 
When, therefore, the law requires us to love God with off our 
hearts^ it has no reference to our moral inclination^ but only to 
our natural capacitfj : And indeed nothing can be more unrea- 
sonable, than to suppose that the law only requires us to love 
God so fur as we have a heart and disposition to do so ; ftr 
this would leave us entirely at liberty to do otherwise, if we 
were so inclined, and, in eflfect, it would make the law say, f 
you feci iiicUncd to love Gody more or less^ so far it is your duty^ 
butfartlicr you arc not bounds but arc at your liberty ; i. e. the 
law is not binding, any farther tlian you are inclined to obey it ; 
/'. c. in reality it is no IcnVy but ever)' man is left to do a^ he plea- 
ses : The whole hearty therefore, does the law mean to reqiure, 
let our temper, inclination, or disposition be what it will. 

C^od, the gi'eat author of all things, has been pleased to create 
intelligent beings of d'lffacnt sizes, some of a higher rank, and 
some of a lower — some of greater capacities, and sopie of less^iM 



in hiinsolf. antecedent to any selfish consideration, from a sight «nd i 
of which ivortiuwsx (Hir love to God is primariLy to take its rise : For* in 
tlie nature of things, it would he impossible for us, from self-love, to lo\'e 
God more tl.aii ourselves.... Or tlius, the law requires us to love God man 
than ourM-lves ; hut, in the nature of things, it is impossible that xnerdy 
i'roni self-love wc should love God more than our.velves : therefore the law 
ftupiK}so^ that there is something in God to excite our love, ^mtecedent ts 
an> belt; sh -consideration, and that our love to him is not to proceed merc^ 
ly from seU'-love : For, otherwise, the law requires us to do that which in 
its own nature is absolutely nnpossible....And this, by the way* may aovc 
still farther to confirm the truth of what has been before said. 
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some are angels, and some are men ; and among the angels 
some are of larger natural powers, and some of smaller. So it 
is among the good angels, and so it is among the evil angek : 
There are angels and arch-angels, i. e. beings of various natu- 
ral powers and capacities, among the good and bad : And so 
it is among men-— among good and bad, there is a very great 
variety — some have larger souls than others- 
Intelligent beings are capable of a degree of knowledge and 
love, exacdy proportionabk to their natural powers. Angels 
are capable of a degree of knowledge and love, greater than men, 
and one man of a greater degree than another. As they are of 
differtntsi8e8....of larger and smaller natural powers, so their 
capaddes to know and love are some greater, and some less : 
So it is among good and bad. 

All that perfection which God requires of any of his creatures, 
is a measure of knowledge and love bearing an exact proportion 
to their natural abilities. Since God has manifested what he 
is, in his works and ways, a^d since he is infinitely glorious in 
being what he is, and has an original and entire right to his in- 
telligent creatures ; therefore he requires all angels and men to 
attend diligendy to the (Uscoveries which he has made of himself, 
and learn what he is, and behold his glory, and love him with all 
their hearts : This is the extent of what God requires of the 
highest angel in heaven, and this is exactly what he requires of 
all the children of men upon earth. 

The law requires no more than this of mankind, under a no- 
tion that their natural powers are lessened by the fall. Whether 
we are beings of as large natural powers as we should have been, 
had we never apostaUzed from God, or no, yet this is plain, we 
are no where in scripture blamed for having no larger natural 
powers, nor is any more ever required than all the hearty and all 
the soulj and all the mind^ and all the strength ; This is c\ idcnt 
through the whole Bible. 

And the lawrequires no /f^of mankind, underanotion that they 
are turned enemies to God, and have no heart or inclination to 
love him. Be itso, thatnumkind are ever so averse to attend to 
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thosemanifestations which God has made of himself, and evers0 
averseto takein rightnotionsofGod,and eversofar&om adiapo- 
sition to account him infinitely glorious in being what hei8,aiid 
from an inclinationtolove him with all their hearts; jret the divine 
law makes no allowances....no abatements; but insists upon. the 
samc.the very same it ever did i-^Thoushdthve the Lord t/u/ 
God with all thy heart. 

Indeed, some do dream that the law is very much abated: 
But what saiih the scriptures as to this point } Does the word 
or God teach us that there is any abatement made ? Where do 
wc read it ? Where is it plainly asserted, or in what texts is it 
implied ? Truly, I know nothing like it in all the Bible, nor what 
text of scripture this notion can be bmlt upon : and besides, if 
tlie law is abated, wtien was is abated ? Was it abated immedi* 
ately upon Adam^s fall? Surely no ; for, above two thoosand 
years after, from Mount Sinai, God declared that he reqiured 
sinless perfection, and threatened a curse agunst the man that 
should fail in the least point. ...^Arodl Tou-^Deut, xxvii. 86.— « 
Was it abated upon ChrisCs coming into the worid ? Surely no ; 
for he, in the strongest terms, taught his disciples that it was in 
full force, and that it was their duty to be perfectly holy, and 
that in designed opposition to the doctrine of the Pharisees, 
who, in effect, held that the law was abated. ...iUSit. v. 1/ 4ft. 
Was it abated after Christ's death and resurrection ? Surely 
no; for St. Paul always taught that the Christian scheme of reli- 
gion, which he preached, did not make void, but ratiier estab* 
lished the law..../^o;?t. iii. 31 — and St. James insisted upon it, 
tliat it must not be broken in any one point... y^m^tf ii, 10.«« 
When was it al^ated therefore ? Why, says Christ, Till heaven 
and earth shall pass away, one jot or tittle of the law shall in n§ 
yvisefaiL^Mau v. 18. And besides, if the law is abated, in 
rvhat particular is it abated, and A971; great are the abatements? 
— Are there any abatements made in our duty to God ? Surely 
no' ; for we are still required to love him with all our hearts, 
and more than this never was demanded : Or are any abate- 
ments made in our dut)- to nur fellow-men ? Surely no ; &rwe 
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are stiU required to love our neighbor aa ourselves, and moro 
than this nev^r was enjoined : Or is there any abatement made 
in the internal part of our duty ? Sufelyno; for the whole heart 
is still required, and more than this never was insisted upon : 
Or, finally, is there any abatement made in the external part of 
our duty I Surely no ; for we are still required to be hohf in ail 
Tiumner ofconoersation^ qm he that has catied us is hokf^ (I. Pet* 
t. 15.) and more than diis was never required ; So that, from 
the whole, we .have as much reason to think that the law requires 
sinless perfection now, as that ever it did : yea, this point can* 
not be plainer than it is ; for the law, in fact, is the very same 
it was from the beginiung, word for word, without the leat alte« 
ration : — Thau shali lave the Lord thy God xmth all thy heart, 
&c. and tky neighbor as thyself; so that, if it ever did require 
einless perfection, it does nowm 

The highest pitch of holiness, the shunts in heaven will ever 
arrive.to, will only be to love God with €dl their hearts ; and ex- 
acdy the veiy same is required of eveiy man upon earth : And 
it was because St. Paul understood the law in this sense, diat 
he had always such a mean and low opinion of all his attain- 
ments ; for, while he compared what he xvas^ with what he 
aught to be, he plainly saw how the case stood : and therefore 
he says. The law is spiritual, but lam carnal, sold wider sin,.,. 
wretched man that lam /...Ronu vii. 14, 24. 

So that, upon the whole, diis seems to be the true state of the 
case :*-QS there are various capaciues among all intelligent crca« 
tures in general, so there are among men, in particular, spub of 
various sizes....some of larger natural capacities,, and some of 
smaller ; but souls of difierent capaciues, are capable of different 
degrees of love. A degree of love exactly equal to the natural 
capadty of the soul, is^ perfection ;. and this is what the law re- 
quires, nor more nor less; — a// the heart, all the soul,a//thc mind, 
nZ/the strength. The saints and angels in heaven love God 
thus, and hence they are perfect in holiness ; and, so far as iCx 
fall short of tliis, we are sinful : This is the exact rule of duty* 
. And now, this law is hoIy^jiLsfy'jLwl good. The thing requin-d 
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quired, is, in its own nature, right, (it, and suitable. Gcxl is 
worthy to be loved with all our hearts, and this is just what is 
required. It is right we should have a degree of love to our- 
selves, and it is right we should love our neighbors om ourseheti 
but it is fit we should love God with att our hearts : Consider- 
ing what he is, and what we are, it is, in its own nature, inBmte* 
ly fit and right ; and not to do so, infinitely unfit and wrongt 
Indeed, God is worthy of an infinitely greater degree of love 
than we, or any of his creatures, are capable of. He only is 
capable of a complete view of his own infinite glory, and of afoD 
sense of his own infinite beaut)% and of a love perfectly adequate 
to his own loveliness : and he does not require or expect any 
of his creatures to love him to that degree he loves himsdf ; 
only, as he loves himself with all his heart,-80 he requires and 
expects that they love him with all their hearts : And diere be* 
ing the same reason for one as for the other, the law is, tliere- 
fore, in its own nature, perfectly right^ snd just^ and eqtud* In- 
deed, had God required the most exalted of his intellig^ crea- 
tures to have loved him in the same degree that he himself does, 
then the thing required would, in its own nature, have been ab- 
solutely impossible, and what he could have no reason to expect : 
Or, if he had required the meanest of his intelligent creatures to 
havelovedhimin the same^(6>^rff that Ga&r/'e/ does, it would have 
been a thing naturally impossible ; but now he only requires 
every one to love him with all their hearts^ this is r/^Af.... perfect- 
ly right, justy and cquaL Less than this could not, injustice, 
have been required of each one ; in jusuce, I mean, to the Deity, 
who ought to have his due from each one, and whose proper 
right the Governor of the world ought to assert and maintain. 

Thus we see the law is exactly upon a level with our natural 
capaciues ; it only requires us to love God with all our hearts : 
and thus w^e sec, that die law is, therefore, perfectly reasonable, 
just, and equal. Deut. x. 12,.., And noiv^ Israel^ what doth the 
Lord thy God rejuire of thee^ but to fear the Lord thy God^ to 
ivalk hi all Ills TtY/79, and to love liim^ and to .serine the Lord thy 
God with ALL thy heartland with all thy soul ? 
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Hence, as to a niatural capacity, all mankind are capable of 
a perfect conformity to this law ; for the law requires of no man 
any more than to love God with a// his heart* The sinning 
angels have the same natural capacities now, as they had before 
they fell ; they have the 9axotJacuUieSy called the understanding 
and will — they are still the same beings, as to their naturaJ^w* 
ers. Once they loved God with all their hearts ; and now they 
hate him with all their hearts : Once they had a great degree 
of love ; now they have as great a degree of hatred ; — so that 
they have the same natural capacities now as ever. Their 
temper^ indeed, is diffierent ; but their capacity is the same ; and, 
therefore^ as to a natural capacity^ they are as capable of a per- 
fect oonformi^ to die law of their Creator as ever they were. 
So, Adam, after his (all, had the same soul that he had before, 
as to its natural capacities j though of a very different temper ; 
and, therefore, in that respect, was as capable of a perfect con- 
formity lo this law, as ever. And it is plainly the case, that all 
mankiDid, as to dieir natural capacities, are capable of a perfect 
conformity to the law, from this^ that when sinners are convert- 
ed they have no new natural faculties, though they have a tietv 
temper: and when they come to love God with all their hearts 
in heaven, still they will have the same hearts^ as to their natu- . 
m/fiiculdes^ and may, in this respect, be jusdy looked upon as 
die very same beings. In this sense, Paul was the same man 
when he hated and persecuted Christ, as when he loved him and 
died for him : and that same heart thsLt was once so full of mal- 
ice, is now as full of lov^ : So that, as to his natural capacities, 
he was as capable of a perfect conformity to this law, when he 
was a persecutor, as he is now in heaven. When, therefore, 
men crj' out against the holy law of CVod, which requires us only 
to love him with all our hearts^ and say, " It is notjust for God 
*' to reqiure more than we can do, and then threaten to damn 
" us for not doing," they ought to sta}" a while, and consider 
what they say, and tell what they mean by their can do ; for 
it is plain, that the law is exactly u^x^n a le\'el with our natural 
capacities, and that, in this respect, we are fully capable of a per- 
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feet conformity thereto : And it witt be impoBsifalc for us t9 
excuse ourselves by an inabiUttf aritbgfinoin antf other quuter ; 
as will presently appear : For, to return. 

From what hsis been said, we may learn, that dicre' can be 
nothing to render it, in any measure, a hard and tSficuk thing, 
to love God with all our hearts* but our being destitute oft 
right temper of mind, and having a temper that is toror^ : and 
that, therefore, we zre perfectly inexctaabley and altog-ether and 
wholly to blame f that we do not. 

Ob J. But I do not know God f how^ therefore^ can liavc him f 

Ans. Were you of a right temper^ it would be 3roiir nature^ 
above all things, to attend to those discoveries which he has 
made of himself in his works and in his word ; you would aearch 
for the knowledge of him, as men search for silver, and as diey 
dig for hidden treasure : and* were you of a right ten^er^ it 
would be natural to take in that very representadon wluch God 
has made of himself: And now, was it but j^our nature to afi^ 
tend, with all your heart, to the discoveries which God haa noade 
of himself.«.and your nature to take in right notions of him, it 
would be impossible but that you should know u^hatGodis/ be* 
cause he has acted out all his perfections so much to the life, and 
exhibited such an exact image of himself. The works of crea* 
uon and redemption, and all his conduct as moral Governor of 
the world, shew just what kind of Being he is : He has discov- 
ered his infinite understanding and almighty power, and he has 
shown the temper of his heart ; and all in so plain a manner, 
that, were it your nature to attend and consider, and take in 
right notions, it is quite impossible but that you should know 
and see plainly what God r>. 

Obj. But if J have right notions of what Godia^yet I cannot 
see his glory and beauty in being such / how^ therefore^ can Ibve 
him? 

Ans. Were yon of a right temper^ it would be your nature to 
account him infinitely glorious in being what he is. As it is the 
ns^ture of an ambitious man to see a glory in applause, and of 
a worldly man to see a glory in the diings of the world, so it 
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would be your nature to see a glory inGod ; for what suits our 
heartSfOaturally appears excellent in oureyes. (jfohn viii. 42,47.) 

Obj* But I feel that I cannot lave him ; howy therefore^ am I 
wholly to blame f 

An8« The fault is in him, or in you : Either he is not love« 
ly, or else you are of a very bad temper : but he is infinitely 
lovely ; and therefore it is oidy owing to the bad temper of your 
heart, and to your being destitute of a right temper, that you 
cannot love him \ and you, therefore, are wholly to blame : In- 
deed you could not but love him, were you not a very sordid 
ivretch. 

• Ob J. But to love God^ or to have any diaposittfn to love him^h 
a thing supernatural, clean beyond the powers ofnature^ im* 
proved to the utmost : how can Ij therefore j be wholly to blame f 

Ans. It is a thing supernaturalyou say ; /• r. in other words, 
you have no heart to itj nor the least inclinadon that way ; nor 
is there any thing in your temper to work upon by modves to 
bring you to it ; and now, because you are so very bad a crea- 
ture, therefore yoji are not at all to blame : litis is your argu« 
ment : But can you think that there is any force in it i What ! 
are moral agents the less to blame the worse they grow ? And 
are God's laws no longer binding, than while his subjects are 
disposed to obey them ? 

Obj. Butj after ally I must needs repkfj as Nicodemus in 
another case^ How can these things be i 

Ans. Why did not die Jews love their prophets, and love 
Christ and his apodes ? What was it owing to ? And where did 
the blame lie ? They were acquainted with them... .heard them 
talk and preach, and saw their conduct, and could not but plain- 
ly perceive their temper, and know what sort of disposition they 
^ere of, and what sort of men they were ; and yet they did not 
like them ; but they hated them — they belied them, slandered 
and reproached them, and put them to death : And now what 
was the matter ? What was the cause of all diis i Were not 
their prophets, and Christ and his aposdes indeed lovely, and 
worthy of their hearty esteem i Did not all that they aaid and did 
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manifest them to be s6 ? Why, then, did they not love them? 
— Was it not wholly owing to their not having a rig^t temper 
of mind, and to dicir ix:ing of so bad a disposition i And were 
they not wholly to blame ? — They might say of Christ, That 
they could see no form nor comeliness in him^ wherefore they 
shuld desire him ; and where no beauty is seen, it is impoasibk 
there should be any love: But why did not he appear mcMt 
amial)le in their eyes ? And why were their hearts not ravish- 
ed with liis beauty ? — His disciples loved him, and Martha and 
Mary and Lctzarus loved him ; and why did not the ScrsAes and 
Pharisees love him as much ? — Why, because his person and 
doctrines did not suit them, and were not agreeable to the Im- 
per of their hearts. The bad temper of their hearts made him 
appear odious in their eyes, and was the cause of all dieir iD- 
will towards him : And now, were tliey not to blame for tliii 
bad temper, and for all their bad feelings, and bad carriage V> 
wards Christ, thence arising ? Yes, surely, if ever any men were 
to bhune for any thing. And now, if God, the father, had been 
in the bame circumsfimces as God, the son, was then in, he 
would not have been loved a jot more, or treated a whit better 
than he was : Indeed it was th^t image and resemblance of the 
infinitely glorious and blessed God, which was to be seen in 
their prophets — in Christ and his aposdes, which was the very 
thing ihcy hated him for ; Therefore Christ says, He that ha- 4 
ttth me^ hateth my Father also,...BiU now have they both seen and 
hatcdy both me and my Father..„John xv. 23, 24. And Christ 
. attributes it entirely to their want of a right temper, and to the 
bad disposition of their hearts, that they did not love him, and 
love his docti ines. If God were your father^ you would love me.m» 
John vlii. 42. He that is of God (of a God-like temper) Aaor- 
eth God\*i words : ye^ tlwrefore^ hear them not^ because ye are not 
of God, (Ver. 47.) In truth, the bottom of all your enmity is, 
that you are of your fatlier^ the devil^ i.e. of just such a temper 
as he , ( Fer . 44.) And now, what think you, when Christ comei 
in flaming fire, to take vengeance on an ungodly world ? Will ht 
blame the Scribes and Pharisees for not lo\'inghira with all their 
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hearts, or no ? Or will he excuse the matter, and say, on their 
behalf, They could see no form nor comeiine^s in me.p..I appear* 
edvery odious to them^...they could not love me...Ahey could not 
but hatemey and no man is to blame for not doing more than he 

CAN? 

From the whole, it is plain that mankind are to blame, whoU 
ly to blame, and perfectly inexcusable^ for their not having right 
apprehensions of God, and for their not having a sense of his 
g^ory in being what he is, and for their not loving him with all 
their heart ; because all is owing merely to their want of a right 
temper, and to the bad disposition of their hearts. 

Indeed; if we were altogether of such a temper, frame, and 
disposition of heart as we ought to be, it would be altogether 
as easy and natural to love God with all our hearts, as it is for 
the most dutiful child to love a tender and valuable parent : For 
^God is really infinitely amiable ; and were we of such a temper, 
he would appear so in our eyes ; and did he appear so in our 
eyes, we could not but love Um with all our hearts, and delight 
in him with all our souls ; and it would be most easy and natu* 
ral so to do ; for no man ever found any difficulty in loving that 
which appears very amiable in his eyes : For the proof of which 
I appeal to the experience of all mankind. And now, why does 
not God appear infinitely amiable in our eyes ? Is it because 
he has not clearly revealed what he is^ in his works and in his 
word? Surely no; for the. revelation is plain enough. Is it 
because he is not infinitely amiable in being what he is ? Surely 
no i for all heaven are ravished with his infinite beaut}% What 
is it, then, that makes us blind to the infinite excellency of the 
divine nature ? Why, it can be owing to nothing but a bad temr 
per of mind in us, and to our not being of such a temper as 
we oug^t to be. For I appeal to the experience of all mankind, 
whether those persons and things which suit the temper of their 
heart!, do not naturally appear amiable in dieir eyes : And 
certainly, if God does not su\t the temper of our hearts, it is 
not owing to any fault in him, but the fault must be wholly in 
ourselves. If the temper and disposition of God (i« e, his mor- 

P 
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al perfections,) be not agreeable to our temper and dispoeitioii, 
most certainly our temper and disposition are very wrong. If 
God were your father^ ye would love me / but ye are ofywat 
father the devil^ therefore ye hate mt....{yohn viiL 48, 44w) i. e. 
" If you were of a temper like God, ye would love me ; butb^ 
ing of a contrary temper^ hence you hate me. If you were of 
a right temper, I should appear amiable unto you ; and it ii 
wholly owing to yoiu* bad temper, that I appear otherwise. ^ 
ye were AbrahanCs children^ ye would do theworhof AbrahamJ* 
....(verse 39.) 

Ob J. But be it 80^ yet I cannot help being of such a temper om 
lam of ; hoxv^ therefore^ am Iwholly to blame f 

Ans. You have as much power to help being of such a tem^ 
per, as the scribes and Pharisees had ; but Christ judged diem 
to be wholly to blame, and altogether inexcusable. They could 
not like Christ or his doctrine : Te cannot hear my -word^ says 
Christ, (yerse 43) ; but their CANNOT....their irwbility^ was no 
excuse to them in Christ's account, because all their inalnlityi 
he plainly saw, arose from their bad temper, and their wantof 
a good disposidon. And, although they had no more poruoer 
to help being of such a temper than you have, yet he judged 
them wholly to blame, and altogether inexcusable, {^ohn viiL 
Sj — ^t...^John XV. 2J — ^25.) And now we know, that hiajudg' 
ment is according to truth. But, in order to help you to see in* 
to the reason of the thing, I desire you seriously and impartial 
ly to consider, 

1. Th»l sinners are free and voluntary in their bad temper. 
A wicked world have discovered a very strong disposition to 
hate God, even from the beginning : And the Jewish nation, 
God's own peculiar people, of whom, if of any, we might hope 
for better things, were so averse to God and his ways, that they 
hated and murdered the messengers which he sent to reclaim 
them, and, at last, even murdered God's own Son. And now, 
whence was all diis ? ^\^iy, from the exceeding bad and wick* 
ed temper of their hearts. They have hated me without a cause 
...John XV. 25. But did any hoAy force them to be of auch a 
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bad temper ? Surely no ; they were hearty in it. Were they 
of such a bad temper against their wills ? Surely no ; their 
itr/72$.,,.their hearts were in it : Yea, they loved their bad tern' 
^r^Biid loved to gratify it, and hence were mightily please^ 
with their false prc^hets, because they always prophesied in 
their £ivor, and suited and gratified dieir disposition : and 
they hated whatsoever was disagreeable to their bad temper, and 
tended to cross it ; and hence were they so enraged at the 
preaching and the penons of their prq)hets..«.of Christ and his 
aposdes ; so that they were manifesdy voluntary and hearty in 
dieir bad temper. IVe have loved strangers^ and after them we 
WiLL^0....Jer. ii. 25. '^Mt as for the word which thou host 
spoken unto us in the name of the Lord^ we will not hearken 
unto thee....Jtr, xliv. 16. And the Lord God of their fatfiers 
sent to them by his messengers^ rising up betimes j and sen£ng ; 
because he had compassion on his people^ and on his dwelling' 
place : but they mocked the messengers of Gody and despised his 
wordsyond misused his prophets^ &C....II. Chron. xxxvi. 15, 16. 
And so, all Mricked men are as voluntary in their bad temper 
as they were. The temper of die mind is nothing but the Aa« 
bitual inclination of the heart : but an involuntary inclination of 
the heart is a contradiction ; And the stronger any bclination 
is, the more full and free the heart and soul is in the thing. 
Hence the bad temper ^ or the habitual bad inclination oPdie de» 
vil is at the fiuthest distance from any compulsion-*he is most 
perfecdy free and hearty in it : And all sinful creatures being 

' thus voluntary y frecy and hearty in the bad temper of their 
minds ; or, in other words, the bad temper of the mind being 
nothing but the habitual inclination of the hearty hence all must 
be to blame in a degree equal to the strength of their bad incli- 
nati<)n. In a word, if we were continually ySrcerfto be of such 
a bad temper, entirely against our willsy then we should not be- 
to blame ; for it would not be at all the temper of our hearts : 
but so long as our bad temper is nothing else but the habitual 

frame^disposiUony dsA inclination oi g\xt own hearts, without 
any manner of compulsion, we arc^perfecUy without excuse, 
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and that whether we can help being of such a temper^ or no* 
For, 

2. If a sinfid creaturt?8 not being able to he^ hu being efa 
bad temper^ does in the least free him from blame ; then the mon 
tile and sinful any creature grotosy the less to blame mil Ac be: 
because the more vile and sinful any creature grows, die IcM 
able is he to help his being of so bad a frame of heart : ThuS| 
if a man feels a bad spirit towards one of his neighbors creep* 
ing into his heart, perhaps if he immediately resists it, he may 
be able easily to overcome and suppress it ; but if he gives wqr 
to it, and suffers it to take strong hold of his heart..«if he cber^ 
ishes it until it grows up into a setded enmity, and keeps it is 
his heart for twenty years, seeking all opportunities to gradfytt 
by backbiting, defaming, &c« it will now, perhaps, be clean out 
of his power to get rid of it, and effectually root it out of hit 
heart : It will, at least, be a very difficult thing* Now, the man 
is talked to and blamed for backbiting and defaming his neigh- 
bor, time after time, and is urged to love his neighbor as him- 
self, but he says he cannot love him : But why cannot you 7 For 
other men love him. Whi/^ he appears in my eyes the most o£om 
and hateful man in the world. Yes, but that is owing to your 
own bad temper : Well^ hut J cannot help my temper ^ and there* 
fore I am not to blame. Now, it is plain, in this case, how weak 
the man^s plea is ; and even common sense will teach all man- 
kind to judge him the more vile and blame-worthy, by how 
much the more his grudge is settled and rooted : And yet the 
more setded and rooted it is, the more unable is he to get rid of 
it* And just so it is here : Suppose a creature loved God with 
all his heart, but after a while begins to feel his love abate, and 
an aversion to God secretly creeping into his soul } now, pei> 
haps, he might easily suppress and overcome it : But if he gives 
way to it, until he loses all sense of God^s glory, and setdes into 
a state of enmity against him, it may be quite impossible ever 
to recover himself: And yet he is not the less, but the more 
vile, and so the more blame-worthy. If, then, we arc so averse 
to God that we cannot love him ; and if our bad temper is so 
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adrongy so settled and nx>ted that we cannot get rid of it, diis is 
so far from being matter of excuse for us, that it renders us so 
much the more vile, guilty, and hell-deserving ; for to suppose 
diatour;inability,in this case, extenuates our fault.^.our inabili- 
ty which increases in proportion to our badness, is to suppose 
that the worse any sinner grows, the less to Uame he is ;— than 
which, nothing can be more absurd. 

Obj. But I was brought into this state by Adam^sfaU. 

Ans, Let it be by AdamS fall, or how it will, yet if you are 
an enemy to the infinitely glorious God, your Maker, and that 
voluntarily, you are infinitely to blame, and without excuse ; 
lor nothing can make it right for a creature to be a voluntary 
enemy to his glorious Creator, or possibly excuse such a crime : 
It is, in its own nature, infinitely vrrong — there is nothing, there- 
fore, to be said — ^you stand guilty before God : It is in vain to 
make this or any other pleas, so long as we are what we are, not 
by compulsion, but voluntarily : And it is in vain to pretend 
lliat we are not voluntary in our corruptions, when they are 
nothing else but the free, spontaneous inclinations of our own 
hearts. Since this is the case, every mouth wiU be stopped, and 
4UI the world become guilty before God^ sooner or later. 

Thus we see, that, as to a natural capacity ^ all mankind are 
capable of a perfect conformity to God^s law, which requires us 
only to love God with all our hearts : and that all our inability 
arises merely from the bad temper of our hearts, and our want 
of a good disposition ; and that, therefore, we are wholly to 
Uame and altogether inexcusable. Our impotency, in one 
word, b not natural^ but morale and, therefore, instead of exten- 
tiating, does magnify and enhatwe our fault. The more unable 
to love God we are, the more are we to blame : Even as it was 
with the Jews....the greater contrariety there was in their hearts, 
to their prophets....to Christ and hisaposdes, the more vile and 
Uame-wordiy were they.* And in this light do the scriptures 

* Obj. fim, says a secure smner, iurefy there h no controfiety in ftty bean 
$0 Ood, /never bated God in fn>y i{f'e ; / almtr* loved bim. 

Ans. The Series and Fbari^ee* verily thought that they loved God, and 
that, if they had lived in the days of their fathers, they would not have put 
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constantly view the case. There is not one tittle in the Old 
Testament or in the New....in thelaworin the gospel, that gives 
the least intimation of any deficiency in our natural faculties.-— 
The law requires no more than all our hearts, and never blames 
us for not having larger natural capacities. The gospel aims 
to recover us to love God only with all our hearts, but makes 
no provision for our having any new natural capacity ;•— as to 
our natural capacities, all is well : It is in our temper, in the 
frame and disposition of our hearts, that the seat of all our sin- 
fulness lies. Ezek. xii. 2 Son oftnan^ thou dwellcH in the 

midst of a rebellious house^ which have eyes to see^ and see not,,*. 
they have ears to hear, and hear not, for they area rebellious 
house. This is the bottom of the business : We have eyes to 
see, and ears to hear, and his glory shines all around us, in the 
heavens and in the earth....in his word and in his vrayv ; ifod Us 
name is proclaimed in our ear^ ; and there is nothing hinden 
our seeing and hearing, but that we are rebellious creatures.— 
Our contrariety to God makes us blind to the beauty of the di- 
vine nature, and deaf to all his commands, counsels, calls, and 
invitations. We might know God, if we had a heart to know 
him ; and love God, if we had a heart to love him. It is noth- 
ing but our bad temper and being destitute of a right disposition 
that makes us spiritually blind and spiritually dead. If this 
\itixrtoi stone was but away, and a heart of fesh was but in us, all 

the Prophet* to death. They were altogether insensible of the perfect con- 
trariety of their hearts to the divine nature. And whence was it ? Why, 
they had wrong notions of the divine Being, and they loved that false image 
which ihey had framed in their own fancies ; and so they had wrong no* 
tions of the Prophets which their fathers hated and murdered, and hence 
imagined that they should have loved ihem : But they saw a little what a 
temper and disposition Christ was of, and him they hated with a perfect 
hatred. So there are multitudes of secure sinners and self-deceived h3rp»' 
crites, who verily think they love God; nevertheless, as soon as ever they 
open their eyes in eternity, and see just what God is, their love will vanish, 
and their enmity break out and exeri itself to perfection. So that the rea- 
son sinners see nai iheir coniraricty to the divmc nature, is their not seeing 
what God is. ...It must be so; for a sinful nature and an holy natut« aie 
diametrically opposite. So much as there is of a sinful disposition in the 
heart, so much of contrariety is there to the divine nature. If, therefore, 
we arc not sensible of this contrarievy, it can be owing to nothing but 
our ignorance of God, or not believing him to be what \m really ib..../fcrm. 
vii.8,9. 
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1 be well : We should be able enough to see, and hear,and 
rstand, and know divine things ; and should be ravished 
their beauty ; and it would be most natural and easy to 
God with all our hearts. 

id hence, it is most evident that the supreme Governor of 
orld has not the least ground or reason to abate hia law, 
reverse the threatening ; nor have a rebellious worid the 
ground or reason to charge God with cruelty,*and say, ^^ It 
ijust that he should reqture more than we can do^ and 
ten to damn us for not doing ;" for, from what has been 
it is manifest that the law is holy, jtist^and good : And that 
is nothing in the way of our perfect conformity to it, but 
wn wickedness, in which we are free, and hearty, and vol- 
y ; and for which, therefore, in strict jusUce, we deserve 
al damnation. The law b already exactly upon alevel with 
atural capacities, and it need not, therefore, be brought any 
r : And there is no greater punishment threatened than our 
Reserves ; there b, therefore, no reason the threatening 
id be reversed ;— as to the law, all is well, and there is no 
of any alteradon : And there is nothing ambs, but in our* 
s. It is impudent wickedness, therefore, to fly in the face 
od and of his holy law, and charge him with injustice and 
ty ; because, forsooth, we hate him so bad that we cannot 
it in our hearts to love him ; and are so high*hearted and 
: that we must not be blamed. No, we are too good to be 
ed in the case, and all the blame, therefore, must be cast 
I God and hb holy law : Yea, we are come to that, in thb 
lious worid, that if God sends to us the news of pardon and 
s through Jesus Christ, and invites us to return unto him 
i>e reconciled, we are come to that, I say, as to take it as an 
affront at the hands of the Almighty. ^^ He pretends to 
tt us mercy,'* (say God-hating, God-provoking unners), 
;he only mocks us ; for he offers all upon conditions which 
cannot possibly perform." This is as if they should say— 
e hate him so much, and are of so high a spirit, that we can- 
t find in our hearts to return, and own the law to be just, by 
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*^ which we stand condemned^and look to his free mercy, through 
^ Jesus Christ, for pardon and eternal Ufe ; and, therefore, ifhc 
** will offer pardon and eternal life upon no easier terms, he does 
^^ but dissemble with us, and mock and deride us in our misery." 
And since this is the true state of the case, therefore it is no 
%Yonder that even infinite goodness, itself has fixed upon a dxf 
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven, with hu 
mighty angeb, in flaming fire, to take vengeance on them tht 
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesut 
Christ : And then shall ungodly smners be convinced of all thdr 
hard speeches which they have ungodlily spoken against die 
Lord : And then shall the righteousness of all God's ways be 
made manifest before all the world. 

To conclude — God, the great Lord of all, has threatened 
eternal damnation agsunst all those who do not perfectly keep 
the law, (Gal. iii. 10,) even although they live and £e in die 
midst of the heathen world«...7?0m. i. 18, 19,30; (of wUdi 
more afterwards.) And at the day of judgment he will exe* 
cute the threatening upon all, (those only excepted, that are, 
by fsuth, interested in Christ and in the new covenant :) and 
his so doing will evidendy be justifiable in the sight of all worlds, 
on this ground, viz. That they were not under a naturtU necn* 
Mtty of sinning, but were altogether voluJUary in their disobe- 
dience. Luke xix. 27. ...But those mine enemies which would 
NOT that I should reign over thetn^ bring hither and^lm/ them 
before me. 

And this^ by the way, is the very thing which stops the mouth 
of an awakened, convinced, humbled sinner, and setdes him 
down in it, that he deserves to be damned, notwithstanding aD 
his doings, viz. that he is what he is, not by compukiony or throu^ 
a natural necessity^ but altogether vohtntarily. There is noth- 
ing more difficult in the whole work preparatory to conversion, 
than to make the sinner see, and feel, and own, that it is just.- 
quitejust....altogether just and fair for God to damn hinu He 
pleads, that he is sorry for all his sins, and is willing to Jbrsak 
them all forever y and is resolved always to do as xveU a» he em. 
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He pleads, that lie cannot help his hearts being so bad»*„that he 
did not bring himself into that condition^ but that he loas brought 
into it by the fall of Adam^ which he could not possibly prevent^ 
a?ui which he had no hand in. But when he comes, in a clear 
and realizing manner, to see and feel the whole truthy viz. that 
he does not care for God, nor desire to, but is really an enemy 
to him in his very hearty and voluntarily so, and that all his fair 
pretences and promises, prayers and tears, are but mere hypoc- 
risy, arising only from seIf4ove, and guilty fears^and mercena- 
ry hopes, NOW the business is done : For, says he. It matters 
not how I came into this cofidition^ nor whether Icon help having 
so bad a hearty since lam voluntarily ^t^/ such a one as lam^ 
and really love on^/ choose to be what lam* Rom. vii. 8, 9.... 
Sin revived and Idled. He feels himself without excuse, and 
that his mouth is stopped, and that he must be forced to own 
the sentence just ; for he feels that it is not owing to any com^ 
pulsion or natural necessity y but that he is voluntarily and hear^ 
tily such a one as he is : And now^ and not till now^ does h% 
feel himself to be a sinner, completely so ; for he, all along be- 
fore, fancied some goodness to be in hiiu, and thought himself 
in some measure excusable : and now, and not/<:il jiowy is 
he prepared to attribute his salvation entirely to free and sove- 
reign gi-ace. All along before he had something to say for 
himself like the Pharisee : But, v^ithxhe publican^ he now sees 
that be lies at mercf/....Luke xviii. 13, This is the very thing 
that makes all mankind to blame, altogether to blame, for being 
what they are, namely — ^that they are voluntarily so ; tlus is 
the reason they deserve to be damned for being so, and this^ 
whim seen and felt by the awakened sinner, eifectually stops 
Ills mouth. 

And thisy also, is the very thing that makes believers see them- 
selves ti;/i0//^ /^ blame for not being perfectly holy, and lays a 
foundation for their mourning for their xvarU of a perfect coH' 
fonnity to the law. They fe«l their defects are not the result 
of a natural necessity y but only of the remains*of their old aver- 
sion to God» which, so £ir as they are unsanctified, they are 

Q 
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voluntary in'.* And hence ihey crj'^ out, I arn carnal^ ^oUtn^ 
dcr sin^O wretched man that lam /•••Rom. vii. 14, 24; and set 
themselves down for beasts andybo/9.... Psalm Ixxiii. 23. 

And finally, this want of a good temper....this voluntaiy and 
stubborn aversion to God, and love to themselves, the wcMrld 
and sin, is all that renders the immediate influences of the ho- 
ly spirit so absolutely necessary, or indeed at all needful, to 
recover and bring them to love God with all their hearts. A 
bare representation of what God is, were men of a right temper, 
would ravish their hearts ; for his beauty and glory are infinite. 
It is nothing, therefore, but their badness that makes it needful 
that there should be lint upon line^ and precept upon precept. 
It is their aversion to God, that makes zny persuaaians at all 
needful ; for, were they of a right temper, they would love God 
with all their hearts, of their own accord. And surely, were not 

* Ob J. '* But does not St. Paul say, in Rom. vii. 18, To wiliUpretaiifoitk 
** me ; but boo to perform that vcbich is good, I find not ?** 

Ans. 'Tifl true, he had a strong disposition to be perfectlj holy, but lui 
disposition >%- as not perfect. He had a strong disposition to love God su- 
premely, live to him entirely rand delight in him wholly, but his whole heart 
was not perfectly disposed todo so. There was a spirit of aversion to God, 
and love to sin, remaining in him. In tne, that u, in myfiesh, ihseUs no good 
fi6/7;^....and this was the ground and cause of all his impotency : So that 
when he says. To Vftii in preteiu vtitb me, but bovo to perform that v:Sicb it 
guody I find not, he means, ** To be in a measure disposed to love God su- 
" premcly, live to him entirely, and delight in him wholly, is natural and 
" easy ; but how to get my whole heart into the disposition, I find not— -it 
** is beyond me, through ihe remains of the flesh, i. e. of my native contra^ 
" riety to God, and love to sin:" Which remaining contrariety to God, and 
propensity to sin, so far as he was unsanctiiicd, he was voluntary in ; but to 
far as he was sanctified, he perfectly hated. IVitb my mind, Imyse/ftervttbe 
/.itj cfGod, but vjttb myfitsb the la%j of£in....\eT. 25. And so the spirit lusted 
against tbefiesjb, andtbeficnb against tbc spirit ; and these two were amtrary 
the one to tbe otbtr, and hence he could net do tbc tbirgs tbat be vxmld. . .Gal. v. 17. 

Obj. •' But does not St. Paul speak several times, in Rom. vii. as if he 
" was not properly to blame for his rcYnaining corruptions, when he says, It 
** is not I, but sin tbat dtoellttb in vie /" 

Ans. He only means, by that phrase, to let us know^that his remaining 
corruption was not the governing principle in him : according to what he 
had said in Hofn. vi. 14. ...Sin sball not bave tbe dominion over you, Jor-yt art 
not under tbe lanv, but under grace : but does not at dl design to insinuate, 
that he did not sec himself to blame, yea wholly to blame, for his remaining 
corruption.... For though he says somciimes, It is not I, but sin tbat dvoelletb 
in^me, yet, at other ihnes, lam catr.al, sold under sin... vcr. 14. Ovoreuhed 
^nan tbat I am,....\cr. 24 — like a broken-hearted penitent. But he could not 
have mourned for his remaining corruption as being sirjul, if he had not 
fdt himself to blame for it. 
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men very bad indeed, diere would be no occasion for lus am- 
bassadors with ^cA^arn^^^/ie^^ to beseech them : Wcprayyou^ 
says the aposde, in Christ* s steady be ye reconciled to God.„dl, 
Cor. V. 20. But now, that aU external means that can possibly 
be used....all arguments, and motives, and entreaties, urged in 
the mostforceable manner^ should not be able to recover men 
to God, no not one^ in all the world, without the immediate in- 
fluences of the holy spirit, can surely be attributed to nothing 
short of this, that an apostate world are, in very deed, at enmi- 
ty against God, and their contrariety to him is mightily setdcd 
and rooted in their hearts — mightily setded and rooted indeed^ 
that Paul was nothing, and ApoUos nothing, and all their most 
vigorous efforts nothing ; so that without the immediate influen- 
ces of the holy spirit, not one, by them, although the best preach- 
ers, of mere men, that ever lived, could be persuaded to 
turn to God....I. Cor. iii. 7 ; but that the world should, in fact, 
rise in arms, and put the messengers of heaven to death, seems 
to argue enmity and malice, to the highest degree It is men^s 
badness that keeps them from taking in right apprehensions of 
God, and that makes them blind to the beauty of the divine na- 
ture, and that makes them hate God, instead of loving him : 
but for this^ they would Ipve God of their own accord^ without 
any more ado. If God were your father ^ (says Christ) ye would 
love me ; ye are of your father the devil ^ therefore ye hate me. 
Surely, then, all the world are inexcusable, and wholly to blame, 
for their continuance in sin, and justly deserve eternal damna- 
tion at the hands of God, as was before said : Nor is it any ex- 
cuse to say, " God does not give me sufficient grace to make 
** me better ;" since I might love God, with all my heart, of my 
own accord, with all the ease in the world, if I were but of a 
right temper : Yea, such is his glory and beauty, that I could 
not but be ravished with it, were I such as I ought to be ; and 
my needing any special grace to make me love God, argties 
that I am an enemy to him, a vile, abominable wretch, not fit 
to live : And to pretend to excuse mpelf, and say, *** I cannot, 
^' and God will not make me,'' is just as bad as if a rebellious 
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child should go to his fidier, and say, *^ I hate you, and caaoot 
** love you, and God will not, by his almighty power, make mc 
" better, and therefore I am not to blame -^ for the wretch cooU 
not but love his good father, were it not that he is -so exceed- 
ingly vitiated in his Umper. If our impotency. consisted m 
and resulted from our want of natural capacitie8....if it was the 
business of the holy spirit to give us new natural faculties, then 
we might plead our inability, and plead God's not giving us sot 
ficient power, in excuse for ourselves : But since all our impo- 
tency takes its rise entirely from another quarter, and all our 
need of the influences of the holy spirit to bring us to love God 
results from our badness, therefore are we without excixse, al- 
though God leaves us entirely to ourselves : And indeed no- 
thing can be more absurd than to suppose the Governor of the 
world obliged to make his creatures love him, in «^'<r of all their 
aversion ; or more wicked than to lay the i/smr of their not bv- 
inghira, upon him^ in case he docs not....yer. vii. 8. 9, 10^—16. 

Obj. But if it be granted that men^s natural porvers are ade^ 
tfuate with the law ofGod^ and so they^ as to tlieir naturalccfa* 
cities, are capable of a perfect conformity to t/ie law,' and if it be 
granted that the outward advantages ^xuhich all have who live ur^ 
der the gospel.^ are sufficient, were men but of a right temper^ t9 
lead them to the true knowledge ofGod^ and so^ that all such arc 
without excuse; yet^ if any part of mankind do not enjoy suffix 
cient outward advantages for the true knowledge ofGod^ rviihout 
which it is impossible they should either love or serve him^ how can 
such justly and fairly beacccounted altogether to blame^andwhol* 
ly inexaisable ? TjT Mr heathen, wAo have no other outward ad' 
vantages whereby to gain the true knowledge of God^ them the 
works of creation and providence^ do but hojwstly improve what 
they have^ shall not they be accepted^ although they fall short of 
sinless perfection ? Or is it right and fair that they should be 
damned ? 

Ans. I suppose that those advantages, which all mankind 
do actually enjoy, would be sufficient to lead diem to a true 
knowledge of God, and so to love and serve him, were they of 
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a right diipositioii, and were it not for the prgudices that blind 
and darken their minds, which arise from their enmity to God, 
and love to themselves, the world, and sin....Rom, u 20, 28 : 
And I suppose that God, the wise and holy, just and good 
Governor of the worid, is under no natural obUgation to use 
any supernatural means for the removal of those prejudices ; 
(Rom. ix. 15.) especially considering that men love them, and 
are obstinate in them, and will not let th«m be removed if they 
can help it, as is, in fact, the case....^0m. i. 18, 28 — yohniVu 19: 
And I suppose that, since the law is holy, just and good, no- 
thing short of sinless perfection can^ or aught to, pass with the 
supreme Law-giver and Judge of the world, as a condition of 
acceptance....GaA iii. 10^— Rom. iii. 20 : And I suppose that 
God was under no obligations to provide a Savior to bear the 
curse of the law, and answer its demands for any^ smce all sivt 
voluntarily at enmity against him and his hiw... .Rom. v. 8« 
Upon the whole, I suppose that all mankind might have been 
left in their fallen state, without a Savior, or any offers of par- 
don and peace, or any supernatural advantages whatsoever ; 
and that yet their natural obligations to love God with all their 
hearts, would have by no means ceased ; and that it would have 
been perfectly just and right with God, to have inflicted eternal 
damnation upon us, for our not doing so....Rom. u 18, and iii. 
19* And besides, I suppose that all the nations of the earth 
might have had the gospel preached to them, and, to this day, 
enjoyed/it, had not the world been in arms against it, and killed 
the messengers of peace, who were sent to carry the glad tidings 
of pardon and salvation round the \vorld....3fat. xx\uii. 19 : 
And I suppose, that still, in every age of the Christian church,, 
there have been ministers of Christ, who would gladly goto the 
farthest parts of the earth, to carry the joyful news of a Savior, 
were men but willing to receive the news, and repent, and con- 
vert, and return to God : I know, there aie such in this age ; from 
all which, I suppose that it is right, fair, and just, for God to exe- 
cute the threatening of his law according to his declared design 
-•Rom. iuSjO. Thus much in general i but, to be more particular, 



116 ''^V RELIGION DELINEATED, AND 

1. It is plain that the heathen, as well as the rest of mankind, 
are under a law that forbids all sin, and requires perfect holi- 
ness. For the wrath of God is repealed from heaven against all 
ungod&neaa and unrighteousness of men^ let them ht J civs or 
Gentiles*.».Rom» u 18. And since God is what he is, and thejr 
his creatures, there is the same general ground and reason that 
they should love him with all their hearts, as that others should. 
And it is plain St. t'aul looked upon the heathen under obliga- 
tions to ghrifyGodas God^ and be thanifuL. JRom. i, 21 ; which 
is the sum of what is required in the first table of the law : And 
none will pretend that the heathen are not obliged to love their 
neighbors as themselves, and do as they would be done by ; 
which is the sum of what the second table requires: So that it 
is a plain case, that they are, by the law of nature, obliged to the 
same perfect holiness which is required, in God^s written word, 
of the rest of mankind. 

2. It is plain, St. Paul looked upon them as enjoying suffi- 
cient means of knowledge, and so to be without excuse. I^om. 
1. 18. ...for the wrath of God is reveakdfrom heaven against ail 
ungodUness and unrighteousness ofmen^ who hold the truth in 
unrighteousness. " Who hold the truth in imrighteousness, i. e. 
** who, instead of heartily receiving, and loving, and conforming 
** to the truth, do, from love to their lusts, hate, and wickedly 
^suppress, all right notions of God... .of truth and duty,^stifling 
** their consciences." But how do the. Gentiles discover this 
aversion to the truth, who are imder no advanuges to know it ? 
^* I answer," says the aposde, " their advantages are sufficient ; 
^ {or (verse 19.) That which maybe known of God is manifest 
^^in them ; i. e. the perfections of God, which is all that is 
" knowable of God, are discovered to them ;" as he adds, " For 
* God hath stiexved it unto them*'* But were not the perfections 
of God discovered to them so darkly as not to be sufficiently 
evident and perceivable ? " No," says he ; " for {verse 20.) 
** The invisible things ofhim^from the creation of the worlds are 
** CLEARLY SEEN, beijig Understood by the tlungs that are made^ 
** even his eternal power aiui Godhead ; so that they are without 



DISTIMGUISHED PROM ALL COUNT£ILF£ITS. 117 

^^ excuse; i. e. ever since the creation of the world, the per- 
^^ fections of God are clearly to be seen in his works, the things 
^^ which he has made manifesting plainly what a God he is : so 
^^ that those who see not his perfections, and are not sensible of 
^^ his infinite glory, cannot plead their want of sufficient outward 
*^ advantages, in excuse for their ignorance and insensibility ; and 
^^ therefore the heathen, who have this advantage, are without 
** excuse."* And, still farther to clear up the point, the apos* 
tie seems to go obT&s it were, to say — ^** Yea, it is evident that 
^^ the present ignorance of the Gentile nations is affected, and so 
^inexcusable, not only from the sufficiency of their present out* 
. ^^ ward advantages, but also from theiryirm^ misimprovement 
**of the advantages which they heretofore did enjoy. Because 
^^(ytr. 21.) when they knew Gody i. e. when the heathen nations ' 
^formerly had right notions of God instilled into them, being 
^ instructed Ih the knowledge of the true God, by Noah and his 
**8ons, fix)m whom they descended, yet then they glorified him 
^not as Gody neither were thankjul; their instructions had no 
^^ influence upon them to make them holy : but they becmne 
** vain in their imaginations y and their foolish heart was darkened: 
" i. e. they soon fell off to idolatry, and lost that knowledge of 
^ the true God, in which they had been instructed and educa- 
** ted : For (ver. 28) they did not like to retain God in their 
^knowledge; i. e. to remember those instructions which had 

• If it should be objected^ that St. Paul only means that their advantages 
'vrere so great as to render them inexcusable in their ^<w« idolatry vnid/bi^Jb- 
hamkd vticktaneM, because they did, or might have known better than to do 
so, it may be easily am^ucred, from the 18th vcf<^e, thathemeanb to^jrove 
that they were altogether inexcusable, not only in their ^rcjr^ ti»St but ul:>o 
in a// their ungodtinett Viud unrigbteousncs*, i. e. plainly, in aii their v ant of a 
perfect conformity to the moral law, or law of uaiure ; for the least de- 
gree of non-conformity, in heart or life, to the f.rst table of the law, is a d^i- 
grce of UHgadlinets, and the very least degree cf non-conformity to the .se- 
cond table of the law, is a degree of unrigbtcoumesi ' And St. Paul is ex- 
press in it that the wrath cf God is revealed from heaven against am. un- 
^odlineu, &c. : And, hi vertt 21, he is full in it that the heathen are \\hoijy 
inexcusable for not glorijjing God as Cod, which is iiianifebtly ali that the 
law ever required ; so that it is plain he docs not design merely to proxc 
that they were inexcusable in their idolatry, and liie gr<K* vsiciuress ct their 
lives, but also that they were inexcusable in, and whclly to blame {LvtUir 
mut being perftctly holy : for they did, or might have known, that GiA/f;c#er- 
veJ to Sc loved xsitb all their heart, and titeir neigllMtr ui tUmselvcs, 
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^becn given them concerning the nature and perfections of 
** God;* But they abandoned themselves to idolatry ; (ver. 23, 
**25.) For xvhichcause^ (ver. 24,26) — ^for which contempt cast 
** on God, God gave tlietft up to all manner of wickedness ; so 
^^ that the present extreme ignorance, blindness, and wicked- 
*' ness of the Gentile nations, they have, through their aversion 
^' to God and love to sin, brought themselves into : so tliat it is 
" manifest they do not desire the knowledge of God, but evi- 
^^ dendy hate all right notions of him, and so are, beyond dis- 
**pute, without excuse; which was the point to be proved." — 
Thus he proves that they are without excuse, because their 
present advantages for the knowledge of God are suffici0!^t — 
wliich advantages, ever since the creation of the world, have 
been common to all ; and because they had once superadded 
advantages from parental instructions, which, instead of well 
improving, and of carefully handing down from generation to 
generation, they hawd to remember, and, so, soon forgot. 

And these passages ought to be of more weight to decide 
the case, because they are not merely occasional strokes, but 
the apostle is evideudy upon the very same poii^ tliat I am : 
For, from die 18th verse of this ^r*/ chapter^ to the l^h verseq^ 
the third^ he is industriously laboring to prove, that both ytnvs 
and Gentiles are all under sin^ and so the whole world guilty before 
God : And liis arguments are not fetched from AdanCsJirst sin^ 
but from comparing them with the law of God, whereby he 
discovers their weaknesses ; all the blame whereof, he entirely 
hys upon them : and because it might have been objected^ that 

• And I may add — Concerning the teed of the vjoman....tbe protntMed Met- 
Mial\ and the vtay oftalvation through hiin ; for, no doubt, Noah and his sons 
had heard of this ))roTni8e, and told it to their posterity ; and if they had 
handed it down safe, from age to age, the heathen world might, through- 
out all generations, have been in a salvable state ; for this promise con- 
tained \hc sum and substance of the gospel. Methuselah lived tv:o hundred 
andfiiTty years in the days of Adam. Noah lived *ix hundred, and his sons 
about a hundred yt^T& in the days of Methuselah : And Isaac was^^^ years 
old before ail Noah's sons were dead : so that this promise might easilj 
have btcn handed along down by tradition, and doubtless would have beeu 
so, had it been precious in the eyes of the children of men : And after- 
1^'ards, farther light might have been obtained from Israel, God*s peculiar 
people, by tht Gentile nations, had they really been desirous of it. 
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the heathen world had not sufficient means ofinowledge^ atid S9 

•were not wfioUy to blame and inexcusable in their nonconformity 

to the lawy he does here designedly obviate the objection^ and 

prove and declare them to be ruithout any objection from that 

quarter. The aposde evidently takes it for granted, that they 

had sufficient natural powers to capacitate them for the knowlf 

edge of God, and he proves that their outward advantages were 

sufficient ; and so he lays the whole blame of their ignorance^ 

blindness, and wickedness upon themselves ; and finally sum^ 

them up, with the rest of mankind, as having their ;»^i//A6'.vf£?^? 

ped^ and standing f;uilty befgre Ood.... Chapter iii. 19. 

The truth of the case seems, in a few words, to lie here ; — that 

if Adam had never fell, the works of creadon and providence 

had l>een the glass in which he himself,and all his posterity, would 

Jiave beheld the glory of the Lord, from age to age j whereby, 

heing naturally of a right temper^ they would have been e^ec* 

tually iniuencedto love him, live to him, delight in hinf), and 

praise him forever ; or, in St. Paul's words, To glorify God as 

God^ and be thankfitL And I suppose that dl mankind, still hav* 

mg the same natural powers, and the same out>vard advantages, 

we dierefore entirely to blame for, and wholly inexcusable in, 

sdl their ignoraiice, blindness, and wickedness ^ especially con* 

ftdering they perfecdy love to be ^'hat they are, and hate to be 

l^claimed, and stand ready to resist the li^ht when offered, ancj 

rfiut their eyes against the tmth, from whatever quarter it comes. 

The.heavenSy still as dearly as ever, do declare the ^lory of the 

Lordy and the firmament aheweth Ids handy work ; day unto day 

uttereih speech, and night unto night shetveth knowledge,.. VssArti 

aax. 1. The natural perfections of God are clearly to be seen in 

allhis works at the first glance, and his moral perfectiotis woul4 

be equally evident to an intelligent creature of a right temper at 

tfie second thought : And then his glory would immediately 

i^ine brighter than the sun, and every heart be ravished with 

his infinite beauty : But such is our alienauon from the Deity 

in this apostate world, and such the vitiated temper of our minds, 

chat while angels see the divine g^ory in all his works, (Rev. 

R 
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iv. 11.) men, sottish, brutish men, though they have eyes to 
see, see not j but are blind to the manifestations which God 
makes of himself, because they do not like to have God in their 
knowkdge. And now, 

3. As to the heathens being accepted for honestly improving 
their powers and advantages^ it is, in the^rst place^most certain, 
from St. Paul's account, that they were at the very greatest dis- 
tance from doing so. But, secondly^ if they had done so, yea, 
if they had discovered so good a temper of mind as perfectly to 
have conformed to the divine law, yet it is the very scope of all 
the aposde's reasoning, in the three first chapters of his episde 
to xheSonianSy to prove that by the deeds of the law nojleshy neith- 
er yew nor Gentile^ can be justified : And since the law is holy, 
just, and good, it is not, indeed, reasonable that any thing short 
of sinless ^tricdxoti^ from first to lasty should pass with the right- 
eous Governor of the world as a condidon of acceptance. Fu- 
tui'e obedience, let it be ever so perfect, can do nothing to make 
amends for former neglects-— as has been already proved in 
another place : But that which, of itself alone, is endrely sufficient 
to say in this matter, is, that it is expressly declared in Som. i. 
18..,.T/ie wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all tm^ 
godliness (or every breach of the first table), arid unrighteousness 
(or ever)' breach of the second table of the law), of men who 
hold the tritth in unrighteousness : which words are evidendy 
designed, by the aposUe, to represent the character and state of 
tthe heathen world ; for he spends the rest of the chapter in en- 
larging upon this head, shewing how the heathen held the truth 
i^ imrighteousness, and were exposed to the wrath of God for 
their ungodliness and unrighteousness ; and he concludes them 
all under sin^ 2aid guilty y and lost forever, unless they obtain jus- 
tification by faith in Christ^..(Scc Chapter iii. 9, 19, 20, 30 ver- 
ses,') And thus we see how all mankind have not only suffi- 
cient natural powers, but also sufiicient outward advantages to 
know God and perfecdy conform to his law, even the heathen 
themselves ; and that the very reason they do not, is their want 
of such a temperas they ought to)iave, and their voluntary, root- 
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ed enmity to God, and love to sin.* And now that they arc 
wholly to blame and entirely inexcusable, appears still in a 
clearer light. 

But before I leave this point, I must make this remark, viz. 
That if God looks upon the advantages of the heathen sufRcient, 
no wonder that he so often speaks of the advantages of his own 
professing people as being much more than barely sufEcient^ 
even althoughthey enjoy only the outward means of grace, with- 
out the inward influences of the holy spirit : for, if the natural 
advantages of the heathen are sufficient, surely the supernatii" 
ra/ advantages of those who enjoy a divine revelation^ are much 
more than sufficient : And if the advantages of those who en- 
joy only a divine revelation are much more than sufficient, no 
wonder then that those who lived in the days of Moses, Isaiah, 
and Christy are represented as very monsters cj* wickedness, for 

* 0»j. Bui it h impouiltU they Mbould icne God with all their bearU, ifthry 
have no hcpCM of/lndingfiwor in his sight / for he that cometh to God niubt 
believe that he is, and that he is a r&warder of them that dili^^eiuly seek 
him....J£ehrtw xi. 6^ 

Ans. Coming to God, in Meb, xi. 6, evidently implies not only a confor- 
mity to the law, but also a compliance with the gospel; i. e. it implies not 
only a disposition to love God with all our hearts, but also a trusting in him 
for the divine favor and eternal life upon gospel-encouragements } which 
gospel-encouragements must, therefore, be understood and believed, or it 
will, indeed, be impossible so to trust in him. But I did not say that the 
bcaibtn were under sufficient outward advantages for an evangelical return- 
ing to God, which is what is intended in Hcb. xi. 6. but only for a com- 
pliance with the law of nature, which is what is intended- in Eom,. \. 20,21. 

Ob J. But still is it not, * i the nature of things, impossible they should lore 
God, if they home no hopes of finding favor in his sight / 

Axs. Let common sense decide the ca.se ; — A servant hates his master 
(a very good man) without cause, murders his only son, steals a thousand 
pounds of his money, nms away into a far country, spends several years in 
riotous living ; at length he is caught, brought home to his master, who is a 
man in authority ; before him he has his trial, is condemned, and has no hope 
of favor. But how does this render it impossible, in the nature of things, 
that he should love his master ? Why cannot he love his master now, as 
well aa ever he could \ He has the same original grounds of love he used 
to have : He used to love his master — his master i» as worthy of his esteem 
as ever : He has no cause to esteem his master any the less, because he 
himself has been such a villain, or because he is doomed to die for his 
crimes ;— a punishment justly due. To dislike his master for these things 
would be perfectly unreasonsible : Surely, were he but of a right temi>er, 
he could not but take all the blame to himself, and justify his master, and 
esteem and love him, and be heartily sorry for all his villanies : He can be 
onder no inability* but what must arise from a bad heart. — The applica- 
tioa is easy. 
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remaining Wind, senseless, impenitetit^ and unholy, since they 
enjoyed such greats and so many superadded advantages : No 
Wonder^ therefore, tKat Moses every where represents the chil- 
dren of Israel as such a stubborn, perverse, stiff-necked, rebel- 
lious people, (particularly see Deut. ix.) and makes as if their 
blindnesd, senselessness, and impenitency were most unaccount- 
^le and inexcusable, since their eyes had seen, and their ears 
had heard such things, and their advantages had been so great. 
t)eut. xxix* 2, 3, 4e,...And Moses calkdunto all Israel, and said 
unto t/iem^ Tehaveseer^all tliatthe Lord did bifore your eyes in 
the land of Egypt, unto Pharaoh, and unto all his servants, and 
imto ait his land; (and that he might set forth the greatness of 
the things which they had seen, he adds). The great temptations 
which thine eyes have seen...the signs, and those great tniracles, 
(all which have been enough to melt the heart of a stone, and) 
tjtt (as he goes oh tb «ay), the Lord (by all these things which 
have been so much more than enough), hath not given you an 
heart to perceive, and eyes to see^and etirs to hear, unto this day : 
All these means liave not to this day attained the end, and made 
J'ou sefc, Jtad feel, and know what a God the Lord is, and bring 
you to love him, and fear him, and walk in all his waysi Mo- 
ses evidently speaks of it as a very strange thing that they should 
be blind, senseless, impenitent, and unholy, after such means 
and advantages-^as if they were most inextusable, yea, under a 
Very aggravated guilt ; whereby he pli>'; 'y takes it for granted, 
that their advantages had been much m^re than sufhcient, had it 
hot been for their want of a right temper, and their wicked ob* 
btinacy and perverseness ; And yet he meiitions nolie but out* 
tuard xntViXi^ and outward advantages, and does not give the least 
intimatiotl that they had had any im^Aet r^/assistance from the ho* 
ly spirit : he does not bring any such thing into the account, but 
wholly aggravates their sin and their great inexcusableness, 
from the consideration of their outwafd helps :-^27r have seen 
kll that the Lord did before your eyes in the Uaui of Egypt, &r. 
And no wonder he thought them so very inexcusable, since God 
looks upon the heathen world without excuse, in that while the 
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heavens declare the glory of the Lordy &c. they do not see with 
their c)'cs, and perceive with their hearts, and, from a sense of 
his glory, only thus discovered, love him, and live to him ; for, 
if their advantages are enough, surely the advantages of the Is- 
raelites were much, very much^ more than enough* 

And, upon the same hypothesis^ it is no wonder that God 
looked upon the case of the children of Israel as he did, in the 
time of Isaiah ; who, from the days of Moses even to that day, 
had, from age to agC) enjoyed such outward advantages as they 
had, and had had such outward means used with them ; and, 
in Uiat age, enjoyed so great an outward privilege as the daily 
prophesying and preaching of Isaiah, Hosea, Amos, and Mi* 
cah \ who, some, if not all, of them prophesied, it is very prpb- 
^U^ forty orf^ty years together at the same time, as we may 
kam from the first verse in their several books, which tell us 
when and how long they prophesied, compared with the account 
we have of those kings' reigns, in the books of the KingSy in 
whose reigns they prophesied ; — no wonder, I say, God speaks 
as he does in Isaiah v. 1 — T.^.My beloved hath a vineyard in a 
very fruitful hill : And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones 
thereof y end planted it with the choicest vine^ and built a tower in 
the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein : Here is rep- 
resented the natural powers, and outward advantages of God's 
peoplcb — And he looked t/iat it should bring forth grapes^ and it 
brought forth wild grapes : Aiui now^ O inhaiitants ofjcrusa* 
lent, and men ofjfudah, judge, J pray you, betwixt me and my 
vineyard. What could have been done more to my vineyard, that 
I have not done in it ? Wherefore, when /looked that it should 
bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes ? Here all the 
blame is entirely laid on themselves, and their conduct is con« 
sidered as being inexcusably, yea, unaccountably bad. — And now 
go to ; I will tell you wliat I will do to my vineyard — I will take 
away the hedge thereof, &c% Where nothing can be plainer 
than tliat die children of Israel are represented as enjoying suf- 
ficient advantages for fruitfulness — yevi, advantages much more 
than barely suiEcient ; and that their proving as they did, was 
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unspeakably vile and God-provoking, and for which they de- 
served utter ruin ; and for which, indeed, God did afterwards, 
according to his declared design, bring utter ruin upon them : 
But all those advantages were outward; nor is the inward aS" 
sistance of the holy spirit any where brought into the account, 
whenever the greatness of their^advantages is set forth, on pur- 
pose to show how aggravated their wickedness was : but this is 
constandy the charge, as in II. Chron. xxxvi. 15, 16, \7....And 
the Lord God of their fathers sent unto them by his messengers^ 
rising up betimes and sending ; but they mocked the messengers 
ofGody and despised his words , and misused his prophets^ until 
the wrath of God arose against hispeople^ till there xuas no rem^ 
edy .•. ThertforCy he brought upon them the King of the Chatdees ; 
not because they did not improve the inward assistances of the 
holy spirit, but because they did not improve their outward ad- 
vantages...«i&/ not hearken to God*s messengers : And in this 
strain their confessions ran, when God, by lus grace, had brought 
them to see what they had done ;•— as in Dan. ix. 5,6, hc..We 
have sinnedy and committed iniquity ^ and have done wickedly y and 
have rebelled^ even by departing from thypreceptSy and from thy 
judgments •• Neither have xveni^AKKZsi^T) unto thy servants, 
THE PROPHETS, which Spake inthy name. The not hearkening 
to them is mentioned as the great aggravation ; but their not im- 
proving the inward assiaitance of the spirit is not brought into 
the account....See Neh. ix. SO. 

It is evident that the children of Israel, considered as a na- 
tion, had not special grace, or the renewing, sanctifying influen- 
ces of die holy spirit, as one of their advantages, from Jer. xxxi. 
31, S2y S3....Beholdy the days comey saith the Lordy that I will 
make a new covenantwith the house of Israely and with the house 
ofjudahy not according to the covenant I made with their fatherSy 
in the day I took them by the handy to bring them out of the land 
of Egypt ; (wluchmy [national] covenant they brake y although 
Twos as an husband unto themy saith the Lord ;J But tfiis shall 
be the covenant that I will make with the /louse of Israel : After 
those daySy saith the Lordy I will put my law in their inward 
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farts^ and write it in their hearts^ and will be their God, and 
they^ shall be my people ;— vhere the renewing, sanctifying in* 
fluences of the holy spirit are mentionedas a peculiar privilege 
the Jeivish people were not entided unto as a nation, by that 
fiational covenant which God entered into with them, as such^ 
at Mount Sinsu, (£xod. xijc — DetU. v.) and which afterwards, 
at the end of forty years, was renewed at the borders of Canaan 
••••X)A//«xxix : Nor indeed were diere any inward influences 
of the holy spirit, at all, promised in that nadonal covenant, as 
a common privilege, to be by them in common enjoyed : And 
if they were not entitled to this privilege, as a nation, by their 
national covenant, then there is no evidence that they, as a na- 
tion, did enjoy it ; and, therefore, when God speaks as if he 
had done all for that nation that could be done, he plainly has 
respect only to outtvard means, which were all that they, as a 
nation, enjoyed : And, as to them, he evidendy had good ground 
so to say ; since he had done such great things for them, and 
sent such prophets among them, and been continually taking 
all pains, from age to age, to make them a holy people : even 
as we are ready to say concerning the people of a particular 
parish, where there is a learned, godly, plain, searching, power- 
ful, enlightening, faithful minister, such as Mr. Shepard was 
in his day. What more could be done for such a people, that is not 
done ? And, therefore, when Stephen charged the Jews, that 
they always resisted the Holy Ghost, as their fathers had done, 
(in Acts viL 51,) he means, that they had always resisted the 
Holy Ghost, as speaking in and by their prophets, as now they 
did the same spirit that spake in and by him— -as is plain from 
verse 53, and as is also evident from Neh» ix. 30. And besides, 
there is not the least intimation, that those Jews, to whom Ste- 
phen spoke, were under any of the inward influences of the 
holy spirit^ but they seem rather to act like creatures wholly 
left of God. And this hint may help us to undei-stand that 
phrase in Neh. ix. 20. compared with Num. xu 17 : So that, 
from tbe whole, it is evident, that the children of Israel, as a 
DatioOy were, in Isaiah's time, looked upon as enjoying advan^ 
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tages much more than sufficient for their being a holy and fruit- 
ful people, had they been of a right temper and not so wickedly 
obstinate and pen^ersc in their bad disposition ; and yet their 
advantages were only muward^ and the inward influences of the 
holy spirit are not taken into die account. 

And well might their advantages be thus esteemed, upon the 
forementioned hypothesis : Yea, if all mankind are able, in res- 
pect to their natural capaciues, to yield perfect obedience, and 
if the advantages of the very headien were sufficient, had it not 
been for the want of a right temper in them, and for their very 
bad disposition, it is no wonder that God speaks here concem- 
,ing his pecuUar people, whose outward advantages were exceeds 
ingly great, as if be had had very raised expectations of their 
being a holy people : — IMiereforCy when J looked it should bring 
forth grapes^ brought it forth wild grapes f q^ p, *< I have done 
**^ all, as to outward means, that could be done, to make you a 
** holy people— ^-enough, and more than enough j and I looked 
^ and expected that you diould have been so : and whence is \% 
^ that you are not ? How unaccountable is it ? And how grea^ 
^ is your wickedness 1 And how great your guilt !** ^For it i^ 
God*s way, in the holy scriptures, to speak to iqen after the manv 
Ber of men, who arc wont to have their expectations of fruitfuip 
ness raised, when they sow or plant in a fertile soil, well manu^ 
red and cultivated.,. .(See Mat, xxi, 33 — ^l.) Just so a master 
is wont to speak to his servant, who is strong, and able for bu?- 
siness — ^'' I looked that you should have done such a piece of 
** work, wherefore is it not dope ? You iiad time enough, and 
^ strength enough ;** and that although he knew, in all reason, 
beforehand, that his sen^ant would not do it, because of his lasy, 
unfaithful temper-^-ithe design of such speeches being to reprci- 
sent the great unreasonableness and inexcusableness of such a 
€onduct^ 

And finally, upon the same hypothesis, it is no wonder that 

Jesus Christ represents the people of Chorazin, and Bethsaida, 

and Capernaum, as enjoying advantages sufficient to have 

'* brpught even Tyre, and Sidon, and Sodom to repentance, which^ 
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in scripture account, arc some of the most wicked cities in the 
world ; and so, consequently, more than barely siifBcient to have 
brought them to repentance, who were, by profession, the people 
of God ; for they had enjoyed the m'mistry of Christ himse*^ 
and seen very many of his mighty works.*,. Alat. xi. 20 — 24. If 
the advantages of the heathen world are suf&cicnt, well might 
OhiTst, speaking after the manner of men, seem to be so confi- 
dent that Tyre, and Sidon, and Sodom would have repented, 
if they had seen his mighty works ; and well might he speak as 
if the people of Chorazin, he had enjoyed advantages more 
than barely sufRc4ent, and lay all the blame of their impcnitency 
upon them — ^yea, and look upon them as under an aggravated 
guilt, and give them so heavy a doom : And yet nothing can 
be plainer than that the advantages which they enjoyed were on? 
ly outward^ for no other are brought into the account, as aggra« 
rations of their guilt : — Woe unto thce^for if the mighty works 
ivhich were done in y(m^ &c. He does not, in the least, intimate 
as if they had any inward help from the holy spirit, but only says 
he has done mighty worlis among them ; yea, in the 25th verse, 
he plainly declai-es that they were left destitute o{ special grace. 

And thus, while, with St. Paul, we look upon the advantages 
even of the heathen world as sufficient to lead them to the true 
knowledge of God, and a perfect conformity to his law, but for 
their want of a good temper, and their voluntary avcreion to God 
and love to sin, we easily see whence it is that the external ad- 
vantages of those who enjoy the benefit of a divine revelation, 
together with other outward means of grace, are represented as 
being much more than barely sufficient— ^and consequently their 
guilt, in remaining impenitent and unholy, as being doubly ag- 
gravated* 

And before I leave this point, I must make one remark more, 
namely, that if the advantages of the heathen world were sulH- 
cient, but for their want of a good temper, tlicir voluutarj- aver- 
sion to God and love to sin, to lead them to the true knowU'dge 
of God, and a perfect conformity to his law, as has been proved, 

ihen God was not under any natural obligations to grant to any 

S 
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of ffltokifx) zny mpernaiurai advantagn^ but st31 nu^^ j^>*^ 
iiave required sinless perfectioo of all, and threatened eternal 
damnation for the least defect ;-— I say, God was under no naU 
Mral obiigatioru^ i. e* any obUgataons ari»ng from his nature and 
perfections : for he might, consistent withhis holiness, justice, 
and goodness, have left all mankind to themselves, widiout 
any supernatural advantages, since their natural advamagea 
were sufficient, and the}' were obstinate in their ignorance, blind- 
ness, and wickedness. Most certaunly God was not bound to 
have sent his Son«...hi8 8pirit..«.his word«...hi8 messengers, and 
entreat and beseech those who perfecdy hated him, and hated 
to hear from him, and were disposed to crucify his Son— resiat 
his spirit— pervert his word, and kill his messengers, to turn 
«nd love him, and serve him ; but might* even consistent with 
infinite goodness itself, hai'e let*them take their course, and go 
on in the way they were set in, and have damned them all at last. 
All that the great and glorious Governor of the world requires 
of mankind, in the law of nature, is, that they love him with all 
their hearts and souls, and live as brethren together in his world ; 
which is infinitely reasonable in itself, and which they have suf- 
ficient natural powers to do. And he has stretched abroad the 
heavens as a curtain over their heads, which declare the glory 
of the Lord ; and in the earth, and in all his works, his perfec- 
tions arc clearly to be seen— 60 that all are under sufficient ad> 
vantages for the knowledge of him ; but mankind hate God, 
and say unto the Almighty, Depart from m^for we do not desire 
the knowledge of thy ways : and hence they still remain igno- 
rant of God, averse to him, and in love with sin : And now, I 
say, it is as evident as the sun at noon day, that God might fair- 
ly have damned such creatures, without using any more mean* 
withthcm. HiKlawbeingthusupona perfect level with theirnat- 
ural powers and natural advantages, he was not obliged, as he was 
the righteous and good Governor of the world, to grant them 
any sui)ematural assistance, either outward, by an external rev- 
elation, or inward, by the internal influences of his holy spirit : 
and dierefore it is, that ihc great Ruler of the world has alwa}*! 
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acted sovereignly and arbitrarily in diese matters, bestowing 
these supernatural favors upon whom he pleases, as being obliged 
to none. Thus he has done as to the external revelation x 
Psalm cxIviL 19, 20....«£fir shcweth Ms word tmt» yacob....hi9 
statutes andhisjudgmetUs unto Israel: He hath not: dealt so with 
any natiouy and as for his judgments^ they have not known them. 
And thus he has dome as to the internal influences of his qpirit : 
Mat. xi. 25, 2,6....! thank thee^ 0^ Father^ Lord^of heaven, and 
earthy because thou hast hid these things from the wise andpru^ 
denty and hast revealed them unto babes ; even sOy Father y for so 
it seemed good in thy sight : And thus God, even to this day,, 
as to both outward and inward helps, hath mercy on whom hf 
will have mercy y and compassion on whom he will have compos^ 
sion : He effectually sends the gospel to one n^on, and not to 
another ; and where the gospel is preached, he, by his spirit, 
awakens, convinces, humbles, converts whom he pleases, and 
leaves the rest. 

And thus the objection, from the heathen's not having sufH- 
cient outvvard advantages, has been answered ; and, from the 
answer, I have taken occasion to make these (I hope) not unprof- 
itable remarks ; and may now return and repeat my former as- 
sertion, with still higher degrees ofassurance,v/z.. that mankind 
are altogether to blame for, and entirely inexcusable in, their 
non-conformity to the holy law of God, and therefore jusdy de- 
serve dai^nation — and that even the heathen, as well as others. 
Thus have I endeavored tashew what is the exact measure 
of love and obedience that God requires of the chiklren of men, 
and that all mankind liave sufficient natural powers uad outward 
advantages, and that all their blindness, ignorance, and wicked^ 
ness, are voluntary, chosen, and loved : And I have been the 
larger upon these things, in order to clear up tlie j'l^^/c^ of God 
and his law, and the grace of God in his gospel-^-both which 
hav^been sadly misrepresented by those who have not aright 
understood or well attended to these tilings. They have said 
that it b not just in God to require sinless perfection of man- 
kind, or damn any for the want of it : They have said that the 
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law 18 abated and brought down to a level with (I hardly know 
what, unless I call it) the vitiated, depraved temper of an apos- 
tate world, who both hate God and his holy law, and want an 
act of toleration and indulgence to be passed in favor of their 
corruptions, that, at heart, they may remain dead in sin, and 
yet, by a round of external duties, be secured from damnation 
at last : And so they have, like die Pharisees of old, {AlaU v.) 
destroyed the law by their abatements ; and now the law, only 
by which is the knowledge of sin, being thus laid aside, they are 
ignorant of their sinful, guilty, helpless, undone state, and so 
are insensible of their needof the sovereign grace of God, through 
Jesus Christ, to save tliem — ^and fancy they are well disposed 
enough to turn to God of iheir own accord : And having imbi- 
bed such notions of religion, they easily see that the better sort 
of heathen have, for substance, the same religion withthemftelves, 
and therefore have equal charity for them ; — not being really 
sensible of their need of gospel-grace for themselves, they have 
full charity for the heathen, who never so much as heard of it: 
But what I have said is sufficient, I think, to clear the jttstice of 
God in his law, and the grace of God in the gospel, and sweep 
away this refuge of lies, by which so many gladly quiet their con- 
sciences, and wofully deceive their own souls. However, of 
these diings we shall still have something more afterwards. 

Thus, we have gone through what was proposed....have con- 
sidered what was implied in love to God, and from what motives 
we are to love him, and what measure of love is required: and 
all that has been saivl cannot possibly be summed up in fewer 
or plainer words than diese, Thou xhaH kve the Lord thy God 
with ail thii hcxirty and rvith all thy soul.. ..with all thy mindy and 
xr.'th a^l tiiij strength : This is the^r^r and great ccnuRcndment : 
ill conformity wl;ereunto the first and great part of religion docs 
consist : And the strond^ which is like unto it, being the fouD- 
d:ii:on of the odier half of (this part of) religion, (now i|nder 
i^asldcration), is. Thou siuiit love thy neighbor as /Aif -«•//'; 
which is wlwit we are, in the next place, to pi-occed to a consid- 
riMtioa «>L 
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SECTION IV. 
or LOVE TO OUR NEIGHBOR. 

II. Thou shalt hvcthy^ neig/ibor as t/ujftelf: In which words 
wc have (1.) the duty required — Thou shalt love. (2.) The 
original, natural grouiidand reason of it intimated — Thy neigh" 
bor ; which name^ given to our fellow-men, ni2f>' lead us to con- 
sider them as being ivlutt they are in themselves, and as sustain- 
ing some kind of dwracter and relation with regard to us.-— 
(3.) I'he rule and standard by which our love to our neighbor 
16 to be regubted — As thyself. Here, tlierefore, we may con- 
sider what is implied in love to our neighor....from what motives 
we arc to love him, and by what standard our love is to be reg- 
ulated, as to its nature and measure. 

First, Let us consider wlM is implied m that love to our 
neighbor y which, by the law of God, is required of us : And, in 
general, it is prc-supposed, or implied, that we have a right tem- 
per of mind....an upright, impartial, candid, benevolent temper, 
even to perfecdon, without the least tincture of any thing to the 
contraiy ; for, without this, we shall not — we cannot view our 
neighbors in a true light, nor tliink of them.. ..nor judge of them 
••••nor feel towards them, exactly as we ought. A wrong tem- 
per..«.a selfish, partial, uncandid, censorious, carping^bitter, stin- 
g\', proud tcmj^er, will miavoida]>ly g^vc a wrong turn to all our 
thoughts of, and feeling towards, our neighbors ; — as is mani- 
fest from the nacui*c of the Uiiug, and from universal experience. 
Solomon observes, that as a man tliinketh^ so is he ; and it is as 
true, that av a man iv, so lie thinketh ; for out of the heart — the 
temper and disposition of the man, proceed his thoughts of, and 
feelings towards, both persons and things, accordii\g to our Sa- 
vior. ...jlitif. xii. 33, 34, 35. An upright, therefore impartiiJ, 
candid, benevolent tcnu^cf, to perfection, witliout the least tinc- 
ture of any thing to the contiar}-, is prc-supposcd and implied, 
in the love requircil^ as being;, in the nature of tilings, absolutely 
necessary thereto. We must iuvc a right temper, and, under 
die influence thereof, be perfectly in a d':ti;>o:Uion to view our 
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neighbors in a rig^ ligh^ and think and judge of them, and be 
affected tovrards them as we ought ; i. e. To love them as our' 
aehes. Particulariy, 

1. lliere is a certain esteem and value for our fellow-men, 
which, upon sundry accounts, is their due, that is implied in 
this love. There are valuable things in mankind : some have 
one thing, and some another-— some have gifts, and some have 
grace-— some have five talents, and some two, and some one** 
some are worthy of a greater esteem,, and some less, consider- 
ed merely as they are in themselves : and then some are, by 
God, set in a higher station, and some in a lower, sustaining 
various characters, and standing in various relations ; as ma- 
gistrates and subjects, ministers and people, parents and chil- 
dren, masters and servants, &c« And there is a certain esteem 
and respect due to every one in his station. Now, with a dis- 
interested impartiality, and with a perfect candor, and a hearty 
good-will, ought we to view the various excellencies' of our 
neighbors, and consider their various stations, characters, and 
relations ;• and, in our hearts, we ought to give every one his due 
honor, and his proper place, being perfectly content,ibr our 
parts, to be and to act in our own sphere, where God has pla- 
ced us ; and, by our fellow-mortals^ to be considered as being 
just what w^e are : and indeed, this, for substance, is the duty 
of every one in the whole system of intelligent creatures. As 
for God most high, tlie throne is his proper place, and all his 
intelligent creatures have their proper places, both with respect 
to God, and with resjiect to one another — which places they 
are bound to take, and to acquiesce in with all their hearts. Wc 
have an instance of this temper, to a good degree, in David : He 
was sensible that Saul was the Lord^s anointed^ and that it be- 
came him to render honor to whom honor is due, and fear to 
whom fear, and his heart was tender : hence David* a Iieart smote 
hlm^ beamse he had cut offSauPit sklrt.,..l. Sam. xxiv. 5. This 
temper will naturally dispose us to feel and conduct r/^^/i^ towards 
our superiors, inferiors, and equals ; and so lay a solid foundation 
for the (performance of all relative duties. The contrary toall this 



DirriNGUISHED mOM ALL COUNT nRFElTS. ISZ 

is a proud and conceited temper, attended with a disposition to 
despise superiors, scorn equals, and trample upon inferiors ; 
a temper in which men over-value themselves, their friends and 
pany,aud under-value and despiseallothers. Such do not consid- 
er persons and things as being what theyare,and think,and judge, 
and be affected, and act accordingly : Nor do they consider, or 
regard the diiferent stations in which men are set by God, or 
the characters they sustain by divine appointment. They are 
not governed by the reason of things, and the sense of what is 
right and fit ; but by dieir own corruptions. This was the case 
with Korah and his company, when they rose up against Mo- 
aes and Aaron, and said, Te take too much tipoh you, seeing att 
4he congregation are holy, every one of tliem, and the Lord is 
among f/ifm....Num, xvi. 3. Pride makes superiors scornful 
in their temper, and t}Tannical in their government ; and pride 
makes inferiors envious in their temper, and ungovernable in 
thcip4K^es ; and it makes equals jealous, unfriendly, content 
tious : In a word, it lays a foundation for the neglect of allreU 
-Sitxvt duties, and for a general discord and confusion among 
mankind. 

2. We ought not only to consider, esteem, and respect our 
fellow-men, as being what they are, and, with a perfect im- 
partiality, give them their due, in our very hearts, according 
io what they are, and to the stations they stand in, being perfect* 
iy content, for our own parts, with the place which God has al- 
lotted to us in the system, and to be and act in our own proper 
sphere, and willing to be considered by others as beingjust what 
we are ; but it is farther implied in the love required, that w*e 
bt perfectly benevolent towards them ; i. e. that we consider 
their happiness, as to body and soul— as to time and eternity, 
as bebg what it resdly is, and arc (according to the meas- 
ure of our natural capacities) thoroughly sensible of its 
value and worth, and are disposed to be affected, and act accord- 
ing!)*, i. e. to be tender of it...value and promote it, as being 
what it is — to long, and labor, and pray for it — and to rejoice 
» their prosperity, and be grieved for their adversit}- ; and all 
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from a cordial love, and genuine good-^vill ; — the contrary to 
which is a selfish spirit^ whereby we are inclined only to value, 
and 8eek,and rejoice inourown weli*are,and not care forour ncigh- 
tsor^s, any further than we are influenced by self-love and self- 
interest — ^which selfish spirit also lays a foundation for envy at 
our neighbor's prosperity, and iiard'heartedness in the time of 
his adversity, and inclines us to hurt his interest, to proftiote 
our own. To love our neiglil;or as ourselves, makes it natural 
to do as we would be done by ; but a selfish spirit makes it im^ 
natural. Malevolence^ malice^ and spUe^ make it even natural 
to delight in our neighbor's misenj : And hence it is, that rr- 
venge is so sweet, and backbiting and detraction so agreeable in 
this fallen, sinful world. 

3. I may add, that, so far as our fellow-men are pn>per ob- 
jects oi delight and complacency^ so far ought we to take delight 
undcomplacenaj in them : And hence it is that the godly man 
feels such a peculiar love to the children of God, for that image 
of God which he sees in them. The saints are, in his accoimt, 
the excellent of the earthy in whom is all his deUght....P^. xvi. 3. 
The godly man Is of Christ's temper, who said, Whosoever shall 
do thewiU of my Fatlier which is in heaven^ the same is my broths 
rr, and sister^and mother..,.Mai. xii. 50. Butwicked menare 
of another r^/f/ and the things... .the tempers and dispositions 
in their neighbors, which to them appear excellent, and upon the 
account of which they delight in them, are odious in God's sight. 
Ltike xvi. 15,...For that which is highly esteemed amongst mcn^ 
is abomination in t/te sight of God ; for it is tlietemper of wick- 
ed men not only to do wickedly themselves, but also to have.plea- 
Bure in others that do so ioo,. ,*Rom, i. 32. Those who are 
vain, or unclean, or intemperate, suit each other, and take de- 
light in one another's company ; while, at the sam<* time, they 
distaste and disrelish those things among mankind which are 
truly most v/orthy of our del ight. In a word, we ought so to es- 
tcem otliers as to t)e heartily disposed to treat them with all that 
rrspcct which is their due i and to have such a tender regard 
for their welfare as to be perftx:tly disjK>sed, in evciy instance. 
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•ndfin every respect, to do as we would be done by ; and to take 
notice of all &etr good properties with that entire friendliness 
and perfect candor, as may dispose us to take all tliat delight 
and complacency in them which is fit : In order unto all which, 
k is requisite that we be perfecdy free from any tincture of pride, 
selfishness, Sec and have our hearts full of humility, benevo* 
knee, candor, and goodness. And now, 

Secovdlt. The motives by which we are to be injluenced^ 
thu^ to love our neighbors as ourselves, are such as these :— 
1* It is right and^t in itself: As the aposde, exhorting children 
to obey their parents in the Lord, uses this modve, For this is 
right...JS,flu vi« 1. The reason of God's requiring of us 
to love our neighbors as ourselves, is because it is, in its 
own nature, right that we should ; and this ought, therefore, to 
move and influence us to do so. There is the same general 
reason why I should love my neighbor, as why I should love 
myselC Lovely tlungs are as worthy of being loved in him as 
in me ; and, therefore, by me^ught, inall reason, to be loved 
as much. There is the same reason why my neighbor should 
be esteemed as being what he is, and according to the stadon 
he stands in« as that I should. To esteem myself above my 
neighbor, merely because I am ntyself^ without any other reason, 
is unfit and wrong, at fir^t sight ; So to admire my children.... 
my frienda....my party, as if diere were none such, merely be- 
cause they are nune^ is unreasonable and absurd. My very 
worst enemy ought, by me, to be considered and esteemed as 
being what he is, with an impardality perfecdy disinterested, as 
well as my very best friend. Good properties are not at all the 
better, merely for belonging to me, or to my friends ; or the 
wcMse, for belonpng to my neighbor, or my enemy : But it is 
right I should view things as diey are, and be affected towards 
diem accordingly ; indeed, I ought to be so far from a disposi* 
tion to esteem myself above others, and to be prejudiced in my 
own &vor, (since I am capable of a much more full and ind- 
mate acquaintance with my own sins and follies, than with the 

\ and follies of others), that I ought rather to be habitually 

T 
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disposed to prefer others in honor aboVeinyself....i?om. xii. 10. 
'^PML ii. 3. And so, as to my neighbor's welfare and hap- 
piness, there is the same ^vn^o/ reason why it should be dear 
to me, as that my own should : His welfare is worth as much^ 
in itself, as mine ; it is as worthy, therefore, to be valued, es* 
teemed, sought after, and rejoiced in, as mine : . It is true, my 
welfare is more immediately put under my care by God Al- 
mighty, and so it is fit it should, by me, be more especially ta- 
ken care of ; — not that it is of greater worth for being mine, tot 
it is not ; but only because it is more immediately put under my 
care by God Almighty : The same may be said of the welfare 
of my family, &c. ; but still my neighbor's welfare is, in itself^ 
as precious and dear as mine, and he is my neighbor....he it 
flesh and blood as well as I, and wants to behappy as well as I, 
and is my brother by Adam ; we are aUlsut one great family-— 
the offspring of the same common parents ; we should, there- 
fore, all i>e affected as brethren towards one anothen...love as 
brethren, andseekeadi other's welfiEu^ most tenderly and affec- 
tionately, as being sensible- how dear and precious the welfare of 
each other is ; — ^this is perfectly right : And so we should bear 
one another's burthens....moum with them that mourn, and re- 
joice with them that rejoice, as being tender-hearted, t:ordiat 
friends to every body ; and-this from a real sight and sense that 
such a temper and conduct is perfectly right and fit, in the na« 
lure of things : And whereas there may be several things in my 
neighbor truly agreeable, it is evidendy right I should delight 
in those good properties according to their real worth ;-^it as a 
duty I oweto my neighbor, the possessor, smd to Gody'riie^giver 
of those good gifts. 

2. But that I should thus love my neighbor as myself, is not 
only, in its own nature, right, but is 2iso enjoined upon me by the 
knv and authority ofGod^ the wpreme Goverjwr of the world: 
So that, from love to God, and from a sense of his right to me^ 
and authority over me, I ought, out of obedience to him, to love 
my neighbor as myself, and alwup, and in all respects, to do 
as I would be done by: and not to 4o so, is not only to injure 



DI8TINGUI8H£D FROM ALL COUNTERIEITS. 137 

my neighbor, but to rebel against God, my King and Govern- 
or — and so becomes an infinite evil : Hftnce^jt is charged upon 
David, that, by tus conduct respecting Uriah, he had despised 
the Lord, 9nd despised the commandment of the Lord; and this is 
mentioned as die ^rra^m/ofhissin....II. Sam. xii. 9, 10: For 
he had not merely murdered one of his fellow-worms, but ris- 
en up in rebellion against the most high God ; and practically 
said, ^^ I care not for God, nor his authority....! love my lust, 
and will gratify it for all him ;'* And therefore, when David 
was brought to true repentance, the native language of his soul^ 
to God, w9s-^Against thee^ thee only have I sinned... J?sdl. li. 
4w It is rebellion^ therefore... at is despising the Lord....it is an 
infinite evil^not to Love our neighbors as ourselves. 

3. We have not only the authority, but also tfie example of 
Godj to influence us to this great duty of love and benevolence^ — 
God is love : He has an infinite propensity to do good, and that 
in cases where there is no motive from without to excite him ; 
yea, where there is every thing to the contrary : He loves to 
make his sun to rise, and his rain to fall, upon the evil and un- 
thankful : He loves to fill the hearts of all with food and glad* 
iie8s,andto strew innumerable blessings round a guilty, God- 
liating world ; yea, out of his great goodness, he has given his 
only Son to die for sinners, and offers grace and glory, and all 
good things, through him— being ready to pardon, and receive 
to favor, any poor, guilty wretch, that will repent, and return to 
him, through Jesus Christ : And now for us, after all thisi^ not 
to love our fellow-men — ^yea, not to love our very worst ene- 
mies, is very vile. Since God has so laved tis, we ought surely to 
love one another....!. John iv. 1 1 : Since he has treated us, his 
enemies, so kindly, we ought now, as dear children^ to imitate 
him, and hve our enemicSy and bless them that curse us^ and d§ 
good to them that hate «*, and pray for them which dcspitefuily 
use usj and persecute us....Mat. v. 4i,45. The infinite beauty 
in the goodness of the divine nature lays us under infinite ob- 
ligations to imitate it, in die temper of our minds, and in our 
daily conduct : And it is ingratitude....it is a shame....it is 
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abominable wickedness, not to love our worst enenues, and for- 
give the greatest injuries. Since the greatGovemor of the world 
has treated us worms and rebels as he has, one would think that, 
after all thb, we should never be able to &id a heart to hate or 
injure any mortal : Surely, we are under very strong obligations 
to accept that divine exhortadon in Eph. iv. 31, S2..,.Ltt aUbiU 
ternesSf and wrathj and anger, and clamor j and evil speaking be 
put away from among you, with all malice : and be ye kind one 
•to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God^ 
jfor Chris fs sake, hath forgiven you : And (Chap. 5. verse 1.) 
Be yefoUoxvers of God as dear children* Besides, there are ma- 
ny additional obligations to love and benevolence, and to peculiar 
respect and kindness between husband and vn/e, parents and 
children, friend a^ friend, &c. arising from their mutual reb- 
tions, and dependancies, and from special kindnesses afaready 
received or hoped for. And now, 

Thirdlt, As to the standard'^ which our ho^ is to be reg^ 
vlated, viz. Thou shaltlove thy neighbor as thyself In order 
righdy to understand it, we must — 1 • Place ourselves, sensibly, 
as in the presence of the infinitely great and glorious God, before 
whom all the nations of the earth are nothing and less than nodi- 
ing, and vanity, and, in the light of God's greatness and glory, 
we must take a view of our own litdeness and deformity, and 
so learn how we ought to be affected towards ourselves, compa- 
red with God ; and as we ought to love ourselves, so ought 
we to love our neighbor : And now, in general,wt ought to be 
disposed towards God, as being what he is, and towards our- 
selves -and neighbors, as being what we and they are. Parties 
ularly, God's honor in the world ought to appear infinitely more 
valuable and precious than our own, and therefore our own 
ought to seem as a thing of no worth, compared with his, and, 
as such, to be freely parted with when God's honor calls for it ; 
and as free should we be to see the reputation of our dearest 
friends given up for God's sake. The same may be said of 
our worldly interest and of all our worldly comforts, when com- 
pared with God^s interest and the interest of his Son's kingdom 
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m the worid, and of die woridly interests and comforts of our 
dearest friends : AU, both ours and theirs, is comparatively 
nothing, and ought to appear so to us ; yea, our lives and their 
lives are just the same things— comparatively of i^ worth, and 
to be parted ¥rith in a moment, without the least reluctance, when 
God's honor or interest caUs therefor. 2. In order to a right ui^ 
derstanding of this standard, we must also observe, that our love 
toourselves is habitual jiirifeigned, fervent yoctive^ 9odpermanent: 
6o also must be ourlove to our neighbors. 3. A regular selfJove 
respects all our interests, but especially our dr^/rituo/ and eternal 
interest : so ought our love to our neighbors. 4. A regular self- 
love naturally prompts us to be concerned for our welfare ten^ 
derhf... .to seek it diligently and /»rM<3fen/^,...to rejoice in it hear^* 
tihf^ and to be grieved for our calamities sincerely : so ought 
our love to our neig^ibors to prompt us to feel and conduct with 
regard to their wel&re« 5. Self-love makes us take an un^ 
feigned pleasure in promoting our own welfare : We do not think 
it hard to do so much for ourselves ; — the pleasure we take in 

promotmg our welfare rewards our pains The same genuine 

kind of love ought we to have to our neighbor ; and so to re- 
member the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more 
blessed to give than to receive. 6* We ought never to speak of 
our neighbor's sins, or weaknesses, or any way expose him to 
shame and contempt in the world, in any case whatsoever, ex- 
cept such wherein it would be our duty to be willing ourselvea 
to be so exposed by him, were we in his circumstances, and he 
in ours : And then we are to do it with that sensible tenderness 
for him that we could reasonably desire from him, towards us, 
in a like case. 

Thus, then, we have briefly considered the second great com- 
mand of the law, and see what that meaneth — Thou shalt love 
tliy neighbor as thyself. To love God with all our heart, lays 
a foundation, and prepares the way for us to love our neighbor^ 
as ourselves. It removes and takes away those things which 
are contrary to this love ; such as pride, selfishness, worldliness, 
a narrow, stingy, envious, revengeful temper. True love to 
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God mortifies and kills these things at the root. And, second^ 
ly — ^Tnie love to God assimilates us to the divine nature, and 
makes us like God in the temper of our minds. But God is 
love : and the more we are like God, the more are our hearts, 
therefore, framed to love and benevolence. He that dwelieth 
in hve^ dweUeth in God^ and God in him. Love to God sweet- 
ens the soul, and enlarges our hearts to love our fellow«men« 
And thirdly — ^The more we love God, the more sacred is his 
authority with us, and the more glorious, amiable, and anima- 
ting does his example appear, and the greater sense have we 
of our obligations to gratitude to him ; all which tend jointly 
to influence us to all love and goodness towards our neighbors : 
So that, he that knows God, and loves him, will be full of love 
to mankind ; and, therefore, hethathveth not^ inowcth not God 
•••.I: John iv. 8. On the other hand, where there is no true 
love to God, there is no true love to mankind ; but the heart is 
under the government of pride, selfishness, and odier corrup- 
tions, which are contrary to love : So that a genuine love to man- 
kind is peculiar to the godly ....I. jfohn iv. 7. 8. 

And novir, from what has been said, we may evidendy see, 
these following sorts of love to our neighbor, are, neither of 
them, the love required, however nearly they may sometimes 
seem to resemble it. 

!• What is commonly called natural compassion^ is not the 
love here required ; for the most wicked, profane man may be 
of a very compassionate temper : so may the proud, the self- 
ish, the envious, the malicious, and spiteful man — as experience 
plainly shows. And besides, natural compassion docs not 
take its rise from any sense of the rectitude and fitness of tlungs, 
or any regard to the divine authority, but merely from the an- 
imal constitution : And men seem to be properly passive in it. 
It IS much the same thing in the human, as in the brutal nature: 
It is, therefore, a different thing from the love here required. 

2. The same may be said of what is called good-nature : It 
arises merely from animal constitution, and is not the love here 
required ; for such a man is not influenced in his love by the 
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reaton and nature of dungs, or the authority of the great Gov- 
ernor of the worid, 4r &om a consideration of the infinite good* 
neas of the divine nature, any niore than the beasts are, who air 
some of them much better tempered than others : "So that this 
sort of love has nodiing of the nature of religion in it : And it 
is evident diatmany wicked and ungodly men have much of 
this natural good-temper, who yet have no regard to God or du- 
ty : Yea, a secret grudge agsunst a neighbor, reigning in the 
heart, may be, in the good-natured man, consistent with \iv&good» 
nature^ but it is not consistent with the love here required ; and 
therefore they are evidently tivo things. 

a. That love which is commonly called natural affectiox^ is 
not the love here required. It is true l^o^man is worse than 
the beasts Who is without natural affecuon, fcnr they evidendy 
are not ; but every man is not a saint, because he hasnatural a& 
fection : And it is true we owe a peculiar love, according \» 
God's law, to our relatives ; but natural affection is not this love : 
for there are many ungodly wretches, who care neither for God 
nor his law, who have as much natural affection as any in the 
world ; yea, it *i8 a common thing for ungodly parents to make 
very Idols of iheir children ^— -for them, they go, and run, and 
work, and toil, by night and day, to the utter neglect of God and 
thetr own souls : and surely this cannot be the very leve which 
God requires : And besides, as natural affection naturally 
prompts parents to love their children more than God, and be 
snore concerned for their welfare than for lusglory, so it is com- 
monly a bar in the way of their loving others as they ought >- ^ 
Theyliavenothing to give to the poor and needy — to the wid- 
ow and the fatherless ; they must lay up all for their children t 
yea, many times they rake and scrape, cheat and defraud, and, 
like mere earth-worms, bury themselves ia the world ; and all 
ihis for the sadce of their children : And yet all this love to their 
chiklren does notprompt them to take care of their souls. They 
never teach their children to pray, nor instruct them to seek af# 
ter God : They love their bodies, but care little for their souls i 
Their loye to the one is beyond all bounds but, to the other, 
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is little or noting : It is an irrational fondness, and not the love 
reqiured. Indeed, if parents loved their children as they ought 
to do, their love would effectually influence them to take care of 
their souls, and do all their duty to them— -which natural (tffec^ 
Hon evidendy dpes not ; and therefore it is not that love with 
which God, in his law, i^equires parents to love their children : 
Nor, indeed, does there seem to be any more of the nature of 
true virtue or real reUgion in the nahifxd affection of men, than 
there is in the natural affection of beasts — both resulting merely 
firom animal nature and a natural self-love, without any regard 
to the reason and nature of things. 

4. Nor is that the love here required, which arises merely 
firom a party^pirit ; because such a one is pf their party, and 
on their side, and loves those whom diey love, and will plead, 
stand up, and contend for them, and muntsun their cause : For 
such a love is pregnant with hatred and ill-will to eveiy body 
else ; and nodiing will humor and gratify it more than to see 
the opposite party hated, reviled, and blackened : And besides, 
such a love is nothing but self-love in another shape. Te Have 
heard that it hath been satd^ Thou shalt love thy neighbor^ and 
hate thine enemy : But I say unto you, love your enemies.^... 
Mat. V. 43, 44. 

5. Nor is that the love here required, which arises merely 
from others* love to me: As if a rich man is kind and bountifiil 
to poor people all around him, and appears to love and pity 
them, they, though almost ever so wicked, will feel a sort of 
love to him : But if this rich man happens to be a civil magis* 
trate, and is called to sit as a judge in their case, and passes 
judgment against them for their crimes, now their love dies, 
and enmity, and hatred, and revenge begin to ferment in their 
hearts. In this case, it is not the man they love, but rather his 
kindnesses : And their seeming love, is nothing but a certain 
operation of self-love. And indeed, however full of love per- 
sons may seem to be to their neighbors, if all arises merely from 
self-love^ or is for self-end^^ nothing is genuine : and that whedi- 
er things worldly, or things religious, occasion their love. A 



DISTIKGITIIBED tEOM ALL C0UNTERTEIT8. 143 

poor man will love aod honor those who are rich, if he hopes 
to get any thing by it. A rich ipan may be kind to the iK>or, 
with an eye to lus credit. An awakened sinner will love an 
liwakening preacher, in hopes he shall be converted by his min- 
istry. A minister may seem to show a world of love to the 
Aouls of sinners, and all with an eye to applause. Hypocrites 
will love a godty minuter, so long as bethinks well of them, 
and happens not to detect their hypocrisy in his public preach- 
ing. Even the Galatians were very full of love to Paul for a 
^v'hile, so long as they thought he loved them, and had been the 
instrument of their conversion ; yet, afterwards, they lost their 
love, and turned his enemies, for his telling them the truth** 
awhile others, who loved him truly for what he was, were more 
and more knit unto him for those very doctrines for which the 
Calatiam hated him., ffye love them which love you^ what re^ 
ward have ye f I)o not the publicans the same f^.JtAvX. v. 46. 
There is no virtue nor religion in sudi a kind of bve, and it is 
^evidendy not the thing required l^ the divine law;. And iur 
deed it b a thing as difficult, and as contrary to corrupt nature, 
•for us genuinely to love our neighbors as ourselves, as it is to 
love God with all our hearts ; and there is as litde true love kftc 
tween man and man, as thene is between men and God. It is 
for our interest to love God, and it is for our interest to love 
.our neighbors, and therefore men make as i/* they did so, when, 
really, there is nothing genuine and true : And, at the day of 
judgment, when a wicked world comes to God's bar, and their 
f»st conduct is all brought to light, nothing will be more man- 
ifest than that there never was a spark of true love to God or 
man in their hearts, but that, from first to last, they were acted 
«nd governed either by their animal constitution, or else merely 
Jby self-love. 

6. I may add, nor |s that the love required, when men love 
«dur9 merely because they are as bad^ and so just like themselves: 
^—Nature and self-love will prompt the worst of men to do so. 
The vain and profligate love such as are as bad as themselves : 
And, from the same principle, erroneous persons have a pecu- 
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liar regard for one another : And the enthusiast and blazing hy^ 
pocrite may, from the same principle, seem to be full of love 
to their own sort, though full of malice agsunstall others : And 
they may think that it is t^ image of G^whicYi diey love in 
their brethren, when, indeed, it is only the image of themselves* 
Persons of a fcx/tosfr may gready delight ipi those things in odi- 
ers, which are very odious in the sight of God : But surely this 
cannot be the love required ; and yet, by this very thing, many 
m hypocrite thinks himself a true sainu 

Thus we see what it is to love God with all our hearts, and 
our neighbors as ourselves, and see these two distinguished from 
their counterfeits : And so we have gone diroug^ the two great 
commands of the law, in a conformity to which the very essence 
of religion does much consist. 

Aiid now it is added by our $avior. Upon these two hang all 
the law and the prophets. The law and the prophets, i. e. the 
inspired writings of the Old Testament consider these two max- 
ir- >, that we mustkroe Godivith all our hearts j and.our neighbon 
oo ourselves^ as first and fmndation-principles : and all the va> 
rious duties which they urge, respecting God and our fellow- 
men, are but so many inferences and deductions from them. 

God must be loved with all the heart : and therefore we must 
make him our God and none else, according to the first com^ 
mand — ^worship, him according to his appointed institutions^ 
agreeably to the second command — ^with becoming reverence 
and devotion, according to the third^^n^ that in all such 
set times as he hath appointed in his word, according to the 
fourth* 

Our neighbor must be loved as ourselves : and therefore we 
must render honor to whom honor is due, according to the 
ffth command ; and be tender of our neighbor's life, chastity, 
estate^and good name, according to the sKcth^ seventh^ eighth^ 
and ninth commands ; and rejoice in his welfare and prosperity, 
according to the tenth : and, in all things, treat him as we could 
reasonably desire him to treat us, according to that golden n^e 
of Jesus Christ, in Matthew \iu 12. 
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And as all the duties we owe to God and man, are thus, in 
the theory y but so many dcductionsy necessaiUy flowing from 
these two maxims^ ar^rst principles^ so, when the law of God 
is written in the heart of a sinner by divine grace, and put in his. 
inward parts, there will, from these two principles, naturally 
flow all duties to God and his neighbor, in his daily practice ; 
f, e. from a disposition to love God supremely, live to him ulti« 
mately, and delight in him superlatively, he will mtturally be 
inclined and enabled sincerely to do all his will— to make him 
his God, according to the first command — to worship him zq^ 
cording to his own appointments, with becoming reverence, and 
at all suitable times, according to the rest. It wiU be his nature 
to do all this — his meat and his drink, and solus greatest delights 
And so, also, from a genuine disposition to love his neighbor 
as himselfy he will be naturaUy inclined and enabled, in all things,. 
and at all times, sincerely to do as he would be done by^ Is 
will be his nature to do so — his meat and his drink, and so his 
greatest delight«..«jHf 6. viii. KU^jfohnxv. 14— L yohn ii. 3, 4. 
-^•^Psabn xix, 10« 

So that, as it is in theory^ so also it is in practice ; these two. 
are like the ^r^^that virtually contains the whole plant, or lik» 
the root from which the whc^ tree grows, with all its branches 
and fruit« And in proportion as a man. loves God and his 
neighbor with a genuine love, in the same proportion will his- 
inclination and ability^ thence arising, be, to do all these duties i 
and consequendy, when his love to Qod and his neighbor ar- 
rives to perfection^ he will be perfectly inclined and enabled to 
be Infect in holiness and righteousness, and will actually^ in all 
thingiy perfectly confom^ to both tables of the law. And it is 
equally evident, thut,^^ until a man has a genuine love to Ciod and 
his neighbor in Ms heajrt,. he will have neither inclination noE 
ability (in a moral and spiritual sense) to pcrfomxone aftof tnie 
obedience : for as d/ tKU< obedience^ according to tlie law and 
prophets, is to flow from tl>ese two principles, so, consequent- 
ly, accordbg to the law and psopliets, that is not true obcdicnccy 
^YivAi does not: And, therefore, when all a man^s religion is 
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merely from selfJovei and for self-ends, he cannot, be said, 
atricdy speaking, to do any duty to Crod or his neighbor, or 
obey one command; for he only serves himself^ and that from a 
supreme love to lumself^ which the law and the prophets do not 
require, hatstrictly forbid^ in that they enjoin die {Bred contrary. 

So that now, in a few words, we may here see wherein true 
religion does consist^ as it stands distinguished fit>m all iht false 
religion in the woridi The godly man^ from seeing God to 
be just such a one as he is, and from a real sense of his in&ute 
glory and amiaUeness in being such, is thereby influenced to 
love him supremely, live to him ultimately, and delight in him 
superlatively : from which inwardframe of hearty he freely runs 
die way of God's commailds, and is in his element when doing 
God's wiUi He eats, he drinks, he works, he prays, and does 
all thbgs, with a single eye to God, whd has placed him in 
this his world, allotted to him his peculiar station, and pointed 
out before him all the business of lifeft..<always looking to him 
for all things, and always giving thanks unto his name, for all 
his unspeakable goodness to a wretch so infinitely unworthy* 
And, with a spirit of disinterested impartiality, and genuine 
benevolence, he views his fel]ow-men...igives them their places 
••••takes his own, and loves them as himself : Their welfare is 
dear to him ; he is grieved at their miseries, and rqoices at 
their mercies, and dalights to do all the good he can, to every 
one, in the place and station which God has set him in. And 
he finds that this new and divine temper is inwrought in 
his very nature ; so that, instead of a forced reiipon, or a 
religion merely by fits, his very heart is habitually bent and in- 
elined to such views and apprehensions-^-to such an inward 
temper, and to such an outward conduct. 

This, this is the religion of the Bible — the religion which the 
ia>ilr and the prophets, and which Christ and his aposdes too, ail 
join to teach— ithe religion which Christ came into the world 
to recover men unto, and to which the spirit of God does actu- 
ally recover every believer, in a greater or lesser degree. Thus, 
tiiose xvho are dead in sin^ are juiciened.i..Rphi ii. l^^Have 
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A^knv written in their heart9....}i,th. viii. 10— -^r made new 
§reatures^ all old thinga being done (nuay^ and all things become 
neu)....lh Cor. v. 17 — And are efiectually taught to deny all 
ungodliness and worldly kista^ and to live soberly ^ righteously^ 
and godly in this present vjorkL^.TiU ii« 12 — And so serve God 
without fear J in holiness and righteousness^ all the days oftlieir 
ifvf«....Luke i. 74, 75^ 

And Ms is specifically different from every sort of false re- 
ligion in the worid : For all kinds of false religion, however dif- 
ferent in other dungs, yet all agree in this, to result merely from 
m principle of self-love, whereby fallen men, being ignorant of 
God, are inclined to love themselves supremely, and do all 
things for themselves ultimately. All the idolatrous religion of 
the heathen world, in which some took much pain^, had its rise 
from this principle. They had some notion of a future state— 
of a heaven and a hell, as well as of temporal rewards and pun- 
ishments, and so were moved by hope and fear, from a princi- 
ple of self-love, to do somettung to pacify the anger of the gods, 
and recommend themselves to the favor of their deities : And 
all the superstitions of the seemingly devout papist««..his/^^r- 
nosters^ his ave»mariaSj his penances and pilgrimages ^ and end- 
less toils, still arise from the same principle i So does all the 
religion of formalists, and legal hypocrites, in the reformed na- 
tions : It is a slavish fear of hell, and mercenary hope of heav- 
en, which, from a principle of self-love, sets all a going ; yea, 
the evangelical hypocrite, who mightily talks of supernatural, 
divine light— >of the spirit^s operations — of conversion, and a 
new nature, stiU, after all, has no higher principle in him than 
self-love^ His conscience has been greatly enlightened, and 
his heart terrified^ and his corruptions stunned i and he has, by 
the delusions of Satan, obtained a strong confidence of the love 
of God, and pardon of his sins ; so that, instead of being influ- 
enced chiefly by the fear of hell, as the legal hypocrite is, he is 
ravished with heaven ; but still, all is from self-love, and for 
self-ends : and, properly and scripturally speaking, he neither 
knows God, nor cares at all for him« And this is the very case 
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with every gracekss man living, of whatever denomination ; 
whether a Heathen, or Jew, or Christian— whedier Papist, or 
Protestant— whether Church-man, Presbyterian, Congrega- 
tionaUst, or Separadst— whether a Pelagisba, Arminiaiiy Cah^in- 
ist, Antsnomian, Baptist, or Quaker, And tins is the case 
withevery^race/cis«manliving, w^^^^r his attainments may 
otherwise be; — ^though he hath all knowledge to understand all 
mysteries, andean speak with the tongues of men and angels, 
and has faith to remove mountains, and seal enough to give all 
his goods to feed the poor, and his body to be burned ; ^-et he 
has no clarify— 4>e is perfecdy destitute of this genuine love to 
God and his neighbor, and has no higher principle in his heart, 
from which all his relipon proceeds, but a supreme love to 
himself, Fjor, ever since our first parents aspired to be as gods, 
it has been the nature of all mankind to love themselves supreme- 
ly, and to be blind to the infinite beaut}*^ of the divine nature ; 
and it remains so to be with all, until renewed by divine grace : 
So that self-love is the highest principle firom which unregene- 
rate men do ever act, or can act. 

Here, therefore, we have tru^religion....a religion specifi- 
cally different from all other sorts of religion in the worid, stand- 
ing in a clear view : yea, and we may be absolutely certain 
that this is the very thing which has been described : For this 
conformity to the moral law is, throughout all the Bible, by 
Moses and the prophets«...by Christ and his apostles, repre- 
sented to be the very thing in which the essence of religion ori- 
ginally consists. " Blessed be the name of the Lord forever, 
^^ who has given im so clear a revelation of his will, and so sure 
'' and certain a guide as his word," Come here» all you poor, 
exercised, broken-hearted saints, that live in this dark, benight- 
ed world, where many nm to and fro, and where there are a 
thousand different opinions, and ever)" one confident that he is 
right J — come here to the law and to the testimony ; — come 
here to Christ himself, and learn what the truth is, and be set- 
tled — be confirmed, and be established forever ; and remember, 
and practise upon those words of Jesus Christ, Irv John vii, 17 



if 
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...,^amf man will do his willy he shall hiorv of the doctrine^ 
whether it be of God. O, read the Bible— live lives of prayer 
and communion vrith God ; yea, die to yourselves, the world 
and sin, and return home to God through Jesus Christ— -^nd 
lo\'e him, and live to him, and delight in him more and more— 
and be more and more disinterested and impartia]...sincere and 
fervent, b your love to )'our neighbors— do all the good, to ev^ 
cry one, that you can ; in a word, be the servants of God, and 
grow up into his image, and your certsunty of divine truths will 
proportionahly strengthen and increase : For the more your 
understandings are free from diat darkness and prejudice that 
sin has introduced, the clearer will you view divine truths, and 
the greater sense will you have of their inherent divine glory ; 
and so your belief of their divinity will be the more unshaken. 
Having thus gone through with what was proposed, a general 
improvement of the whole is all that now remains : And, indeed^ 
much use may be made of these great truths, which have been 
thus expUuned and proved, for our instruction in some of the 
most controverted points in religion, and to clear vp the believ- 
er's gracious state, and also to promote our humiliation^ and 
thankfiibiess^ and universal obedience, 

SECTION V. 

RIGHT APPREHENSIONS OF THE LAW USEFUL TO CLEAR UP 

SOME OF THE MOST CONTROVERTED POINTS IN RELIGION. 

Use !• Of instruction. We have seen what the law of God 
requires, and the infinite obligations we are under perfectly to 
tonform to it....we have seen wherein a genuine conformity to 
the law consists, and how a genuine conformity to it differs from 
all counterfeits ; and what has been said may help us to under- 
stand the following particulars : 

!• Wherein consisted the moral image of God in xvhich Adam 
was created. That Adam was created in the image of God, is 
expressly affirmed in Gen. i. 27....So God created man in his own 
imagej in the image of God created he him : And from tlicse 
words we have just tlie same reason to believe tliat Adam was 
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created in the morale as that he wai in the natural image of God ; 
because tiiey tell us in plain terms, without any distinction - or 
exception, (nor is there any that can be gathered from any odv 
er text), that he was created in theima^ of Gad; but Aevtoftd 
as well as the natural perfections of Ood are equally contained 
in his image : As to ih& political image of God, Adam^ strictlf 
speaking, was not created in that ; because, as the scripdires in^ 
form us, it was after his creadon that he was made Lord6i this 
lower world....6^. i. 28* And it is, I think, with less proprfr 
ety that this is, by dimnes^ called the imag€ oS God^-->-I do not 
know that it is any where so tailed in scripture ; and God was 
the same he is now, before he sustained the character of supreme 
X-ord and Governor of the world. His natural and m^al p«^ 
fections comprised his whole image before the world was cres^ 
ted s and in this his image was hiscreatufe, man, created : not 
in part of his image, for there is no such intimation in all the 9& 
ble ; but in hia image, comprising his moral^ as well, aad te 
much, as his n^iro/ perfections. 

Now, the moral image of God does radically consist in a tem^ 
per of mirui or frame of heart perfecdy answerable to the tMr^l 
laiv — ^the moral law being, as it were, a transcript of the moral 
perfections of God: So that, fronn what has been said of the na- 
ture of the moral perfections of God, and of the nature of the 
moral law, we may learn wherein consisted that moral ipuige 
of God in which Adam was created. He had a perfect moral 
rectitude of heart.... a perfectly right temper of mind, andsowai 
perfectly disposed to love God with all hishe^ut, and hisneigH* 
i)ors (if he had had any) as himself— r-was perfecdy disposed t6 
give God his place, and take his own.. • .and consider God asbci-^ 
Ing what he was, and be affected and act accordingly....andt6 
consider his fellow-men (if he had had any) as being what diey 
were, and feel and act accordingly : And in this image of God 
was he created, as die scriptures teach us; i.e. hewasbroogjht 
into existence with such a temper c^nr^aft/ra/ to him. 

Now here is a new-made creature in a new world, viewm'g 
God, and wondering at his infinite glor>% looking all round, afr- 
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toniahed at die divine perfections shinmg forth in all his works e 
He views the spacious heavena....they declare to him the glorjr 
of the Lord : He seeshis wisdom and his power.».he wonders and 
adores ; He looks round upon all his works*..*die7 dearly dis» 
cover to him the invisible things of God, even his eternal power 
and godhead ; and he stands amazed. God makes him Lord of 
this lower world, aj^ints to him his daily employment, and 
puts him into a state of trial, setdng life and death before him ; 
and he sees the infinite wisdom, holiness, jusdce and goodness 
of God in all....he faHsdown and worstups....he exults in God, 
and, ¥rith all his heart, gives up himself to God with sweetest 
delight ;*-^ is genuine, natund, and free, resulting from the 
nauve temper of his heart. 

Here he beheld God in his infinite g^ory, viewed his works, 
contemplated his perfections, admired and adored him with a 
sweetness and {Measure of soul nu>st refined ! Here he saw God 
in an the trees, {dants, and herbs in the garden, his happy seat, 
¥dule, out of love to Go^and duty, he attended his daily busi- 
oe8a...he ate and drank, ami blessed his great benefactor! Hesaw 
that it was infinitely reasonable that he should love God with 
all hb heart, and obey him in every diing, if eternal life had not 
at an been promised ; both because Ckxlinfinitety deserved it at 
his hand, and sdso in doing thereof there was the greatest satis - 
fiurtioQ and delight : And he saw that if he, in any thing, should 
disobey his sovereign Lord and rightRil Governor, it would be 
right, infinitely right, that he shbuld be miserable forever, even 
if God -had never so threatened ; because to disobey sttch a God 
appeared to him an infinite evil. He looked upon the promise 
•f eternal life as a mere free boimty : He looked upon the threat* 
cningof death as impartial justiee : And while he considered 
etenud life under the notion of a reward promised to perfect 
obedience from God, his Governor, he saw his infinite love to 
righteousness therein, as weU as his infinite bounty : And while 
he considered death under the notion of a punishment threat- 
ened against sin, he saw God's infinite hatred of iniquit;^' there- 
in, aa weU as his iaipartial justice : And>vhea he saw how God 

W 
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loved righteousness and hated imquity, and beheld his infinity 
goodness on the one hand, and impartial justice on the other, he 
was ravished..-Noi¥ he saw plainly what God was, and his in* 
finite glory in being such, and loved him with all his heart : 1% 
was natural to account such a God infimtely amiable, and it was 
natural to love him with all his heart ; — all was genuine <knd 
free, resulting from the native temper of his mind. 

These being his views and apprehensions, and this his naturei 
hence, although he was under a covenant of works, yet the hopes 
of happiness and the fears of misery were not the original and 
^rst spring of his love to God : it was not originally from 8el& 
love, and for self-ends, but from a sense of the beauty of the di« 
vine nature ; and so it was not forced and hypocritical, but fr«e 
and genuine : it did not feel like a burden, but it ¥ras esteemed 
a privilege ; and, instead of being disposed to think it much Id 
love God with all his heart, and obey him in every thing, he 
leather thought it infimtely right and^f, as being God'b Ate^ and 
that he deserved no thanks from God, but rather was under ia* 
finite obKgatioDs to give thanks to God forever, for such an in* 
finite privilege : And thus we see wherein that moral image of 
God consisted in which Adam was created. 

2. From all which, it is a plain matter of fact that we are bom 
into the world entirely destitute of the moral image of God: So 
certain as that the moral image of God radically consists in such 
a temper, and makes it natural to have such-like views anddis* 
pooitions — so certain we are in fact bom without it. Look im 
to children, and there is notliing to be seen 'of these things t 
And we are all sure that such a temper and such-like views and 
disposidoos are not natural to us ; yea, most men are sure there 
is still no such thing in them, and very many believe there is no 
such thing in the world. We are^ in fact, bom like the xviUass^M 
cok^ as senseless of God, and as void and destitute of grace % 
We have nature ^hxiX no grace — a taste for natural good, but no 
relish for moral beauty-^-^an appetite for hc^ness^ but no appe^ 
tite for holiness—^ heart easUy affected and governed by selfish 
considerations, but blind to the moral rectitude and fitneaa of 
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Ainga : And so wc hgve.a heart to lovt ourselves, but no heart 
to love God ; and loay be moved to act by. selfish views, but 
caoDOt be influenced by the infinite moral beauty of the divine 
nature. That which is born of the flesh isflesh.»..John liu &--»• 
and will only mind and relish things which suit its.na- 
ture....i£ojn. viii. 5 — but ia blind to spiritual tlungs....! Cor. iu 
14. True, indeed, in children there are many natural excellent 
cies».*ninany things pleasing and agreeable : In a good mood, 
they appear loving and kind, innocent and harmless, humble and 
meek— Kuid so does a lamb. There is nothing but nature in 
diese appearances : It is owing to dieir aninud consdtution, and 
totheirbeingpleasedand humored: It is all from no higher prin- 
ciple than sfdf4ove.— -Cross them,and they will presently feel and 
act bad enough : They have , in their temper and most early con- 
duct, no regard to God or duty, of to die reason and nature of 
things, but are moved and affected merely as things please or 
<Usplease them, making their happiness their last end : And, 
indeed, if the image of God, holiness, or grace, or whatever we 
caU it, be really such a thing as has been said, then nothing of such 
a nature can possibly be more plain and e\'ident than this univerf^ 
sally is, that mankind are, in fact, bom into the woiid destitute, 
entirely destitute thereof....y0& id* 12 : And hence, we must 
ie born again*»,.]ohn iii. 3, 6* 

Obj- But rvhere^ then^ luas the propriety ofChrist^s sayingyin 
Mat* xviii« 3....£xcept ye be converted, and become as litUe 
children, ye shall not enter into the kindom of heaven ? h it not 
here sinpposed that little children are patterns of humility mid 
goodness f 

Ans. And where was the propriety of those words in Jsaiah 
liii. r— -where the pro])het, speaking of Christ's meekness aiid 
patience under his sufieriogs, says. As a sheep before her shear- 
ers is {ktmbj so he opened not his mouth ? Is it not here supposed 
that sheep are patterns of meekness and patience ? The truth is, 
that these allusions do not prove that either sheep or little chil- 
dren naturally have any real humility or meekness, of a gracious 
nature^but only aniq^pearance of it ; And just of the same n»- 
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ture are those phxases in Mai. x« 16M..it9 viue tu 9erpenU^mijm 
harmless as dcves. But as these scriptures do not prove that 
sheep^9nd serpents^ waA doves liSLVt grace, ao neither doea dHt 
other text prove that littk children naturatty have it. 

3» By comparing ourselves with the hcdy law of God, aa it 
has been already explained, we may alao learn that we are b(»k 
into the world, not only desdtuteof aconfornuty tothe ]aw,lmt 
ihzt we BTt natively diametricaUy opposed to h in the tender rfmur 
hearts. The law requires us to love Godsupremeh/ybut the obf- 
tive bent of our hearts is to love oursehes supremely : The law 
requires us to live to God tdthnately^ but the naUve bent of our 
hearts is to live to oursehes ultimately : The law reqiurea ua tp 
delight in God superlatively^ but the native bent of our heaita ia 
to delight in thatwhich is not Godj wholly : And, findly,die law 
requires us to love our neij^hbors as ourseloeSy but the nauve 
bent of our hearts is to fo inordinately selfish. 

These are the eariiest dispositions tl^ are discovered in our 
nature 2 And although I do not think that they are concreated 
by God together with the essence of our souls, yet diey seem to 
be the very first propensities of the new-made soul : So that 
they are, in a sense, connatural ; our whole hearts are perfecdy 
and entirely bent this way, from their very first motion. Tbeae 
propensities, perhaps, in some sense, may be said to bexSM- 
tractedj in opposition to their being strictly and philosdphicaify 
natural^ because they are not created by God with the essence 
of the soul, but result from its native choice, or rather, mUre 
strictly, are themselves its naUve choice : But most certainly 
these propensities are not contracted^ in the sense that many^.vi* 
cious habits are^-^namely, by long use and custom* In opposi- 
tion to such vicious habits, they may be called connaturaL lift- 
tie children do very early bad things, and contract bed dispoiii- 
tions ; but these propensities are evidendy antecedent to evtiry 
bad thing infused or instilled by evil examples, or gotten fay 
practice, or occasioned by temptations : And hence, it is beeoote 
customary to call them natural^ and to say that it is our very na- 
ture to be so inclined : And to say that these (Hx>pensitiea are 
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maturtJjWwxldj to common pec^Ie, be the most apt way of ex- 
pressing the thing ; but it oug^t to be remembered that they» sM 
not natural in the same sense as the /acuities of our souls are : 
ibr they are not the workmanship of God, but are our native 
choice, and the voluntary, free, spontaneous bent of our hearts : 
And to keep up tbii distinction, I frequendy choose to use the 
word native^ instead of natural. 

And DOW, diat these diq)ositions are, as it were, thus bom 
with IIS, is as evident from experience, as any thing of this kind 
can be ; for these are the earliest disposioons that man's nature 
discovers, and are evidendy discovered before Utde children 
^re capable of learning them from others : Yea, it is plainly the 
vtry native bent of their hearts to love themselves above all..- 
-to make dieir ease, comfort, and happiness their last end and 
their all, and to seek for all from the creature^ or, m other words, 
Jrom that wliich is not God. This b plain to every one's obser- 
vauon ; nor did I ever hear any one^as I remember, venture to 
deny it. 

And as children grow up, and their natural powers enlarge, 
•o these propensities grow up, and strengdien, and become more 
active, and discover themselves plainer ; and from tins root, 
:lhis evil founudn, many bad things soon proceed. Observe 
children through all the days of childhood, and this nature may 
.be easily seen in them....they discover it in all their conduct in 
tsn thousand instances ; and there it does and will remain.—- 
We may break them of many bad tricks which they learn, and 
•bad habits which they contract, but we cannot change this prin* 
iQiple of their nature. They are disposed to love themselves su- 
prie«iely,seek their own ends uldmately,and delight in that which 
19 ,not God wholly ; nor can we turn this bent of their hearts. 
We can, after a sort, instil good princii^es into them — learn them 
.tQjreadandpray ; and, after asort, to honor dieir parents, and 
love their neiglibors i we can make them civil, and sober, and 
•.IntpaUe, and modest, and religious, in a sort, but still {tieiroU 
WiiHrw remains in its ftill power : It is restrained, but not altered 
jnft aH ; y^ and after all, these their native cUsposidons have 
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the entire government of diem ; their whole hearts are as much 
bent this way as ever: and these propensiUea govern them in 
their inward temper, and in all their conduct. They do all from 
•elF-k>ve, and for self-ends, and are seeking happiness,not in God, 
but in something else. These things are plain to every impar* 
tial observer ; nor can they be denied by any. Thus we are aU 
shapenin iniquity^ and in sin are we conceived: And tue are 
tranagreasorsfrom the rvomb, and go astray as soon as toe are bom. 
». And if we leave children, and look into ourselves, we may 
seasily observe that we are naturally of the same temper — indi*- 
ned to love ourselves supremely, and do all from aeliUo ve, and 
for self-ends, and seek for happiness, not in God, but in aomi^ 
•thing else. We can remember when and how we contracted 
•flPMDy other vicious habits, and feel some inward power to get 
rridof them ; but these propensities we have always had, and 
they are natural, and our whole hearts are so in them, diat it la 
not in us so much as sincerely to desire to b^ ctherwise. It ia 
true, we may, in a sort, desire and try to alter this our - nature, 
from considerations of duty, of heaven and hell ; but it b- aU 
h}^crisy, for we still act merely from self-love, and for self* 
ends, as much as ever. We have naturally no disposition to 
desire to leve God, only for self-ends ;-*<ill men are conscious 
to themselves that this is true. 

We are naturally entirely under the government of these dia- 
positions, in aU things ^ and under all circumstances .-—In ajll 
THINGS — in all ouip^xivil and religious concerns. It is merely 
from self-love,- and for self-ends, that natural men follow dieir 
worldly business, and endeavor to live peaceably vrith their 
neighbors ; and, in these things, they are seeking blessedness.: 
•And it is merely fh>m self-love, and for self-ends, they do any 
thing in religion ; — either they mean to be seen of men, or arc 
moved fix)m a slavish fear of hell and mercenary hope of heav* 
en,orfrom some other selfish consideration,— And, under all 
CIRCUMSTANCES, wc are naturally under the government .of 
'these dispositions : Li prosperity ...,i}^Q.Ti^ from an inclination to 
love ourselves supremely, seek our own happiness ultimately. 
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and delight in that which is not God wholly^ it is our nature to 
irjoice and be g^ad ; and, from the same inclination, we are dis« 
posed to mourn, and murmur, and be dbcontented under adoer* 
sity. At the SedSea it was natural for the Israelites to sing 
praise— at the bitter waters it was as natural to murmur. When 
we are pleased, then we are glad — ^when we are crossed, then 
we are sad ; but, naturally, we do not care how it goes with 
God's interest in the worid««.«what becomes of his great name^ 
or whether hift honor sinks or swims : no, there is but here and 
there a M)ses that cares any thing about this ; but, if they can 
have their own wills, and secure their own interests, they are 
content. While the spirit of God lets sinners alone, and they, 
live secure and unconcerned, then^ from the aforesaid propensi- 
ties, they are after the world— one after -one thing, and another 
after another ; and, although they may keep up a form of reU- 
gion, for £E»hion sake, yet, really, they care nothing about God 
and things etemaL When they come to be awakened to a con- 
cern for their souls, though they reform their lives, and take ve- 
ry different courses from what they used to do, yet sull all is 
6x>m the same principle, and for the same end. They have new 
fives, but the same nature : They do not really care for God 
or his glory, any more than they used to do, nor take any con- 
tent in him ; but are only after pardon of sin, and peace of con- 
science, which, according to their present sensations and appre- 
hensionsy they think would make them happy. Sinners do not 
really seek for blessedness in God himself, but in something 
they hope to receive from him : And hence, when awakened 
dinners come to getfabe comfort — think they are pardoned, and 
so have peace— or diink that Christ loves them, and that they 
shall go to heaven, and so are filled with joy....as all their joy 
reauhs from self-love merely, so all they rejoice in is what they 
think diey have received, and what they hope yet to receive ; 
but they do not really care for God himself, (whose gloty they 
never saw), any more than tliey used to do-^or rejoice in him : 
and hence (ordinarily) having their consciences quieted, they 
1 gp back to the world again for real comfort and* blessed- 
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nes8 ; Or if, after false comfort, Aey turn enthusiasts, and get t» 
Uazing^ and wax hotter and hotter, and seem to befullof notlw 
ing but love to God, and sedi for his glory, it is visions and 
dreams, revelations and impulses, a firm persuasion they- are 
the peculiar fsivorites of heaven, and the applause of their party^ 
wUch they live upon and take comfort in, and by which they 
are animated ; and all from self4ove, and for Bel£«nds : bat^ 
ia deed and in truth, diey neither know God, nor regard Hm 
fior his glory, nor live upon him, nor delight in him, any more 
than they used to do : and thus, in all things, and under alldrw 
cumstances, unregenerate men are governed by a disposition 
to love»diemselves supremely, Kve to themselves tildmaiely^ 
afid delight in that which is not God wholly : And whosoever 
k w^ll acquainted with mankind may easily see dmt this is, in 
fact, the very case, and will naturally be led to make the same 
observation widi the apostle Paul, in PhiU ii. 2U...AU$eei their 
own, and not the things which are Jesus Chris fs* 
' And now this disposition, which is thus ^videndy natUild t(y 
all mankind, is directhj contrary to God*s holy law*».M exceeding 
sinftd, and is the root of all wickedness. First, it is diametrical- 
ly opposite to God's holy law : for this requires us to love God 
supremely, and se^k his glor}' ultimately — ^in ^rect contnulety 
whereunto, we are naturally inclined to love ourselves supreme)* 
ly, and live to ourselves ultimately. Again, the law requires 
us to delight in God superlatively, and choose and live upoil 
him as the only portion of our souls — ^in direct contrariety wh^vii- 
unto, we are naturally inclined to place our whole hewto vnf- 
en other things^ and live upon them, and take content in thmL 
Finally, the law reqiures us to love our neighbor as ours^veh, 
and do as we would be done by — ^in dh-ect contrariety wIlcM- 
unto, we are naturally inclined to be inordinately selfifll^ and SO 
not to do as we would be done by : And thus we are all aite- 
rally gone out of the way, and, in the temper of our own minds, 
become corrupt, filthy, and unprof table, and there is none righ$» 
eons ; no, not owr.-^Psalm xiv. — Rom. iii. 10—19. We lum 
lost die image of God«.«.wehave lost a right temper <^imiMLM. 
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•^re hAve losta gorerning sense of the moral fitness of things.*.. 
hanrc no eyes to see noral baaaty, or hearts to taste and relish 
die moral excellencyof spiritual and divine things....! Cor. ii. 14. 
Hence, in God we can see no form nor comeliness, nor in him, 
a^allf ddig^ ; yea, it is natural for it to seem to us as if there 
waa no God.«../tafei zi v. 1 • And now, as though in very deed 
there were no God for us to be in subjection unto, we set up 
fer ourselves, to make our own int^erest our last end, and to seek 
UestediBeBS, not in God, but in something else ; and are natu- 
laliy, indined, without any regard to God's law, to make our 
kwill» oar only rule ; and now, having cast off the govem- 
:.of God, and forsaken die fountsun of living waters, w^ 
g» every one his way, one to his £urm, another to his merchan*' 
<fiae, all serving divers bisU.and pkasures : So that it might 
justly be wondered at» how any among mankind should ever 
\^we it enter into their hearts, to imagine that we are not fallen 
creatures, universally depraved, when it is, so evidently, a plain 
natter of &ct. I think it can be owing to notlnng but men's 
jgoorance of the law, in its spiritual nature, purity, strictness, 
4nd extent, and their not comparing themselves therewith : and 
ipdeed St Paul tells us that this is the case-.-Rom. vii* 8..., 
fgr^tuithaui thciawsmwaa dead : . For did men but rightly ap- 
pwhend diat God is such an one as the law speaks him to be, 
and that he Inquires us to be what really he does, they could 
QOt poaiibfy but see their nadve contrariety to God and his holy 
lasfw- . The Israelites of old felt their contrariety to tlieir proph- 
ets, vid they hated them, and put them to death ; and the Phar- 
lieca fek thehr contrariety to Christ and his aposdes, and hated 
lliem) and put diem to death.; for they perceived what their 
prophets, and what Christ and his apostles, were driving at : but 
■JM, all tfie while, they imagined they loved God, and loved his 
law, because they neidier knew God, nor understood his law : 
and even so it is at this day ; If an Armiman^ or Pelagian, (for, 
after all their pretences, they are, by nature, just like the rest 
of mankind), did but verily believe God just such an one as 
the godly man, in foct, sees him to be, he M-ould feel as great a 
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contrariety to him, ond enmity against him, as any Cahanist ever 
supposed there was in natural men. They frame a fakeioiage 
of God in their own fancies, to suit the vitiated taste of dieir 
corrupt hearts, and then cry, fVc are not enemies to God ; nOj bui 
it is natural for us to love him : when, all die while, their native 
aversion to God will not so much as suffer them to believe that 
there is amf such Being as really he is. But, to proceed. 

The aforesaid disposition, and bent of heart, which is thus 
direcdy contrary to the law, is exceedingly sinfoU: For, while we 
love ourselves supremely, and live to ourselves ultimately, we 
do really, in our hearts, and by our practice, prefer ourtehres 
above God, as if we were more excellent and worthy : in which 
we cast infinite contempt on the Lord of glory, in as much aa 
all the nations are, in his sights but as adrop of the bucket, and 
small dust of the balance, and we, compared with lum, are lest 
than nothing, and vanity. He is of infinite majesty, greatness, 
glory, and excellency, and all heaven adore him in the most humc- 
Ue prostrations ; and yet we, mAm worms of the dusL.*yeB,tyii^ 
worms of the dust, that deserve every moment to be spumed to 
hell, even we esteem and love Ourselves more than we do I&d, 
and are more concerned for our interest than for his lionor ; 
yea, care not at all for him, or his honor, nor would ever so 
much as pretend to it, ifnot excited thereto from the expectation 
of self-advantage : and that, even although we receive life and 
breath, and all dungs fix>m him, and his right to us is original, 
underived, perfect, and entire. Surely thb is infinite wicked- 
ness ! and besides, in being and doing so, we affront his sacied 
authority, whereby, as Governor of die worid, he comsnands 
us to love him with all our hearts. And further, while we aie 
inclined to take our whole delight in that which is not God.... 
to forsake him, the fountain of living waters, the ocean of sA 
good, and seek comfort and content elsewhere ; we hereby pr«-. 
ftr the world above God— prefer our wives and childrea..MOiir 
houses, and lands, and pleasures, above God— or, at beat, we 
prefer (an i magi nary) heaven above God: to do either of which, 
casu infmitc contempt upon the Lord of glory.. ..the delig^of 



BirrniauiraED t»om all counTEiifEiTs. l&l 

asgdb-wlhejoyof die heavenly world* Th^ Psalmist said. 
Whom hawe Jin Aeaven but thee f Aid there is nothing on earth 
Idemre ieeidet thee^.^Fsalm Ixxiii. 25 ; and well might he say 
ao : but tio be incUoed, when we are secure in sin, and not ter- 
rified with, hell, to love and desire any thing upon earth more 
than God— «nd, when under terrors and fearful expectations of 
wrath, ta desire pardon, peace, and (an imaginary) heaven, and 
any thing to make us happy, .but God himself, is surely infinite- 
ly vile. We do hereby prefer that which is not God, above 
God himself, as if it was really of more worth ; and so cast 
kifinice contempt upo» the ocean of blessedness, and fountain 
ofalLgood* Andbesideft,inthis,as well as the former particular, 
we go direcdy contrary to the express command of the great 
Governor of the whde world. Finally, to be disposed to an 
inordinate (and so to a groundless) self4ove, and to be swallow- 
ed up in selfish views and designs, instead of a tender love, and 
cordial benevolence to all our feUow-men, lo\ang them as our- 
selvea, is evidently contrary to all die reason and nature of 
things, and to the express command of God, which is infinitely 
binding ; and so tins also is infinitely sinful : And thus, these, 
our nadve propensities, are directly contrary to the holy law of 
God, and exceedingly sinful. 

,. Butheie il may be enquired— ^^ If a disposition to love our<- 
^ selves supremely, live taourselves ultimately, and to delight in 
^ thati«AicA is not Goif wholly, be so exceedingly sin ful, whence 
^ is it that men^a consciences do not any more accuse and condtmn 
^ them therefor i" To which the answer is pbun and easy ; for 
this is evidently owing to their ifUokrably mean thoughts of God. 
MsL i« ^ 7, S....A son honoreth his father j and a servant h'ts 
nuuUr : Jff then, I be a father^ where is mine honor ? And if I 
be a master^where is my fear ? saith the Lord of hosts unto you^ 
O priests J that despise my name : and ye say^ Wlierein have roe 
despised thy name ? Te offer poUuted bread upon mine altar ; 
{and ao ye despise me :) and (yet) ye say^ Wherein have we pel" 
bstedthee ? (I answer) In that (in doing so) ye (practical!;.) 
jay^,. Th€ table of the Lord is contemptible : (and so you treat uie 
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m^th contempt.) And, fet their conaciciioes cBd nol'taike 
them, and therefoife the Lord vdi&^'-Jndiftfeoffirtlie bUnd 
for sacrifice^ ia it not evU f and if ye offer the lame andekk^ m 
it not evil? (or am I so mean and oontempdUe, diat to do to 
ought not to be looked upon as anaffiront? I appeal totlie 
common sense of mankind,) Ojffir it now unto thy GovePmr^ 
will he be pkased with thee, or accept thy person f oaith the lard 
ofhoBts ; (and if your Governor will take it as an affront, nuch 
more may l^for Jama great king, scuih the Lord ofhooto^ 
(ver. 14.) Here it is pbun that it was their mean and cxMttempU 
uous thoughts of God which made them think it would do to 
tunihimoffany how, and with anything: And justao iciain 
the case before us : men^s thoughts of God are infinitely mean*..* 
he is very ocmtemptible in their ught ; and hence, ahfaooi^ ifaey . 
love themselves, their own honor and interest, above the Lord 
and his gkiiy, and prefer other things, and take more delight ia 
that which is not God, than in God himself yet diey mf"-^ 
^*' Wherein do we despise the Lord, affinont his majesty^ or cast 
^ contempt upon liim \ We pray in secret and in our fiuniliea*..* 
*^ we go to meeting and to sacrament, arid help to support die 
^^ gospel ; and is not ail this to honor the Lord \ And wherein 
^^ do we despise him V* — Just as if going into your closet twice 
a day, to quiet your conscience, and saying over the <dd prayer, 
by rote, in your family, that you have repeated morning and 
evening ever since you kept house } and, in a customary way, 
going to meeting and to sacrament, and paying your minister's 
rate, (and, it may be^ not without grud^g,) — just as if lA«»wat 
an honoring of God, when, at heart, you do not love him one jot^ 
nor care for his honor and interest at all, nor would do any thing 
in religion but for the influence of educauon and common cus- 
tom, or from legal fears and mercenary hopes, or merely from 
some other selfish consideration : Yea, just as if this was an 
honoring of God, when, all the time^TOU cast such infinite con* 
tempt upon him in your heart, as to give yotnr heart to another 
•^<o that which is not God — to y outbcII*, and to the world ! Let 
a woman treat her husband so, urill he be pleased with it,aiid 
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win he moUp^ her pcnon ? If she idoes not love her boobnid «t 
wii, or delight in his penon, orxate for his interest — ^if she loves 
another nuu)u.^.bas a separate interest of her owui and does noth* 
ing for her huabanU but to serve her own views, will he now 
think she is a fO0</T«{^9 because morning, npon, and night, she 
{irepareahb food, though she does it carelessly, the victuals al- 
ways cold and pooriy dressed, hardly fit to eat....and he knows 
it is all from want of love.? And besides, jshe thinks she does a 
great deal (cffhim^ and expects her /ay, like a hired maid !-^w[id 
she says to her husband, ^^ Wherein do I despise you ? Am 
^ not I always doing for you ?" And she does not feel herself 
to.Uame, because her husband looks so mean and contemptible 
in her eyes ; and she cares so liide for him, that any thing seems 
good enough for him, while, all the time, her adulterous heart is 
doaxing on her lovers. *^ You do not love me/' says her hus- 
band, ^ but other men have your heart, and you are more a wife 
^ to them than to me :" But says she, '^ I cannot love you, and 
^^ { cannot but love others ;'' ^md now she seems to herself not 
to Uame : So, a wicked world have such mean thoughts of God, 
that they cannot love him at all, and have such high thoughts 
of themselves, that they cannot but love themselves supremely : 
chey have such mean thoughts of God that they cannot delight 
in him at all ; but they see a g^ory in other things, and so in them 
they cannot but delight wholly : And because they are habit- 
ually insensible of God's infinite glory, hence they are habitual- 
ly inaensiUe of the eocceeding sinfidntss of these native propen- 
aities of their hearts : So that we see that mean, contemptuous 
though of God are the very foundation of the peace, and quiet, 
and security of men, in a mere form of religion. If they did 
butieetcrAo the JLori/^, they could not but judge themselves and 
all their duties to be infinitely odious in his sight. Fsalm 1. 
Uly2SU*m,These things hast tliau done^ and I kept silence — thou 
thm^ghiest I was altogether such an one as thyself; but I will re* 
fraw thecyondset them in order before thine eyes,.».Now consider 
M»f ye that forget God. Men have such mean thoughts of God, 
■id 90 little regard him, that they are naturally inclined io for" 
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get that tfMsre is a God, and tofeel anda^tatif dterr weie 
none. Hence (Psalm xiv* 1 .) — Thefoolsoith m hU hearij4hen 
is no Godf L e* he is inclined to feel and act as if (bere wit 
none ; and^ therefore, it is added in die next wotds-^^Cbm^ 
are they. So, the children of Eli, who tvealed the w«)rBl^pof 
God with{;reat contempt, are ssidiodeapise the Lord, andkkk 
at Mi sacrifice ; and yet their consciences did npt smite them c 
and the ground of all was their mean^cwUmpiwms thougkisof 
God. I. Sam. ii. 12, 29, 30..^The sons of Eli were sans ofBe^ 
Italy they Anew not the Lord^ And thus we see thatoiH- nsArt 
disposition to love ourselves supremely, live to aursd¥«aiiki« 
mately, and delight wboUy in that which is not God, is (wfaeth^ 
cr we are sensible of it^or not,) dmctly contrary ta God^faoly 
law, and exceedingly sinfid^ And I add. 

This nativebentof our hearts is <to rootofaOsin^ (Acfosin 
tive root, I mean, m opposition to a mere /vwo^fpr cause) oCdt 
our inward com^)tbns and viciouspractices....botb of those 
which are contrary to the first and to the second iaUe of tbi 
law— -of those whkkmore immecdatelyaffinont God, and of those 
which m(»« especially respect our neighbor. 

From this root arises all our evil carriage towards the Lord of 
glory. This is the root of a spirit of self-suprsmacy, wherebf 
we, in our hearts, exalt ourselves and our wiUs above die Lord 
and his will, and Fefiise tabe contnnded by him, or be in sub* 
jection unto him. Jehovah assumes the character of most hig^ 
God, supreme Lord and sovereign Governor of the whole 
world, and coqcunands all the earth to admowledge and obey 
him as such ; but we are all naturally inclined, Pharaob4ik«» to 
say, Who is the Lord, that we shotdd obey him f we inom.not 
the Lord, nor will we do his will: And hence mankind,ail die 
world over, break God^s law, every day, before his £bk:c f ^ asif 
they despised his authority in their hearts. And when te 
crosses them in his providences, they, as though it was aojt'hjs 
right to govern the world, quarrel with him, because they-can* 
not have their own wills, and go in their own ways : This was 
always the way of the children of Israel, those forty yeuaia 
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the wilderness, wtiose whole conduct exemplifies our nature to 
die Ufe, a&d in which g^ass we may behold our faces, and know 
what manner of persons we niaturally are. Men love themselves 
rixive God, and do not like his law, and hence are inclined to 
set up their wills above and against his ; and if they can^ they 
m% have their wills, and go m their ways, for all him ; andif 
tfiey cawM, they will quaml with him : Andhence die apos- 
de si^, Thecamalmindis enmity agtunH God — is not subject ts 
his law^ neither indeed ^an if ••••Rom. viii* 7. 

And, finom dus root, arises a spirit cf self-sufficiency and in* 
dependence^ whereby we are lifted up in our own hearts, and hate 
to be beholden to God ; and, having <Ufierent interests and ends 
inm him, naturally tlunk it not safe, and so, upon the whole, 
not liking to trust in him, choose to trust in ourselves, or any 
thing, rather t^an him. We have a better thought of ourselves 
ihan of God, as knowing we are disposed to be true to our own 
iflierests and ends, and therefore had rather trust in ourselves 
than in him ; and besides, we naturally hate to come upon 6ur 
knees to him for every thing : Hence, that in Jer. ii. 31. is the 
native language of our hearts — We are lords^ we will come no 
more unto thee* We love to have the staiF in our own hands. 
Car then we can do as we will ; and hate to lie at God's^ercy, 
for then we must be athis control ; yea, we had rather trust in 
any thing than in God, he being, of all things, most contrary to 
us : And faence^ the Israelites, in their distress, would one while 
9aake a covenant with Assjiia, and then lean upon Egypt ; yea, 
and rob the treasures of the temple to hire their aid, rather than 
be beholden to God i Yea, they would make them Gods ofsil- 
ver and gold«.-of wood and stone, 2uid then trust in such lying 
vanities, rathcrthan in the Lord Jehovah : And as face answers 
to face in the water j so does the heart ofmanio imz/L.-Prov. xxvii. 
19. This is our very nature. 

Again, from the same root arises a disposition to depart from 
the Lord; for other things appear more glorious, and excellent, 
and soul-sadsfying than God— wherefore the hearts of the chiU 
drea of men secredy loathe the Lord, and hanker after other 
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things, and so go away from God to them. Jobzv. 13, 14.^. 
They take the timbrel and harp^ tmd reftnce at the immd of the 0r« 
gan : Therefore they say unto God, Depart from us^fbr ive dgd 
sire not the knowledge of thy tm^.— -MaL iii. 14, t5*...Itism 
Vain to serve God: and what profit Is it that 7ve have kept his or* 
dinance^ and that we haoe walked mournfully before the Lord of 
hosts ? We call the proud happy. Meditation and prayer are a 
burden to men ; they had rather be almost any where than ia 
their closets^because they secredy loathe the Lord : but in other 
things they find comfort....one in his (arm, and anodier hi his 
merchandize....the young man in his frolics; and with his mer* 
ry companions...«the old man in his wife, and children, and cat- 
tle, and swine, and house, and lands....the rich man in his riches 
••••the ambitious man in his honors....the scholar in his books.... 
the man of contemplation in his nice speculations ; and, in any 
thing, men can take more comfort than in God himself. That 
wluch angels and saints in heaven, and believers on eardi, priae 
above all things, men have naturally the least account of : Psal. 
Ixxiii. 25... Whom have I in*heaioen but thee f and there is noth* 
ing on earth I desire besides thee. — ^Jer. ii. 5, 11, 12, 13....TAttf 
saith the Lord^ What iniquity have y our fathers found m me^ thai 
they are gone far from me^andhaoe walked afier vanity^ and be* 
come vain f Hath a nation changed their gods^ xvhkh are yet no 
gods f But my people have changed their glory for that which 
doth not pro/it : Be astonished^ ye heavens^ at this. They haoe 
forsaken me^ the fountain of living waters^ and hewed them out 
cisterns J broken cisterns^ tfuitcan hold no water. 

And, from the whole, we may see there is the greatest cob* 
trariety between the nature of God and the nature of the sinner : 
and hence God hates sinners (^Hab. \. 13.) — and sinners hate him 
(Rom. viii. 7.) — and when sinners come to die, and go into die 
eternal world, they will feel then that they hate him, though 
their nature then will be just the same as it is now ; and they 
will then know that the great reason they did not feel their ha- 
tred of him in this world, was because they <Ud not think nor 
wou!d believe that he was such an one. 
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Aad hence we may see whence it is that we are so averse to 
right apprehenaidis of God, and whence it is that our insensi- 
i>ility of hiB g^ory, in being what he is, is so invincible, viz, be- 
cause he is, in his very nature, in such perfect contrariety to us, 
iand we to him ;. for to account that infinitely glorious in bemg 
•what it 18, i^ch is of anature perfectly contrary to us, is as un« 
•natural as to account oursehres infimtely hateful in being what 
-jwe are ; for rAof necessarily implies this : So far, therefore, as 
-flianen love diemselvea for being what they are, so far do they 
- JbateGod&r being what he is ; and so far.as they hate God for 
ixing what he is, so fieur their insensibility of his infinite glory, 
in -being just such an one, is invinciUe : And nowr since men, 
fttaturally, perfecdy love themselves for being what they are» 
and, consequendy, perfecdy hate God for being what he is-^ 
-hence, their minds are, naturally, perfecdy prejudiced against 
the true knowledge of God, and perfecdy averse from, and insus- 
ceptible of a sense of his infinite g^oiy in being just what he is : 
And hence it is, that neither God*s word nor works, nor any 
-thing but his almighty spirit, can make men, in their hearts, both 
-reatiy give into h that God is just such an one as he is, and in-^ 
.finitely glorious in being such. The heavens may declaxe the 
•g^ory of the Lord, and make the invisible things of God clearer 
-Jytobeseen; and the scriptures and ministers may proclaim 
his greatness and glory, and the honor of his majesty ; out sin* 
«ers, in seeing, will not see, and, in hearing, will not hear and 
-^indersland, for they do not like to have God in their knowlr 
jedge : They hate the light, and lov£ darkness ; they hate to 
. jtUnk that God should be such an one...«can see no glory in him 
in being such.,..8ecredy wish he was another kind of a being..,* 
ditmi to think that he is whaX he is, and will not, if they can help 
iL^Join iil 19, flO—Sam. i. 28—yohn viii. 43, 47. That 
•God should love himself more than he does his sinful creatures, 
* ^nd-vidur his own honcH- aad interest more tlian he does our 
happiness, and look upon it as an infinite aSFront that we are not 
^cxa€dy of the same mind, and judge us worthy of eternal dam* 

-nation dierefor, and, as high Governor of the world, make such 

Y 
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u law^and bind us to it, to do so-— how can this suit aproud re- 
bel, that only loves Mmself and his own interest, and cares not 
for God at all ? How can a carnal, sdfish heart delight in micb 
a God, and account him infinitely gtorious in being such i How 
can he rgoic^ to hear that he sits King forever, and does ^ 
things according to the counsel of hb ownirill, uminguhii&ate^ 
ly at lus own glory i Or how can he imagine that such a con*- 
duct, so directly cross to his temper, is infimtely right and be^ 
coming, glorious and excellent i The 4emper, the badtanptr 
of sinners' hearts, is that wUch renders their insensibHity of 
jGod's glory, in being what he is, so invincible* He does not 
Biut them— he does not look upon things as they do^— he is not 
disposed, nor does he act as they would have him, but all d]« 
reedy contrary..»«aB contrary as light and darkness-— as sin akid 
holiness-— as heaven and hell : Therefbn^ the carnal snindk 
enmity against Gad. But, to return, 

: « From this same r^^— this disposition to love ourselves -au* 
premely, live to ourselves ultimately, and delight in that which 
is not God wholly, proceeds all our evil carriage towards our 
neighbor* Pride, selfishness, and worldliness, lay the founda- 
tion for all that cheating, lying, backbiting, quarrelling, there is 
among neighbors— -and for all the feuds and bloody wars there 
ever have been among ail the nations of the eardi, from the begixw 
ning of the world : And pride, selfishness, and worldliness, 
together with that enmity against God and true religion, which 
is naturally concomitant, lay the foundation for all those bloody 
persecutions which have been, in the several ages of the woiid, 
ag^nst the church and people of God. If men were not proud 
nor selfish, they would have no inclination to injure their neigh- 
bors, in name or estate : If they took their supreme delight in 
God, as the portion of their souls, they would not have any of 
their litde petty idols to quarrel and contend about : If thejr 
loved their neighbors as themselves, there would never more 
be any thing like persecution ; and all injuries and abuses would 
cease from the earth : So that, to conclude, as a disposition to 
love God with all our hearts, and our neighbors as ourselvesi 
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ia aik habituid cottfernuty to the whole law, and lays a solid 
Ibundatian for a right carriage towards God and our neighbor, 
in all things— ^o acfisposition to U>ve ourselves supremely, live 
to ourselves ultimately, and delight in that which is not God 
wholly, is an habitual contnttie^ to the whole law, and lays a 
sad foundation for all evil carriage towards God and our fellow- 
men. And, as I said, this disposition is natural to us, and we 
are naturally entirely under the government of it : and so th^ 
seed and root of all sin is in us, even in the native temper of 
our hearts : Tkat which is bom qfthejlesh^ iafieah^ 

Ob J. But if mmJundneithcr h^e God nor theirneighbors with 
fl genuine love^ ntch as the law requires^ but naturaUy have^ and 
.are entirely under the government ofy a spirit of contrariety to 
the whole bxwy whence is it that aUmen do not blaspheme God, cmd 
do all the mischief they can^ andj inpracticCy as well as in nature^ 
be as bad as devils f 

Ans. Because of the restraints^ which God» for wise ends 
and purposes, is pleased to lay upon them, whereby their nature 
is, indeed, not at all altered, but only, in a measure, kept from 
breaking out, as otherwise it would do. And these restraints, 
in ordinary, are such as arise from these things : — (1.) From 
dieir animal constitution ; whereby many are inclined to be 
tender-hearted, compassionate, and kind, without any regard to 
God or duty, from a sort of natural instinct, much of the same 
nature, to all appearance, as is to be found in many in the bru- 
tal world. (2.) From natural Oiffiction; whereby, partly from 
animal nature, and pardy from self-love, and from being brought 
up together, relatives have a certain fondness for one another, 
and so are disposed to be kind to one another, and that without 
any regard to God or duty ; much as it is with many in the 
brutal world. (3.) From ^ good education; whereby many arc 
influenced to be civil in their behavior, honest in dieir dealings, 
kind to the poor, and to pray in their families, and join with 
the church, &c. though destitute of grace in their hearts. (4.) 
iFramworldly considerations ; whereby, from self-love, in order 
lo avoid punishment from men^ or from fear of dis^ce and 
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reproach, or to. get the good-wiH of others, or prmnote-some 
worldly interest, men are influenced, sometimes, to cany diem- 
selves, externally, very welL (5.) From retigicus considera^ 
tiona ; whereby, from self-loire, the fear of hell, and the hope of 
heaven, many are influenced to do much in religion. (6J) 
Want of speculative hwwkdge of GoD..«agnorance of his reso- 
lution to punish sin, and of his anger against them, is also an 
occasion of their not blaspheming his name ; as they will do, 
as soon as ever they come into eternity, and see how things re- 
ally are ; though then their nature will be exactly the same that 
it is now« God gives rain and fruitfid seasons, and fills the 
heartsofallwithibod and gladness ; he makes lus sun rise, and 
rain fall upon the evil and unthankful, and offers salvation in 
case they repent and believe ; whence men are ready to think 
that God loves them, and tins restrains them. These, and such- 
like things, restr^ men's corruptions ; but for which, they 
would be as bad in this world as they will be in the next, when 
these restraints come to be taken oiF. 

To what has been said, may also be added, that God, by 
these three methods, does much to restrain many :— (!•) By 
his pr&vidence i whereby he many times brings remarkable 
judgments upon men for their sins ; and remarkably prospers 
men, as to the things of this world, who are true to their word, 
and honest in their dealings : and hereby men are afrud to be 
and do as bad as otherwise they would, lest some judgment 
should come upon them ; and others are influenced to be hon- 
est, and to. carry themselves, externally, well, in hopes of a 
worldly blessing. (2.) By his xoord^^-hh written word, and 
his word preached ; whereby men are made more sensible diat 
there is a heaven and a hell ; and so are the more restrained 
and kept in awe. (3.) By his spirit ; whereby he does much 
to make many a man sensible of the evil of sin, the dreadful- 
ness of damnation, and the glory of heaven, whom he never 
sanctifies : whereby they are not only restnuned from vicious 
practices, but their corruptions also are gready stunned, and 
they made zealous promoters of religion....(Zrf4. vi* 4.) And 
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diuft die uipreme Governor of die world restrains men's corrup- 
uons, and maintainn some degree of order among his rebellious 
subjects* 

But jret, all these restnunta notwithstanding, there is, and aU 
ways has been, abundance of wickedness committed in this 
apostate world. They have murdered God^s servants, the pro* 
phets, whom the Lord has sent unto them, rising early and send- 
ing ; and diey have killed his Son, and his aposdes, and shed 
the Uood of thousands and milUons of his saints. So great has 
been their aversion to God! and so great their cruelty ! And 
by the many wars there have been among the nations, from the 
bepnning, the whole eardi has been filled widi blood. And 
fay cheating, and lying, and backbiting, and contention, &c. 
hateful and hating one another ^ innumerable injuries have been 
done to, and unspeakable miseries brought upon, one another. 
And as soon as ever mankind have their restraints taken off at 
death, without havmg any sin infused into their nature, they witt 
appear to be what they are— diey will feel and act like veryikvib. 

Buty in the mean while, by means of these restraints, many 
decehe themselves ; for our corruptions being thus capable of 
being restrained, and, as it were, stunned, and our lives of be- 
ing pretty weU regulated, to appearance, while our nature re- 
mains the same, and we £eeUng ourselves able to do considera- 
ble towards this— 4ience many are deceived, and take this to be 
real relipon, and think they did, and that others may convert 
themselves, with but comparatively little assistance from God's 
spirit : And truly so they might, if this was true religion, and 
conversion consisted in thus reforming our lives, and restraia- 
ing oar corrupdons : But, in conversion, our very nature must 
be changed, (II Cor. v. ir.)--^e native bent of our hearts must 
be turned, (EzeL xxxvi. 26.) ; and from this wc are naturally 
wholly averse : And hence anises the absolute necessity of a su- 
pernatural, irresistible grace, in order to our conversion ;— of 
which more afterwards. But to return. 

From what has been said, we see that we are natively (Uspo* 
ted to love ourselves supremely..«.to live to ourselves uldmate- 
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ly, and delight in that which is not God, wholly ; and that tfaii. 
disposition, by which we are, naturally, entirely governed, in 
all things, and under all circumstances, is in direct contrariety 
to the holy law of God, and is exceedingly sinful, and is the toot 
of all sin«*.«of all our evU carriage towanls God and man, in 
heart and life : So that, as to have a disposition to love God 
with all our hearts, and our neighbor as ourselves, is a radio^ 
conformity to the whole law— so this contrary disposition is a 
rascal contrariety to the whole law : Well, therefore, may the 
holy scriptures speak of sinners as being dead in ain^ and at er^ 
mity against God^ and, by nature^ children ofiurathj and repre- 
sent them so frequendy as being enemies to Gody (Eph. ii« 1> 
3— -A^m.viii. 7, and v. 10 — ^11. Cor. v« 18-— 20.) ainoe, by 
(X>mparing ourselves with the holy law of God, we are found ta 
. be, infactj natively so, in the temper of our minds : AjiditwiU 
be forever in vain for mankind to plead notguiUy^ since the law 
of God is what it is^ and we are what we are ; for^ by the law« 
iy which is the knowledge of sin^Yi^ evidently steaaad condemned 

Here it may be objected^ ^^ That we are, natively, w others 
^^ wise than God makes us ; and if, dierefore, we are natively 
^^ sinful, God made us so ; and, by consequence, is the author 
^ ofsin^ But this objection has been already obviated ; for, as 
has been observed, God only creates the naked essence of our 
souls....our natural faculties...^ {k>wer to think, and will, and to 
love, and hate ; and this evil bent of our hearts is not of his nuh 
kingy but is the spontaneous propensity of our own wills ; he 
we, being bom devoid of die divine image, ignorant of God, 
and insensible of his glory, do, oiour own accord, turn to our* 
Relvesy and the things of dme and sense, and to any thing diat 
suits a graceless heart, and there all our affections centre ; from 
whence we natively become averse to God, and to all that which 
is spiritually good, and inclined to all sin : So that Uti^po^tioe 
corruption of our nature is not any thing created by God, but 
arises merely from a privative cause. 

Here it will ht objected 2L^n^ " That it is not consistent with 
^ the divine perfections to bring mankind into the world under 
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^ sach sad and unhappy ciicumatances." — But who art tkou, 
man^ that repUest against God f Shall the thing formed seof unto 
him that formed ity Why hast thou formed me thus ? It is bias- 
phemous to say, that it is tiot consistent with the divine petfeo 
lions to do what God, in i act, 'does. It is a plain matter of 
facty that we are bom into the world devoid of the divine image, 
ignorant of God, insensible of his infinite glory : And it is a 
plain matter offixct^ibaX^ inconsequence hereof, we are natively 
disposed to love ourselves supremely, live to ourselves uldoiate- 
ly, and delight in that which is not God,- wholly : And it is 
plain, to a demonstration, that this temper is in direct contrari- 
ety to God's holy law...«is exceedingly sinful, and is the root 
of all wickedness. — Now^ to say it is not consistent with the di- 
rihe perfections that mankind should be brought into the world, 
B8, IN fact, thpy are, is wickedly to fly in the fece of our al- 
migb^ Creator, and expressly enlarge him with unrighteous- 
ness ; which, surely, does not become us. If we cannot see 
into this dispensation of divine providence, yet we ought to re- 
member, that God is holy in all his ways^ and righteous in all 
his works^ and that the judge of all the earth always does right, 
I do not mean that things are therefore right, merely because 
God does them ; for if they were not right to be done, antece- 
dently to his doing of them, he would not, he could not do them : 
But I mean, that when it is aflain matter of fact that God does 
such a thing, we may thence conclude that it is most certahily 
right for him to do 60,althou^we cannot understand How it is. 
We ought to remember that he is infinite in his understanding, 
and, at one comprehensive view, beholds all things, and so can- 
not but know what is right, and what is wrong, in all cases ; and 
his judgment is unbiassed... .the rectitude of his nature is per- 
fect : be cannot, therefore, but do right alwap, and, in all in- 
staneea, govern the world in righteousness. But our minds are 
narrow and contracted — ^we are but of yesterday, and know noth- 
ing ; and besides, our judgments are biassed through our mean 
thoughts of God, and high thoughts of ourselves ; and hence 
we may be easily mistaken : Especially, in diiscase, our minds 
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are sadly biassed, and it is almost impossible! for us to consider 
the matter with a spirit of disinterested impardalit}' : And these 
coifsiderBtions ought to check our rinng thoughts, and midce qb 
lie down in the dust before the great, and righteous, and good 
Governor of the world, with humble silence, even although we 
cannot understand his ways ': And I beKeve that a humble dis- 
position ofheart would lay an effectual foundadon for us to 
come to be satisfied in this matter— 4t being our mean thoughts 
of God, and high thoughts of ourselves, wMch bCnds our minds 
ihat we cannot see, and disposes' us to quarrel with our Oeaior, 
and find fault with the Ruler and disposer of the world* It is 
true, that the holy scriptures consider mankind as being what 
they are, and say but little about the way in which they dune to 
be in sucb a condition : And there is good reason for it ; for 
it is of infinitelyf^reater importance that we should know "^hat 
a condition we are in, than how we came into it : And it is a 
foolbh thing for us, and contrary to common sense, to lay the 
blame any where but upon ourselves, since we are voUniarUy 
such as we are, and really love to be what we ar&— <do not sin- 
cerely desire to be otherwise, but are utteriy averse from it.— - 
But yet the holy scriptures say so much about the way of bur 
coming into our present condition, as might fully satisfy our 
minds, were not our judgments biassed ; for from them we 
learn, that man was made upright...,was created in God* 9 imager 
and, by rebelling against his Maker ^ brought a curse upon himself 
and allliis race....Gtn. 1. 27 — Eccle. viu 29 — Rom. v. 12— .19. 
There we read, that by one man^ sin entered into the world-^ 
that by one man*s disobedience^ many were made sinnere'^''-Muit 
by the offence of one ^ judgment came upon all men to condemMh 
tiofu Adam was created in the image of God— it was connatu- 
ral to him to love God with all his heart, and this would have 
been our case, had he not rebelled against God ; but now we 
are bom devoid of the divine image — ^have no heart for Goct— 
are transgressors from the womb....^ nature children of wrath. 
And if any should enquire, ** But can it be right that Ad- 
"am*s sin should have any influence upon us ?" 
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I answer — It is a plain case that it actually has, and we may 
depend upon it that the Judge of all the eaitli always does right. 
And besides, why might not God make Adam our public head 
and representative, to act in our room, as he has since, for our 
recovery, made bis oiun Son our public head and representative i 
m,..Rom* v. 12— *2U He had as much rights power^ and author^ 
ity for one as for the other : and was not Adam as likely to 
remain obedient as any of us Should have been, and, in some 
respects, more likely? His natural powers were ripe; he stood 
joot only for himself, but for all his race ; — a whole world lay at 
jBtake : And if he had kept the covenant of his God, and se- 
cured happiness to all his race, should we not forever have 
blessed Gbd for so good a constitution ? Never once should 
we have questioned God^s rlglit and authority to make him our 
public head and repjresentative, or have thought that it did not 
become his wisdom and goodness to trust our all in his hands. 
And if we jshould thus have approved this constitution, had 
Adam never sinned, why might we not as jusdy approve 
it now, if we would be but dbinterestedly impartial ? It is the 
same, in itself, nowy that it would have been ^^....every way 
as holy, just, and good. — ^^ Oh, but for God to damn a whole 
world for one sin !" But stay-«<loes not this arise from mean 
thoughts of God, and high thoughts of yourself I O, think who 
the Lord is ! and what it is for a worm to rise in rebellion 
against him ! and how he treated whole thousands of glorious 
A/i^A for their fir^t sin ! and then, think how God drowned 
the old •worhL,J:i\xnit So(hm.^..2Lnd of the dreadful things he in* 
tends to do to the impenitent at the day of judgment ! and 
learn, and believe, that sin is an infinitely ^eater evil than we 
naturally imag^ne^ 

But I must return to my subject, for it is not my present busi* 
ness so much to show how ive came into tliis condition^ as plain- 
ly to point out what that condition isj which,we arc actually in» 
As to th^, the whole scriptures are very plain ; but especially 
the lawy by which is the knowledge 0/*^*^, clearly discovers what 
..our case is, andt bcyond^spute, proves that aU are under sin. 
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And having already, by comparing ourselves with the law, 
found out what our nature is, I proceed to make some furdier 
observations, in which I design greater brevity. 

4. Fromwhathasbeensaid, we may learn that thevery best 
reUgious performances of all unregenerate men are, compleidy 
considered, sinfd^ and 99, odious in the sight of God. Hey 
may do many things materially good^ but the principle^ end^ mi 
manner of them are such, as that, complexly considered^ what 
they do is sin in the sight of God : For sin is a tremsgresskn 
of the law* But, 

(1.) The law reqxiires all mankind to do every duty out' of 
love to God, and for his gloiy : But sdl unregenerate pefsohs, 
directly contrary to law, do every duty merely out <^love td 
themselves, and for self-ends ; and so, are guilty ofrebelBm. 

(2.) The law requires all mankind to do every duty out of 
love to God, and for his glory : But aH unregenerate persons 
do every duty merely out of love to themselves, and for 6et& 
ends ; whereby they prefer themselves^ and their interest; abof^e 
Cod and his glory ; and so, are guilty of spiritual idolatn/m 

(3.) The law requires all mankind to do every duty from love 
to God, and for his glory : But all unregenerate persons do ev- 
ery duty merely from self-love, and for self-ends ; and yet hyp* 
ocritically pretend to God, that they love and obey him ; aiid so, 
are guilty ofmociing God, 

(4.) 'Hie law -supposes that God infinitely deserves to be 
loved with all our hearts, and obeyed in every thing, and that 
our neighbor deserves to be loved as ourselves ; and that, there- 
fore, if we should yield perfect obedience in all things, yet we 
should deserve no tlumks : But all unregenerate persons make 
much of their duties, though such miserable, poor things ; and 
so, affront God to his veryface^ 

Upon theseybwr accounts^ their very best performances art 
done in a manner directly contrary to the law of God, and so are 
sinful, and therefore odious in flie sight of God : (Prov. xw 8, 
and xxi. 27 — Rom. viii. 8 — Psalm Ixxxvnu 36^ 37.) As is the 
tree, so is the fruit-— as is the fountain, so are the streams ; and 
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OB 18 4he man, so arp his doings^ in the sight of God, who looks 
at die heart, (Ma. xii. 33, 34, 35,) and judges not according 
to appearance, but judges righteous judgment ; and with whona- 
xnany things, that are .lughly esteemed among men, are aboml- 



And if their b^st religious performances are thus odious iix 
the sight of God, it is certain that they cannot possibly, in the 
otttureof things, have the least tendency to make amends for 
their past sins, or recommend them to the divine favor ; but 
rather tend to provoke God still more : So ths^t it is not of him 
that mikj nor afhim that rtmsy but 4?f God that shoxvs mercy* 
Nor is there the least hope in the sinner's case, but what arises 
itom the sovereign mercy of God % whereby he can have mercy 
4in whom he tvillhave mercy ^ and have compaosion on whom he 
tvill haoe compa89ion..:Baau iz. 15, 16. 
: True, some, being ignorant of the law, and of our entire 
contrariety to it, have fimcied a goodness in the sinner's duties ; 
and hence have persuaded themselves that there are promises 
of special grace made to them : — ^Not that there are any prom- 
ises in scripture, of that nature ; for the scripture every where 
considers us as being, while unregenerate, dead in sin....E\)h. 
Urn I'^Enemiee to God*^.Rom.\\ 10 — ^IL Cor. v. 17 — 20-* 
CoU i* 21— yea, enmity against him^..Kom* viii. 7 — and so 
£Eur from any true and acceptable obedience to God, as that we 
are not J nor can be subject to the law, and so cannot please God 
••• Jlom# mi. 7, 8— and every where represents such as being 
under the wrath ofGod..*Uhe curse of the !aio^ and a present 
condemnation....Jolm iii. 18, 36— Rom» i. 18 — ^Gal. iii. tO: 
But the real groimd of their opinion is, their ignorance of the 
sinner's sinful, guilty circumstances, and their fond conceit that 
there is some real goodness in what the sinner does : both wliich 
are owing to their ignorance of the law,* and of the nature of 

* It isiYUinifest that this notion o£the promises, of which Pclagiut was 
the author, and which, was condemned for heresy ahove 1300 years a^jo, 
didi with him, and does, with his followers, take its ri<»e, originally, from 
their ignors^ce of the nature and meaning of the moral law . But yet some 
food men may have heen huidvertently led into this error by the torce of 
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true hoUne8s...«i?0m. vii^ 8> 9^— iRom« x« 3. An wilt owti^Uiat 
if Mimera' duties are such as I have represented, k is absord; 
and even inconsistent with the divine perfectionS| that promiBes 
of special grace should be made to them. 

It is true they refer to Mat. xxv. 29....To him that hathj akat 
begivau But that text evidently speaks of the final rewards 
which shall be gi\'en to the godly at die day of jadgmetit ; when 
all the unregenerate shall, with the shthjul servant^ he cast irO^ 
outer darkness. They quote also Mat. vii. 7....Ask and ym 
shall receive^ &c* But the condition of this pronuse 1w» never 
yet performed by an unregenerate sinner : For this etsUng is 
meant right asking / for those who ask amiiSy receivfe nothmg 
....jfames iv. 3. Sight asking of grace, supposes rigki desires 
of it ; but the unregenerate are, in the habitual temper of their 
hearts, directly contrary to grace and all spiritual good, and en^ 
tirely so, as has been proved : But to have gemdfle desires af- 
ter a thing, and a perfect contrariety to it, in the whde heart, al 
the same time, is an express contradicdon« The reason dnt 
sinners many times think that they love holiness, and desire 
heartily and sincerely to be made holy, is, that they, being i^ 
norant of the nature of true holiness, have framed n false image 
of it in their own fancies. Did they but distincd3r know the 
very thing itself their native contrariety to it could no longer be 
hid....i?om. vii. 8,9. So the Pharisees thought they loved God, 
and loved his law ; although, at the same time, they perfectly 
hated the Son of God, who was the express image of his Father, 
and came into the world to do honor to his Father's law. They 
had wrong notions of God, Mid of his law. 

Ob J. But this tends to drive sniners to despair. 

Ans. Only to despair of being saved by their own rigfateotis* 
ness, which they must be driven to,or they will never submit to be 
saved by free grace through Jesus Christ...^om. vii. 8, 9, and x. 3. 

education. I believe men's hearts may be sometimes better than their 
heads : but when a false scheme of relif^^ion does perfectly suit a man*s 
heart, and express the temper of his mind, then, no doubt, he is grmceless 
....II. John ix. and John viii. 47. The above notion of the promwts per- 
fectly stfits a self-righteous heart. 



DI9PlHGinSHt1> 7A0M ALL COUNTERV£ITft. 179 

Obj« But, if these things be true^ there is not any motive to 
excite a poor sinner to reform^ or pray^ or read^ or do any thmgi 

Aks. fijr which it is plain, that a sinner cares not a jot for 
God, and will not go one step in religion, only for what he can 
get : and if such a sinner had ever so many motives, he would 
only serve himself, but not serve God at all. And what eiv- 
couragement can God, consistent with his honor, give to such 
an one, since he merits hell every moment, even by his best dii* 
ties, but only that which St. Peter gave to Simon Magus ? Acts 
viii. 9St,*.,Repent^andpray to Godyifi?B.KADVEsrvKEthe wick- 
edness of thy heart nuy be forgiven thee. 

Obj« But this way of reasoning will make sinners leave off 
seeking and strivings and sit down discouraged. 

Ans. Not if sinners are but eifectually awakened to see how 
dreadful damnation is ; for a bare who can tell? will make such 
resolve to run, and fight, and strive, and beg, and pray, till they 
die ; and if they perish, to perish at God's foot : And as for 
others, all their courage arises from their not seeing what wrctch- 
cd) nuseraUe, sinful, guilty creatures they are ; and so must 
-be.daidied to pieces, sooner or later, in this world or the next, 
whenever their eyes come to be opened. And if God ever, in 
this wcHld, shows them what they are, they will thereby per- 
-oeive what danger they are in : and noxv a mere who can tell ? 
will make them also resolve to run for eternal salvation, till their 
veiy last breath. It is best that false confidence should be kill- 
ed i and diis way of reasoning does not, in the least, tend to hurt 
any other: It is best that sinners should know the worst of 
their case ; and this way of reasoning does not tend to make it 
a{q)ear a jot worse than it is. 

Obj«. Butwhatgood does it do for sinners to be in such earnest 
to reform^read^watch^pray^ run^ fight^strive, as for their lives^ 
since all ihey do is sin^ and God will have mercy only on whom 
he will have mercy. 

Aks. (1 •) It is less sin to do these things, than not to do them. 

(9.) Sinners never will be in such earnest, only when God 
cosnes to awaken and convince, and so to make theip eflPeaua)^ 



)80 T&U£ &JCUOIW DXLINSATll), AKD 

ty sensible of the dreadful «tate they are in ; audit is not any 
discouragements that can keep them finom being in auch came^t 
then^ so long as the least hope appears in their ease. Other 
people care but litde about eternal things^ and do but very litd$ 
in religion, but what education, custom^ the Suhion^ and dieir 
woiidly interest, excite them unto. Most people tinnk it so 
easy a thing to be saved, as that they lookuponsuch greatcoat 
cem and earnestness as perfect frenzy. 

(3.) This great earnestness of awakened Mnnersmakeatbem 
try their strength to purpose ;-whereby they come tobe taq)W]p 
mentally convinced that it is not in their hearts to love <iod, be 
sorry for sin, or do any thing that is good ; whereby, the bif^ 
conceit they used to have of their ability and good Mture is 
brought down, and they feel and find that they are enemies to 
God,*and dead in sin : and hereby a foupdadon b laid for them 
to see the jusdce of God in their damnation^ and so thereasoor 
flbleness of God^s having mercy only on whom:he wBi have 
mercy : And thus, the law, though it cannot pve Sps^ yet b a 
scJiool'master to bring men to Christ : And thus the main :good 
the awakened sinner gets, by going to this school^moMter^ is eC> 
fectually to learn his need of Christ, and of the free grace of 
God through Yiai....Rom. vii. 8, 9*.:GaL iii. 2i-^M:. This is 
the great end God has in view, and this end all the sinner's eai> 
nest strivings are well calculated to obtain. 

5. From what has been said, we may learn the nature ofm 
saving conversion^ and the manner wherein it it wrought Ca^ 
version consbts in ourbeing^recovered, from our present stnfid^ 
ness, to the moral image of God ; or, which is the same dui^g^ 
to a real conformity to the moral law : But a conformity to the 
moral law consbts in a disposition to love God supremely^ five 
to him ultimatcl}', and delight in him superlatively— -and to love 
our neighbor as ourselves,...and a practice agreeable .thereto : 
And therefore conversion consists in our being recovered from 
what we are by nature, to such a disposition and practice* . 

And now, in order to such a glorious renovation and reoove* 
ry, God, by hb spirit, sets home the law uiK)n the sinner's betat. 
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tansing turn to see and feel, to purpose, just how he has lived, 
and what he is, andwhathede8eiTes,andhowheislnthehands 
of a sovereign God, and at his disposal ; whereby- the hindran- 
ces which were in the way of his conversion, are, in a sort, re- 
moved. Rom. vii. 8, 9..../br without the hnv^ sin was dead : 
For IwasoEvevnthautthelawtmce; but when the command* 
ment came^ sin revived^ and I died : And then God, who com^ 
manded the Hght to shine out of darkness^ shines in the hearty and 
gives the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
yesus Christ.n,.!!* Cor. iv. 6. And now a sense of the glory 
of God -and (Uvine things being thus imparted to the soul fay die 
spirit of God, and the sinner being rsused up from spiritual 
death to spiritual life, does return home to God through Jesus 
Christ, venturing his soul and immortal cohcems upon the free 
grace of God, and through him gives up himself to God, to be 
fais forever — to love him supremely — ^live to him entirely, and 
delight in him superbdvcly, and forever to walk in all his wap : 
and hereby, at the same time, the mah's'heart begins to be ha« 
bitually framed to love his neighbor as himself, with a disinter- 
ested impardality ; and dius an effectual foundation is laid for 
universal cxtcmnl obedience, and diat from genuine principles. 
And as the divine life is thus begun, so it is carried on in the 
soul much after the same manner. The spirit of God shews 
the believer, more and more, what a poor, sinful, hell-desen*ing 
wretch he is in himself, and so makes him more and more sen- 
sible of his absolute need of free grace, through Jesus Christ, to 
fmrdon and to sanctify him. He gnnvs in a sense of these 
things all his days ; whereby his heart is kept humble, and Christ 
and free grace made more precious. The spirit of God shews 
the beBcvcr, more and more, of the infinite glory and excellen- 
cy of God, whereby he is more and more influenced to love 
him, live to him, and delight in him with all his heart : and, 
by the whole, his heart is framed more and more to love his 
neighbor as himself : And thus the path of the just is liie a s/ii' 
ning lights that shines more am! more, to the perfect day^ (Prov. 
iv. 18.) ; only, it must be obser\*ed, that die spirifs operations. 
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after conversion, mre attended with twodi&reQces,arudiigfiom 
two causes : — (!«) From the dtffmrU Mtate of the mfafect 
wrought upon. The believer not being under the law as a cov- 
enant, is not, by the spirit, filled with those legal terrors arising 
from the fears of hell, as heretofore he was....i?am. vin, 15-; 
but only is niade sensible of his renuuning sinfulneia, and -the 
nnfulness and desert of sin, and of God's- fatheiiy diqileasure ; 
and hereby his heart is hunnbled and broken : • Indeed^-hereby 
•he is many times filled with unspeakaUe anguish and bmenicss 
of souL His sins are ever before his eyesy and his bones .wax 
old through his roaring all the day long,»..Psaim'xaaiL Sj-wai 
IL 3. He is troubled....he is bowed dotm greatly. ...hegoesmmin^ 
ing all the day ib/i^.—Psalm xzxviii. 1 — 6, But these siwa* 
kening, convincing, humbling, mourning, purifying tioMs;- al« 
ways end in peace and joy, and rest in God — attended wilfa-:a 
greater degree of tenderness of conscience and holy watchful* 
ness, and followed with bringing forth more iruit.«*./teAii scvii. 
1 1, and cxxvi. 5, 6. — Rsalm xxxii. 5, and lxxiiijd5--M.-i-y0iAvi 
XV. 2, — IL Cor. vii. 10, 1 1. — Heb. xii. 1 l.*<-^o^.'ii. 6, 7, 14, 15. 
(2.) From the different nature of the subject wrought upon. 
The believer not being under the full power of sin, and at per« 
feet enmit\* against God, as once he was, hence does not resist 
the spirit with the whole heart, while he takes down the power 
of sin, as heretofore he did ; but has a genuine disposition to 
join in on God's side, and say, ^^ Let me be efiectually weaned 
^^ from the world, and humbled, and made holy and heaventfr, 
<^ and be brought into an entire subjection to God in allthings, 
^^ though by means and methods ever so cross tp flesh and blood : 
*' Let me l)e stript naked of all worldly comforts, and let Sfamd 
(^ curse, and all outward evils and inward anguish of heart come 
^^ upon me, if nothing else will do. Here, Lord, I am in Ay 
^ hands ; chasten, correct, do what thou Mrilt with me, only kt 
^^ sin die-^in, thine enemy, the worst evil, and dief greatest 
*^ burden oimy soul."....i?o;«. vii. 24.-1— IL Cor. iv. 8, 9, 16.— 
James i. 2.^^Psalm cxix. 71^-^Heb, xii. 9. Andhe is notonly 
thus willing that God should, by any methods, take down the 
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power of sin m the heart, but also joins in with the methods of 
cfivine grace, and, by watching and praying, and by fighting and 
striving, seeks the death of every corruption : And from his 
thus joioing in on God's side against the ^esh^ he is said, in scrip- 
ture, to crucify /^«..Gal. v. 24— -and to work otU his own saha^ 
lr0n«...Phil.ii. 13. 

. From what has been said under this head, we may see that 
a saving conversion dijBfers very much fix>m the conversion of 
fhcae four sorts of men :-*(lO The worldly hypocrite ; who 
makes a profession of religion..-doe^ many things..-appears 
sealouft, and pretends to be a good man, merely from woridly 
considerations, and to be seen of men....^Jb^ xxiii. 5. (2«) 
The kgal hypocrite ; whose conversion is nothing else but a 
leaving oiF his vicious practices, and turning to be strict and 
. conscientious in external duties, in hopes thereby to make 
amends for his past sins, and recommend himself to God ; and 
ao escape hell, and get to heaven....^0m« x. 3. (3.) Theevoju 
geUad hypocrite ; whose conversion was nothing else but this : 
'-^e was awakened to see his sins, and terrified with fear of 
hell, and humbled, in a measure, but nbt thoroughly....but great 
light broke into his mind, and now he believes that Christ loves 
him, and has pardoned all his sins, and so is filled with joy and 
seal, and is become quite another man ; but, still, has no 
grace....il&r. xiii. 20 — Heb. vi. 4 — IL Pet. ii. 20 : These 
usually either fiill away to carnal security, or, being puffed, up 
with [»ide, turn enthusiasts. (4.) The wildj blazing enthusi' 
met ■ w hose conversion all arises yrom imaginary notions. He 
has an imaginary sight of his sin«...his heart...*the wrath of God 
«..;of hell and the devil, and is terribly distressed: and then 
he sees Christ in a bodily shape, it may be on the cross with 
his blood running, or, seated on a throne of glory at his father's 
right hand— he sees a great light shining all round him.«..hears 
the angels sing««..sees visions....hears voices....has revelations, 
and thinks himself one of the very best saints in the whole world, 
though, in truth, he, by scandalous practices, or heretical prin- 
ciples, or both, soon appears to be seven times more a child of 

A A 
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the devil than he was before ; However, m his own condal; 
he knows infidlibty that he is rig^ and all the world camiQitcoti* 
vbce him to the contrary : Yea, he b fit, at once, to be a^liun* 
tster, though ignorant of the first principles of religion ; he is 
inspired by God, and whoever likes him not is an enemy to Jei 
sus Christ, he doubts not at all. These are the tares tlie d^ 
vil'sows, by means of whom the wayis of God are evil spoktt 
o£«..Jjbt. mu 3d— JI. Cor. ». l^^^-^-I. Tim. i. T. 
' Now these several sorts of religion, 'the true and the fiJte; 
growing up from these apreral roots, do all receive a d^fieretft 
nourishment, according to their cUfierent nature; through wfakh 
nourishment diey grow and increase ; and through the want of 
which they decay. The goodnum^ the greater sense be has of 
God^s infinite glory, as he has revealed himself in the kw^ and 
in the gospel, so, proportionably, does his rdigion flourish and 
grow: in all its various branches, and shine with a heavenly huh 
tre r The worldly fypoerite lays out himself most ihre l i p ott» 
when there are the most to observe and applaud him : The Its 
gal hypocrite^ when his conscience is most terrified with tii6 
thoughts of death, judgment, and eternity : And the evdf^feBad 
hypocrite has his affections raised, his love, and joy, and seal, 
in proportion to his snpposed discoveries of the love of Christ 
to him, in particular, and sense of the glories of a (fancied) heav^ 
en : And, finally,/^ Uazing etfthusiast is more Or less lively in 
religion according as he has dreams, hears voices, has impres* 
sions and revelati<»8, and is applauded by his party. And, ac- 
cordingly, those (Ufierent sorts of religion will grow anddirive 
the best under such di£ferent sorts of preaching as suits- tbnr 
several natures : And men will ciy up those ministers most, 
whose preaching and conduct agree with their liearts the besL 
Mic iv. S,...For all people vMwaUk^ every oneinthe nameofha 
God: And true believers tviU xvalk in the name of the Jjomib 
their God. 

6. From all tfiat has been said, we may learn that aainberit 
naturally disposed to resist the spirit of God with all Ids mghi, 
when he comes to awaken, convince, and humble him«.«itotilie 
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liowB diepower of sin in his besot, and turn him to God.*- 
Confenion conusts in our being recovered from the sinfulstata 
we are in, by na^urei to a real conformity to the divine law ; i. 
e. in our being recovered from a diapoftition to love ourselves 
si^remely, live to ourselves ultimately, and delight in that which 
isnotGod wholly.— and a practice agreeable to this disposition ; 
.^-to a di^Kisition to love God supremely, live to him ultimate- 
ly, and delight in him supeilatively, and to love our neighbors as 
Qurselve8,.«and a practice agreeable thereto ; i. e. in other words, 
in our being recovered from one disposition, to another direcdy 
oomraty to it^-^even so contrary, that the first muH die» in or- 
der to the other^s existence. This disposition, friom which we 
are. to be recovered, is not any habit contracted merely by cusr 
torn, which might more easily be parted with ; but it is connatp 
airal to us a disposition rooted, as it were, in our very nature, 
and which has the full possession of our soids, and the entire 
government of our hearts ; — in a word, a disposition which wp 
in every respect perfecdy love, and which we perfectly hatp 
should be ever crossed, and which yet must be slain, or we nev- 
er converted. Now, if ever a sinner be recovered frx>m this , 
(^8po8ition, it is evident it must be against the very grain of his 
heart : his heart, therefore, will make the utmost resistance it 
possibly can. 

. If we were entirely renewed ia an instant, without any prc^^ 
xaaia strivings of the spirit, then,.indeed, there would be no room 
nor time for resistance ^ but, otherwise, the heart will resist ; 
If there were the least disposition in our hearts, contrary to our 
natural disposition to love ourselves supremely, live to ourselves 
ultimately, and delight in that which is not God wholly, it might 
join in on God^s side*. Jx sincerely desirous that God would slay 
the enmity of our hearts. ; but there is not : The carnal mind i^ 
wholly enmity against Godp— is not subject to his law, nor can 
be ; and so the whole heart will make resistance. If the dis- 
position, to which we are recovered in conversion, were not so 
direcdy contrary to our natural disposition, as that our natural 
disposition must be slain, in oxxler to the very being of that, t^ic 
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nuner's opposition might not be so great ; bat, when aH dnt b 
within him is (firecdy crossed and going to be killed, all that it 
within him iirill oppose and resist, till slain. We are, bf nabot^ 
wholly in thejieah and cfter the flesh : According to a tcriptilr» 
phrase, that which is korn of the fleshy is flesh ; and, by coaveri 
sion, we are to become spirit.... That which is horn of the spirit^ 
is spirit. But iht flesh and the spirit are, in scripture, repre^ 
sented as being contrary the one to the other : yTiM fleshy then*, 
of its own accord, become spirit f No, surely : for iht flesh hu^ 
eth against the spirit ; u e. is wholly averse from it,and set agaiint 
it : so that there is no other way but for the flesh to be crucified^ 
with the affections and lusts : But the flesh perfectly hates this 
death, and therefore will resist with ail its might.,.JRxmk. viii; 
7, 8 — ^John iii. 6— Gal, v. 17 — ^Rom. vi. 6. * 

• As the truth of thb point is thus evident, fromi the teased 
and nature of diings, so it is farther confirmed from oMistailt 
experience : For, let any man read the Bibk with attention, and 
he may plainly see that the very thing which God has aWnya 
been aiming at, in all the external means he has used widi hii 
professing people, in every age of die world, has been to recoiveir 
them to a conformity to his holy law^ in heart and life ; i. c. t6 
recover them from a disposition to love themselves supremely, 
live to themselves ultimately, and delight in that which is not 
God wholly, and a practice agreeable thereunto, to a dis« 
position to love God supremely, live to him ultimately, and de- 
light in lum superlatively, and to love their neighbors as them- 
selves« and to practise accordingly : For on these two commands 
hang all the law and the prophets. And we may abb 
plainly see, that God^s professing people have always nraiuibst- 
ed the greatest aversion to hearken to the law vend to the proph- 
ets ^ and so to die to themselves, the world, and sin ; and thus to 
give up themselves to God, to love him, live to him, delight in 
him, and walk in all his ways. God sent all his servants, the 
prophets^ to the children of Israel, rising early and sending; 
but they always hated their words, and so stopped their cars, 
and refused to obey : yea, they fell into a mge at them, and, in 
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theor riige, they mocked theni....they scourged thein«...the7 
boimd diem...«theyiinprt8oneddiein....the7 stoned them....they 
•awed them asunder, and made the rest wander about in deserts 
and mountadns, and in dens and caves of the earth, in sheep* 
skina and goat-skins, destitute, afflicted, tormented«...Zrr^. xi. 
S5*— 38 : And when God sent his well-beloved Son to call a 
wicked world to return home unto htm, they said, Comey let us kill 
ftimv..,M9L zxL 33—39. And when Christ sent his apcstles to 
carry the glad tidings of pardon and peace to the ends of the 
earth, and call all men to repent and be converted — ^to return, 
and love, and serve the living God, both jfews and Gentiles con- 
apired together against them, and killed them-^ust as the ten 
iribea killed the messenger whom Rehoboam sent unto them, 
to call and invite them to return to their former allegiance....!. 
Kings xii. 18. Therefore, says our blessed Savior to the Jews, 
who pretended great love to God and to the law, and mightily 
to honor their prophets, Tou are like wfuted sepulchres ; ycu 
^ffcar ouiwardhf righteous^ ha inwardly are /uU of ail hypocri^ 
0y and xukkedness. Tour fathers killed the prophets^ whom you 
pretend to honor ^ but you are full as bad as they were. Te ser* 
pent8....ye generation of vipers^hc. Wherefore^ behold^ Isendun* 
to you propliets^ andwisemen^ and scribes ; and some of them ye 
oliall kill and crucify y and some of them ye shall scourge in your 
synagogues J and persecute them from city to city. Jerusalem^ 
yerusalem, thou that killest the prophets^ andstonest them tliat 
ore sent unto theej how often would I have gathered thy children 
togetkefy even as the hengathereth her chickens under her wings^ 
mndye would not !...Mat. xxiii. 27 — ^7. From all which, 
aodung can be plainer, than that diis rebellious, Gv^d-hating 
world always have been set against a return to God, and been 
disposed to do all tliey could, to render all means incflectual. 
Wdl might St. Stephen, therefore, say unto the Jews as he did, 
in Acts vii. 51....2I? stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and 
earSy ye do always resist the holy Ghost : as your fathers diJ^ 
so do ye: nor had they any reason to be angry with him therefor. 
And as all, who have enjoyed the external means of grace, 
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havt thus beai disposed to hate the light....shut theur eyef.^- 
stop their ean, and refuse to hear, and been utterly o|q>osedta 
H return to God ; so this is evidendy the case with all whoB\ 
God has inwardly wrought upon by his spirit — as all knoWt who 
have ekher had any experience themselves» or have candidly 
observed the experience of others : And^ indeed, itmust.be 
so ; for the very same temper which will make men resist the 
outward^ will also dispose them to resist the inufor^ m^ai^s o( 
grace. For the holy spirit teaches and urges the veiy. aami; 
iMngs that JUoses and the prophetSy and ChriH and hb 4^9ik^ 
teach and urge, and pursues the same end ; and will, therefore, 
of consequence, meet with the same opposition and resiatance« 
from the very same quarter. This is the ctmdemna^i^l^tM. 
light has come into the worlds and men love darkness rfdhet than 
Ugkt^ because their deeds are eviL..He that dqth fvUfu^teUi th^ 
light....John iiu 19, 2a That light which will discovar me&2s 
evil deeds, and shew them their fiallen, sinful, guilty, hd^fis^ 
undone condition...,and so spoil all their woridly, can^d coram 
forts, the very idols of their hearts....and also kill their legale 
self-righteous hopes, which is all the awakened and concerned 
•inner has, to his own sense and apprehension, to depeiid.upQa 
«*— that light which affects things, which are so directly cross id 
the inward temper of the sinner^s heart, he will naturally bedis» 
posed to hate....shut his eyes again8t..«flee from and resist wid& 
all his might ; and that whether it comes from the extemaltesA^ 
ings of the word, or internal teachings of the spirit ; Yea, 
so long as there is the least reminder of corrupdon left in be* 
lievers themselves, it will hate to die, and struggle with all its 
might to keep its ground — ^yea, and to recover its former do* 
minion : Rom. vii. 23. .../^^ another law in my membersyxvar* 
ring against the law in my mind^ and bringing me into captivity 
to the law ofsin, which is in my members : Yea, it implies aoon» 
tradiction to suppose corruption can in any case be wiUii^ id 
die ; for every temper in our hearts naturally loves to be gnMi- 
ified and pleased, and it is a contradiction to suppose it can, at 
the same time, be willing to be crossed and killed»—GaA \\ IT* 
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Ob J. But da not awakened ahmert earnestly desire to repent of 
mridbe humbled fir their sins^ and to morUfy their corruptions^ 
4mdio give up themsehes to God, to love and live to him ? And 
do theff not earnestly pratf fir the dimne spirit to assist them so 
todo? How can they then tetSsposedfOt the same timejto mate 
such mighty resistance. 

Am. (!•) Awakened sinnen see themselves in great danger, 
and they dierefare earnestly desire and seek after 8elf-{>reserva« 
tion ; and tiiis is plainly owing to nature, and not to any grace 
or goodness in their hearts. Psalm Izvi. 3... Through thegreaU 
nets qftky power, thine enemies stAmit themsehes unto thee; i.e, 
Ihey ^ign a submission, but they are thine enemies. — (2.) That 
which moves them to desire to repent* be humbled, &c. is, they 
hope by these means to make amends for their past sins, and 
ingratiate themselves into the fevor of God....i?0iR. x. 3. ; L e* 
merely from selfJove, with pure hypocrisy, they would impose 
upottGod: For (3.) after all their pretences, desires, and pray- 
ers, dieir nature and temper is just what it used to be ; and 
were they butdelivered firom the fears of hell, and left at full 
liberty to follow their own inclinations, they would live as vi- 
tiously as ever they did.— ^4.) Yet they pretend to love God, 
and would ftdn have him believe them sincere, and arc ready to 
ei^wct acceptance for what diey do,and to think it hard if God 
should not accept them. Now, if it was the work of the spirit 
of God, to buildup such a sinner in this hypocriucal, self-right- 
eous way, he might be disposed, while under his fears and ter- 
rors, to concur and ftdl in with the spirit's influence ; and all 
mierdy from self-love and for self-ends : But if the spirit of God 
goes about to bring home the law in its strictness, and shew such 
a sinner the very truth, that he does not love God, nor desire 
to^.^diat his desires, and prayers, and tears, are all hj'pocritical.... 
diat he is still dead in sin, and an enemy to God....that he de- 
serves to be damned as much as ever he did....that God is at 
Uberfy, idl his duties notwithstanding, to reject him....that be 
lies absolutely at God^s mercy ; now he will hate the light, shut 
his eyes against it, quarrel at it^ and resist it with all his might. 
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It is exceedingly hard for the poor sinner, whfen he begins to be 
awakened, to part with a vain life, and vain coinpanions....hn 
carnal ease and comfort, and all vicious courses — to make resti- 
tution to those he has wronged in name or estate, and givelum- 
self to reading, meditation, and prayer, and to a serious, morti* 
fving way of living : he cannot bear the thoughts— -would fain 
contrive an easier way, or else delay, for the present, so mourn- 
ful and tedious a work : But when, by the dreadful fears of 
hell and eternal damnation, he has been brought, after much re« 
luctance and unwillingness, to a forced consent to all diis, ho- 
ping thereby to appease the divine wrath and procure the divine 
favor — ^now, to have all his self-righteous hopes dashed and 
confounded, by a sight of the badness of his heart, by seeing he 
has no love to God....no sorrow for sin.:'..no inclination to be 
holy, but averse to God and all that is good, and that all his for- 
ced goodness has no virtue in it...thathe is yet under the whole 
guilt of ail his sin....under condemnation of the law and the wrath 
of God.,..dead in sin....an enemy to God....absolutely at God^s 
mercy ; — this, this, I say, is dreadful indeed, and far more cross 
to the very grain of the sinner's heart than all he ever met with 
before. Here, therefore, there will be the greatest struggle, 
and strongest resistance, before ever the sinner can, by the spir- 
it of God, be brought clearly to see and give into these things ; 
for all t!K se things are direcdy cross to the sinner's disposition 
to love himself supremely, and live to himself ultimately— -di- 
rectly cross to a spirit of self-supremacy and independence.— 
The sinner cannot bear that God should be so great and so 
sovereign, and himself so vile.. ..so littlc.so absolutely atmercy : 
it is a killing thing. When the commandment came, sin ren- 
ved, and I died : So that it is plain, that, notwithstanding all 
the awakened sinner's selfish desires and prayers, yet, in the 
habitual temper of his heart, he stands disposed to resist 
the influences of the divine spirit with aU his might. He is 
fio far from being willing to repent of his sins, that he is ut- 
terly unwillling to see and own his sinfulness — so far from 
cU'ftirin^i; to be humbled, that he is by no means willing to see 
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the cause and reason he has to be humbled-^-^o far from desi- 
ring to be made spiritually alive, that he will not so much as own 
that he. is spiritually dead — so far from desiring the gracious 
fofluences of the holy spiritto reconcile him to God, that he will 
xiot own that lie is an enemy to God...but would fain think that 
he heartily desires to love God, and stands ready to hate and 
resist that lights which would discover the enmity of his heart. 
He that doth evil, hateth the lights and flees from it, kst his evil 
€keds be discovered ; and, for the same reason, he that hath an 
evil heart hates the light and resists it, lest the badness of his 
heart be discovered. 

• 7. From all that has been said, we may learn that those in^ 
fiuencts oftlie spirit^ which will be sufficient effectually to awa- 
ken, convince, and humble the sinner, and recover him to God, 
must be irreaistible and mpematural. That the internal influ- 
ences of the holy spirit are necessary to recover sinners to God, 
.is so plidnly held forth every where in the Bible, that the iir- 
fniniane themselves do not deny it : But how much^ and what 
kind of influences are needful, is very much disputed. Now so 
much^ and such sort of influences are, beyond dispute, need/id^ 
ss will be sufficient effectually to answer the end^ and without 
which no sinner will ever be converted : This is self-evident. 
If sinners were so good-natured as to sec, and feel, and qwn 
their sinfulness, and the justice of the sentence whereby they 
stand condemned, and die to themselves, the world and sin, 
and return home to God, through Jesus Christ.. ..to love him, 
live to him, and delight in him forever, of their own accord, 
merely upon reading the Bible, and hearing the law and the 
gospel preached, then there would be no need of any inward 
influences of the spirit at all; or,if they were so good-natured 
.^ to be easily persuaded to do so, then some small degree oftlie 
inward influences of the spirit would do: But) Cm \i\Q fimt 
place^ they are altogether unwilling to sec, and feel, nnd own 
their sin and guilt, and the justice of their condemnation accor- 
ding to law, and entirely disposed to hate and resist the I'T^^iit, 

«8 hath but just now been proved, then they must be brought 

B B 
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to it by an all^onquering^ irresistible grace, or not at all : And 
if, in the second place^ the clearest sight and greatest sense a nat- 
ural man can have of what God is^ instead of making him appear 
infinitely glorious and amiable in the eyes of one whose heart 
is dead in sin, and diametrically opposite to the divine natiu^ 
will rather irritate comipuon, and make the native enmity of 
the heart ferment andrage, and become but the more apparent 
and sensiUe, as has been heretofore proved, then there must 
be a supernatural^ spiritual^ and divine change wrought in the 
heart, by the immediate influences of the spirit of God, whereby 
it shall become natural to look upon God as infinitely glorious 
and amiable in being what he is, and so a foundauon hereby 
laid for us to love him with all our hearts, and so sincerely to 
repent, return, and give up ourselves to him, to live to him, and 
delight in him forever ;-— I say, if these things be so,diere must 
be such a change wrought by the spirit ^f God, or not one sin- 
ner in the world wall ever be converted to God : and, therefore, 
that there b an absolute necessity of such influences of die spirit 
of God, in order to a saving conversion, is evident, toademon* 
stration, from the very reason and nature of things. God him- 
self must take away tlie heart ofstone^ and give an heart ofjleahy 
and write his law on our hearts.,..raiseusfrom the dead,...create 
us aneiu...*open our eyesy&c &c. according to the language of 
scripture : And these things God does do for all that are re- 
newed, and therefore they are said to be born ofGod..^to be born 
of the spirit..^to bespirituaL...to be madepar takers of the dhineno' 
ture. Sec. and God is said to ^vtfaithy repentance^^nd every di- 
vine ffcsiCC.Ezek. xxxvi. 26 — Jleb. viiL 10— JE/^A. ii. 1 — lO-^I. 
Cor^ iv. 6^^yohn u 13, and iiu 6— i?om. viii. 6, 9 — II. Pet. u 
4 — Acts v. 31 — fames L 17. 

8. From what has been said, we may learn to understand the 
doctrine of divine sovereignty in the bestowment of special grace 
for the regeneration and conversion of sinners. The scriptiu-e 
represents (iod as choosing some before the foundation of the 
ivoridy to be holij and to be his chiidren:,.B*fh. u 4, 5 — and teaches 
us that whom he did predestinate^ them he also calls...*atid whom 
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he calbythemheabojtutifies^umdwhovt he justifies^ them he also 
ghrtfies..**RQm^viiL 30— -and plainly inUmatcs that such as are 
given to Christy and ordained to eternal life^ believe^ and none oth' 
rr..».John vi«. 37, 39'-Ax:ts xiii.,48-— Rom. xi. 7 : And the 
scriptures teach us that God has mercy on whom he will have 
mercy J and compassion on whom he will have compassion... JRom. 
ix. 18 — and that, for the most part ^ he passes by the rich, and 
great, and honorable^ and chooses the meanest and most ignoble^, 
that no fiesh might glory in his presence....!. Cor. i. 26—29 : 
He hides the gospel from the wise and prudent^ and reveals it to 
babes ; and that because it pleases him so to do, and Christ rejoices 
in his sovereign pleasure herein^ as displaying his infinite wis- 
dDm....Mat. »• 25, 26. 

And now what has been said may show us the infinite rea- 
sonableness of such a procedure : For God, whose eyes nm to 
and (ro through all the earth, seeing all things as being what 
they are, plainly beholds and views the state and temper of this 
apostate world ; and let men pretend what they will, he knows 
theirhearts — he knows they do not love him, nor care for him 
— he sees all their hypocrisy, and their inward contrariety to 
him and his law, and how much they are setded in their tem- 
per....so far from repentance, that they will not so much as see 
their sin, but stand to justify themselves, insensible of their 
guilt, and insensible of their desert, hadng the light : He sees 
they hate to perceive their sin, and guilt, and desert, and to be 
humbled, and lie down at his foot, and be absolutely beholden 
to him ; and that they would make the utmost resistance if he 
should take them in hand, and gd about thoroughly to convince 
them, by his spirit, how things really are : Thus he views his 
apostate, rebellious creatures, and sees how sinful....how dead 
in sin....how contrary to all good, and how irreclaimable they 
are, and, upon the whole, how much they deserve eternal dam- 
Dati<». In the days of eternity, he saw just how things would 
be, beforehand ; and now, in time, he sees just how things actu- 
ally arc : In the diqrs of eternity, therefore, he saw that there 
would not be any thing in them to move him to have mercy on. 
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any ; and now, in time, he finds it to be the case : and yet he 
was pleased, then^ of his mere sovereign pleasure, to determine 
not to cast off all, but to save some — so, now, he is please^ to put 
his sovereign pleasure in execution ; and he has mercy on 
whom he will have mercy, and compassion on whom he will 
have compassion, and many times takes the meanest and vilest, 
that the sovereignty of his grace might be the more illustrious, 
and the pride of all flesh might be brought low, and the Lord 
alone be exalted : And surely such a conduct infinitely well be- 
comes the supreme Governor of the whole woild. 

Indeed, if any of Adam^s race were so well (Usposed, as, of 
their own accord, merely upon reading the Bible, hearing the 
gospel preached, and enjoying the common means of grace, to 
believe and repent, and to return home to God through Jesus 
Christ, they might be accepted, pardoned, and saved; nor would 
there be any room for, or need of sovereign grace : But God, 
who knows the hearts of all, sees that all the pretences of sinners, 
that way, are but mere hypocrisy, and that, at heart, diey are his 
enemies, and utterly opposed to a return. Or if there was any 
virtue to be found among any of the fallen race of Adam, ante- 
cedent to God's grace, this might move lum to have mercy upon 
one, rather than another : But he sees that all are entirely desti- 
tute of love to him, and entirely at enmity against him, wholly 
void of real goodness, and dead in sin, and that the only reason 
why some are not so outwardly extravagant and vicious as others, 
is, because he has, by one means and another, restrained them, 
and not because they are really better. And while God thus be- 
holds all aUke dead in sin, and, in the temper of their hearts, by 
nature, equally averse to a return to him, and views all as guilty 
and hell-deserving, there is nothing....there can be nothing, to 
move him to determine to show mercy to one, rather than anoth- 
er, but his own good pleasiu*e ; and therefore he has mercy on 
whom he will have mercy : he awakens, convinces, humbles, 
converts whom he pleases, and leaves the rest to follow thrir own 
inclinations, and take their own course, enduring^ with much 
l^ng'sujffering^ the vessels ofxvrath. 
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Let it be here noted, that many of those warm disputes about 
the doctrine of divine sovereignty, which have filled the chris- 
tian world, turn very mxidi ufon this point. All are agreed, 
that whosoever believes, repents, and returns to God, through 
Jesus Christ, shall be saved : All will, therefore, yield that if 
mankind, in general, were so well disposed as to return to God, 
through Jesus Christ, of their own accord, upon the calls and 
inviutions of the gospel, and only by the influence and help of 
those advantages which are common, then all might be saved ; 
nor would there be any need of, or room for, this sovereign, 
distinguishing grace : But if manVmd liave none of this dispo- 
sition, but are every way diametrically opposite thereto — if all 
the calls of the gospel, and common means and methods of 
grace will have no effectual influence upon them — if nothing but 
an almighty, all-conquering grace can stop them in their course 
of rebellion, subdue their lusts, and recover them to God ; — if 
this be the case of all mankind, then it is plain that nothing but 
the mere mercy of God can interpose and prevent an universal 
ruin : And it b plain that the sovereign Governor of the whole 
world b,in the nature of things, at most perfect liberty to shew 
this mercy to none, or to some few, or to all, just as it seems 
good in his sight : And since, from eternity, he foresaw just 
how things would be, from eternity he might determine what 
to do : So that the great question is. Whether mankind are 
naturally so entirely averse to a true conversion i For if they 
are, the reasonableness of the divine sovereignty must be ad- 
mitted in thb case ; and if they are not^ none will any longer 
plead for it : And what the natuiral opposition of mankind to 
conversion b, may be easily seen, if we consider what the true 
nature of conversion is, and compare their temper herewith : 
And what the true natiu-e of conversion is, may be easily known 
by considering the true nature of the moral law : — In a woid,if 
the law does only require what the Arminimis and Pelagians 
suppose, and religion be just such a thing, it is a plain case that 
mankind are not so bad, nor do they need such an irresistible 
grace : But if the law requires quite another sort of holiness. 
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and so true religion be qiute another sort of thing, even such as 
I have described, wluch lies so diametrically opposite to the nat- 
ural bent and bias aS our whole soub, it is a clear case 
that grace must be irresistible, and can proceed from nodi« 
ing but mere free mercy, nor result from any thing but the sove- 
reign pleasure of the most High : So that, in short, the whole 
dispute is resolved into this question — ^What does the law of 
God require, and wherein does a genmne conformity thereto 
consist i But of this more afterwards. 

And from what has been said, we may easily gather a plain 
and short answer to all the mighty cry about promises^ promt-' 
ses to the unconverted^ if they rvUldo a$ well as they can; for it 
is plain, heaven^s gates stand wide open to all that believe and 
repent, and return to God, through Jesus Christ«.«.^0/tit iii. 16 : 
and it is pbin, the wrath of God is revealed againstall who do 
not do ^v&^.John iii* 36 : and it is plain that there is nothing but 
die want of a good temper, together with the obsdnate perverse- 
ness of sinners, that hinders their return to God ; andthat^ there- 
fore, all their pretences of being willing to doas wella»diey cax^ 
are mere hypocrisy. They are so unwilling to return to God, 
or take one step that way, that they can be brought back by 
nothing short of an almighty power ; and are so far, therefore, 
from being entided to the promises of the gospel, that they are 
actually, and that deservedly too, under condemnadon by the 
gospel, (John iii* 18) and under all the curses of the law«..GdL 
iii. 10. " Take heed, therefore, O sinner, thou enemy of God, 
** when you pretend that you desire to repent and do as well as 
^ you can, that you be not found quieting yourself in a state of 
*^ estrangement fix)m God, hiding your natural aversion to God 
*' and holiness under fair pretences : And know it, if you do, 
** though you may deceive yourself by the means, yet it will ap- 
* pear, another day, before all worlds, and it will be known that 
^' you were an enemy to God, and would not be reconciled, and 
^< did but flatter him with your lips, and lie unto him with your 
" tongue, in all your seemingly devout pretences. You think 
" yourself good enough to have an mterest in the promises, but 
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^* infinite goodness judges you deserve to be numbered among 
^^ the children of wrath and heirs of helL....y0An iiL 18, 36.— 
*' Your high conceit of your own goodness is the foundation of 
«^ all your confidence, and both join to keep you secure in sin 
^* and under giult, and insensible of j'our need of Christ and 
^ sovereign grace....Zti^e v. 31-~£om. x. 3.^* Did sinners but 
Bee the badness of their hearts, they would be soon convinced 
that the promises are not theirs, but the threatenings ; and 
would feel and know that they have no claims to make, but lie 
absolutely at mercy.«.«I.u^ xviii. 13. 

9. And if it is nothing but the mere grace and sovereign good 
•pleasure of God, which moves him to stop sinners in their ca- 
reer to hell, and by his irresistible and all-conquering grace, 
and by the supernatural influences of his holy spirit, sub- 
due their stubbornness, take down the power of sin in their 
hearts, and recoyer them to himself : and if he does this 
for them, when they are at enmity against him, and are his open 
^enemies by wicked works, and so are altogether deserving his 
wrath and vengeance ;— I say, if this be the case, there is all 
reason to think, that he^ who ihxis begins^ will carry on the work 
to perfection. He knew how bad the sinner was when he first 
took him in hand..-how he hated to be converted, and how he 
would resist, and that his own almighty arm must bring salva^ 
tiop ; -and yet this did not discourage his first undertaking : 
. And he knew how the sinner would prove after conversion .••• 
just how barren and unfruitfuh^.just how perverse and rebel- 
lious, and Just how apt to forget God and turn away from him^ 
and that his own almighty grace must always be working in him 
to will and to do....P/i/Y. ii. 13. He knew all the discouraging 
circumstances before-hand, and his infinite goodness surmount- 
ed them all — ^and he had mercy on the \^ov sinner, because he 
would have mercy on liim, of his mere good pleasure, from 
his boundless grace, aiming at the glor^' of his own great name 
«...£/iA« i. 6^ And now, this being the case, we have ail reason 
to think that God will never alter his hand, or leave unfinished 
the work which he has begun j for ihcrcalways will be die same 
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motive from which he undertook the work, to excite him toca> 
ry it on — even the infinite goodness of his nature ; and he will be 
always under the same advantagi^s to answer the end he at first 
proposed, namely, the advancement of the glory cf his grace : 
And he will never meet with any unforeseen difficulties or dis- 
couragements in his way. We may, therefore, be pretty cer- 
tain, if really God begins this work, under such views and such 
circumstances, that it is with design to carry it on ; — as Samuel 
reasons in a parallel case : — I. Sam. xii. 22..../or the Lordxvill 
not forsake his people for his great name's sake ; because it hath 
pleased the Lord to make you his people: So that if the doctrine 
of the saints^ perseverance were not expressly taught in scrip- 
ture, yet, on tliis ground, we might argue very strongly for it : 
But that this is a doctrine plainly revealed in the gospel, we may 
learn from 3Iat. xiii. 23 — John i\\ 14, and x, 4, 5, 2r, 28 — I. 
John iii. 6, 9 — H^b. viii. 10, &c. &c. When St. Paul kept 
under his body, and brought it into subjecdon, lest he should 
be a cast-awcij^ (l. Cor. ix. 27.) he did no otherwise than he 
was wont to do in temporal concerns, in cases wherein he was, 
beforehand, c^r/«//2 of the event : So he sent word to the chitf 
Captain^ of the Jews lying in wait to kill him, lest he should be 
murdered by them ; although it was revealed to him from God, 

but the verv' night before, that he should live to see Rome 

Acis xxiii. 12 — 21 : So he would not allow the sailors to leave 
the ship in the midst of the storm, lest they should some of them 
be drowned for want of their help ; although, but a little before, 
it was revealed to him from God that not one of them should be 
drowned.... Jrr* xxvii. 23 — 31. And, indeed, it was his duty 
to do as he did, as much as if he had been at the greatest un- 
certainties about the event : So, although Paul knew that never 
a7iy thing should sepurate him from the love ofGod^ (Rom. viii. 
38.) — }et he used :ill possible endeavors to mortify his corrup- 
tions, lest he should be a cast-arvaij : And, indeed, it was his 
duty to do so, as much as if he had been at the greatest imcer- 
tainties about the event : And what was his duty, was also the 
dutjof all good men ; and therefore St. Paid, in his epistlcsyis 
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frequently exhorting all to do as he did ; and that in a perfect 
consistency with the doctrine of the saints^ perseverance^ which 
he also teaches : And as Paul's being certain of the event did 
not tend to make him careless in the use of proper means to 
save his natural life, but rather tended to encourage and ani- 
mate him, as knowing that he should finally succeed — so his be- 
ing certain of the event did not tend to make him careless, but 
to animate him, with respect to his spiritual and eternal life : 
And as it was with him, so it is with all good men,;t.i?^;7r, y'u 2 : 
For this is always the case, that certainty of success animates 
men, if the thing they are about be what they love, and what 
their hearts are engaged in ; but to die to themselves, the world 
and sin, and love God, and live to him, and grow up into per* 
fiect holiness, is what all believers love^ and have their hearts en- 
gaged after ; an absolute certaint}*, therefore, of perseverance 
has, in the nature of diings, the greatest tendency to animate 
them to the most sprighdy activit}". There are none but grace- 
less hypocrites that take encouragement from the doctrines of 
•Irte grace to carelfi^sness and sin....i?&m« vu 1,2. 

10. If this be the nature of a saving conversion— -if this be 
the nature of true holiness — if this be true religion, so contrary 
to flesh smd blood, and all the habitual propensities of nature^ 
then, 80 long as there is the least corruption left in the hearty there 
xuill, of necessity y be a continual conflict : Grace will continually 
seek the ruin of sin, through its contrariety to it, and hatred of 
it ; and sin will strive to maintain its ground — ^yea, and to re- 
gain its former dominion. The gracious nature delights in the 
law of God, and aspires after sinless perfection — the sinful na- 
ture hates the law of God, and strives to lead the man captive 
into sin : The gracious nature is a disposition to love Gocf si;- 
premely, live to him ultimately, and delight in him superlative- 
ly ; and this sinful nature is a disposidon to love self supreme* 
ly, live to self ultimately, smd delight in that which is not God 
wholly : and because these two are contrary the one to the othn 
eTy therefore the flesh will lust against the spirit^ and the spirit 

mgainst ^^/rM...»Gal v. 1 7. The gracious nature joins in on 

\^ c 



JKX) nUS EXLXGION DELINEATED, AKD 

God's side against all sin ; and while God works in the num t§ 
xvill and to doj he works out his own salvation withjear andtremm 
bling..^.vnih caution and circuin8pcction....with watchfulnesi 
and holy concern — laboring to die to himself, the world and sin, 
and be wholly the Lord's....PAi7. ii. 12, 13.. While the divine 
spirit is breathing upon his heart, and reaUsing to him the be* 
ing and perfections of God....the eustence akid importance of 
divine and eternal things, and is spreading divine light over hit 
soul, and is banishing selfish and worldly view&>and is drawing 
his soul to holy and divine contemplations, he feeb the divine 
influence....he blesses the Lord..,.he summons all within him 
Id engagedness....he pants after God : — ^ O that I might know 
^ him — that 1 might see him in his infinite glory ! (Psalm fadiii 
*' 1, 2.)—.0 Gody thou art my God^ early xvill I seek thee — my 
** sotd thirstethfor thee — my fiesh longethfor thee^ in a dry and 
^ thirsty land, where no water is....To see thy power and g-hry^ 

^ so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary* (Verse 8.) JUy 

** soulfoUoweth hard after t/iee* (Psalm Ixxiii. %5m)...JVhcM 
^* have I in heaven but thee ? And there is none upon earth /rf> 
^^ sire besides thee. O that I could, with my whole heart, love 
** thee forever, live to thee forever, live upon thee forever, and 
** never, never, depart from thee ! O that I could think for thee, 
^^ and speak for thee, and act for thee — at home and abroad, 
^ by day and by night, always live to thee, and upon thee !•— 
*' Here, Lord, I give myself to thee, to be forever thine.,..to love 
^^ thee and to fear thee, and to walk in all thy ways, and to keep 
^^ all thy commands ; and O that my heart might never depart 
** from thee ! But alas, alas, to will is present with mr....tohave 
^ a disposition to all this, and long for all this, and seek and 
** strive for all this, is easy and natural,y0r Idelight in the law 
*' of God after the inward man ; but how to perform Ifnd noU-^ 
^^ how to get my whole heart so to fall in, as that there shall not 
** be the least contrary temper, this is quite beyond me, for t 
*^ am still carnal^ sold under sin^.^have another law in my mem^ 
^ bers....h2LVc still the remains (of the flesh) of my native coo- 
^ trariety to Cod, and disposition to disrelish divine things \ 
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^aiid 80 am apt to £m^ God....to warp ofF from him» and to 
^ have selfbh and worldly views and designs secredy creep in- 
^ to my mind, and steal away my heart from God — and so am 
^daHy led into captivity. O diat sin was entirely dead — diata 
^ disposition to disrelish Gbd«...to forget him....to go away 
^ from him«..,to live without him, and to seek content in that, 
^ which is not Gvod, was entirely slain ! Oy wretched man that 
♦* laniy rvho shall deliver me ?*'...,Rom. vii. 14—24. 

If grace and corruption were not so contrary the one to the 
other.«..so diametrically opposite, there might possibly be an 
accommodation between them, and both quiedy dwell together 
in the same heart ; but now they are set for each other's ruin, 
and seek each other's destruction-— and, like fire and water, will 
never rest till one or the other be entirely destroyed... •Ga/. v. 17. 

If grace could be wholly killed, or corruption wholly slain, 
then the conflict of believers might wholly cease in this life ; 
but grace is immortal, Uke a living spring that shall never dr)*, 
(jfokn iv. 14.) — like a root that will ever grow, {Mat. xiii. 20^ 
9^) and Christ is always /Fiir^-zng- believers, that they may 6r/n^ 
firth more fruity (John xv. 2.) : So that he that is bom of God 
cannot sin as others doy (!• John iii. 9.)— cannot sin, but against 
the grain of his heart, the gracious nature continually resisdng, 
(Gal^y. ir«) ; so that it is certain, from the nature of things, 
that David and Solomon neither of them felt, in their worst 
frames, as graceless men do. Grace resisted within, (Gal. v. 
jr.) hating their proceedings ; nor did it cease inwardly to 
struggle and torment them, till the one cries out, My bones wax 
eld through my roaring all the day /an^...«Psalm Iii. 3 : For his 
sin was ever before Ms eyes,...FsBim xxxi. 3 : And the other. 
Vanity of vanities^ all is vanity andvexation ofspirit...Kcc\c. i. 2. 

Many stony-ground hearers^ who were once filled with light 
and joy, do, when their religion is all worn out^ and they lie 
deady and blind, and stupid, whole months and years together, 
cry, the best are dead sometimes ; and have recourse to David 
and Solomon : and many a hypocrite, whose religion is only 
by fits and psmgS) sometimes floated as the streets in summet^ 
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by a sudden shower, and then, in a few days, as dry as ever, d^ 
ceive themselves here ; and many take natmd conscience to 
be a principle of grace, and the war between that and ^eir cor* 
ruptions to be a gracious con&ct : But as all counterfeit reli* 
gions are specifically diflferent from th^ true, as has been alrea- 
dy shown, so, by consequence, their conflict is diflferent &xnn 
that which believers have, in its very nature. They fight, from 
different principles, and for different ends, and about different 
things, and in a different manner, just as their religions differ 
from one another. 

1 1 • If this be the nature of conversion and holiness, and the 
manner wherein they are wrought-^'^md if true religion be thus 
specifically different from all counterfeits, then maybeUevera be 
infallibly certain that they have true grace* A man cannot but 
perceive his own thoughts, and know what views h^ has, and ' 
be intuitively acquainted with lus own designs and aims ; so 
every man knows it is with him, as to the things of thb world« 
Much less is it possible that there should "be so great a change 
in a man^s heart and life, thoughts, affections, and actions,tas 
there is made by conversion, and yet he jcnow nothing about it. 
For a man to be awakened, out of a state of security in sin, to 
see what a sinful, guilty, helpless, lost, undone state he is in, 
^and yet not to perceive any thing of it, evidently implies a con- 
tradiction, and so is, in the nature of things, impossible : For a 
man to be brought to see God in his mfinite glory, so as to be 
disposed to love him supremely, live to him ultimately, and de- 
light iniiim superlatively, and yet not to perceive it, i. e. not to 
be conscious of his views and affections, also implies a contra- 
diction, and so is impossible : For a man to lose his selfish and 
worldly views more and more, from year to year, and die to 
himself, the world and sin-^-ond for a man to live a life of com- 
munion with God, perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord, 
and yet not at all to perceive it, is utterly im{50ssible ; for the 
mind of man is naturally conscious of its own exercises : So, 
from the nature of things, it is evident that grace is percepti- 
ble ; yea, in its own nature, it must be as perceptible as comip- 
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tion....love to God as love to the world....sorrow for sin assor« 
row for a£Uction....idmmg at God's gloiy as aiming at our own 
honor and interest : But if true grace be, in its own nature, 
perceptible, and if it be also specifically different from all coun* 
terfcits, it is self-evident that a good man may know that he has 
true grace.' I cannot see why, extraordinary cases excepted, a 
good man, who lives a life of communion with and devotedness 
to God, and in the daily exercise of every grace, may not come 
to know that he has grace. Surely he must be conscious of 
the exercises of his own mind ; for this is natural : And surely 
he may see the difference between his religion and all counter- 
feits, when the difference is so great and plain : so that, if the 
scriptures did not expressly teach us that assurance is attsunable, 
it is yet e videmly demonstrable from the nature of things. 

But the scriptures do plainly teach this doctrine, in II. Pet. u 
10 — I. yohn V. 13—1. yohn ii. 3, and iii. 14, &c. &c. — Besides, 
all those promises, that are made for the comfort and support 
of God^s people in this world, suppose that they may know that 
they are the people of God : for, unless a man knows that he is 
a child of God, he cannot rationally take comfort in those prom- 
ises which are peculiar to such. It is true, brazen hypocrites 
will do so, but they act very presumptuously. It is folly and 
madness for me to flatter mysolf that God has promised to do 
so and so for me, unless I know that I am one to whom the prom- 
ises belong : For instance, it is folly and madnes.s for me to be* 
lieve that .God will make all things work together for my good ^ 
according to that promise in Rom. viii.28, unless I know that / 
fow (iod; for this promise plainly respects such, and no other : 
But there are very many precious promises made to believers 
in the word of God, which are evidently designed for their com- 
fort and support. It is certain, therefore, that God thinks that 
believers may know they are such— without which knowledge, 
all these promises cannot attain their end. 

Besides, to suppose that to be a servant of God, and a ser* 
vant of the devil....to be going the way to heaven, and the way 
to bell.^.to be travelling in the narrow way, and to be travelling 
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in the broad way, are so near alike, as that even good mea them* 
selves cannot possibly know them asunder, and which way ibef 
are going, is, on every account, intolerably absurd ; nor couU 
the christian worid have possibly drunk in such a notioa 
but that true grace is so very rare a thing. 

I may here, by the way, just observe these three things : — U 
That the way for a man to know that he has graccy is not to try 
himself by faUibk signSy but intuitively to hoi into himself and see 
grace, A thousand signs of grace will not prove that a man 
has grace. Tliere is no sign of grace to be depended upon, but 
grace itself ; for every thing but grace a hjqxKrite may have 2 
And what grace, holiness, or true religion is, I have already en- 
deavored to show. — 2. That the way for a man to know that he 
has grace J is not to judge himself by the degree and measure of his 
religious frames cmd affections ^ or the height of his attainments ; 
but by the special nature of them : for as there is not any one 
grace but a hypocrite may have its counterfeit, so hypocrites 
may rise as high in their religion as any true beUever does in fus. 
Was Elijah, the prophet, jealous for the name and worship of 
the true God, and against false religion ?...So was Jehu : and he 
appeared as full of zeal, and more courageous, and did greater 
exploits. There was scarcely a more zealous saint than Elijah, 
in Old'Testament times ; but yet Jehu, that hypocrite, made a 
much greater show and noise— seemed to be fuller of zeal and 
courage, and actually did greater exploits, setting aside the mir- 
acles which God wrought by Elijah, (I. Kings xviii. and xix« 
chap. — II. Kings ix. and x. chap.) And we do not read of one 
saint in all the Bible that fasted in a constant way, twice cveiy 
week, as the Pharisee did, (JLuke xviii.) And there is not one 
saint in all the Bible that ever did, externally and visibly, any 
higher acts of self-denial, than to give all his goods to feed the 
poor^ and his body to be burnt ; and yet St. Paul intimates that a 
man may do this, and still have no grace in his heart....I. Cor. 
xiii. 3 : It is no certsdn evidence, therefore, that a man is a good 
man, because he has a great deal of religion — more than the 
most, and full as much as the best — yea, nK>re than any in all 
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die countiy....yea,or in all the whole world ; for, in Jehu's time, 
there was not perhaps, for a while, one like him upon the face 
of the earth : A man, therefore, cannot know that he is a good 
man, by the degree of his religion, but only from the special na^ 
ture of it : And wherein true religion specif colly differs from 
all counterfeits* I have already shown. — 3. Since grace is» in its 
own nature, perceptible^ and specificaUy different from all coun« 
terfeits, there is no need of the immediate witness of the spirit^ in 
order to afidl assurance* If the spirit of God docs but give us 
ft good degree of grace, and enlighten our minds to understand 
the scriptures, and so to know the nature of true grace, we may 
then perceive that we have grace ; and the more grace we have, 
the more perceptible will it be, and its difference from all coun* 
terfeits will be the more plain : And if a believer may know and 
be certain that he has grace, widiout the immediate witness of 
the spirit, then such a witness is altogether needless, and would 
be of no advantage : but God never grants his spirit to believ* 
ers, to do things needless and to no advantage ; and therefore 
there is no such thing as the immediate witness of the spirit in 
this affair : And besides, it is plain the scriptures every where 
direct us to look into ourselves, to see whether we love God and 
keep his commands — to see whether Christ, in his holy nature, 
be formed in us— to see whether the spirit, as an enlightener 
«nd sanctifier, dwells in us, and influences and governs us ; but 
never once directs us to look for the imtnediate witness of the 
spirit, in order to know whether we have grace. 

Obj. But the text says expressly^ The spirit itself beareth 
witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God....i?om. 
viii* 16. 

Ans. But the text does not in the least intimate that the spir« 
It witnesses immediately. The spirit bears witness ; but how ? 
The spirit makes it evident that we are the children of God ; 
but in what way ? By immediate revelation ? No ; the scripture 
no where telb us to look for such revelations, or lays down any 
marks whereby we may know which come from God, and 
trhich fix>m tiie deyiL How then does the spirit make it m* 
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dent that we arc the children of God, and by what witness doei 
he make it appear ?...Not by telling us that we are children — 
the devil may tell h)T)Ocrites so ; but by making us children 
in the very temper of our hearts....hy giving to us much of a child- 
like frame of spirit towards God — a thing the devil cannot do, 
and so a thing by which we may certainly know. This holy, 
divine, child-like frame and temper of heart, whereby we bear 
the very image of our heavenly father, is God's mart, which, 
more or less conspicuously, he sets upon all the lamis of his 
flock. This is the seal of the spirit y (Eph. i. 13.) : For this is 
the earnest of our inlieritance^ (verse 14.) : It is eternal life be- 
gun in the soul, {jfohn iLviu 3.) This is called the witness of the 
spirit J because it is what the spirit worts in our hearts, and that 
by which he makes it evident, that wc are the children of God— 
' the design of witnesses being to mate things evident : And, in- 
deed, this is the only distinguishing mark that God puts upon 
his children, and the only thing wherein they differ from -all hyp- 
ocrites — and is the only evidence the scripture directs them to 
look for and expect, and without which all other evidences are 
just good for nothing....iUtif. vii. 24 — 27 — John xv. 2 — ^L 
y^Anii, 3, 4, and iii. 6—10. 

And this being the case, we may see how much out of the 
way those are, who think and say that it is a sin for them to doubt 
the goodness of their state, because of their badness^ and because 
they can see no grace in their hearts : " For," say they, ** that 
" would be to call God's truth and fsuthfulness into question.... 
^ who has, by his spirit, immediately assured me of his love and 
" my salvation — just as if the immutability of his purpose de- 
*^ pended upon my good frames : No ; I must do as Abraham 
** did, whoy against hope^ believed in hope ; so, though I sec no 
** grace in my heart, or signs of any, yet I must believe my state 
" is good, and that I shall be saved. It is not my duty to look 
*^ so much into my own heart — I shall never be the better for 
*^ that ; but I must look to Christ, and believe, and never doubt: 
** for the spirit of God did, at such a time^ assure me of Christ's 
^^ love to me...and I knew I was not deceived...and it would now 
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** be a great sin in me to doubt — ^it would be giving the lie to 
*^ Christ and to the holy spirit,'^ 

Hgw sad a delusion arc such poor sinners under, who dare 
not believe the holy scriptures, for fear they shall sin, which ev- 
ery where aBsui;^ us, that unless we are holy in heart and life, 
our faith is vain, and we in a state of condemnation ; and teach 
us that we oug^t to be no more confident of our good state, than 
in proportion as our sanctiiication is evident ! How sad it is that 
they should attribute all their doubts to carnal reason or the de^ 
vily which, indeed, are but the secret dictates of their own con- 
sciences, and are so agreeable to the word of God ! What a 
dreadful spirit is this that thus leads them off from the word of 
God, and so blinds their minds that they cannot understand 
it, nor dare believe it ! Surely it can be no other than Satan 
transformed into an angel of light. • 

* Obj. But the teriptureforbidt doubting. Mat. xiv. 31....0 thoa of littU 
faith» wherefore didst thou doubt ? 

Ans. In that text, Christ d«es not blame Peter for doubting hifl state, 
but for doubting he should be drowned. 

Obj. But Cbritt upbraided them vtitb tbeir unbelief..., Mnrk xvi. 14. 

Ans. He did not blame them for not believing they were in a good state, 
but for not believing that he was risen from the deaid. 

Obj. But Abraham it commended, in that against hope he believed in 
h€fpe....Bum. iv. 18. 

Ans. But the thing to be believed, and hoped for, was, that he should 
bave a ion, which he had good grounds to expect : So this is nothing to 
the purpose. 

Obj. But St. Paultayt, we walk by faith, and not by sight.. ..II. Cor. v. 7. 

Ans. That is, in all their conduct, they were governed by a realizing be« 
lief of unseen things, and not by things seen and temporal....II. Cor. iv. 18. 
It was not Paul's way to lie dead whole months and years together, nor 
was he ever driven to sueh a strait, as to be forced to believe himself to be ' 
in a good state, without sufficient evidence. 

Obj. Butt what is not of faith, is sin.. ..i?om« xiv. 23. But doubtt ariie 
Jrom unbelief, 

Ans. 1. If any man does not believ^ that it is lawful for him to do some 
particular act, and yet ventures to do it, he sins — he acts against his own 
conscience : This is the plain sense of the text, and so this text is nothing 
to the purpose, 

2. An hypocrite's doubts are wont to arise from unbelief, i. c. from his 
not stedfastly believing the immediate revelations which he had frcm the 
devil, that hie tine are pardoned. The devil tries to keep him quiet, but 
sometimes his conscience is a little awakened, and then he fears and doubts 
he is deluded ; and now the devil tries to make blm believe that it is a sin 
to doubt. The devU would fain make him believe all is wall, i. e. believe 
at a venture, without a thorough search and trial, and without sufTicicnt 
evidence. 3. It it 

D D 
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Alas! alas! How.doesjtheGodofthis world blind the minds 
of diem that believe not 1 Some firmly believe that there is no 
such thing as a good man's knowing that he has grace ; and so 
they contentedly live along, not knowing what world they arc 
hastening unto....to heaven or to hell ; but thty.hope their state 
is good, and hope their hope is well grounded, but k?iotu not but 
that their hope is that of the hypocrite ; Yea, they are not wil- 
ling to believe there is any such thing as knowings for that would 
make them suspect that they are wrong, and that true religion 
is something they never had ; which, if it be the case, yet they 
are not willing to know it. They hide themselves in the darki 
They say, There is no light ] And will not believe that a good 
man may know that he has passed from death to Ufe\ While 
others^ from the very same principle, viz. because they hate the 
lights firmly believe that it is a sin to doubt; and.so will nevet^ 
dare never, call their state into question, and thoroughly look 
through the matter : both are equally rotten at heart, and so 
equally hate the light, although they take different methods to 
keep from it ; and the devil does his utmost to keep both fast 
bound where they are* 

3. It is a sin for a true believer to live so as not to have his evidences 
clear ; but it is no sin for him to be so honest and impartial, as to doubt, 
•when, in fact, his evidences are not clear ; It is a sin to darken his eviden- 
ces ; but it is no sin to see that they are darkened : It is a sin for a man« 
by rioting and drunkenness, to make himself sick .; hut it is.no sin to feel 
that he is sick ; or, if there be grounds for it, to doubt he shall die. We 
may bring calamities upon ourselves by our sins, both outward and inward^ 
and our calamities may arise from our sins ; and yet our calamities have 
not the nature of sins, but are rather of the nature d punishments. It is sin, 
in believers, which lays the foundation for doubts : it is sin which is the 
occasion of their doubts ; but their doubts are not sins any the more for 
this. Some seem to suppose that every thing which is occasioned by sin, 
is sin ; but there is no truth in their supposition. It is not a sin for un- 
converted people to think thcmsllves to be unconverted ; and yet that 
thought of themselves is occasioned by sin— for their Jieing unconverted is 
their sin. 

Obj. But believers arc exhorted to hold fast their confidence.. ..J5fe^. iii. 6. 
And it is said^ verse 14.... For we are made partakers of Christ, if we iiold 
the beginning of our confidence stcdfast unto the end. 

Ans. That is, their confidence that Jesus is the Christ, together with a 
true faith in him, as is manifest from tlie whole context. Nor is.any thing 
more absurd than to say, that men shall be made partakers of Christ, \^ they 
hold fast their confidence of their good state, which is what many a hypo- 
crite does, and that to the very last.... ilfo*. vii. 22^tuke xUi. 25, 26, 27- 
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Happy the true belicvfer, who is made impartial by divine 
grace ! It is a recovery to God and holiness that he is after : 
a confidence that his sins lire pardoned, without this^ would be 
but a poor thing. If he obtains this, he gets what he wants ; 
and if not, he feels himself undone : nor can he flatter himself 
that he has obtained it, when he has not : And this he makes 
his only evidence of God*s eternal love, and of his title to eter- 
nal glory ; and believes his state to be good, no farther than this 
gocs..^.AIat. viu 21 — ^27. 

Thus I have gone through the^rst use^ the use of imtruc^ 
tion : and thus we see how a right understanding of the law 
will set many of the important doctrines of religion in a clear 
and easy — in a scriptural and rational light. By the laiv we may 
learn the primitive state of man, and how low we are fallen, and 
to what we must be recovered — and so, by consequence, how 
averse we are to a recovery....what grace we need to recover 
us — and so, by consequence, that we must be saved by sovereign 
grace, or not at all r whence the reasonableness of the saints' per- 
severance appears ; and, from the whole, the nature of the chris- 
tian conflict and the attainaUeness of assurance are discover- 
ed.— -And I will conclude this use with two remarh i 

Remark 1. If the law requires what, I think, I have proved it 
does, and a conformity to it consists in what I have before descri- 
bed, then all the other particulars do necessarily and most in- 
evitably follow : Such was the image of God in which Adam 
was created, and such is our natural depravity, and such are the 
best duties of the unregenerate, and such is the nature of conver- 
sion, and our aversion to it, &c. \ so chat, if my first principles are 
true, then the whole scheme is, b^*ond dispute, true also. — And 
what are my first principles ?.... Why, that to love God with all 
our hearts, and our neighbors as ourselves, is originally the ve- 
r>' essence of religion ; and that the grounds upon which God 
requires us so to do, are to be the motives of our obedience. 
He requires us to love him supremely, &c. because he is su- 
premely glorious and amiable, and because our additional obli- 
gations to him are what they are : 'He requires us to love our 
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neighbors as ourselves, because the/ are what th^ are, and 
stand in such relations to us. With a perfect moral recutude 
of temper, influenced and governed by trttth^-p*by the reason and 
fitness of things, he would have us love and glorify him as Gop, 
i« e« as being what he is i and love and treat our neighbors as 
being what they are ; And is not this evidently the meaning of 
the divine law I 

Remark 2« If the law, as a rule of life, be so abated and aU 
tered, as that now it only reqmres us, merely from a principle 
of self-love and for self-ends, sincerely to endeavor to love God 
and keep his commands, and aim at his glory— and if the law, 
as a covenant, be disannulled, and such an obedience be substi- 
tuted in the room of perfecUon,as a condition of eternal life, or 
as a condition of oiur interest in Christ, then^t||M( contrary to all 
that I have Isud down is most true and certain : For let the pri- 
mitive state of man be what it would, it is plain we are not en- 
tirely destitute of a conformity to this new lawy much less dia- 
metrically opposite to it in the natural temper of our minds.*«.nor 
are our best duties, while unregenerate, sin ; it is plain, con* 
version is another and a much easier thing, and that we arc not 
so entirely averse to it, and do not need irresistible grace, nor 
lie at God's sovereign mercy, Scc.^ All these things, and many 
more such-like, are plain, if the good old law is thus altered and 
abated, and thus disannulled — if tlie new law reqiures no more, 
and this be the condition of eternal life, or of an interest in 
Christ ! So that, if any are disposed to disbelieve what have 
been laid down as consequences, and to build upon another fii- 
bric — if they will be consistent with themselves, they can lay 
no other foundation than this, viz. To destroy the law ; which 
I have before proved to be aCTmpossible as to destroy the na- 
ture of God ; because the moral law necessarily results firom 
the divine perfections, and our obligations to conform to it are 
infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, as the nature and perfections 
of God himself* 

And, therefore, I think, we may conclude, with the greatest 
certainty, that this foundation, viz. that the law is thus abated 
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and altered, is but sand; 9iid that the fabric biult upon it will not 
stand. If the law had required us to love ourselves supi^me- 
ly, and live to ourselves ultimately, and to have endeavored to 
love God and our neighbors only to answer our own endsr— 
then this sort of refigipn would have been right.-^Did I say 
right P No ; it would not be right, being unalterably contrary 
to the very reason and nature of things ; nor could such a law 
have been possibly made by a God, who loves righteousness, and 
hates iniquity : But if this was right — if this was religion, it is 
plain mankind have the root of the jnattcr in them \ for they are 
all naturally inclined to love themselves supremely, and live to 
themselves ultimately ; and so would not need to be born agairiy 
to have a new naiure'-^hc old nature would be sufficient ; they 
would only need to be convinced that it is for their interest to 
endeavor to love God and do their duty, and merely self-love 
would make them religious, in order to answer their own ends ^ 
But if the law never has been thus abated and altered, then this 
religion is reaUy no religion at all— -nothing but mere hjrpocri- 
sy, and of a nature diametrically opposite to true holiness. On- 
ly let it be clearly determined what the nature of the moral law 
u^ and there will be a final end put to a hundred controversies. 
Here is a man, he reforms his life a litde, and joins with the 
church — he prays in his family, and sometimes in his closet—* 
and, for the most part, it may be, he is honest in his dealings, 
and civil and sober in his behavior ; and this is his conversion 
••••this is his religion : And now he pleads that conversion is a 
gradual thing, because his was such— and that a man cannot 
know when he was converted, because that is the case with him 
—that there is no need of irresistible grace, because he knows 
that it is a pretty easy thing to cAvert as he has done — and he 
hates the doctrine of divine sovereignty, because he never felt 
any need of a sovereign grace to save him — and he holds fall- 
ing from grace, because his religion is as easily lost as gotten : 
But does he know that he has any grace, after all ? No, no, that' 
is a tlung (says he) none can know : He believes the holy spir- 
it assists him ; but he is not sensible of his influences, or of any 
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he^ from hii^^aay more than' if he had none: He believes he 
loves God, and is a true saint at heart ; but he does not feel any 
more love to God, or grace in his hearty than if there was none 
tliere*— and die reason is, because there is none : But being se- 
cure in'sin, and it being for his wordly interest to* make a pro- 
fession of religion, he now sets up for a good man : For rvith^ 
out the iarv sin is deady and so he is alive without the law.„» 
Rom. vii. 8, 9. And now those doctrines and that preaching 
which are calculated to detect his hj^pocris^y, and awaken him out 
oTliis security, he hates and cries out against : And if any seem 
to experience any thing further in religitta than he has, for that 
f ery reason he condemns it all for delusion : But he pretends 
mightily to plead up for moraility and good works, though, in 
tmth, he is an enemy to all real holiness. TWs is the course 
ci^many ; but some are more sincere, and strict, and conscien- 
•tious in their way. 

But let men be ever so sincere, strict, and conscientious in 
their religion, if all results merely from self-love, Ae slavish 
fears of hell, and mercenary hopes of heaven, there is not, in all 
their religion, the least real, genuine conformity to die moral 
law ; — it is all but an hypocritical, feigned show of love andobe* 
dience ; — it is not the thing whicb the law requires, but some* 
thing of a quite different nature ; unless we lay aside Goid'sold 
and everlasting law, and invent a new, abated, altered law, which 
shall declare that to be right, which, in the nature of things, is 
unalterably wrong ; and by such a law, such a religion will pass 
for genuine :• But it is sad, when we are driven to invent a new 
knv^ to vindicate our religion and our hopes of heaven, since, at 
the day of judgment, we shallfind the old LnUtobt mfuHforcc. 

I am sensible that oZ^o/^VcRon will be sdways rising — ^*'But 
*' it is not just that God should require of us more than we can 
** do, and then threaten to damn us for not doing of it :** Just 
as if God may not require us to love him with all our hearts, 
merely because we are not suited with him; and just as if we 
were not to blame for being of such a bad temper and disposi- 
tion, merel}' bcciiuse wc are thoroughly settled in it, and have 
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mo heart to be othenrise ; just as if the worse .qny one :is, the 
less he is to blame— than which nothing can be more absurvL— - 
Truly, I cannot but think, that, by this, we arc so far from being 
excuspd, that, even merely fortius, we deserve eternal damna- 
tion : For what can be much worse than be so thoroughly se^ 
tied and fixed in such a bad temper of mind ?— But, notwith- 
standing all that I have offered to clear this point heretofore, I 
will add, that if it is not just for God to require any more ol .us 
than we can do^ i. e. anymore than we have, not only a natural^ 
but a fnoral power to perforjn*— then these things will neccsiia- 
rily follow : 

[* QC?* It ^^s been questioned by some whether the Author has expressed 
himself on this part of his subject with his usual perspicuity and correct- 
ness. If, by requiring ** more than we have natural or moral power to per- 
form.*' he meant only that more v.'?l% required, or was necessary, to procure 
the divine favor, than we have natural strength or moral di^positK/os X9 
perform, and that God might justly suspend his favor until this v.;iS in 
some way accomplished, his reasoning may perhaps be correct : But tf lie 
meant, as his words seem to import, that God might justly require ofv9, 
as a condition of his favor, what we have neither natural nor moral ]iow- 
cr toperforra, and, by requiring this, lay us ouderan obligation to perform 
a natural im]x>SBil)ility, then his reasoning is evidently unsound and iucon- 
clusive : For must not God*s law be founded in the reason and nature of 
things, and his demands, in every instance, be proportioned, not indeed to 
the moral, but to the natural power and capacity of his creatures ? The 
Author is himself a strenuous advocate for this principle, throughout the 
greater part of this.work. In page 95ih, he- remarks that *' all the pexfer- 
** tion which God requires of any of his creatures, angels or men, is a 
" measure of knowledge and- love bearing an exact proportion to their nat- 
•• urai powers ?" — But why in exact profnirtian to their natural. ptmcrs, if, in 
the nature of the case, it was not iniposiiible that their obligations should 
ever transcend these ]K>wers ? 

The Author appears to have been led into this mistake by supposing that 
v.'hatc\-cr was necessary to our salvation, God might justly propose to us, 
and require of us, as a condition of our salvation : But is<iot this whoUy 
to overlook the circumstances of the case ? Could an offer of salvation, up- 
on any comlitidns, have been made to fallen man, without the intervention 
of a Savior ? The language which God must necessarily have held to him, 
in these circumstances, was that of « r^hteous Judge, condemning him to 
everlasting death. A -law which could give life, or even propose life, was 
not admissible ; and it was not admissible for this plain reason, that no 
terms could be named which would be proper fur God to accept, and which, 
at the same time, the sinner was naturally able to perform. It is believed, 
therefore, that we should need both a Ucdeemer and Sanrtificr, although 
it were not just for God to require of us more than we have natural power 
to fulfil. — We should need a Kedeemer to make an atonement for us j — a 
work which we could never accomplishr nor be required to accomplish our- 
selves : We should need a Sanctifier, to renew our hearts, and restore us 
to the image of God — not indeed because we have no natural power to per- 
fonn this work ; for wt have this4)ower, and God requires lu to exercise 
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1 • That there was not the least need of Chris fs dying for us as 
our Redeemer : For, did we need hiin to make any atonemdit 
or satisfacion for our sins ?...Surely no : for God could not just- 
ly require of us more satisfaction for our sins than we were able 
to make ; for that would be to require more than we can do. 
— Did we need him to purchase the divine favor and eternal 
life for us ?...Surely no : for God could not jusdy require any 
more of us, as a condition of his favor and eternal life, than we 
ourselves were able to do. — Did we need him to purchase an 
abatement of the law ?...Surely no : for God could not, in his 
law, jusdy require of us more than we could do ; and we did 
not need to have the law brought down lower than this : Well, 
therefore, might St. Paul tell the Galatians that if righteousness 
came by the laWy then Christ is dead in va/;i....Gal. ii, 21 : For 
if our doing as well as we can, in the sense before explained, k 
all that righteousness that God can justly require, this alone most 
certainly would be every way sufficient for our salvadon : nor 
did we need a Savior any more than the angels in heaven ; for 
we have just as much power to do as as well as we can^ as they 
have to do as well as t/iey can : To say the contrar}-, is a contra- 
diction in express terms. 

2. Nor was there the least need that the holy spirit shouUhe 
sent into the xvorld^ to grant any inward assistance^ to encAk us 
to do our duty : For we had a full and perfect power to do all 
our duty, without any such assistance : for God could not just- 
ly require of us any more than we could do ; and every one is 
able to do what he ran, without any assistance. 

So that, if this principle be true that God cannot justly reqt&re 
of us any more than we can dgy it is plain we neither needed a 
Redeemer nor a Sanctiftcr : so that all the infinite pains which 
God has taken for our redemption and salvation, has beeti un- 
necessary and fruitless. To do as well as we could, was all 

it — ^but because we are totally depraved, and shall never employ our natu- 
ral faculties in returning unto God, until moved to it by the operations of 
his holy spirit. 

It will be seen that the exceptions taken against the Author's reasoning 
in this place, apply so far only as the question of naftira/ power is concerned.} 
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that would have been needful ; and this is stili as much requi- 
red as ever : So diat we are just where we should have been, if 
nothing had ever been done for us : So that this notiop entire- 
ly undermines and subverts the whole christian religioriy in sup- 
posing that all the extraordinary and wonderful provision there- ' 
in made for the salvation of sinners vras needless ; for if all was 
needless, then the whole is perfealy incredible — ^for it is incred- 
ible to suppose that God would do so much^ and such great things, 
when there was no need of it : so that this notion leads direct- 
\y to infidelity : Yea, if this principle be true, we may be cer- 
tain that the gospel is full of deceit ; for the gospel every where 
supposes sinners to have been in a helpkss^ undone state, and 
tiiat they might justly have been left so, and perished forever : 
and it every where represents it as owing entirely to the free 
grace and infinitely great goodness of God, that he sent his Son 
into the world to be a Savior, |md the holy spirit to be a Sanc- 
tifier i aU whichj upon this principle, is notoriously false : for 
we were not in a helpless , undone condition ; being able, of our- 
selves, to do £7//that God could jusdy require of us, in order 
to eternal life. Nor did we need to be beholden to God for 
his grace and goodness, his Son or his spirit ; being able, of 
ourselves, to do all that which he could justly require at our 
bands : Yea, upon this principle, the gospel offers the highest 
affront Xo human nature, in that it supposes us to be such vile, 
helpless, undone, guilty wretches, when, indeed, and in truth, 
we are not : And, therefore, so long as men really believe this 
notion, they cannot possibly but hate the doctrines of the gos- 
pel, and oppose them : and so, in fact, it has always been. 

To conclude, dierefore, since it is so evident from the Anr, 
and so evident from the gospel^ that we are sinful, guilty, help- 
less, undone creatures, had not we better give in to it, and come 
down, and lie in the dust, before the Lord, who knows what 
we are, whether we will own it or no ? Had we not better own 
his law to be holy, just, and good, and acknowledge diat we lie 
at his sovereign mercy, and be willing to be beholden to free 
grace, through Jesus Christ, for our salvation ; since we must 

£ E 
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do 8o^ or never be saved ? What will it profit us to fly in his 
face, and say, It is not just for lum to require more than wc can 
doy and then damn us for not doing f when all that he requircSi 
is only that we love God with all our hearts^ and our neighbar 
as oursehesj which,inthenature of things, is infinitely reason* 
able— and when all ourimpotency arises only from our raifiil- 
ness, and so, instead of extenuating our fault, only discovers 
how sinful we are. Surely, since all the world stand guil^ be* 
fore God, really guilty, and are so accounted by hinu we all 
had best to stop our niouths, and own the sentence just, by whidi 
we stand condemned, while it is a time of mercy : for who caa 
lell but God may.pity us ? 

lliere is but ohe way now left to evade the force of what has 
Jbeen said. To a strict demonstration, the law b not, and can« 
not be abated : there is now no way, therefore, but to deny tb»t 
there ever was such a law» Butthen, if Godbe idiat I si;qq)08e 
him to be, to a demonstration the law must be such tos : there is 
no way, therefore, but to deny that there is any such GodI WeU^ 
but if God be not what I suppose, what is he ? Why, wc may 
*ee the whole scheme, by the following objectionyin a few words. 

Obj. God is a being of infinite understanding and almighty 
power y perfectly disposed to seek the good and happiness ofhU 
creatures as his last end. He loves virtue, and rewards it^ 
merely because it tends to make them happy : He hates viccy and 
punishes ity merely because it tends to make them miserabk: AH 
he has in view^ in his commands and prohibitions — in hispromi* 
ses and threatenings, is the goody and nothing but merely thegood^ 
of his creatures ; yea, he esteems things to be virtuous, merely be^ 
cause they tend to make us happy...Mnd xnciouSy merely because 
they tend to make us miserable : And now, therefore^ if we look 
upon things as he does, and proseaute the same end^fwc boe 
and practise virtue with a sincere view to our own happiness, as 
our LAST END, WC do aU that God would have'us do. And ham 
can w^, if we weigh things, but most heartily andsincerehf bve 
so good a God....so kirui a fathtr, who so dearly loves ws^ and so 
tenderly seeks our good ? 
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Ans« True, if God were verily sttch an one^ the most wicked 
ttian in the world could not but love biin. Self-love would 
make k naturalr E*ven pubUcana love those who love them ; 
and are good to those who are kind to them.... ilia/, v. Did 
men firmly believe God to be such an one, they could not, in- 
deed, possibly be at enmity against him. SelfJove would not 
. admit of it : Men would not need any grace to make them love 
God X Nature would make them love hint : They could not 
but love him, so long as they love themselves. And now, if 
God, indeed, be such an one, I readily own^ there is no trutli 
in n^ whole scheme ; but, from first to last, it is all a mistake : 
for it is altogetiic::r built upon a suppo^tion that there is a God, 
tfa temper essaitialli/ different. 

But then I would ywrry,.if God be such an one....if he aims 
only at his creatiu^es' happiness, why does he ever inflict misery 
upon them ? If he means only to make them happy, why docs 
he ever make them miseraUe 1 Why did he drown the old 
T<;9Htf....bum «S^m...«and why does he damn sinners to all 
eternity ? 

It cannot be because yttftfctf requires it r for, upon this scheme, 
jmtice does not require it : For, upon this scheme, sin does, in 
Ktrict justice, deserve no punishment at all. 

A crime desen'es no punishment any farther than it is bhme- 
worthy : A crime is blame-worthy, no farther than we are un- 
der obligations to do otherwise. According to their scheme, 
all our obligations to be virtuous result merely from its tenden- 
cy to make us happy : * Upon their scheme, therefore, a sinner 

[• CT The#Ci6fmf whic^ the Authoriicre opposes, is that which founds 
the obligation to virtue, M^/jrupon the tendency of virtue itself to promote 
individialhappmess'— a scheme of perfect selfishness, andpregnant with all 
the absurd consecpiences which the Author has endeavored to attach to it. 
* There is another theory distinct from, this, and not liable to the same 
objectiont, which founds ova obligations to wrti/eupon its tendency to pro- 
mote public happiness, o» tKrgoodof God's creatures, collectively consid- 
ei«d. This theory, it will be recollected, the Author opposes in a mte, page 
31ft, where he more than intimates that our obligations to virtue arise, not 
from «6e mert vnii of God, nor from airy underuy in virtue to promote our 
<mh happiness, or the happmess of others, but whoUy from the tntri/uic 
^nwralfimen oftbingt, considered absolutely. But is there no difficulty in 
c<mc«iYi^ ofthe moral fitnue or ui^tne^e of things, aside from their ob- 
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IS to blame for his sins, merely because sin is cross to his own 
happiness, and tends to make him miserable f— 4here h noodi^ 
er evil in sin but this. This is the only reason why God-hstet 
it — ^is set against it, and disposed to punish it : This b the only 
reason why he would have them stvoid it ; and diis is the oflif 
reason they are to blame for it. No man is blame-worthy far 
sin any farther than he was under obligations to the tommy* 
All our obligations to virtue, according to them, arise froisi its 
natural tendency to make us happy : and, therefore, all die evil 
of sin must arise from its natural tendency to make us misera* 
ble : This misery, therefore, is exactly equal to the evil of sin ; 
for all the evil of sin arises from it, or rather consists in it ; This 
misery is all the evil of sin ; and this misery is, dierefoie, aU 
that renders sin blame-worthy, i. e. I am to blame for taking a 
course that tends to make me miserable : And wfay?*...Mere- 
ly because it tends to make me miserable ; for that reason, and 
for no other : Therefore, I am so much to blame, and no more, 
for what I do, than according to the degree of its tendency to 
make me miserable : This misery, therefore, which naturally 
results from what I do, is equal to my blame— ^md is, therefore, 
the worsts and all that I deserve ; for no crime deserves to be 
punished, any farther than it is blame-worthy.* And from the 

vious tendency to promote or hinder the happiness of the moral world ? 
True, it may be said that our perceptions of right and toron^ are wholly dis- 
tinct from those of bappinen and misery : But is it certain that they are 
wholly distinct from our perceptions of the natural tendency of right and 
'(vro/i^r to produce these dinerent ends ? Why does it appear right to do jus- 
tice between man and man, but because public and private happiness ev- 
idently require it ? 

Perhaps, however, upon a strict enquiry, it would appear that our oblt> 
gations to virtue rest not wholly upon any single principle ; but are {jound- 
ed upon all those considerations .which, according to various schemes, may 
be justly admitted as proper motives to virtuous action : such as the fnorel 
fitness of things — the tendency of virtue — the glory of God, and the authority 
of his law. To reduce all to a single principle, as difi'erent theorisu have 
done, is not only to exclude some motive which ought unquestionably to in- 
fluence our conduct, but to hold up those which are confused, if not unjust, 
instead of such as arc clear and determinate.] 

* Ob J. ** But are fioe not, according to their scheme, under obiigattotu rnvft- 
" i'-^^fiom the authority am^ command of' God ?** 

A NS. \Vc are, acconding to their scheme, under no obligations to regaid 
the authority uad co?fnnand of God at all ; only, and merely* and pnrdfy 
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whole, to a demonstration, it foUovrs^ that, upon dieir scheme, 
sin deserves no inflicted pain or misery, by way of punishment, 
•ver and above the pain or misery which results necessarily from 
UB own nature : And now, if sin does not deserve any such 
punishment, then justice does not require the Governor of the 
world to inflict any such upon any of his creatures, though ev- 
er so sinful ; for justice does not require him to inflict a pun- 
iahment tliat is not at all deserved — yea, rather it seems cruel- 
ty so to do. IS^ therefore, justice did not require it, why did 
God drown, the old worlds and bum Sodom^-^2aid why does he 
damn sinners to ail eternity ? 

Certainly he did not aim at their good when he drowned the 
M woridund burnt Sodom ; and ceitainly he cannot aim at siri" 
nets' good in their eternal damnation. There arc some calam- 
ities in this life, which God might be supposed to send upon 
fais creatures for their good ; and indeed, all things considered, 
they are well adapted to do them good ; yea, and are all made 
to work togetlier for good to them that love God, and may be 
numbered among tlieir mercies : But what shall we say when 
God drowns a whole world, bums up several cities, and damns 
to all eternity millions of his creatures — yea, and all for noth- 
ing, when they deserved no ill at his hands, not the least ! Where 
is his justice now ? Yea, where is fus goodness ? Or what does 
he mean ? What does he intend ? 

Certainly he cannot intend to deal so severely with some 
of his poor creatures, who never dcser\'ed any ill at his hands^ 
merely for the goodofothersy to fright, and warn, and deter them 
iinomvice ; for this would be to do evil that good might conie — 

.because it is for our interest so to do— as themselves acknowledge. 

Ob J. " But are tae not, according to $hein, obliged to have regard to our 
-.Qttiglibor'B velfare ? 

Awt. Only, merely, purely because it is for our own interest to do so : 
for. according to them, all our obligations to practise any virtue, arise, ori- 
ginally, only trom iu being for our own interest. The language of such a 
practice plainly is, that there is not one being in the whole system worth 
regarding, but myself : — lam, and betides me there is no other ! I will regard 
none, but just to answer my own ends ; and so, really and strictly, regard 
none but myself : This is a religion that willsuir nature,- and, in this sense, 
, may justly be ciiied naturai rciigion. 
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yea, this would be the way rather tliai good might neper come i 
for how could any of his creatures or subjects heartily loye htm 
or like his conduct, while they behold millions of their fielkiw- 
creatures suffering, for nothing at all, such infinite puns under 
his hands ? Where is his justice ? would they all ciy : Aai 
where is fiis goodness ? They would hate him, and flee from 
him, and dread a government so infinitely tyrannicaL Indeed, 
to inflict a proper punishment, in case of just desert, is a|;ood 
thing — ^tends to maintain government, and make men afraid o£ 
sin, and stand in awe of the great Law-giver and Judge of the 
world : Yea, it is a beautiful conduct, and tends to make God 
appear amiable in the eyes of all holy beings*.../?^, six. 1*-^ 
But to afflict and torment poor creatures, who donotold/de* 
serve it, and that forever,, cannot possibly answer any good end ; 
but, of necessity, must promote athousandbadones, when^ all the 
time, the true state of the case is publicly known and understood 
throughout all God^s dominions. It is just as if afitther, who 
has ten children, should tie up five every Monday morning, and 
whip them almost to death for nothing in the world but to m^B 
the rest love him, and be .good and obedient children : And 
would they love him any the more for this ? Yea, they coukl 
not but hate so cruel a tyrant : Now, therefore, if their adieme 
be true, why did God drown the old worlds and bum Sodom ^ 
And why does he damn sinners to all eternity I 

Yea, if sin deserves no inflicted punishment, as, upon their 
scheme, it does not, why does God ever once inflict the least, the 
very least punishment for it in all Us donunions? And that 
which, though not, in its own nature, more unaccountable, yet is 
more surprising, why has God, all along, from the beginoiag 
of the world, been inflicting such a dreadful train of punishments 
for sin ? Why did God turn the angels out of heaven for tbfeir 
firs( sin, and doom them to an eternal hell, when they did not 
at all deserve it ? Why did God threaten Adam with death id 
case of disobedience ? — ^Why is death said to be the wagea of 
sin ? — Why did God cause the earth to open and swallow up 
> Korah and his company ?-~^Vhy did God cause die carcasescf 
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fix hundred thousand to fall in the wilderness ? — ^Why did God 
strike U22a dead i And why a- thousand more things which 
have happened in the sight of the worid ? Surely it cannot be 
for our good to be struck dead and sent to hell ; and surely it 
cannot be iorHti/tgoodofany in aE God's world, that shall see 
or ever hear of it, when, all the while, it is publicly known 
that we deserve no ill at God's hands — no, not the least. 

And now, after all| to torment us in hell forever, for nothing 
in the worid, r^here the fire shall never be quenched^ and the 
worm ihall fiever die ; yea, and to appoint a day of judgment, 
under a pretence of doing notlung but strict justice ; and to 
summon all worids together, to see and hear, to the end that 
hb impartiality and joatice mi^ i^ipear to all, when, idl the 
while, he knows, and all die vrorid knows, that his poor crea- 
tures deserve no ill at his hands — no, not the least ! What can 
hemeanf 

. Yea, and that which isa great deal worse than dl, that I even 
shudder to diink of it, he not only makes a law to punish sin- 
ners eternally in heU, when there was no reasonfor it, but puts 
it in executioQ upon his poor creatures who do not deserve it ; 
bat, having one only Son, of equal glory with himself, he de- 
livers him to death, in the room and stead of sinners ; pretend- 
ing that sin was so bad a thing, that without the shedding of 
bhod there could be no remission^ and therefore his own Son must 
die, to die end he might bejust^while he Justified the sinner that 
should belies in him — ^while, all the time, if their scheme is 
true, he knew, and all the worid will know, sooner or later, that 
«in never deserved the least punishment at his hands ! 

- To ooodude, therefore, if God be what they suppose, I grant 
tho sdieme I have laid down is not right ; and it is equally 
cindent that the Bible is not right neither : for the knv and the 
gospel, the Old Testament and the JVrrv, everj' where suppaie, 
and take it for granted, that sin is an infinite evil — deserves the 
wrath and curse of God...aB the miseries of this life, and death 
itsdf^ snd the pains of hell forever ; — the law threatens all this. 
Accordisg to the g^ffel^ Christ has died to redeem us from all 
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this, as what wejtistly deserve : The Bible^ therefore, ia a won^ 
supposes we deserve it all ; but their 6cAcnnr supposes we do 
not. The God that made the Bible has no doubt of it; bs 
made his law upon this ground, and upon this footing he gave )«s 
Son to die....has appointed a day of judgment, and prepared^ 
place of tCMment— a late of fire amd brimstone : but their -Godh 
of quite another mind....can see no such infinite evil in ain-*^*ea, 
^ no evil at all in it, but what results from its tendency to make ui 
miserable : TAeir God^ therefore, is not the God of Israeli ncr 
the God that made the Bible ; and, therefore, is no God..,M noth- 
ing but SOI iniage framed in their own fancy, suited to dieir 
own hearts* 

Besides, their «&vi ofGodis contrary not only thus to die gen* 
eral tenor of scripture, but also to many pliun and express deo- 
laradons. (1«) It is manifest that God does not make the hap- 
piness of his creatures his last end^ irom Exod. ix. 16— ^Maai• 
xiv. 13 — ^21 — Lev. x. 3 — Psabn cvi. 8 — EzeL xz. throughout 
£zek. xxxvi. 21, 32, 23, and xxxviii. 23, and xxnx« 6, 7, 14, 
21, 22— Rom. ix. 22, 2^— Rom. m. S6-^Rev. iv. 11, (2.) Jt 
is manifest that God does not require his creatures to love and 
obey him merely because it tends to make them happy so ifeo 
do« from Exod. xx. 2— Lev. xix. 2 — Psalm xxix. 2, and xcvi. 
4, 8, and cxlviii. 13—1. Cor. vi. 20. (3«) It is manifest tbit 
God does not threaten and punish sin merely because it tends 
to make his creatures miserable, from I. Sam. ii, 29, 3(^^11. 
Sam. xii. 7 — 14— Pwfoi li. 4>—Md. i. 6, 7, 8, 14. . .' 

But to conclude ; — how sad and dreadful a thing will it be, 
for poor sinners, when they come to die, and enter into-||ie 
world of spirits, there to find that die God they once loved «ad 
trusted in, was nothing but an image finmed in their own ho^ ! 
They Iiated the God of Israel^ and hated his Azw, and dterdive 
would not believe that God or his laio were indeed what thry 
were. They were resolved to have a God and a htw moreio 
their minds. How dreadful will dieir d'lsappointment be ! How 
dreadful their surprise ! They would never own they .wen^cn- 
emies to God ; now they see their enmity was so great tsrte 
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mAt tfaeoi resolutely/not^dthatanding tlie jdainest evidence, 
ftven to deny him to be what he was t And how righteous will 
die ways <rf-tfae LonLappear to be, in that he gave such over to 
strong delusions to believe a lie, who did not love, and would 
HOC' believe the trudi, but had pleasure in unrighteousness ?.... 
IL T^s. ii. 10, 11, 12 : SoyttntGaUik nations^ notUkingto re- 
tun God in their knowledge, were given over to reprobate minds, 
sind left every nation to make such a 602/ as best pleased themr 
udcft8..».Xom» L-«*But it is time to proceed to the next use^ 
SECriOK VL 
RULES OF TRIAL. 

Use II. Which may be of examinatian. What has been 
tfoid may serve to clear up, to real saints, their gracious state, and 
nay afford matter of conviction to otiiers. 

And here I would take the humble believer in his element, 
Aac is, in his doset, where he retires from the noise and busi- 
ness of the world*— where he loves to be alone, to read the Bi- 
ble^..to me^tate on the perfections of Crod, and think of his 
works mid ways-— where he mourns, and prays, and loves God, 
and gives up himself to lum : In a serious hour of sweet retire- 
flittt, when you are most yourself^ and your tiioughts most about 
Ipoa, I would enquire, fVhat are your views f And what is the 
hiuMtrd temper of yourmnd? And how do you live f Andwhat 
is it that hMtually influences you in your daily conduct ? 
• Do you know God ? Do you see him to be such an one as 
he really is— ^ea such an one as the scriptures represent him 
to be ? And do you account him infinitely glorious and amia- 
ble in being such an one i And do you begin to love him with 
«B your heart i Do you esteem him so as to exult in his su- 
premacy and absolute sovereignty i And so will seek his glor}', 
and vahie his honor and interest, as to give up yourself to live 
to him ; and so delight in him, as to choose him for yourpres* 
est and eveilastiag portion i True, your remaining blindness 
and ignonmce is very great : but do you not feel it, and groan 
wilder it as your burden, smd hate yoursdf for it as your sin, la- 
menting the sSttishBeM of your heart, that you sliould be so 

F r 
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senseless and brutish, after so many outward advantages and ifr> 
ward helps, and amidst sudi dear manifestations made of God 
and of his infinite glory, in h'ls word, and in all his works and 
ways ; andfeelthat you are wholly to blame fbrthe stupidity 
and unteadiableness of your hearts— ^-eady to say with him oi 
old. So foolish am /, and ignorant^ lam ob a beast before thee f-^ 
Psalm Ixziii* 22. Your disesteem of God, and uncoKicemed4 
ness about his honor and interest, is great, and you have still a 
disposition to hate to live upon God only, without any tlung 
else to take comfort in, as the portion of your soul ; and so yon 
are indmed to forget God....to forsake him....to depart, and 
go aWay, and fall in love with sometUngelse, and seek another 
resting-place^ and something else to take comfort in : But do 
you not feel this your Femaining want of conformity to God's 
Uw, and native contrariety to it ? And do you not hate it^ and 
hate yourself for it i Do you not groan under it, and lament it^ 
and watch, and jnay, and fig^t agabst it, feeling the infinite 
siofulnessof it ? saying, Thelaw is holy ^jitsty and good; but I 
am carnal J soldunder sin : xvretchedman that Iam!.n»»Rom* 
vii. 14,24. 

And what are the grounds of your love to God, and from 
what motives is it that you are influenced to love him i Does 
God, indeed, appear infinitely great, glorious, and amiaUe in 
being what he is i And do you love him because he is just such 
an one i Do you love to meditate his incomprehensibly glori- 
ous perfections, and wonder and adore i Are you glad that be 
knows all tilings, and can do every thing ? Are the various man* 
ifestations of divine wisdom, in the moral government of the 
world, glorious in your eyes ? Does it suit your heart that God 
governs the world as he does I Do you love that the pride of 
all flesh should be brought low, and the Lord alone be exalted I 
Are you glad that God loves righteousness and hates iniqui^ 
as he does ; and do you heartily approve the strictness of fab 
law m the matter of your duty, and tiie severity thereof against 
the least sin i And are you sweedy sensible of the infinite good* 
r^f fi04»Wd>ef i^ tmth and faitiifulness i And does God 
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appear infinitely glorious becaose he is just what he is ? And 
is this the primary foundation of your love ^.Jna word, do you 
tee him as the great Creator, Preserver, and Governor of the 
world— OS the Redeemer, Sahctifier, and Savior of his people^ 
IIS he has thus revealed himself, by his word, and in his works ; 
apd do you bve him for bemg what he is i And do you also 
feel the powerful influence of chose superadded obligations yoU 
are under to love him ?-— In other cases, when we love any thing, 
we know why we love it : so, also, do believers know why they 
love the Lord their God. 

And does it not appear to you infinitely reasonabk that you 
should love God with all your heart— 4bat you should be whoQy 
his, and wholly tor lum, and make him your all, while you be* 
holdhis infinite glory«.«.his complete all-sufficiency vhis origt- 
aal, enure right to you, and absolute authority over you ? And 
does not his law, in requiring you to do so, appear to be infinite- 
ly rig^t, perfecdy holy, just, and good—.worthy to stand in fuU 
force forever, unabated and unaltered i And do you not see 
that the least want of conformity to this law» or transgression 
of it, is infinitely vile, and that a perfect conformity diereto de« 
a^rves no thanks i And do you not feel yourself wholly to blame 
for your not being altogether such as the law requires I Hypo- 
crites are generally very ignorant of the law, in its true mean- 
ing and strictness ; and so are ignorant of their ¥^antof confor* 
mity unto it, and of their inward contrariety to it.^.Rom^ vii. 8, 9 
— i^r otherwise all hypocrites would know certainly that they 
have no grace. But yet hypocrites* at least many of thenu 
know sometlung about the law, and their want of conformity 
to it, and something about their inward contrariety to it ; and 
hence may complain of the blindness of their minds^ the dead* 
ness of their hearts, and of their pride and woridliness : butno 
h]{pocritc is heardly sensible that die law is holy, just, and good 
intiequiring perfection ; and that he himself b entirely to blame 
for not being perfecdy holy, and that the feult is wholly his. 
Some will say, *^ I desire to tove God, and to aim at his gbry, 
^aoddo my duty ; biit noman is, or can be perfect : and God 
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^' does not require more of U8 than we can do:^ Andaotkejr 
think themseiyes excusable, and are not sensible thatit is Jiifi- 
nitely vile in them not to love God mth all their hearts* Otb ^ 
ers will 8a7i ^^ I can do nothing of myself : it isChristthaCJOust 
^^do all. I desire to bve God, but I cannot : It is the qiint 
^^ that must fill my heart with love, and God ia the scnremga 
^^dispenser of his grace; so that, if I am dead, and dull^ and 
^ senseless, and stupid, I cannot help it :" And so they slaa 
think themselves excusable, and are not sensible duit it isin^ 
nitely vile in them not to love God with all their hearts. But 
now, how stands the case with you ? Have you any secret way 
of excusing yourself ? Or do you see diat the law is holy, juat^ 
and goody and diat you only are to blame, wholly to blarney «nd 
altogether without excuse ; yea, and exceedingly vil^ £or al) 
your blindness and deadness, and for every thing wherein you are 
notjustwhatthe lawreqiuresyoutobe? It is this which makes 
believers sensible of their desert of damnation, dl their lives 
long, and loathe and abhor diemadves before the XiOnl: BsAk 
is this which causes them more and more to see their, need of 
Christ and free grace, and admire and prize the glorious gospeL 
wretched man that lam! Who shall deliver me f Ithank God^ 
through y ems Christ our Lord....Rom. viu M^ 25. , 

And do you bepn to be of a disposition really to kvejrour 
neighbor as yourself? Are your affecdons under the gofveroi- 
ment of a spirit of disinterested impartiality, so that you are 
disposed to value yoiu^elf only for those properties in you that 
are good and excellent, and- only in proportion to their W€f& 
and excellence ; and, by this rule, to esteem your neigfaboni, 
your friends^ and your foes, and all men i And do you haism 
.contrary disposition in you i And is your heart full of kive,aiMi 
kindness, and benevolence, wishing well to all, seeking iiut 
good of ail, and even grieved when your enemies are in.ack 
versity i -:,- ,,-..: 

. And to conclude ;-^oes love to God and to your neighbor 
govern you in your thoughts, aflections, and actions, and daily 
influence you to live to God, and do good in the wovld ^ so 
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llMtiioiw you are not yoitr own, but given up to God, to do his 
will, seelung his f^oryi A holy life does as naturally proceed 
^ Aom aholy heart, as a stream does from a living fountain. 
^ Onoe you was darkness : Butare you nowlight in the Lgrdf 
Once, as to right spiritual views of God....your neighbor, or 
]rourBelfM..of this worid or the next, you had none ; — ^you was 
Uind.»*.your understanding was darkened ; and so your appre- 
liensioiis were wrong, and you loved your wrong apprehensions, 
«M4and look pleasure in eiror, &lshood, and sin....and hated the 
Ugbt—Jnted truth and duty ;— ^mce you was wholly devoid 
^ the divine image, and destitute of all good — yea, and you was 
.wholly averse from God, and full of all evil : Apd did you ev- 
M?see and feel this to be your state i And have you, by divine 
jgrace, been recovered out of it i Have you been effectually 
taught that yoar light was darkness, and your knowledge igno- 
rance, and been made sensible of the blindness of your nund I 
And have you learnt that all your seeming goodness was coun- 
Selr&it, and that in you did dwell no good thing«-yea, that your 
meeming goodness was real wickedness, in that your heart was 
ID perfect contrariety to God and his law! Has divine light shi- 
Hed in your heart, and your native darkness,as well as contrac- 
ted blindnesss, been dispelled from your soul ; so that now your 
views of God— of your neighbor and yourself-— of this world 
and die next, are rig^t, and your apprehensions according to 
truth i And has the truth made you free i Do you now lode 
«pon God, in some measure, according to the capacity of a crea- 
ture^ as he does ufoa himself, when he takes iqx>n him the char- 
acter; i>f most high God, supreme Lord, and sovereign 
'GoiviMMOR of the whole world, and says, lam the Lord....that 
ifmgnme^ andbeside» me there is no other God? And do you 
see it » infinitely fit diat all the world should love, worship, 
4liad' adore him? Do you now look upon your neighbors in 
some measure as God does, when he commands you to love 
i^em as yourself ; and so see that it is perfecdy right that you 
AtiMii A n d do joa look upon yourself, and every thing in 
iShi^ ivoild, in some measure as God does, when he commands 



228 TRUE EELIGIOM DELINEATED, AMD 

you to deny yourself, and forsake all things for his sake ; and 
»ce that it is most fit and reasonable to die to yourself and to 
diis world, and give up yourself to God, to love hiio^ aod live 
to him, and delight in him forever? And do you understand 
that the things which are seen are temporal, and that the things 
which are unseen are eternal i And do all possible troubles in 
the ways of God, in some measure, appear only as light afJUc* 
uons, which are but for a moment, and not worthy to be com* 
pared with the glory that shall be revealed i Do you thus know 
the truth....and has the truth made jrou free from your old ser- 
vitude ; and are you effectually influenced and governed by 
these views and apprehensions, and diis sense of things, to bring 
forth fruit to God, an hundred-fold, or sixty-fold, or at least 
thirty-fold ? For divine knowledge is efficacious, and the holy 
and divine effects and fruits are always equal to the deg^e of 
knowledge : (I. John iii. 6)»..And every branch vMch bringetk 
not forth fruity is cut off and cast into the fire. Arc you thus 
born again, and become a new creature, and learnt to live a new 
and divine life \ 

And is it not now most manifest to you that all this is so far 
from having been the product of nature, that all that is in nature 
....e\ cry natural propensity of the heart, has, from first to last; 
been utterly against the change, and made a constant and mighty 
resistance ? And do )'ou not plainly perceive, that, from first 
to last, the work has been begun and carried on by God himself \ 

And does it not appear to you as the most astonishing goock 
ness in God, and owing to nothing but his sovereign free gracei 
that you have thus been called out of darkness into marveUoui 
light — ^turned from die power of sin and satan,to serve theliv* 
ing God ? And do you not plainly see there is nothing but the 
same infinite goodness andfree grace to move God to canyon 
aiid complete this work in }rour heart, and that so. if ever yoa 
get to ht:tv(.-n, the whole of your talvpition, from f.r/t tolasti 
will be til?si)!tucly and cntirdy lo be s^ttributed to free gncei 
And Ip^iMMjl^ ^"iMfttitH^upon free grace, through 
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And do )X)u not perceive that he, who has begun, does ao 
tualiy cany on the work of grace in your hearts ? And that all 
the external dispensations of providence and internal influences 
of the spirit concur in tlieir operation, to humble you, and wean 
you from the world, and imbitter sin — to bring you nearer to 
God, and to love him, and to live to him, and to live upon him-^ 
Mid to make you more serious.*. .more spiritually-minded and 
heavenly-ininded....more watchful and prayerful, and more lov- 
ing, and kind, and tender-hearted, and obliging to all mankind, 
both friends and foes— and to make you daily attend upon the 
duties of your particular calling, and upon all the common bu- 
riness of life, as a servant of God, in singleness of heart, doing 
aervice to the Lord ? 

And although you was once dead in sin^ and wholly without 
fltrength, yet do you not now feel that you are spiritually alive, 
and 80 put into a capacity for a spiritual activity, and that yoii 
are engaged to be acUve for God h...Not that your sufficiency 
h of yourself^ as once you thought it was : for you are not ntf" 
ficient of yourself^ as of yourself ,- but your sufficiency is of God: 
Yet do you not find that, through Chrisfs strengthening y 
you can do ali things ? And do you not, from the heart, hate 
the way of lazy, dead-hearted hypocrites, who sit still and care- 
lessly cry, " We can do nothing — ^it is Christ that must do all ;'* 
and, under anotion of not doing any thingin their own strength, 
gratify their laziness, and do nothing at all ! Accursed laziness ! 
Accursed hypocrisy ! — ^pyou not feel, I say, that you are put 
into a capacit)' for spiritual activity ? And are you not engaged 
to be acUvt for God i For you are his rvorimafiship^ created in 
Chtisi Jesus unto good toorksy that you might walk in them. — 
.Wliilethe spirit of God is taking down the power of sin in your 
hcartf and slaying your corruptions, are you not also crucifying 
tiU fiesh -with the affections and Iwits ? While God is working 
ifiy#u to will and to do^ are you not working out your salvation 
fikkfifir and trembiing....v/\ih filial fear and holy concern ?— • 
IVIQAB-Ae^i^rkof God gives you tnight in the inner man^ do 

\ you/m m the whole armour ofGody (xnd fight with flesh and 
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bhod.,..yfiiii principalities and powers f This is die WRy of be* 
lie vers. And die spirit does not come upon them by fits, as it 
did upon Balaam, but dwells in them and atndes in diem finev- 
er — to purify them from all iniquity j and make them a peculiar 
people^ zeabus of good works. 

Finally, do you not experience that your religion is some- 
dung real and perceptible^ and see that it is specificaify £8eient 
from any thing that possibly can arise mendy from a principk 
of self-love ? You perceive your views of God, and sense of hb 
greatness, glory, and beauty ; and you perceive your sense of 
the wand's emptiness, and of your own natural vikness and 
wretchedness ; and j^ur love to God....your weanedness finom 
the worid, and your mourning for sin are percepdUe : And is 
it ttot easy to perceive why you love God— are weaned from 
the world, and moumforeia ; namely, because God ia infinite* 
ly lovely, the worid empty and worthless, aad sin tbe greatest 
evil ? And while these views and affections effeotuaUy infinence 
you to all holy living, their genuineness is made stiU more ev- 
ident and plain t and, from the whole, you arise to a radonri 
and scriptural knowledge of your gracious state« 

From what has been said upon this subject, a great varietjr 
of other questions might be put to the believer ; but the whak 
has been treated soplsunly and pracdcally, that I need add no 
more : And if graceless persons had it in dieir hearts to be 
honest and impardal, they might easily know that diey are stnn* 
gets to real reli^on : But if they ha^ not the thing itself, they 
will either work up something like it, or else deny that there is 
any such thing : for he that doth evily hateth the light ; and so 
does he who has a rotten heart And hence some cry, ^ The 
*^ best have their facings ;^' and they watch and qitch at die fiut 
ings of such as are accounted godly, and dwell upon them, and 
magnify diem ; and so quiet their consciences, and go cm in 
their sins : Others cry, ^^ The best are dead somedmea ;** and 
so maintain their hopes, although they lie dead whole mondis 
and years together, and live in sin, and never come to sound le* 
pentance : Odierscr)', *^ You will discourage weak christtans}'' 
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Hieaning themselve8.-^Just as if there were a sort of christians 
that cannot bear the lights nor stand a scriptural trial. What 
will they do when they come before the awful bar of the heart- 
searching God ! Others cry, ^^ But every christian does not 
experience alike i^ and so, though they are desdtute of the very 
esaence and life of religion, yet they hope all is well ; and ma- 
ny are confident that these things are not so ; *^ For,'' say they, 
t^ if these things be true, who then shall be saved ?"— >I answer. 
Strait is thegate^ aiid narrow is the xvay that leads to life ; and 
few there be that find it : But wide is the gate, and broad is the 
TU^ay that leads to destruction^ and many go inthereat....M2t. vVu 
.10, 14. And mark what follows in the next verse, (15)...j8^- 
V^are of false prophets^ which come to you in sheep'^s-clothingy but 
isnvardly are ravening wohes : (ver. 16),.,. Te s/iall inow them 
hytlkeir fruits. By what fruits? Why, this is the constant 
duuracter of false prophets throughout the Bible, that they cr}% 
J^eace and safety ^ and heal the wound of poor sinners slightly^ and 
daub with untempered mortar ; i. e. they make religion to be 
an easier thing than it is — more agreeable to corrupt nature ; 
and so encourage sinners to rest in something short of true 
Igiace. So the Pluirisees did, notwithstanding all their pretend- 
led strictness ; and so the Arminians do, notwithstanding all 
their seeming aeal for good works ; and so the Antinomians 
tb, notwithstanding all their pretences to extraordinary light, 
and joy, and zeal, and purity, and holiness. And this i j the 
commoo character of all false prophets, and false teachers, and 
Jieretics, that, being enemies to true religion, they cut out a false 
jKhone in their heads, to suit their own hearts ; and so, how- 
-ever greatly they may differ, in many things, yet herein all agree, 
la make religion an easier thing than the Bible does, and to 
iinake the gate wider, and the way broader, than Christ and his 
^apostles ; and, b}' this mark^ the difference between them and 
the true prophets may always be certainly known : and there- 
fine Christ having just said, AraiVi^M^^fr, and yiarroxu the 
zadyf 8cc. immediately adds, Beivare of false prophets — by their 
fimU-yeshaUknoxv them ; for they all invent some easier way 



233 TEUE EELIGtOK DELINEATED, ▲» 

to heaven, though it may be m aheep^s doMng^ u e. under m flhoir 
of great strictness : And this, their invention, being^/Zibey they 
are thus dtnomn^tiicdjabe prophets : And thus, what has been 
ssdd concerning the nature of true religion, may serve to clear 
up the believer's gracious state ; and may aflbrd matter of oon* 
viction to others, 

SECTION vn. 

WE HAVE GREAT REASON TO BE HUMBLE, AND TKAKKfUL, 
AND LIVE ENTIRELY DEVOTED TO GOD. 

Use III* Of humiiiation. What .has been said may be 
improved by sinners and saints to promote their humiliauon: 
For by the law is the knowledge of sin ; and a sight and sense 
6f our sinfulness tends to abase us before die LonL 

In this glass of the law^ Wnn^jrmay see what they aie, in 
heart and life ; add, by diis rule, they may learn Aon^ God looks 
upon them. There is a knowledge of ourselves-— of our hearts 
and lives, that is natural to us. Men, by their power of sd^ 
reflection, have a sort of an acquaintance with themsdves : they 
know their present views and designs^-^^their present indinadoiii 
and way of living ; and remember, more or less, how they have 
lived in years past : But men are naturally very ignorant of the 
nature of God, and of his holy law ; and so, are very ignorant of 
themselves, in a moral sense-— are very insensible how God looks 
upon them, and what their hearts and lives are, compared with 
God and his holy law. Natural conscience has some DOtiom 
about right and wrong, and so does something towards accusing 
and condemning men, especially for their grosser sins ; butuh 
tural conscience is, for the most part, so blind, and so mudi 
asleep, and, in most men, has been so much abused, and brow^ 
beat, and kept under, that it lets men pretty much alone. Men 
hold the truth in unrighteousnesSy according to the Aposth?% 
phrase, and keep their consciences in chains ; and so are, in a 
great measure, without the law ; and hence, sin is dead: for 
where there is no law^ there is no transgression : And when 
men know not the law in its true meaning and extent, they are 
insensible how they swerve from it, and how contrary thqr are 
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lo it, and how siofulsiB is ; But whenthe commandment cornea^ 
mn remves. 

Hunk of ttua, therefore, O Biiiiier,diat the infinitely glorious 
God, your CreatiMr, Preserver, and Governor, deserves to be 
loved, and lived to, and delig^ited in widi all your heart ; and 
that this is what he requires at your hands : and know it, he 
hatesyour hypocritical shows and pretences, so long as that, 
in hearty he sees you are an enemy to him: You may 
pretend that you cannot help your heart's being so bad ; but God 
knows you love your corruptions, and hate to have them slain, 
gnd love to have them gratified : You love to be proud, and 
hence you bve to be applauded ^ and the praise of men is sweet, 
and of greater price with you than the praise of God : you will 
do more to please the world than to please God— «yea, will dis* 
please God^ to keep in with a wicked world, who bate God ; 
and God knows it : You love to love the world ; and hence love 
to lay worldly schemes, and are secredy ravished with worldly 
hopes when things are likely to go well, and account no pains 
loo great in worldly pursuits ; but you hate to pray in secret*^ 
liave no heart for God-— can take no delist in him ;. and God 
kBOWS it« And will you now pretend, for your excuse, that 
you cannot help your hearths being so bad, when it is you 
yourself that are so bad, and love to be so bad, and hate to cease 
to be what you are ? If God has, by his spirit, awakened your 
consdence a little, and terrified you with the fears of hell and 
wrath, it may be your corrupdons are somewhat stunned, and 
boncHT and worldly gains do not appear so tempting, and you are 
ready to say that you would willingly part with your reputauoa,^ 
and every thing you have in the world, for an interest in Christ 
snd the divine favor ; and now you think you are sincere : but 
God knows it is all hjrpocrisy ; for he sees you do not care for 
bim, hot are only afraid of damnation. And God knows that, 
if once you should get afalse confidence of pardon and the di- 
vine fisivor, you would soon return to folly, as tbe dog to his 
vomit, and set out after the world as eageriy as ever ; or else 
vent your corruptions inspiritual pride, and in ranidng, entbiK 
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siastic, wild-fire, and party selfish zeal^aa thounndB hare done, 
who once felt just as you do now. God, therefore^ does not 
mind your pretences, nor believe your promises ; for he knows 
what you are. You may deceive yoursdf, but cannot deceive 
him : He knows your corruptions are stunned, but not mortifi- 
ed ; and that your nature is just what it was, and you as really 
an enemy to God as ever : And, it may be, you may see it yet, 
when you come to find out how God looks upon you, and upon 
your prayers, and tears, and promises : for it is commonly the 
case with sinners, when they perceive that God is not pleased 
with their devout pretences, and does not design to save them 
for their hypocritical duties, by the secret workings of their 
hearts to cUscover that they care only for themselves, and are 
real enemies to God and his law. Love to God, O sinner, is 
not begotten by the fears of hell, nor by the hopes of heaven. 
If you do not love God for what he is in himself, you do not 
bve him at all ; but only flatter him with your tips, and lie tm- 
to him with your tongue. But it may be manifest to you that 
you do not love him for what he is in himself, because you do 
not love his law, which bears his image. You do not like the 
law as a rule for you to live by« for it is too strict for you : and 
you do not approve of the law as a rule for God to judge you 
by, for you think it hard for God to damn men for the least sin. 
Know it, therefore, O sinner, that there is no good in you, or any 
goodness in your duties i but you are in a state of rebellion— 
an enemy to God, and to his holy law : come down, and 
lie in the dust before the Lord, and own the sentence just by 
which you stand condemned, and be quiet at his feet ; and if 
ever he saves you, forever attribute it wholly to free and sove- 
reign grace. When the commandment came^ sin revived^ and I 
died : And such an one was you, O believer ; and, in some 
measure, you are such an one still ; and, in some respects, your 
sins are a great deal more aggravated. Oh ! never forget the 
days, and weeks, and months, and years you have formerly spent 
in sin ! Once J was a persecutor^ and a blasphemer^ and injuriaui^ 
said St. Paul ; and his heart bleeds afresh, and be sets himself 
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dawnfor ^ chief of sinners,,.*!. Tim. L 13, 15. Butwhat are 
you now, after all the grace of Go(L...after all the kind methods 
heaven has taken to recUdm you^— and what are your attain* 
ments, if you compare yourself and attainments with the holy 
law of God, in its spiritual nature and divine stricmess ? Do you 
feel such a heart towards the great and glorious Governor of the 
whole world, as becomes you i Think what a God he is, and 
how angels and saints on high love him : Think of his majesty, 
and greamess, and g^ory, and excellence— and how he is the 
fear, and delight, and joy of all heaven : Think of his original 
and entire right to you, and absolute authority over you : Think 
of the vileness of your apostacy, and of the depth of your ruin : 
Think of redeeming love : Think of converting grace : Tlunk 
of the many means God has used with you in his providence, 
and by his spirit : Think of all his loving kindnesses and tender 
mercies. And think what a beast you are before the Lord ! 
Lie down in the dust, and cry, and mourn, and weep, and let 
your heart break TX)h, your want of love to God...»of aeal for 
bis glory....of delight in his perfections, and of gratitude for dXL 
his kindness ! Alas, how you disesteem the God that angels 
love, and comparatively despise the God that all heaven adores ! 
Alas, how careless you are about his honor and interest, and 
how inactive in his service ! Alas, how you disrelish the foun* 
tain of all goodness, and the ocean of all blessedness, and han- 
ker after other things, and go away from God, to seek rest else- 
where, and thereby cast infinite contempt upon the delight of 
heaven, and the joy of angek, the ever-blessed and all-sufficient 
God ! Think of the peculiar obligaUons God has laid you un- 
der by all the secret ways of his providence and grace with you, 
and of all thjs infinite pains he has taken with you to make yo« 
humble....weaned fix>m the world.«..devoted to God^.loving, 
kind, tender-hearted, friendly, and obliging to all mankind, and 
universally holy ; and see, and say, ^ Was ever wretch so vile ! 
Did ever wretch treat such a God in such a manner, under such 
circumstances ? Oh, how far, how infinitely far you are from 
bein^wbat you ought to be ! This made Su Paul account turn* 
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UilkiithanthckaatofaUsamis^ahd JorgetthethingtA^ 
kehimif Us attainments dwindled away, as it were, to niotfamgii 
when he compared himself with God's hcly law, and though 
what be cnig^t to be, and what obligations he was under; and 
bedid* therefore, as it were, set down all that he had hitherto 
attained for nothing, and feel and act as if he was but just now 
beginning to live to God« Rom* vii« l^...The Law is spirit 
iual^ hU Jam camaLiSold under Min^^vtxv^ 5t4f..:0 wretched num 
that lam /— -PhiL iii. 13, 14....I forget the things which are be^ 
iimd.:.! reach forth towards those things which are before... J 
press towards the mark : and, O beUever, go you,and do likewise* 
Besides, remember that it is no thanks to you that j^u are 
not to this day secure in sin ; yea, that you are not one of the 
vilest and most profime creatures in the world : Your natura 
was bad enough ;— <he seeds of every sin were in your heart ; 
—but for restraining or sanctifying grace, youmighthave been as 
bad as anyin Sodom. And what was it moved God to awaken 
you, and stop you in your career in sin, and turn jroa to God !--» 
Was it for your righteousness ?...Oh, be ashamed and confound* 
ed forever !— -For his own sake he has done it» when you was a 
stubborn, stiff-necked, rebellious creature. And truly, what has 
been your carriage towards the Lord, compared with the exaa 
rule of du^, the holy law of God, since the day you have known 
him ?...0, remember Massahj and Tabera^ and Kibroth^'hataa- 
vahy and how you have been rebellious against the Lord, ever 
since he has taken you in hand to subdue you to himself-^ 
(Read Deut. ix« and see how much your temper has been Uke 
theirs :) — And this notwithstanding all the signs and wonders 
God has wrought before your eyes ;— I mean, notwithstancUng 
all the sweet and awful methods God has taken with you, to 
make you know him, and love him, and fear him, and Uve to him. 
There aw thousands and thousands whom God never took any 
such special pains with: Their sins are not like yours: Comt 
down, therefore.«.sit in the dust...moum and weep, and loathe 
and abhor yourself, as long as you Uve ; and ascribe all pnuse to 
God, through whose grace alone it is that you are what you i 
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Let me here address you in the words of the famous Mr, 
HobKER : — ^ That thou mayest forever, each day diat pasaeth 
^over thy head, remember it to the Lord, and leave it upoil 
*^ record in thine own conscience, say—- Hadst thou (blessed 
^ Lord) given me the desires of my heart, and left me to m]^ 
^own will, it is certam I had been in hell long before this day, 
^ when, in the days of my felly and times of my ignorance*— 
^ when, out of the desperate wretchedness of my rebellious dis« 
^ position, I was running riot in the vrays of wickedness— tvAfA 
^ I said to the scersj see not^and to the prophets^ prophesy mU^ 
^to Chri8dans.*.to acquaintance^.to governors, admoni^ not^ 
^counsel not, reprove not, stop me not in the pursuit of sin« 
** The time was, Itooi hobt of deceit^ and refused to return ; nay, 
** resolved in the secret purpose of my heart, IxoouJdnone ofthei 
^ *-I would not have that word of thine reveal or remove my 
^ corruptions— I would none of thy grace that might humble me 
** and purge me«..none of diat mercy of thine that might pardon 
*^me...none of that redemption of diine diat might save me; 
^ Hadst thou then taken me at my word, and given me what I wish- 
^ cd, and sealed my destrucdon, saying, ^ Be thou forever filthy, 
'^forever stubborn, and forever miserable ; thou wouldst nei- 
^therbe holy nor happy— thou shalt have thy will — sin with 
^devils, and take thypordon with devils'....Lord, it had been 
^ just widi thee, and I jusdy miserable : But to bear with all my 
*^baseness.«.toput up with all diose vrrongs and provocations... 
^ to strive with me for my good, when I took up arms against 
^ thee, and strove against my own good— nay, when I resisted 
^ mercy ; and then to take away that resistance, and to cause 
^^ me to take mercy, and make it mine, when I used all the 
*^ skill I could to hinder my ovm salvadon-^Oh ! the height.... 
*' the depth....the length....the breadth of this mercy ! When 
^ we feel our hearts to be puffed up with the vain apprehension 
*^ of our own worth, partl^ or pcrfonnance8....what we are and 
^ what we do, look we back to our first beginnings, and judge 
^* aright of our own wretchedness and nothingness, yea, worse 
^ than nothing, in that we not only wanted all good^ but we had 
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"it within us to oppose all good ; and that will cause usttf^it 
**down in silence, abased forever. When empty bladders are 
" grown unto too great bulk and bigness, to prick them is the 
"readiest way to lessen them; when our empty and vain 
"minds swell with high thoughts, and high, over-weening con- 
" ceit of our own worth, learn we to stab and pierce our hearts 
" with the righteous judgment of our own natural vileness, which 
*^ will (or at least may) let out that frothy haughtiness that lifts 
" us up beyond our measure : Tell thy heart, and commune 
"with thy conscience, and say, It is not my good nature, that 
"I am not roaring amongst the wretches of the woild, in the 
"road and broad way of ruin and destruction— that I am not 
" wallowing in all manner of sin with the worst of men. It is 
"not my good nature....no thank to any thing that I have, that 
" I am not upon the chain with malefactors, or in a dungeon 
** with witches ; for whatever hell hath, it is in this heart of 
" mine naturally— a Cain here, a Judas here, nay, a devil here. 
*' The time was, (O that, with an abased heart, I may ever think 
*' of that time) I never looked after the spiritual good of my soul, 
" or whether I had a soul or no : what would become of me and 
" it, was the least of my care...,the furthest end of my thoughts ; 
"nay, loth was I to hear of, or know these things — ^when they 
"were revealed, unwilling to receive them, or give way to Acra 
*' when they were offered : How did I stop mine ears, shut mbc 
** eyes, and harden my heart ? What ways, means, and devices 
"did I use and invent, to shut out the light of truth....tostopthc 
" passage and power of the word, that it might not convince me 
" — that it might notreformme....mightnot recall me from my 
" evil ways ? How often have I secretly wished that either the 
" word was taken out of the place, or I from it, that it might not 
"trouble me in my sinful distempers ; and when I had least 
** good, I had most case, and took the greatest content. Oh, 
"that such a wretch should tlius live, and yet live ! To be thus 
** sinful ! O that I might be forever abased for it*"* 

* Mr. Hooker's Application of Rcikinption^V o\. I. page 9^—100. 
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Thus the law, as a rule of life, may be improved to the hu« 
miliation of the people of God, in that it may serve to keep fresh 
in their minds their native universal depravity....their former 
wickedness — and to discover their remaining sinfulness : And I 
may here observe, that it isbelievers'j^ce//rVzrarjrua{;2tanc^ Vith 
the law, in its true meaning, strictness, and purity, that is the 
occasion of their /»^cu/rVir acqwuntance with their own hearts : 
And while the law daily shows them what they are, it learns 
them more and more their need of a redeemer and sauctiiier, 
and daily puts them upon going to God, through Jesus Christ, 
for pardoning mercy and sanctifying grace. The law makes 
way for the gospel ; and a sense of sin, weakness, and unwor- 
thiness, makes Christ and gospel-grace precious, and stirs up a 
man to repentance, faith, and prayer. Deluded, therefore, are 
those poor souls that say, ^^ We must not look into our hearts, 
*^ nor labor after a sense of our sins and sinfulness ; for that is 
*^ legal, and tends to discouragement : but we must look only to 
*^ Christ and free grace, and believe and rejoice, and a sense of 
•* the love of Christ will humble us :" Just as if the great busi- 
ness of Christ was, to keep men from a sight and sense of their 
sins ; and just as if a man could be truly humbled, without see- 
ing what he is, compared widi God and his holy law : But, 
poor souls, they feel a legal, disQouraged frame always, when 
they have any sight and sense of their sinfulness, and it damps 
their faith (and if they were but thoroughly sensible of their sin- 
fulness, it would kill their faith) and joy : and, therefore, they 
conclude it is not a good way to look into their hearts ; no good 
can be got by it. But when they do not mind their hearts, but 
look steadily to ^Christ and free grace, (a fancied Christ !) 
firmly believing that all he has done and suffered is for them, 
and realizing the matter to themselves, now they feel sweetly 
and joyfully \ and therefore conclude that this is the way, the 
only way, to get good for our souls ; and hence grow mighty 
enemies to the law....to self-examination... .to sense of sin, &c. 
This is the door by which» if any man enters in, he will soon 
become an Antinomian and an Enthusiast. But, to proceed, 

H H 
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Use IV. OfthankJulne$s. WhUc the law shews us what 
we are, it does* at the same time, make us sensible whatwe de^ 
serve ; white it discovers to us our sinfiibess, it makes us fed 
our unworthiness of any good, and desert of all evil: andwhik 
we leel our unworthiness and ill deserts, our auctions appear 
far less than we deserve, and our mercies appear more in num* 
ber than the sands, and the kindness and bounty of our Godap 
pears exceedingly great, and we wonder at lus goodness, and 
bless his holy name : And thus the law b of use to jMomotS 
thankfulness. 

God, the great Governor of the world, in testimony of his 
high displeasure against mankind fin* their apostacy from him, 
has spread miseries and calamities all round the earth : from 
the king upon the throne to the beggar on the dung-hill, diere 
is not one but has a greater or lesser share in the trouUes of life ; 
and many have their days filled up with sorrows. And now 
murmurings arise all round this guilty worid, and die general 
cry is, *^ Nobody meets with such troubles as I do....I am veiy 
*^ hardly dealt with." But the law teaches us that God is holy m 
all these his ways, and righteous in all these his works ; and that 
we are all punished far less than we deserve ; and so oiu* com« 
plaints are silenced, and our hearts quieted into humble submis^ 
sion, and it appears infinitely fit, a rebellious world should be 
full of woe, that we might learn that it is an evil and bitter ttung 
to forsake the X.ord. 

But, at the same time, God, the great Lord of aU,out of hil 
boundless goodness throu^ Jesus Christ, reprieves mankind 
from the threatened ruin....strews common mercies with alibe» 
ralhand all round the earth... .sends rain and fruitful seasons, 
and fills the hearts of all, more or less, wifh food and gladness % 
and to some he grants his special grace, makes them his children, 
and entides them to eternal life : And thus he is the Savior of 
all men J but especially of those that believe....h Tim. iv. 10. Yet 
this goodness of God is but litUe taken notice of in the world. 
But the law, while it discovers what we are, and how unworthy 
and hell-deserving we are, makes us sensible of the freeness 
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$md ricbes of God's grace io these kindnesses : For, while 
fit fed that hell u our proper due, everything that renders our 
case better than that of the damned^ we shall accept as a choice 
mercy, andas an effect of free grace ; and so, instead of being 
idwa3rs in a murmuring and re{»ning disposition, we shaU be 
always wondering at tbe goodness, admiring at the kindness of 
the Lord ; saying, with good Jacobs We are not worthy of the 
least of all themerciee^ and of all the truths which thou hast show* 
ed unto thy 9ervant8..:Gexu xxui. 10 — and with the Jewish 
Church, give thanks unto the lord^ for he is good.*, for his 
mercy endurethforever....Fsalm cxxxvi. And we shall always 
find that the more sensible we are of our unworthiness and ill 
desert, the more cause we shall see for thankfulness, let our 
outward circumstances in this life be what they will. But, 

Use V* In the last place, let all diat has been said be im- 
proved, by way o( exhortation, to excite and engage the people of 
God more and more to renounce themselves^ the world and sin, 
end give up themselves to God, to love him, and live to him, and 
delight in him, with all their hearts, forever. 

You have seen what grounds you have to do so, arising from 
God's infinite greatness, glory, and excellence ; and you have 
been viewing 3^ur superadded obligations : And is the' Lord 
such a God, and is he your God and Redeemer? Ohowstrcxig- 
ly are you bound to keep all his commandments ! And what 
as it, O believer, that the Lord thy God requirethof thee, but to 
fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, 
and to serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul ? And is there not, in keeping his commands, a great 
reward ? Did you ever taste such sweetness as in a life of de- 
voCedness to God i And have not your wanderings from him 
cost you many a bitter and moumfiil hour i O, how happy 
would you be, if once you could come to it, to have done with 
every thing else, and to be wholly the Lord's ! Seriously con- 
sider these things : 

1 . That you can come to it, to have done with every thing else, 
mtd be wholly the Lord^s, at least in a vastly greater degree than 
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ever yet you have....Ste Phil, iiu 13, 14* You actually dready 
have God working in you to will and to do....V\a\. ii« ld» H« 
has always been, as it were, laboring to humble you, and wean 
you from the worid, and bring you nearer to lumself, to love 
him^live to him, and delight in him, ever since die day yon 
Jrst came to know him, by the outward dispensations c^is pro- 
vidence, and by the inward strivings of his spirit. He has al« 
ways httn purging you^ that you might bring forth more Jruit..^ 
John XV. 2 : Yea, this was the very design of Christ's coming 
into the world, that he might deliver you out of the hands ofatt 
your enemies^ and bring you to serve God^ without fear^ in hoS- 
ness and righteousness^ all the days of your /i/!r....Luke u 74— 
and that he vught redeem you from all iniquity^ and purify you 
to himself that you might be peculiarly hisj and zealous of good 
woris....Tit. ii. 14 : And, for this end, God has already taken, 
as it were, infiaite pains with you, and this is what he is contin- 
ually urging you unto, and he declares that he u readier to givi 
you his holy spirit^ than earthly parents are to give bread to their 
children^ and invites, and encourages, and commands you toadt 
....Mat. vii. 7, &c. And will you not now, therefore, arise, 
and put on the whole armour of God, and make your strongest 
eiforts to recover from sin to God I 

God, the great King of heaven and earth, commands you to 
do so — ^Jesus, the kind Mediator, invites youtado so— -and the 
holy spirit, the Sanctifier, is ready to help you. Arise, there- 
fore, and be of good courage, for the Lord is with you. Did 
you ever stir up yourself to seek after God in vain, or set about 
a life of greater seriousness, watchfulness, and prayer, and find 
no advantage by it I Or have you not always said, in the' con- 
clusion, that it is good for me to draw near to Go^/.... (Psalm 
Ixxiii. 28,) and condemned and hated yourself for your former 
slackness, and been ready to resolve, from your inmost soul, 
that you would call upon the Lord as long as you live ?....Psalm 
cxvi. 2. 

And let me put it to 3^ur conscience, do not you believe, 
that, if now you would gird up the loins of your mind, and quit 



DISTINGUISHED FKOM ALL COUNTERFEITS. 243 

jrourself like a man, and be strong, that, through Chrisfa 
strengthening ofyou^ you may do all things f And shall careless- 
ness or 8tupidity....8hall laziness and sloth..*.8hall the allure- 
ments or the discouragements of die world or the devil, now, 
after all, hinder you? What! when you have been redeemed^ 
not with siher and gold, but with theprecioua blood of the Son of 
God — ^when your prison-door is flung open, and your chains 
knocked off, and you called and invited to come out into the 
glorious liberty of the children ofGod^ and when God is actually 
striving with you already, and stands ready to afford you farther 
help»what, now be hindered! What, and be hindered by care- 
lessness, unwatchfulness, &c ! What, shall the Savior groan 
in the garden, and die on the cross, and yet you lie sleeping 
here ! What, asleep ! What, content without God in the world ! 
What, when the whole army of prophets, aposdes, and martyrs 
have fasted and prayed all their days, and waded through a sea 
of Uoodat last ! Methinks you had better abandon every mor- 
tal delight, lay aside every weight and the sin that more easily 
besets you^ and mourn, and weep, and watch, and pray, and fight, 
and strive, as long as you live, than act so far beneath the dig- 
nity apd character of a christian. 

It i$ but a few in the world that truly know God, and the 
way.^f access to him, through Jesus Christ, and aipnn a (spir- 
itual) capacity to livealifeof devotednessto God, aail commu- 
nion urith him : most men are dead in sin : BtU you hath he 
fuickenedj and you are his workmanships created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works ; and it is God's design you should walk in 
them : you that were without Christ, and without God in the 
world,afar off,are now brought nigh ; and you are no more stran^ 
gers and foreigners^ but fellow-^utizens with the saints and 
of tfie household of God: for this cause I therefore beseech 
you, walk worthy of the vocation wherewith you are called : 
See this argument enlarged upon in the second, third, and 
fourth chapters of die Episde to the Ephesians, and your 
dudes still more particularly delineated in the fifth and 
sixth. 
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2. Con^der, that as your case is circumstanced^ itisi 
bUely impossibkfor you ever to find any other resting-place kui 
Gody or ever take any satisfying comfort, of your life^hainaway 
of (kvotetbuss to God and communion with him* The case 9 
not with you, O believer, as it is with other men.-— Tok, oniy^ 
have Iknovm of all the families of the earth ; therefore will I 
punish you for all your iniqmUes^ said God to his andent peo- 
ple.... ATic. liL 2. But the other nations of the earth might woiv 
ship idols, and serve wood and stone, and go on and pixwpeTi 
without being called to a present account ; and so it is as ts 
particular persons : Bastards, mAio have no parents to own tfaea 
and bring them up, may, as for any restraints from parental au^ 
thority, do what they will ; They that do not belong to God's 
family, may live from home as long as they [deaae, and, because 
they have no interest in his house, may, in respect of divine 
permission, go and live where they please....niay continue to 
lie out from God : but whom the Lord loveth^ he ehasteneth t and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth,...Hth. sii. 6. Hypo- 
crites may lose their religion, and lie dead whole months and 
years together, and return, with the dog to his vomit, and take 
as much comfort in the world and their lusts as ever ; but it is 
impossible diatyou should : you can never get your conscience 
asleep as^l^herinen's are, or your heart content to lie out fixim 
God, or fmig yourself out of your father's hand, or get out of 
the reach of his rod. 

Solomon once seemed resolved to find another resting place 
for his heart besides God, and something else to take comfort 
in, and he was under the best outward advantages to make a 
thorough trial that ever man was ; but he never did, and never 
could : but was always like a bone out of joint, or like the nee- 
die of a compass turned aside from its beloved star. Vanity of 
vanities^ says the preacher, all is vanity and vexation of spirit i 
And poor David, how was he pained with anguish of spirit for 
the sin whereby he provoked the Lord ? Psalm xxxii. 3, &c.... 
W/iile I kept silence^ (i. e. before Nathan came, who brought me 
to an open confession-— see ver. 5.) my bones waxed old through 
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^ring all the day long : For day and night thy hand rvas 
upon me : My moisture i> turned into the drougfit ofmm^ 
And never did a believer depart from God to seek anoth- 
ting place, or go away from the fountain of living waters 
something else to take comfort in ; but God hedged up 
ly with thonUj and made a Xifoll, that he could notfnd hio 
: So that, although ht followed after his lovers^ he never 
^ ^AfTfi— and though he sought them^he never found them; 
t last, has been constniined to say, I will go and return to 

^st husband; for then was it better with me than now 

iL 6, 7. His bacislidings have reproved him, and his wick* 
r has corrected him^ and made him knaw^ to the breaking 
heart, that it is an evil and bitter tiling to forsake the Laird 
\ ii. 19 : For as God thus dealt with the Jewish chtnrch 
L, sohe does with every believer ; for all God's dealings 
^em were for ensamfdes ; and they are written for our adm 
ion^uponwhom the enAofthe world are come...h Cor. x. 11. 
id this now being the case, O believer, and j'ou having al- 
by your own experience found it so, will you, notwith- 
ing, forsake the Lord i What bL}Au...what iniquity do you 
A God, that you should forsake him i Has he been a wiU 
fsunto youj or a kmd of darkness ? Or has he not been 
Gstthcr, ever since the day he took you by the hand to lead 
5ven ever since the day j'ou first knew him ? Or* ju^ you 
r of lightsome, of sweet and happy days, and impatient to 
^ yourself into darkness, distress, and anguish t May you 
spect, if }'ou forsake him and go away from him, to seek 
er resting place, and something else to take comfort in as 
portion, that he will strip you naked as in the day that you 
horny and make j'ou desolate, and a terror to yourself, and 
lis anger will smoke against you, and his hand lie heavy 
you ? And then will you mourn like the dove in the valley^ 
e troubled f and go bowed down greatly ^ and roar by reason 
' disquietness of your hearty and ^sh a thousand and thous- 
imes that you had never forsaken the Lord...«Read Psalm 
ill. — Jer* 3d and 3d Chapters^^HUkd Hos. u. Will you 
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not, therefore, bid adieu to all other lords and lovers, anddemve 
unto the Lord with all your heart forever i for this is your wis- 
dom, and thb is your life : Which brings me to add. 

Consider, if you will have done with every thing else, and 
give up yourself to the Lord, to love him, and live to htm, and 
be wholly his, then God will he your Godaenaibly^ and you willy 
in spiritual respecUjfe one of the happiest creatures in this world-^ 
a hundred times happier than you could possibly be in the ways 
of sin ; you shall have an hundred fold in this present root Id ^ be- 
sides eternal life in the xiforld io come. Jfany man lo9e nt^^says 
Christ, and keep my commandments^ I will love lum and manifest 
myself unto- him : and / emd my father vnU come and make our 
abode with him.,.*John xiv« 21, 23. He that dweUeth in these' 
cret place of the most High, shall abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty....FsBlmxcu 1 : AndGodyi9illhtyo}irdwelliHg'^ilace 
fbrever....Ps3im xc 1« While the nations dash themselves m 
pieces, and all the world is in confusion, and while you pass 
through the fire and through the water, God will be widiyou^ 
and he will always be your light, life, peace, joy, gbry, and 
blessedness, in this undone, dreadful world — and your heart 
will be firm and fixed like Mount Zion^ that cannot be removed, 
but abideth forever — ^and nothing shall ever separate you from 
tlie love ofGod^ neither things present y nor things to come^ nor 
height y tior defjth^ nor life^ nor death^ nor any other thing : And 
God will certainly give you every thing in this world that bbest 
for you, and most for his glory, and you will not desire any more ; 
and all the evil things you may pass through will sensibly worii 
together for your good....JWii/. vi- 33 — Rom^ viiu 28—39— 
Psahn Ixxiii. 25, 26. 

And thus you have, by experience, alwap found that God 
has dealt with you. I appeal, O believer, to your own con* 
science, that thus it has always been, whenever you have sensi^ 
bly from the heart renounced all other things, and given up 
yourself to the Lord, to love him, and to live to him, and to take 
content in him, God has sensibly been a God^ ssaAfather^ and 
portion unto you, and has given you all things, which (evoy 
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thing considered) you ciDuld d^ire, and sensibly made aU things 
work together for your good ; whence you have been many a 
time ready to say. Thai tuft a word of all his promises has ever 
fallen to the ground: And you have s^ctuaUy enjoyed a hundred 
times more comfort in the service of Cod,...in devotedne^s to 
God, and communion with him, than could have been had in 
the service of am ; And will you not now, therefore, be entire- 
ly and forever the Lord's ? O how happy you might be ! And 
what blessed days you might enjoy ! 

4. And that which canqot but touch a filial heart, consider, 
tihat if you will thus be wboUy the Lord's, to love him, and live 
to him, and delight in him, and to do his will, God will be gUn 
rified thereby. ••.it will be to his honor in the worW....Johnxv^ 8, 
Hertin is my Father ghrifedy that ye bear much fruit : But ye 
are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood^ a holy nation^ ape^ 
culiar people ; thai ye should show forth the praises of him who 
hath called you outofdarJhiess into his marvellous light...d. Pet. 
ii* 9. God has biit few friends in the world. Many that pre- 
tend to be his friends, are a great dishonor to him, and disgrace 
to religion : By their means his name is blasphemed, and his 
ways are evilly spoken of ; and, in general, his honor is every 
where trodden down in the dust* And ran you stand by un- 
concerned ?,..y£a,can you look on without your heart bleeding 
within you I O, therefore, be serious^ .be humblc.be meek, ho- 
ly, and heavenly.. .be peace^makers, and merciful.. be kind and 
tender-heaited, condescending and obliging, and aboimd in cvr 
cry good work j for you are the salt of the earthy and the light 
of the world : O, therefore, live so, as that your Father^ whicfy 
is in heaven^ m(fybeglori/ijed...,^l'dX.v. 13 — 16. 

To conclude, will you not now, therefore, determine, from 

this day forward, to be wholly the Lord's, and from this day bc» 

gin to live to God in better earnest than ever ? God is ready to 

help you. You will, as to present comfort, be undone, if 

you do not live to God ; and peace, and glory, and blessed? 

Bess is before you, if you do i and God, even your God, will 

be glorified i And if you are now ready, by the grace of 

I I 
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God, to hearken unto this advice, then take Acac two direo 
tions :— 

1. Lay aside every rueighi^ and the sins which more easily be* 
set you...>Kth. xlu 1. In a serious and sweet hour, when you 
get alone, and mourn, and pray, and give up yoursdf to God, 
and think and resolve you will now be forever die Lord's, ytm 
are wont, upon self-examitaation, and a review of past times, to 
see and say, *^ This, that, and the other thing, has been the sin^ 
^^ ful occasion, time after time, of my losing aserious, gradous 
*^ frame of heart— and by such and such sinful means I have 
^ gradually lost a sense of divine and eternal things, and so have 
*^ wandered from God, and laid a foundation far darkness and 
*^ sorrow. O my carelessness ! O that I had prayed more in 
^ secret ! O that I had spent precious time better, be &c.''— 
These now are the weights, and these die sins which earily be- 
set you — and these you must lay aside forevte, if you design to 
be the Lord's indeed, and to make a business of lefigion to pur- 
pose : But perhaps you will say, ^ My worldly busincss....my 
^ necessarj^cares, and the common duties crf'Ufe, are sometimes 
*^ the very things, and these I ought not to lay aside ; and what 
*^ shall I do in this case ?"— ^I answer^ that, at another time, 
the necessary cares, business, and duties of life, you find to be 
no hinderances at all-^-^ven at such times when you do all out of 
love to God, and for God, with singleness of heart. If you 
will, therefore, but always go about the common duties of life 
in such a manner, they will never be any clog to you. What 
you have, therefore, to do in the case, is not to lay aside diat 
which is your duty, but to lay aside your wrong ends and aims : 
and thus you must lay aside every weight: But, 

2. If you design to be religious in good earnest, then becarc' 
Jul to use all proper means j and do every proper thing that has a 
tendency to promote your spiritual life: EiVery proper thing, I 
say, to guard against those anti-scriptural methods which enthu« 
siasts are wont to take, and by which, above all things, their 
false affections are promoted, but which have a direct tendency 
to kill the divine life. In a serious hour of sweet retirement, 
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and in happy days when you are nearest to God> and enjoy most 
communion with him, and have jrour senses most accurate to 
discern between good and evil, 3rou are wont to see and say— - 
*^ O how blessed I might be, if I did alwajrs keep in this narrow 
^^ way which now lies open pkun before me— if I were always 
*^ serious, watchful, prayerful....always reading, or meditating, 
^^ and looking to God, and keeping my heart, and improving ev- 
'^ ery precious moment of my time wisely for God," &c.— * 
Well, well, O believer, this is the way—walk in it, and you shall 
be like a tree planted by the rivers of water ^ that bringeth forth 
his fruit in his season^ whose kaf never withers; and whatsoever 
you do shall prosper : And, after a few more days, and weeks, 
and months, and years spent in prayer, and fiEdth,and holiness, 
in this your pilgrimage state, you shall come and sit down with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of God, and dwell 
forever with the Lord. Amen« 

Now J the Gedofpeace^ that brought qgainfrom the dead our 
Jjord Jesusy that great Shepherd of the sheep^ through the blood 
of the everlasting covenant ^ make you perfect in every goodwork^ 
to do his willj xvorking in you that which is well pleasing in his 
sightj through Jesus Christ : to whom be glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
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SHCWINO TH£ NATURE 07 THE GOSPEL^ AMD 07 A CEKUIKt 
COMPLIANCE WITH IT* 



JOHN III. 16. 

for God #0 hwd the v)orld, that be gave hi* only begotten Son, that tfhoiotott 
btUeveth in him, thoulU net perith, hut bafoe everlatting life, 

THE INTRODUCTION. 

1 HE grand question before us, is, What is true religion f 
And this is the general answer— /l^ consists in arealcofifermity 
to the laWy and in a genuine compliance with the gospel. What 
is implied in a real conformity to the knvj has been already shown 
in the former discourse ) and we come now to consider where** 
in a genuine compliance with the gospel does consist. From 
our Savior's mouth we had before a brief summary of the law ; 
and now, from our Savior's mouth, we have a brief summary of 
the gospel, in these comprehensive words, God so loved the 
worlds &c« 

Nicodemus came to him for instruction, believing him to be 
a teacher sent from God. Our Savior begins immediately to 
inculcate upon him the necessity of regeneration Bxxi faitlu^-^ 
We are sinners....are naturally d!ra£fm»/n-**-and, therefore, must 
be bom agmn..4.hG recovered to the divine image in the temper 
of our minds, and so be made spiritually alive s We are guiU 
^...kwe need pardoning i^iercy at the hands of the great Gov- 
ernor of the world ; but he will grant it only through the il&. 
diator he has appointed : in him, therefore, must we believe— 
on hit merits and mediation must wc depend* Nicodemus 
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could haitUy understand the doctrine of the nfwfcWA/ tndour 
Savior intimates that the m3rsteries of our redemption, by the 
blood of Christ, were bke to bestiU move difficult to him : We 
can easily understand woildly things, for they are agreeable to 
the temper of our minds, and suit the taste and relish of our 
hearts ; but we are blind to things spiritual and divine.«..are 
slow of heart to understand them, they not suiting the temper 
and relish of our hearts, and we being in a disposition to dis* 
«elish things of such a nature : therefore, our Savior observes 
to Nicodemus, (ver. 19.) Thia ii the condemnation, that light 
is come into the world, but men love darkness rather than light^ 
because their deeds are eviL We are in a state of rebellion..«*at en- 
mity against God, and under his wrath ; and yet ready, through 
our darkness, to flatter ourselves that all is well and so are se« 
cure and at ease. Light is come into the world, discovering 
our disease and our remedy, but we love our disease, and loathe 
the remedy ; and, therefore^ hate the light, and^ltt not come 
to it : And Uius our Savior teaches Nicodemus wherein tnuB 
religion consists, and points out the aversion of roankind tp 
it : Nor is there any thing that will discover our aversion so 
plainly as to set true religion in its own light ; for when we see 
cleariy what it is, we may perceive how we stand affected to- 
wards it ; but otherwise we may be easily mistakep — ^may ima- 
gine that we love true religion, when, indeed, we only love the 
fiEilse image we have framed in our own fancy. Regeneration 
^xiA faith, these two great essentials, wherein all religion radi- 
cally consists, are the things our Savior inculcates upcm his new 
disciple. Christ loved to lay the foundation well : He was not 
fond of converts, unless their conversion was sound : Axid, in- 
deed# all our reUgion is good for nothing, if our nature be not 
renewed : and all our communion with God is but fimcy, if we 
>u% strangers to Christ i {or he is thetuay,thetnUh,and the li/e^ 
and no man comes to the Father but by him. But to proceed to 
the words of the text, God so loved the world, &c. 

God — ^i. e. God the Father, the first person in the ever- 
Uessed trinity, who sust^ns the dignity and majesty of God- 
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heady and istmmeoAyLardofheaoen and earthy (Mat. n. 25.) 
and prime agent in the irorks of creation and providence....in 
governing the woiid— .in redeeming, sanctifying, and saving 
of unner8....^0i»i. xi. 36. That diere are three persons in the 
God-head....the Father, the Son, and the Holy-Ghost, and that 
these three are one God, the scriptures do abundandy teach.... 
{Mat^ xxviii. 19 — II. Cor. xiii. 13—- I. John v. 7.) And this 
doctrine we must believe, or we cannot understand the gospeU 
How they are three, and how they are one, is not revealed, nor 
b it necessary for us to know : but that there are three persons 
in the God-head, and yet but one God, we must believe ; and 
what characters they sustain, and what parts they act in the 
aflEEur of our salvatioB, we must understand. The gospel rep- 
resents (rod the Father as sovereign Lord of heaven and earth 
—.as righteous Governor of the world....as ^ing laws to his 
creature8...aa revealing his wrath against all transgressions : 
He is represented as being injured and offended by our sins, 
and concerned to maintain die honor of his majesty....of his 
law and government, and sacred authority : He is represented 
as having designs of mercy towards a sinful, guilty, ruined 
worid ; and as contriving and proposing a method of recovery : 
He is represented as one sealed on adirone of grace, reconcilea- 
ble through Jesus Christ, and seeking to reconcile the world 
to himself by Christ, ordering pardon and peace to be proclaim- 
ed through a guil^ world, to any and all who will return to 
him in the way prescribed. The gospel represents Go^fA^ Son 
as bring constituted Mediator by his Father, that, in and by 
him, he might open a way to accomplish his designs of mercy 
towards a giulty world, consistent with the honor of his majesty 
•...of his holiness and justice....of his law and government. 
His Father appoined him to the office, and he freely undertook 
it : His Father sent him into this world to enter upon the di& 
ficult work, and he willingly came. He was made fesh^ and 
dwelt among us : Here he lived, and here he died, in the capa^ 
city of a Mediator. He arose....he ascended into heaven, and 
•its now at his Father's right hand, God-Man Mediator, exalt- 
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ed to the highest honor^^made Lord of all things, and Judge 
of the worid. And nov we are to have access to Godby.him, 
as our Mediator, high Priest, Intercessor, and Advocate^ who 
has made complete atonement for sins in the days o£ bis fibaso- 
ment, and has now sufficient interest in the court of heavesu 
The gospel represents God the Holy-Ghast as being sent of the 
Father as prime agent, and by the Son as Mediator, in the 
character of an enlightener and sanctifier, in order to bringi 
sinners effectually to see and be sensible of their sin, guilt, and 
ruin.«..to believe the gospel....to trust'in Christ, and to retnni 
home to God through him : And it is his office to dwell in be^ 
lievers....to teach and lead diem....to sanctify, quicken^ strength* 
en, and com£^rt them, and to keep them through faith unto 
salvation. The Tather is God by nature, and God by office : 
The Son is God by nature, and Mediator by office : The Spirit 
b God by nature, and Sanctifier by office. The FtUher^wk 
Governor, Law-giver, Judge, and Avenger, has idl power in 
heaven and earth, in and of himself....il/£i^. xi* 25. The Son^ 
as Mediator, derives all hb authority from the Fatiierw^iUtf. 
xi. 27* The Holy Spirit acts as being sent by them both.... 
by the Father^ as supreme Governor, deaUng with a sinful, 
guilty world, through a Mediator — ^by the Son^ as Mediator, 
negociaung a reconciliation between God and man....yoAn xiv. 
16. The Father maintains the honor of the God-head, and of 
his government, and displays his grace, while he ordains that 
sin shall be punished, the sinner humbled, and brought ba^ ^ 
God, and into a subjection to his will, and in that way be par- 
doned, and finally saved. Sin is punished, in the Son^ as Me* 
diator, standing in the room of the guilty : And the sinner is 
humbled, brought back to God, and into a subjection to his 
will, by the Holy Spirit ; and, in this way, is pardoned and 
saved : And thus the Son and the Spirit honor the Father j as 
supreme Governor, and all join in the same design to cUscouni- 
tenance sin, humble the sinner, and glorify grace. — Thua fiw 
briefly of the doctrine of the trinity. Right apprehensions of 
God help us to understand the law, and right apprehensions of 
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the trinity, will hdpus to understand the gospel: Not how they 
are three persons, and yet bat one God, the manner of which 
is tiot needful to be known; but the offices and characters they 
sustam, and the different parts diey aa in the great afiair of 
saving sinners. God (says die text) so laved the worlds that he 
gave his only begotten Son ; that whosoever beUeveth in himj 
should not perish, hut have everlasting lifer u e. God the Father, 
the great Governor of the world, whom we had offended by sin. 

So LOVED the worlds, e. with a love of benevolence* Es- 
teem us he could not ; for we were worthless and vile : To de- 
light in us it was impossible ; for we were altogether odious 
and abominable. But to have a good will towards us, or a 
will to do us good, this he might have, although we were sinful 
and guilty : Not, indeed, from any motive in us ; for if we 
were viewed, and our temper and circumstances considered, 
there was not to be seen one motive to pity, no, not the least ^ 
but every motive to indignation and wradi. However, from 
modves within himself, he might will to do us good, notwith- 
standing our sin and guilt* The self-moving goodness of Ms 
nature did excite him, from the good pleasure of his will, to the 
praise of the glory of his grace, to design mercy towards a sin- 
ful, guilty, ruined worid. God so loved the world. 

The WORLD— <-L e. all mankind*..*all the posterity of Adam : 
For what follows, is evidendy true, of every individual i-^That 
he gacve his only begotten Son^ that whosoever believes in him^ 
shouldnot perish^ but have everlasting life. 

So bvedr^. e* so inconceivably«..*so unspeakably. 

That he gave his only begotten Son^. e. of his mere, pure 
goodoeaa, constituted, him to be a Mediator...«appointed him 
to be a Redeemer and Savior, to make :>tonement for sin, and 
purchase ctivine favors, and so to open a way for sinners to re- 
turn to God with safety, and for God to show mercy to them 
with honor* God so loved the worlds u e» all the race of Adam, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, immediately upon the apos* 
tacy of mankind ; for then was this seed of the wonum promised, 
(Gen. iii. 15) that all, being, ^ nature^children ofwrath^mif^t 
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be prevented by divine goodness. God saw all Involved in 
sin^and guilt, and ruin, by Adam's first sin : And so he provi* 
ded a Savior for all ; that whosoever believes in himj should nU 
perish^ but have everlasting life. 

Should not P£RisH.-^He viewed all mankind, as sinfiil and 
guilty.. ..lost, undone, and perishing, i. e. exposed to die wrath 
of God, and curse of the law....to all the miseries of diia lifie..*.to 
death itself, and to the pains of hell forever : And he gave lua 
only begotten Son to be a Savior ; 

That whosoever believeth inhim^u e. that ventures upos 
his atonement«...his worth and merits....his mediation and in« 
tercession, for divine acceptance ; so as to be -dience embold- 
ened to return home to God, upon the invitation of the gospeL 
That all such should not perish— -but 

, Have EVERLASTING LIFE — ^i. e. the everlasting in-dwelling 
of the holy spirit, as a sanctifier and comforter, to be a never- 
failing spring of a new, a spiritual and divine life— -everlasting 
union and communion with Christ, and the everiasting ivios 
airJ enjoyment of God through him. 

Thus we have, in these words, a brief view of the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God. And from them we may learn, (1.) 
That God, the great Governor of the. world, considered man- 
kind as being in 2l perishing condition, i. e. sinful, guilty, justly 
condemned, helpless, and undone. (2.) That it was merely 
from motives within himself that he has done what he has fat 
theirrecovery out of this state. (3.) That he has constituted 
his Son a Mediator, Redeemer, and Savior, that through him 
sinners might be saved. (4.) That he has appointed faith in 
Christ, to be the condition of salvation. Here, therefore, I 
will endeavor to show, 

I. Upon what grounds it was, that God, the great Governor 
of the world, did consider mankind as being in 2i perishing con* 
dition, i. e. sinful, guilty, justly condemned, helpless, and un* 
done. 

II. What were the motives which excited him to do what be 
has done for their recovery. 
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III. What necesdttf there was of a Mediator and Redeemer^ 
and how the way to life has beea opened by him whom God 
has provided* 

IV. What is the true nature of wm^ faith in him : And 
jO| by the whole, to explain the nature of the gospel, and of a 
genuine compliance therewith : And in the last place, 

V. WiU consider die promise of everiasdng^life to those who 
believe. 

SECTION L ' 
SHOWIKO THE RBASOKS WHT GOD DOES, IN TBE GOSPEL, CON- 
SIDER MANKIND AS BEING IN A PERISHING CONDITION. 

I. I am to show upon what grounds it was, that Gody the 
great Governor of the world, did consider mankind as being in a 
perishing condition^ i. e. sinful, guilty, justly condemned, help- 
less and undone. That he did consider mankind as being in 
a perishing condition, b evident, because he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that they might not perish who should believe in 
him. If we were not in a perishing condition, his giving his 
Son to save us from perdition, had been needless : and his pre- 
tending great love and kindness in doing so^ had been 
to aSront us— to make i6 if we were undone creatures, 
when we were not ; and as if we were much beholden to him 
for his goodness, when we could have done well enough with- 
out it : And the more he pretends of his great love and kind- 
ness, die greater must the affront be. So that, however we 
look upon ourselves, it is certain that God, who sees all things 
as being what they are, did actually look upon us as in a perish- 
ing, lost, undone condition : And if he considered us as being 
in sttdi a condition, it must have been because he looked upon 
us as sinful, guilty, justly condemned, and altogether helpless ; 
for otherwise we were not in a perishing condition. If we 
could Iiave helped ourselves a litde, we should not have need- 
ed one to save us, but only to help us to save ourselves : but 
our salvat'K i, in scripture, is always attributed wholly to God ; 
and God every where takes all the ^ory to himself, as though, 
in very deed, he had deserved it alL...(£/A. i. 3 — 6, and ii. 1 
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— 9) ; 80 that it is certain, God did look upon mankind aa be* 
ing in a peiistung condition, sinful, guihy, justly condemmtA^ 
and altogether helpless : and, considering us in such a conditiOHi 
he entered upon his designs of mercy and grace ; and dioreibre 
he every where magnifies his love, and looks upon uaaa isft 
nitely beholden to him, and under infinite oUigationsto aaciibc 
to him all the glory and prsdse, even quite all : Tfua f»Jlesk 
shotdd glory in his presence — but he that ghriethy let him glory 
in the Lord*...!. Cor. i. 29, 31. 

It is of great importance, therefore, that'^e conie to look up^ 
on ourselves as being in such a perishing condition too ; for 
otherwise it is impossible we should ever be in a disposition 
thankfully to accept g08pel«*grace, as it is oflfered unto us. We 
shall rather be oflfended, as thinking the gospel casts reproach 
upon human nature, in supposing us to be in such a forlorn ooUp 
dition as to stand in a perishing need of having so much done 
for us ;— <is the Jews of old scorned it, when Christ told them, 
l^they would become his disciples y they should hww the truths 
and the truth should make them free. They took it as an aftcnt, 
and were ready to say, " What ! Just as if we were in bon- 
^* dage ! Indeed, no. We were flever in bondage to any man: 
^^ We have Abraham to our father, and God is our Father ; but 
** thou hast a dtw\V\...John viii. dl«-^48. They would nctt 
understand him....they were all in a rage : And so it is like to 
be with us, with regard to the methods which God has taken 
with us in the gospel, unless we look upon ourselves as hedoe^ 
....so wretched and miserable««..so poor, blind, and naked.««.so 
helpless, lost, and undone. It is the want of this self-acquain* 
tance^ together with a fond notion of our being in a much be^ 
ter case than we are, that raises such a might}' cry against the 
doctrines of grace, through a proud, impenitent, guilty worid. 

And since God does thus look upon us to be in such a perislung 
condition, and upon this supposition enters on his designs of 
mercy and grace, here now, therefore, does the qi ^ tion recur, 
Upon -what grounds is it that he considers us as being in such a 
perishing condition ^....Grounds he must have,and good grounds 
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too, or he would never .thus look upon us. If we mvy rightly 
understand what they are^ perhaps we may come to look ujxm 
ourselves as he does ; and then the grace of the gospel wiU be* 
gin to appear to us in the same light it does to him. — ^The 
grounds, then, are as follow : 

U God, the great Governor of the world, does, in the gosr 
pel, consider mankind as being gmUy of AdanCs first sin^ and, 
on that account, to be in a perishing condition. Li Adam all 
died, (I. Cor. zv. 22) ; but death is the wages ofsin^ (Rom. vi. 
23) : therefore, in Adam all sinned ; for by one man sin enter* 
mdinio the worlds and death by sin ; and so death passed upon all 
tnetij/or thai all have sitmed^ i. e. sinned in Adam....(Rom. v^ 
ti) I for (ver. 19.) by one marCs disobedience many were made 
sinners : And, accordingly,^!^ offence of onc^ judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation : and hence all are, by nature, 
MUren 0/*u;ra^...«(£ph. ii. 3.) 

Obj. But how can we be guilty ofAdamIs first sin ? It was 
he committed itf and not we : and that without our consent^ and 
a hug time before we were bom. 

Ans. Adam, by divine appointment, stood and acted as our 
public bead : He stood a representative in the room of all his 
posterity ; and, accordingly, acted not only for himself, but for 
thenu His sustdning this character rendered him a type of 
Christ, the second Adam^ who has laid down his life in the room 
and stead of sinners : And his being spoken of in scripture as 
m type of Christ, with respect to this character of a public head, 
proves that be did actually sustain such a character....(Rom v. 
14} : And, therefore, as, by the obedience of Christ, many 
are. made righteous ; so, by the disobedience of Adam, mao)^ 
are made sinners-— (ver 19,) i. e. by the imputation of Christ's 
obedience, believers become legally righteous-— righteous in 
the «ghtof God, by virtue of an established constitution ; and 
ao have the reward of eternal life : So, by the imputation of 
Adam's first sin, his posterity, by ordinar)' generation, became 
legally sinners— dinners in the sight of God, by virtue of an es- 
ttlbljshed constitution^ and so are ex|)0sed to the punishment of 
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eternal death, the proper wages of sin. Now, it is true, we 
did not PER80W ALLY rise in rebellion against God in that fir&t 
transgression, but he who did do it was cur representative.^-*' 
We are members of the community he acted for, and -God con- 
siders us as such ; and, therefore, looks upon us as being legally 
guilty, and liable to be dealt with su:cordingly— and so, on this 
account, in a perishing condition : But, periiaps^some wiU still be 
ready to say, ^^ And where is the justice of all this P Methinks 
the following considerations, if we wiU be disinterestedly im* 
partial, may set the matter in a satisfying light : 

(1 .) Th€it the original constitution made with Adam, or fb hin^ 
self personally considered, rvas holy f just, and good. 

(2.) That if ail his posterity had been put under the same con- 
stitution^ one by one, from age to age, as they came into being, to 
act for themselves, it hadalso been holy, just, and good. 

(3.) T/iat it was, in the nature of the thing, in all respects, m 
well for our interest, that Adam should be made our public head 
and representative, to act not only for himself, but for all his pos- 
terity, as that we should each stand and act for himself singly ; 
and, in some respects, better. 

(4.) That, in such a case, God, as supreme Lord and sovereign 
Governor of the whole world, had full power and rightful author* 
ity to constitute Adam our common head and public representa* 
tive, to act in our behalf — Let us, therefore, distincdy consider 
these particulars : 

(1.) It is to be noted, the original constittaion made with Ad- 
am, (Gen. ii. 17.) as to himself personally considered^ was holy, 
just, and good, as will appear if we consider the circumstanees 
he was under, antecedent to that constitution or covenant : For, 

In the first place, antecedent to that covenant-transaction^ ht 
was under infinite obligations, from the reason and natuK of 
things, to love God with all his heart, and obey him in every 
thing. From the infinite excellence and beauty of the (Uvine 
nature, and from God's original, entire right to him, as his crea- 
ture, and absolute authority over him, as his subject, did his in- 
finite obligation so to do necessarily arise. It ^vas fit,..«it \ 
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infinitety fit and right that he should look upon the infinitely 
glorious Godf bis Maker and Governor, as being what he was^ 
and as having such a rig^t to him, and authority over him, as he 
had, and that he should be affected und act accordingly, antece* 
dent to the consideration of any covenant^transaction ; And, no 
doi^ this was actually the case with him before that covenant 
was n^ade ; for he was created in the image ofGod^ (Gen. i. 27.) 
And so his heart was full of a sense of his glory, and of ad* 
miring and adoring thoughts : He felt that he was not his own^ 
but the Lord's — and he loved him, and was entirely devoted to 
him, in the temper of his mind, conscious of the infinite obliga* 
tions he was under thereto. And farther, it is certain that God 
was the sole Lord and owner of this lower world, and 
all things in it ; and that Adam had no right to any thing but 
by a divine grant : And it is certain it was fit that Adam 
should be put into a state of trials and that God had authority 
to doit. 

And now, since he was naturally under such infinite obliga- 
tions to love and obey God, his Maker....God, the supreme Lord 
and sovereign Cvovemor of all things— mnce he had no right 
to any of the trees of the garden, but by the free grant of God ; 
and ^nce it was fit he should be put into a state of trial, and 
God had authority to do it : since these things were so, it is ev- 
ident that constitution was holy— -/n the day thou eatent thereof 
thou shalt surely die* God had a right to make such a law, for 
Adam was his, and all the trees in the garden were his, and he 
was, by nature, God, supreme Lord and sovereign Gov- 
ERHOR of the whole world, and it was fitting he should act as 
such— and it was infinitely fit that Adam should have a sacred 
regard to his authority in all things, because he was such — and 
that his eternal welfare should lie at stake, and be suspended 
upon his good behavior : And, no doubt, Adum viewed things 
thus, and was thoroughly sensible that God had a right to pro- 
hilut that tre^ upon pain of death, and that he was imder infi- 
niteoWgationsto have a most sacred regard to his will in tlutt 
Batten — ^Thus that constitution was holy. 
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And if we consider, in the next phu:e^ that, as has been ob- 
served, Adam was under infinite obligations lo love God, his 
Maker, with all his heart, and obey him in every thing, result- 
ing from the very reason and nature of things, it will appear 
that the threatening vHxsjust ; and no more than what he must 
have expected, had he fallen into any sin whatsoever, antece- 
dent to any constitution at all. Adam, in a state oipure nature^ 
!• e. prior to any covenant'transaction^ was under infinite obli- 
gations to perfect love and perfect obedience ; the least defect, 
therefore, must have been infinitely sinful ; and so, by conse- 
quence, must have deserved an infinite punishment : And it 
was meet that God, the Governor of the world, should punish 
sin according to its re^d desert : in the nature of things it was 
meet, antecedent to any express declaration of his design to do 
so ^ and Adam knew all this : He knew what obligations he 
was under to God, to love him with all his heart, and obey him 
in every thing ; and, by consequence, he was conscious to him- 
self that the least defect would be an infinite evil, aod so would 
deserve an infinite punishment ; and he knew that it was the 
nature of God to render to every one according to his deserts : 
he was certain, therefore, from the reason and nature of things, 
antecedent to that threatening, that the least «in would expose 
him to an infinite punishment. From this view of the case, it 
is plain, that that threatening was justf and Adam did most 
perfecdy approve of it as suck It was no more than it was rea- 
sonable for Adam to expect, and meet for Ck>d to inflict, for 
any transgression of the law of nature : And it was against 
the law of nature for Adam to eat the foxbidden fruit, when 
once God had said he should not. It was practically denybg 
God's supremacy casting oiF his authority, and actu- 
ally setting up his will agmnst the Lord's. If any siii, there- 
fore, deserved an infinite punishment, surely that did. 

RemarL And here, by the way, from this view of the case, 
we may gain a certain knowledge of what God meant by Thm 
shalt surely die ; or, as it is in the original. In dying thou skalt 
die ; and may be certain how Adam understood it. He did 
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Bet mean that Adam should be annihilated; for such a punish- 
ment was not equal to the crime : He might, without injustice, 
have (umihilated Adam, had he remained innocent ; for he that 
gives Being, of lua mere good pleasure, may, of his mere good 
pleasure, take it awvy again : nor could Adam have brought 
God into debt by a thousand years' perfect obedience ; for he 
owed himself, and all he could do, to God hie Maker....i?om. xi. 
35* God meant to punish Adam according to his deserts ; 
but annihilation would not have been such a punishment : and 
therefore it is certain that tins was not what God meant. Adam 
knew that sin was an infinite evil, and so deserved an infinite 
punishment, and that it was meet it should be punished accor- 
'ding to its deserts, and that it was the nature of God to do so ; 
but annihilation was not such a punishment, and Adam could 
'not but know it: and therefore Adam could not understand 
ideath in this sense. God meant to punish Adam according to 
his deserts* And what did he deserve ? Why, an infinite pun- 
ishment ; u e. to have all good taken away, and all kinds of evil 
trome upon him^r^o^. Well, what good had Adam in pos- 
session i Why, he had a natural life^ resulting from the union 
of his soul and body, with all the delights and sweetnesses 
thereof ; and he had a spiritual Ufe^ resulting from the gracious 
influences of the holy spirit, and consisting of the image of God, 
«od sense of his love, with all the delights and sweetnesses 
thereof ; and he ¥ra8 formed for immortality, and so was in a 
capacity of eternal life and blessedness, in glorifying God, and 
enjoying him : Here, therefore, he was capable of a natural^ a 
' spiritual^ and an eternal death^^o have soul and body rent 
asnnder forever-— to be forsaken by the spirit of God, and given 
upto the power of sin and satan forever, and to have God Al- 
mighfy become his everlsusting enemy. All this he deserved ; 
and dierefbre God meant all this : All this he ineru he should 
desetVe ;• and therefore he could not but understand the threat- 
ening to comprehend sdl diis. Besides, that which makes it 
Btin more certain, that this was the meaning of that first threat- 

'lenhigi is, that God has since very expressly threatened eternal 

L L 
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deathz& the wages of the least sin....i?0m. L 18— Go/. iiL 10^- 
Mat. XXV. 46 ; (and the word death itself is plainly used to 
signify eternal death and wMry..,.Rom. vi. 23 — Rom. viiL 13) : 
So that either now be means to ponish sin more than it de« 
serves, or he intended then to punish sinless than it deserved ; 
or else eternal death was what he always meant, by threatening 
death as the wagesof sin. If he means to punish sin now more 
than he did then^ it is too much naWj ornoc enough them both 
which are equally contrary to the reason and nature of tilings^ 
and equally inconsistent with the impartial jusdce of die divine 
nature, which always inclines him to render to every one accop> 
ding to his deserts«...nor more, nor less : and dierefere eternal 
death was intended in that first threatemng : But this by the 
way. 

And, lastly, as that constitution was holy and Just, so also it 
was good ; because it put Adam (personallyxonsidered) under 
better circumstances than he was before : For, wlule in a state 
of pure nature, perfect obedience could not have given faim any 
tide to eternal life ; but, as was sidd before, God might have 
annihilated him at pleasure, after a hundred, or a thousand, or 
ten thousand years, without any injusdce to him....(yoi xxii. S 
— Rom. xi. 35.) But now, under this consdtuuon, he had as 
assurance of eternal life upon perfect obedience : For, inas* 
much as God threatened death in case he should sin, it is evi- 
dendy implied that he should have lived forever in case he had 
been obedient : So that there was infinite goodness manifested 
to Adam (personally considered) in this consutution— eternal 
life being thus promised, of mere unmerited bounty. And be- 
sides, after a while, his state of trial would have been at an end, 
and he confirmed in an immutable state of holiness and happi* 
ness ; of which confirmation the tree of life setms to have been 
designed as a sacramental sign,...Gcn. .lii. 22 — ^Rev. ii. y, and 
xxii. 14 : Whereas, had he remained in a state of pure nature, 
he must have been everlasUngly in a state of probation, had it 
pleased his Maker to have continued him in being : So thati 
upon the whole, it is plain, this constituuon, as to Adam, per* 
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jooaliy cooaklered, w«s hofy^ju8ty?akd food; and Adam had 
great reasoi^, with alibis heart, to g^ve thanks to God his Maker, 
^r his goodness and condescension, that he would be so kinel^ 
and stoop so low^ as to. enter into such a covenant with a worm 
of the dust : and, no doubt, he did so, with the sincertst grati- 
tude. We proceed, therefore, to consider, - 

(2^) T/uU if all his poeterity had been put under this same con* 
stitutiouy one by one^from age to age, as they came into being, to 
act singly Jbr themselves j it had also, as to them, have been holy, 
JUST, oiu/good ; As it was better for Adam than a state of 
pure nature, so it would have been, for the same reason, better 
for us. We (had we remained in a state of pure nature, i. e« 
vnthout any constitution at all) should have been, each one of 
us, under the same infinite obligation to perfect obedience to the 
law of nature, and equally exposed to the same infinite punish- 
ment for the least sin, as he was, and as much without a title to 
life upon perfect obedience, and as liable to be everlasdngly in 
a state of probation : And, therefore, such a constitution would 
have been as great a favor to us, as it was to him ; 'and we 
equally under obligations to gratitude and thankfulness to God 
therefor. But, 

(3.) It was as well for our interest, in the nature of the thing, 
in all respects, that Adam should be made a public head and rep* 
resentative, to act not ofdyfor himself but for all lus posterity, as 
if we hadbeenputtoact singly for ourselves ; and, in some respects, 
better : For Adam was, in the nature of the thing, in all respects, 
as likely to stand as any of us should have been, and, in some 
respects, more tiUly ; for he had as good natural powers — as 
much of the image of God, and as great a sense of his obliga- 
tions, as any of us should have had ; and had, in all respects, 
as many motives to watchfulness ; and, in some respects, more 
•«-4n that not only his own everlasting welfare lay at stake, but 
also the everlasting welfare of all his posterity too. Besides, he 
had justreCeived the law from God's own mouth, and he was in a 
state of perfect manhood when his trial began : So that, upon 
tfie whok, in the nature of die thing, it was more likely he 
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should Stand dian that a&jr of as should ) and, therefore^ it wa# 
more for our interest that he should act for us, than we for 
ourselves : But if we had been put to act singly for ourselves, 
tinder such a constitution, it had been much better than to be 
left in a state of pure nature, and so we should have had great 
cause of thankfulness to God for his condescension and good- 
ness ; but to have Adam appointed to act for us, was, in the 
nature of the thing, still more to our advantage; on die account 
of which, we have, therefore, still greater cause of thankfulness 
to the good Governor of the world. It is infinite wickedness, 
therefore, to fly in the face of Almighty God, and chai^ him 
with unrighteousness, for appointing Adam our head and rep- 
resentative. We ought rather to say, ^^ The constitution was 
^holy, just, and good-^ea, very good ; but to us belongs 
^^ shame and confusion of &ce, for that we have sinned." 

Obj^ But God knew haw it would turn out^"^ knew Adam 
would fall^ and undo himself and all his race. 

Ans« When God called Abraham, and chose him and his 
seed for his peculiar people, to give them distinguishing advan- 
tages and privileges, and that professedly under the notion of 
great kindness and unspeakable goodness ; yet, at the same 
time, he knew how they would turn out-^ow they would be 
a suff-necked people, and would kill his Prophets, his Son and 
Apostles, and so be cast off from being his people* He knew 
all this beforehand ; yet that altered not the nature of the diing 
at all — did not diminish his goodness,* nor lessen his grace* 
And the Jewish nation, at this day, have reason to say, " Tht 
** Lord's ways have been ways of goodness, and blessed be his 
^^name ; but to us belong shame and confusion of face, iix 
** that we have sinned*" 

Ob J. TeSf but God decreed that Adam should faH 

Ans* He did not decree that Adam should fall, any moie 
than he did that the seed of Abraham should turn out such it 
stiff-necked, rebellious race* He decreed to permit both to do 
as they did ; but this neither lessens his goodness, nor their 
sin : for God is not obliged to put his creatures under such cir- 
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tumstaiices as that they shall never be tempted nor tried ; and 
when they are tried, he is not obliged to keep them from falU 
ing ; it is enough that they have sufficient power to stand, if 
they will ; — ^which was the case with Adam. Besides, God 
had wise ends in permitting Adam to fall ; for he designed to 
take occasion therefrom, to display all his glorious pci^ectiona 
in the most illustrious manner : So that we may say of it (and 
should, if we loved God above ourselves) as Joseph does of his 
brethren's selling him— -72r meant it for evil^ hit the Lord meant 
it for good : So here, satanmesmt it for evil, but God meant it- 
for good ; even to bring much glory to his great name : there- 
fore be still, and adore his holy sovereignty— ^d, at the same 
time, acknowledge that the constitution, in its own nature, was 
holy, just, and good — ^yea, very good. These things being 
considered, I proceed to add, 

(4.) Thaty in such a case^ God, as supreme Lord and sovereign 
Governor of the whole xvorldjiad full power and rightfid author^ 
ity to constitute Adam^ our common head and public representor 
tive^ to act in our behalf; for, as the case stood, there could be 
no reasonable objection against it. Adam was not held up to 
hard terms : The threatening, in case of disobedience, was 
stricdy just : The constitution, in its own nature, was vastly 
for the interest of Adam and of all his race. Adam was alrea* 
dy constituted the noturo/ head of all mankind ; for God blessed 
himy saying, Befr\iitjul, and multiply ^ and replenish the earth..,. 
Gen. L 28. All his race, had they then existed, would, if they 
had been wise for themselves, readily have consented to such a 
constitution, as being well adapted to the general good : (So 
. men are wont to do when their estates lie at stake, or their lives ; 
if they, think that an attorney is likely to manage the case for 
them better than they can for themselves, they will choose him, 
and venture the case with him, rather than with themselves) : 
So that the only question is, whether God had, in so unexcep* 
tionaUe a case, full power and rightful authority to constitute 
Adam a public head, to stand as a moral representative for ail 
Ilia race, and act in their behalf, so that they should stand or fall 
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widi lum : Or, in other words, (for it all comes to the i 
dung), whether, in any case whatsoever, God has fiill power 
and rightful authority to appoint one to stand and act in the room 
of another, so as to lay a foundation for the conduct of the one 
to be so imputed to the other, as that both shall stand and £all 
together : And so it is as much of a qu^tion, whedier God had 
power and authority to constitute the second Adam a public 
head as dic^rst. If God had not full power and rightful au- 
thority to appoint thtjiret Adam to be our public head and 
moral representaUve, to stand and act in our behalf, so as to lay 
a foundation for his conduct to be so imputed to us, as that we 
should stand and fall with him, then he had not full power and 
rightful authority to appoint the second Adam to be a public 
head, and moral representative, to stand and act in the room of 
a guilty world, so as to lay a foundation for his rig^ousness to 
be so imputed to them that believe in him, as that they should 
be justified and saved through it : For, if God has not power to 
constitute one to stand and act in the room of another, m any 
ease whatsoever — and if, on this footing, we say he had not pow* 
er to appoint thtjirst Adam, it is plain that, on the same foot* 
ing, he had no power to appoint the second, I suppose it will 
be readily granted, that if God has power, in any case whatso- 
ever, to constitute one to stand and act in the room of another, 
in the manner aforesaid, then he had in these two instances of 
Adam and Christ, which are doubtless, on all accounts, in them* 
selves, most unexceptionable : But if God, in no case whatso- 
ever, has power to appoint one thus to stand and act in the room 
of another, then both these constitutions are effectually under- 
mined, and rendered null and void. We can neither be guil^ of 
Adam's first sin, so as justly to be exposed to condemnation and 
ruin therefor ; nor can the righteousness of Christ be so imputed 
to us, as to entide us to justification and life. One man's disobe- 
dience cannot constitute many to be sinners, nor the obedience 
of one constitute many to be righteous. We can neither be ru- 
ined by iYit frst Adam, nor redeemed by the second. Under 
the Jewish dispensation, it was ordained (Lev.xviJ) {bat Aaron 
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should lay both his hands upon the head of the live^goaty andean^ 
fess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel^ and aU 
their transgressions in all their sins^ putting them upon the, head 
of the goaty and send him axvay by the hand of a fit man mtsa ths 
wilderness : And (says God) the goat shall bear upon him all 
their iniquities^ unto a land not inhabited. We used to think 
this scape^goat was designed by God to ^ify Christ : And th# 
scripture has taug^ us, in express language, that the iniquities 
of us all were kid on A/m«...diat he bore our sins...»th2t he was 
made a curse for U9.,..that by his obedience many are made rights 
eous....lMd. liii. 6— P^t. ii. 2 4 G aU iii. 13 — Rom. v. 19,— 
But if God has not authority to consutute one to stand and act 
in the room of another, this must all be void and of none effect: 
And thus, while men are disputing against the original consti« 
tuuon With Adam, they, unawares, undermine this second coo- 
stitution, which is the foundation of all our hopes. Eager to 
avoid Adam's first sin, whereby comes condemnation, diey rea- 
der of none effect Christ's righteousness, whereby comes jus- 
tification : And if Christ did not stand and act as a public 
person....if our sins were not laid upon him....if hedidnotbai« 
them on the tree....if he was not made a curse for us, and if we 
are not to be pardoned through his atonement, and justified 
througk-iiis righteousness, then the gospel is all a fable, and the 
whole scheme of our salvation, therein revealed, is wholly over- 
thrown : What remains, therefore, but deism and infidelity ? 
But in as much as we have full evidence to the truth of the 
Christian revelation, and may be assured that it is from God^ 
we may, therefore, be confirmed in it that Jesus Christ has 
been, by God, the great Governor of the world, appointed a pub- 
lic person, to stand and act....to obey and suffer in our room, 
that, through his obedience and sufferings, we might have par- 
don and eternal life : And, from this fact, we may be assured, 
diat God has full power and rightfrd authority to constitute one 
to stand and act in the room of another : and, if he has such 
authority, nothing hinders but that he might constitute Adam 
to be our public head, as had been said. 
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. Besides, if we consider the nature of the thing itself, it is plain 
that God had power to constitute Adam dtir public head ; for 
God, as moral Governor of the world, and sovereign Lord of 
alkti»3$g8, has powar to make any constitution whatsoever, 
whicR does, in its own nature, agree to the eternal fitness of 
things, or, in other words, which is agreeable to his own perfect 
tions : But all will grant, that constitution is agreeaUe to his own 
perfections^ which, in its own nature, is suited to tfie glory of God 
and good of the creatures. Now this constitution with Adam 
was, in its own nature, suited to the general good of mankind, 
because the welfare of mankind was, in the nature of the thing, 
safer and better secured upon such a footing, than if every single 
child of Adam had been left in a state of pure nature, without any 
constitution at all, or than if they had everyone been put to act 
singly for himself — as has been before proved : Andit was well 
suited to the glory of God,because in that constitutioo,con^idered 
in its own nature, God eminendy appeared to be what he wast 
For in it he appeared as the most high Goi>— 4ie supreme 
Lord, and sovereign Governor of the whole world— for in 
it he acted 2ls sovereign Lord of his creature8...asbeit)g,by nature^ 
God^ and as having an absolute right to and authority aver the 
works of his hands. And when God acts so, as by his conduct 
to show what he is, then are his doings suited to his own glory ; 
for nothing is more to his glory, than to appear to be what he 
is : And in as much as the constitution itself was well suited 
to the general good of mankind, God did, in making of it, act 
a kind and tender part towards the human race, to the honor 
and glorv'^ of his goodness. And while eternal life was prom* 
ised to perfect obedience, and eternal death threatened to dise* 
bedience, God's infinite love to virtue, and infinite hatred of 
vice, were manifested, to the glory of his holiness and justice. 
Since, then, that constitution was thus, in its own nature, suited 
to our good and God's glory, there is no doubt but die aove- 
reij^n Lord and Governor of all things had full power and right- 
ful author! t)^ so to appoint : for, in so doing, he would act agree- 
ably to his own perfections, and the eternal fitness of things. • 
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But to conclude— We may be abundantly satisfied, not 
•nly from the nature of the thing, but also from what God has 
in fact done^ that that constitution was holy, just, and good, and 
that he had full power, and rightful authority to do as he did, 
, because otherwise he would never have done so — ^he would 
never have made such a constitution. It is plain and evident, 
from facts, that Adam was considered and dealt with under 
the capacity of a public head, and that death natural, spiritual, 
and eternal, were mduded in the threatening ; for all his pos- 
terity are evidendy dealt with just as if that had been the case. 
They are bom spiritually dead^ as has been proved in the for- 
mer (Uscourse. They are evidendy lii ule to natural death, as 
toon as Uiey are bom : * And if they die and go into eternity with 
Aeir native temper, they must necessarily be miserable in be- 
ing what diey are, unlike to God, and incapable of the enjoy* 
aaent of him, aod contrary to him : And God must necessarily 
look upon them with everlasting abhorrence ; for he cannot but 
abhor creatures whose tempers are contrary to him : so that 
here is eternal death ; and all in consequence of Adam's first sin» 

Now then, if indeed we are, in fact, dealt with just as we 
should have been, had Adam been our public head, there can 
Burdy need no farther evidence to prove that this was the case ; 
for the Judge of all the earth cannot but do right : and, there- 
fore, he would not deal with us as being guilty of Adam's first 
•in, were not Adam our representative : But had Adam been 
our representative, and his first sin imputed to us, yet then we 
should have been dealt widi no otherwise than now we are ; < 
L e« on supposition of die interposition of a Mediator, as is now 
tfarcate : for that we are now bom into the world subject to 
natural death, none can deny, and this by virtue of Adam's first 
sin % and if we are realiy spiritually dead tx>o, and so exposed to 
eternal death, it is just what might have been expected, had Ad- 
am stood for us— >and so there is no more to be said : And if 
God be such a Being, as I suppose he is, and the law such, and 
the nature of true.holiness such, dien, as h^ been shown in the 

first discourse^ there b no doubt we are, natively, spiritually 

Mm 
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dead : * So that the force of this argument depends uponilie trotb 
of xho^^Jirstprincipks^ which, I think, have been sufficieiitijr 
proved. Right apprehensions of the moral law will, at once, 
convince us of our inherent natural corruption, and make us fisd 
that we 2LT€r fallen creatures. 

Remark. Perhaps this is the consideradon which most 
commonly first leads poor sinners to see that they do actually^ 
lie under the guilt of Adam^s first sin ; and that their ruin 
thence took its rise, viz. their finding, by experience, when tbo 
spirit of God brings home the law and awakens conscience, thai 
they are, by nature^ dead in trespasses and sins / for now na 
conclusion can be more natural than that they are, by natureyChilf^ 
dren of wrath : And this will naturally lead them to enquiret 
"Whence this has come to pass i and they will presently find tho 
scripture express and plain in it, that, by one nuuCs tUeobedience^ 
many were made sinners ; and, by the offence of oncy judgment 
came upon all to condemnation : and their owu nperieDce will 
^ve them the most natural comment upon the words, wlule theyi 
feel themselves to be, by nature, dead in sin, and exposed tQ 
eternal ruin : But now, ^^ How could I jusdy have all this come 
*' upon me for Adam's first sin ?" will naturally be the next 
thought : And an awakened conscience will, perhaps first (^all, 
reply, ^^ How it is just and right I cannot tell, but I am certaiQ 
^^ so it is, that I am, by nature, dead in sin, and, by nature, a 
** child of wrath ; — this I see and feel : And the scripture says, 
" that, by one man^s disobedience^ many were made sinners ; and 
" that, for the offence of one^ judgment came upon all men to con* 
*^ demnation : And God's ways must be righteous, for the Judge 
<* of all the earth always does right : And if I do finally perishf 
" I have nothing to say ; for I have gone in Adam's steps..-! 
** have been voluntary in my rebellion against God all my life* 
^^ and am at heart an enemy to him still, and that voluntarily so.** 
And this fnay, in a measure, silence such a poor sinner for tho 
present : But if ever he comes to be reconciled to the divine 
nature, and then impartially to look into the original constitu* 
tbn, he may then iee that it was, in its own nature, holy, just^ 
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«mI good, and worthy of God, the great Governor of the world ; 
and, as such, sweetly acquiesce in it, saying, ^^ God's ways were 
^ holy, just, and good» and blessed be his name ; but to us (to 
^ all the human race) belong shame and confusion of face, for 
^ that we have sinned.** But until men are awakened, at least 
to some sense of their natural corruption, they are commonly 
very blind and deaf to ail the scripture says about this matter. 
It is hard to make men believe contrary to their own experi- 
ence—to make them believe that ihcyfeii in Adam, when they 
do not feel that they are, by naturcyfaiien creatures. Let the 
scripture speak ever so plain, yet they cannot believe that it 
iBcans as it says : It must mean, they think, sometUng else. 
The best method, therefore, to convince sinners of the doctrine 
of original (imputed) sin, and to silence all their cavils, is to 
0pc:n the true meaning of the moral lawy and show them their 
Biitive depravity : This is the method which God takes in the 
Bible. He says but litde about Adam's first sin, but says much 
to snow us what we really are, as knowing that, if we are but 
once convinced of our native corruption, a few words are suffi- 
cient to show us whence our ruin originally took its rise.. 

Thus God, the great Governor of the world, in the gospel- 
dispensation, considered mankind as being in a perishing con- 
dition..«.sinful, guilty, jusdy condemned^ helpless, and undone ; 
and one gi*ound and reason of his looking upon mankind to be 
in such a condition, was our original apostacy from, him in our 
first parents : And since that constitution, whereby Adam was 
made our common head and public representative, was holy, 
just, and good, in its own nature ^ and since God, the supreme 
Lord of all things, had full power and rightful authority so to 
ordain and appoint— 4ience, therefore, he has sufficient reason 
to look upon mankind,on account of this first apostacy ,as he does. 

Therefore, at the same time he provided a Savior for Adam^ 
at the same time did he also provide a Savior for his posterity 
too ; they being considered as one with him, and involved in 
the tame sin, and guilt, and ruin ; and so standing in equal need 
of relief : Hence Christ is called the lamb slain from thcfoun" 
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dation of the world* Then was it said, that the seed of the wo- 
man shcdl bruise the serpenCs head : To which original grant 
our Savior seems to have respect, when he says, God so bmed 
the worlds that he gave his only begotten, Son, &c. Whereas, 
had Adam acted in the capacity of a private person, and sinned 
and fallen for himself alone, and his posterity not been involved 
in the same ruin, he might have had a Savior provided for 
him : But his posterity would no more have needed one than 
the angels in heaven, or than Adam before his fall* 

Obj. But those words. In the day thou eatest thereof^ thou 
shall surely die, (Gen. ii^ 17) were evidently spoken only to Ad- 
am ; nor is there aword said about his posterity having any int^ 
rest or concern in the affair^ 

Ans. So also were those words, in Gen. iu. \%.^^.Dtist thou 
art, and unto dust shalt thou return, spoken only to Adam, widi- 
out die least intimation that his posterity were any of them in- 
cluded in the sentence : And yet, by virtue of that sentence, all 
his posterity are subject to dez,th,.».Rom* v. 12, 13, 14 : Do 
you account for this, and you will, at the same time, account 
for that ; for the truth is, that, in both cases, Adam was con* 
sidered not merely as a single private pei*son, but as a public 
head and representative^ standing in the room of all his poster- 
ity : and, considered in this capacity, was he threatened with 
death, in case he sinned-^-^nd, considered in this capacity, was 
natural death denounced upon him after his fall : So that, in 
both, his posterity were equally included: and therefore St 
Paul calls Adam a tijpeo{Christ....Ronu v. 14— and calls Christ 
the A'^cowJ Adam..<.I* Cor, xv. 45 ; because both these, by the 
authority of the great Governor of the world, were constituted 
public persons, to act in the behalf of mankind : And all man- 
Kind were so included in them, that St. Paul speaks as if there 
had been but only these two men, Adam and Christ : I. Cor. 
XV. ^7. ...The first man is of the earth, earthy i the second man 
is the Lord from heaven. 

2. God, the supreme Ruler of the world, does, in the gospel, 
consider mankind as being in a perishing condition, not only 
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•n die account of their original apostacy in Adam, their com* 
mon head and representative, but also because they are, what 
they are J in themseheS'-^U) Destitute of the divine image— « 
(2.) Contrary to God in the temper of their hearts — (3.) Ut* 
terly averse to a reconciliation — (4.) In a disposition, if unre- 
'stndned, to live in all open rebellion against the Majesty of 
heaven, before his £ace— (5.) And yet insensible of their just 
desert, and of their need of sovereign grace ; and ready rather 
to think it a cruel thing, if God should damn thetn* 

(!•) God saw mankind destitute of his moral image ; for being 
conscious of the holy temper of his ownheart.«,.of the holy pro* 
pensity of his own nature— ^md being conscious to the temper 
of their hearts...to the propensity of their nature, at first view 
he saw what they were* Cod looked dorvn from heaven upon the 
children ofmen^ to see if there were any that did understand^ 
that did seek God: Every one of them is gone back ; they are aU 
together become fikhy ; tliere is none that doth good^^.no, not one 
•••.Psalm Uii* 2, 3 ; He saw mankind destitute of a conformity 
to his holy law. The law requires mankind to love God su« 
premely, live to him ultimately, and delight in him superlative^* 
ly— -and to love one another as their own souls ; but he look- 
ed down from heaven,...he beheld, and, lo, all the human race 
were entirely devoid of that temper : None were in a disposi* 
tion to account him infinitely glorious in being what he was : 
DOt one had the least relish or taste for the beauty of his moral 
perfections : every heart empty of holy love and holy delight, 
fuid devoid of any true spirit or principle of obedience ; and all 
mankind had lost that frame of spirit towards one another which 
they oug^t to have : 1 he whole world lay in ruin. - He knew 
his law was holy, just, and good, and that his creature, man, was 
under infinite obligations to a perfect conformity thereto : He 
saw what grounds there were for the law, and what reasons for 
their obedience : He saw his own infinite excellency, and his 
original^ underived, entire right to them^ and was conscious te 
his rightful authority over them : He judged them infinitely to 
Uame for their non-conformity, and worthy of an infinite pun- 
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ishment : Speaking after the manner of men, he did, in tbe m* 
ward temper of his heart, perfectly approve of those words m 
GaL iii. 10, as being strictly just — Cursed is everyone that cm* 
tinueth not in all things written in the book of the law to do them i 
Therefore he looked on mankind in a perishing condition. But^ 

(2.) He viewed mankind not only destitute ofgood^ kufidlof 
cv/7;— not only void of the true love to God and to one anoth* 
cr, but enemies to God, and living in malice and envy amoi^ 
themselves. He looked down from heaven and viewed a guil» 
ty world, and saw their contrariety to his nature and to his law : 
Conscious of his ovm divine temper, he saw every contrarf 
temper in them : What he esteems, they despise ;— -what be de« 
lights in, they loathe : The end which he prosecutes, they op* 
pose ; and they esteem and delight in that which is contraiy to 
him, and prosecute ends and designs contrary to lus : He saw 
their views, their tempers, their wills, their ends, designs, and 
ways were all contraiy to him, and diametrically opposite to hi» 
law : He considered them as his enemies, and their tempers as 
perfect enmity and contrariel^' to the diyme^ naLiuit.,..Iiom* 
viii. 7. 

(3.) And in as much as he thus saw them entirely destitute 
of love to him, and diametrically contrary to the divine nature 
in the temper of their hearts, he knew they would lyave no incS^ 
nation to a reconciliation to God; but would be natarally averse 
to it : He knew their aversion to a reconciliation would be m 
strong as their contrariety to the divine natiue, from which it 
took its rise : He saw that if he should attempt to reclaim them,, 
he should only meet with resistance ; — ^thatif he should spread 
the news of pardon and peace through a guilty world, and in- 
vite them to return and be reconciled, that they would make 
light of it and despise it ; — that if he should send messengers 
after them, to persuade them to return, and beseech them to be 
reconciled, that they would put many of them to death : He 
saw just what treatment the prophets, and Christ, knd his apos- 
tles were like to meet with : He knew not one in all the worid 
would repent and convert, unless brought diereto by his own tl- 
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Bughty arm, and all-conquering grace.«.«Jt£z<. zxi. 33 — 39-* 
Ronu viii. 7 — I. Cor. m. 6, 7. 

(4.) TeiLf 80 far from a (Ssposition to repent and conoert^ that, 
iflefi wholly to themsehes^ unreatrained, no wickedness woiddbe 
too bad for them: All would act as bad as Cain, Manasseth, or 
Judas ; and the whole human race be like so many incarnate 
devils— 4hey having the seed of all sin in their hearts....il!£iri 
vii. SI, 22. 

(5.) And yet insensible of their sin and guilt, and just desert^ 
and that they lie merely at the sovereign mercy of God, and that 
he is at liberty to show mercy, or not, as seems good in his sight: 
yea, so averse to the knowledge of this their true state, as to 
be disposed to hate the light, and shut their eyes against it, rea- 
dy to resist aU methods of conviction ;— yea, that some would 
be even so perverse, as actually to rise in arms ag^nst his mea- 
•engers, who endeavored to shew them their ruin and the way 
of their recovery, and put them to death, as not fit to live ; and 
yet so stupid as to think, that, in all, they did God good ser* 
vice : And that, in general, a great out-cry would be raised 
round a proud and guilty world, against the Lord, for suppo* 
sing mankind to be in so bad, so very forlorn a state. God 
knew the pride of man, that he is exceedingly proud ; and saw 
how great offence would be gtvtn to a guilty world, who would 
by no means endure to be so affi:onted.«,.yoAn iii« 19, 20, and 
viii. 33, 47. 

Now, such were the grounds upon which God looked upon 
the human race in a perishing condition....sinful, guilt}^ jnsdy 
coademned, helpless, and undone : And considering that the 
oripnal constituuon with Adam, according to which he and all 
his posterity were doomed to destruction, in case he fell, was 
boly,just, and good ; and considering that the law of nature, 
which all mankind are naturally under, and according to which 
die least sin exposes to eternal danmation, is also holy, just, and 
goodi and considering our apostacy in Adam, and what we 
are in ourselves ; — I say, considering all these'things, it is most 
certainand e^dont that the judgment of God was according to 
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truth, while he esteemed mankind to be thus m a pcriahing 
condition. 

That mankind are actually of such a nature, has been demon- 
strated in iht former discourse : That God, whose understaiid* 
ing is infinite, and who sees all things as being what thejr really 
are, must therefore now see mankind to be such, is self«evU 
dent : and such as he now sees them to be» such he, from dK 
beginning, knexu they would be : It is evident, therefore, dpri* 
Orij that God must have considered mankind to be sudi^ when 
he first entered upon his designs of grace revealed in the got« 
pel : And if we consider the nature of die gospel, and ¥dutt 
methods God has taken with a sinful, giulty world, to reclaim 
and recover them, and how diey have behaved uiider all, it will 
be still more evident that mankind are verily in such a case»— ^t 
The law«...the gospel, and experience, all join to confirm iu 

Had not the gospel considered us as being endrely devoid of 
the divine image, destitute of any spiritual good dnng, bUnd^ 
dead, graceless, why should it so much urge the necessity of 
our being born again....xMAt new creatures.,.MB.ymg our eyes 
opened.:being raised from the dead. ..htia^ created anew to good 
woris^.znd having the law xuritten in our hearts^ the heart of 
stone taken arvatjy and an heart of flesh given ? — Had not the 
gospel considered us as being enemies to God^ why should it in* 
vite us to be reconciled? — Had not the gospel considered us m 
being very averse to a reconciliation, why should it pray and 
beseech us, with so much earnestness and solemnity, to be re> 
conciled*...and use so many arguments ?-«-Had not the gospd 
considered our reconciliation as unattainable by the most pow« 
erful arguments, of themselves, why should it declare diat, after 
all, neither Paul, nor Apollos, nor Cephas are any thing, or can 
do any thing, unless God himself give the increase ?** And were 
we not enemies to God, and rebels, and inveterate haters of die 
light, and disposed to rise in arms agsdnst it, why should Christ 
tell his ministers, / send you forth as sheep among wohes ; ^ 
they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, no xvonder 
they call you so / you shall be luUed of oilmen for my name^saake; 
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the»j that kill you will think they do God good service ? That 
generadon thought as well of themselves as the present genera* 
tion now on eanh does, and were ready to speak the same lan- 
guage, and say. If we had lived in the days of our fathers^ tvc 
would not have killed the prophets ; but Christ knew their 
hearts : And, had not mankind, on these accounts, been con- 
sidered as in a perishing condition, sinful, guilty, justly con- 
demned, helpless and undone, why was there provided such a 
Redeemer^ and such a Sanctifier ? And why was the salvation 
of sinners every where represented as being so entirehj owing 
to the grace, the mere grace, the free, astonishing, wonderful 
grace of God, from first to last ? Surely, from all this, most 
certain and evident it is, that God does, in the gospel, upon 
these grounds, consider mankind as being in a perishing con- 
dition : And upon these grounds we must, therefore, come to 
consider ourselves so too, or wc can never be in a disposition 
humbly and thankfully to accept the grace offered, and return 
home to God in the vray provided. We shall rather be affront- 
ed, that the gospel supposes us to be in so bad a condition ; or 
else never so much as take matters into serious consideration, 
but do as those invited to the marriage of the king's son, in 
Mat. xxii. 5-.. They made light ofit^ and xvent their ways^ one 
to hisfarm^ another to his merchandize. I do but just hint at 
these things now, because tliey have been so largely insisted 
upon heretofore. And thus we sec upon what grounds it w, 
that the great Governor of the world does, in the gospel, con- 
sider mankind as being in a perishing condition. 

SECTION IL 
SHOWING WHENCE GOd's DESIGN OE MERCY TOWARDS A PER- 
ISHING WORLD ORIGINALLY TOOK ITS RISE. 

I proceed now, 

II. To show what were the motives which have excited God 
t9 do what he has done, for the recovery of sinners out of this 
their perishing condition. And 

1. It was not because the original constitution with Adam, our 
public head and representative, was too severe : It was not be* 
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eau9€ it would have been hard and cruel, or in the katt kteonais^ 
entwith his infinite goodness and tender mercies^ to have left all 
mankind in that state of total ruin they were brought into by the 
fall : For had not that constitution been, in its own nature, ho- 
ly, just, and good, and so most perfecdy agreeable to lus own 
nature....to his holiness, justice, and goodness, he would never 
have made it ; for he necessarily infinitely abhors, in his pub- 
lic conduct, to act counter to the inward temper of his heart. 
For the very reason that he loves himself for being what he is^for 
the same reason he loves to act like himself, andinfinitelyaUion 
the contrary : Andif thatconstitution was holy, just,andgood, in 
its own nature, ori^nally, it must remain so still ; for Adam^s 
apostacy, together with all the dreadful consequences thereof, 
could not alter its nature* llie constitution is perfectly as ex- 
cellent as if Adam had never fallen«..«perfecdy as good as if it 
had been the means of laying a foundation for the everiasting 
blessedness of all die human race ; for it is what it was. It was 
excellendy well calculated for the glory of God, and the welfare 
of mankind, in its own nature ; and therefore God made it.... 
approved of it....was well pleased with it, nor can he ever alter 
his mind about it : for it is, in itself, just the same it vras at first 
— and if it was holy, just, and good, in its own nature, and if it 
remains so still«...if the holiness, justice, and goodness of his 
nature prompted him at first to make it, and then to approve of 
it, and be pcrfccdy well pleased widi it, it could not (it is self- 
evident) possibly have been, in the least, disagreeable to hb 
holiness, justice, or goodness, to have dealt with all mankind, 
since the fall, according to it : So that, to a demonstration, 
God's dioughts of mercy towards a guilty, undone world, did 
not, in any measure, take its rise from any notion that mankind 
had been hardly dealt with, or that it would be any thing like 
cruclt)^ and unmercifulncss to damn the whole world for Ad- 
am's first sin, according to the tenor ofthe original constitution. 
Indeed, to suppose such a thing, highly reflects upon that con- 
stitution — and upon God, for ever making it : It supposes the 
constitution was never really holy, just, and good in its own 
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nature^ and that God did wrong in making it : And the 
riches and gloiy of gospeUgrace are wholly obscured ; for God 
cannot be considered as a sovereign benefactor j showing unde- 
served mercy to a guilty, hell-deserving world ; but rather as 
repenting for the injury he has done to mankind, and as endeuv* 
oring to make amends for it by a better, a juster and kinder 
conduct for the time to come : And if this M'ere the case, all 
his pretences, his high pretences to great love and goodness... • 
to great kindness and grace, are hypocritical, and a mere mock- 
ing of us. He had abused and injured us, and is now but re* 
pentingj and mating restitution ; and ought, therefore, to have 
sadd so, and not pretended he did all from mere grace^ which 
is to affront us, and make as if that constitution was holy, just, 
and good, and we righteously condemned, and justly miserable 
forever : So that, let us view the case in what light we will, it is 
most evident and certsun that the great Governor of the world 
considered mankind as being righteously condemned, and lia- 
ble Id everlasting destruction, consistent with the infinite good* 
ness of his nature ; nor did a thought of pity ever enter into 
his heart from the contrary supposition : Yea, it seems to have 
been his very design to maintain the honor of that constitution, 
while he shows mercy to a guilty world, inasmuch as he has 
appointed another public person, his own dear Son, to make 
atonement for our original apostacy, as well as our other &ins» 
that hereby a way for his mercy might be opened....i?0/n. v. 
18, 19. 

2. Nor did God's designs of mercy towards a guilty, undone 
world take their rise from a supposition that the law of nature^ 
ivhich aU mankind are naturally under y is too severe^ in requi' 
ringperfxt obedience, and threatening eternal damnation for the 
very least defect^ (Rom. i. 18 — Gal. iii. 10), or from any sup^ 
position that it would have been any thing like cruelty or unmcr^ 
cifulness^ to have dealt with all mankind according to that rule. 

To expl^ myself, I may just obsen'e, that the original con- 
stitution with Adam, as public head, (Gen. ii. 17) was ?i positive 
appointment. After he was turned out of the garden, he cea- 
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sedto sustain the character or capacity of apiiblic person ; nor 
are his posterity accountable for any but his first transgression. 
But the law of nature results from the nature of thing8....{rom 
God's being wluit he is in himself, and from our being what , 
we are, and he our Creator and we his creatures : And it was 
binding, in order of nature, antecedent to any posidve consd* 
tution whatsoever : nor is its binding nature capable of any 
dissolution. We might have obtained life, according to die 
constitution made with Adam, had he kept covenant with God; 
and bean confirmed in a state of holiness and happiness : so 
now we may obtain life by Jesus Christ, who has fulfilled the 
law of nature, and made atonement for all sin : But the law of 
nature still remains an unalterable rule of righteousness be- 
tween God and his creature, man. We owe perfect obedience 
to God, and the least sin deserves eternal damnation : And 
God might always have dealt with mankind simply according 
to this rule. The original constitution with Adam had some 
degree of gr ace in it. The constitution in the gospel is alto- 
gether GRACE. God might have held all mankind bound by 
the law of nature simply, nor ever have appointed any other 
way to happiness, than a perfect and persevering obedience ; 
and mankind have been, to all eternity, in a peccable state, lia- 
ble to sin and fall into ruin. Whatsoever advantages mankind 
have had over and above this, are, and have been, oi mere graces 
According to the law of nature, we are under infinite obligations 
to perfect holiness in the temper of our hearts, and to perfect 
obedience in the whole course of our lives, and that not only 
for a day, or a year, or a thousand years, but so long as we con- 
tinue in being. And so long as we are thus obedient, we shall 
be happy ; but the least defect, at any time whatsoever, will let 
in everlasting, inevital)le ruin upon us. Adam, in innocence, 
was under the liiw of nature, as well as under that particular 
positive constitution in Gen. ii. 17: So that any otlicr sin, as 
v/eil as eating the forbidden fruit, must have exposed him to 
ruin. But tlun, by that constitution, he had this peculiar ad- 
vantage, that, if ho persevered, his time of trial should shordy 
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be at an end, and himself and all his race confirmed in a state 
of holiness and happiness— -an advantage never to be obtained 
by any one merely under the law of nature : For, in the nature 
of things, it is impossible God should ever be laid under any 
obligations to his creatures, unless by virtue of his own free 
promise, which does not belong to the law of nature, but is an 
act of grace, which he may grant or withhold, as seems good in 
his sight. When Adam broke covenant with God, and when 
that posidve constitution was at an end, yet sull Adam remained, 
under the law of nature, bound to perfect obedience, to love 
God with all his heart, and his neighbor as himself; yea, under 
infinite obligations — and every defect was infinitely sipful, and 
so was worthy of infinite punishment. And as v/as the case 
with him, so is the case with all his posterity : Our obligations 
mre infinite, and so our non-performance infinitely faulty, and 
worthy of an infinite punishment : Though, indeed, as the case 
iiow stands, nor Adum, nor any of his race can ever obtain life 
by the law of nature ; because we are sinners, and so, by the 
law of nature, are condemned without hope. i?om. iii. 20.... 
By the deeds of the law nojlesh can be juatifU'd ; for by the law 
is the knowledge of sin : And chap. iv. vcr. 15., .The laxv tuork* 
€th wrath. And thus, as the case now stands, we are under 
infinite obligations to perfect obedience, and are liable to an in- 
finite punishment for die least defect : and yet, through the bud 
temper of our hearts, we are unable to yield any obedience, and 
are in a disposition to be continually treasuring up wrath 
against the day of wrath. 

Now, I say, the supreme King of heaven and earth was not 
moved to entertain designs of mercy towards a sinful, guilty, 
undone world, from a supposition that the law of nature was too 
severe. Or that it would have been any thing like unraercifiil- 
ness to have dealt with all mankind according to that rule : For, 

All tliat this law requires, is, that since God is infinitely amia- 
ble in himself, and has such an entire right to us, and absolute 
authority over us as his creatures, wc therefore ought to love 
him with all our hearts^ and be tiuircly devoted to him, to do 
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his will and keep his commands, seeking his gloiy ; and that, 
since our neighbors are such as we«..Gf the same species, and 
under the same general circumstances, we therefore ought to 
kve our neighbor as oursehes ; — both which things are, in their 
own nature, right, and fit, and reasonable : so that the law is ho* 
ly : And all that this law direatens, in case of any transgres- 
sion, is, that since our obligations are infinite, and so the least 
defect infinitely wrong, therefore every such defect should be 
punished with the everlasting pains of hell..,.and that in exact 
proportion to the several aggravations attendbg each trangres- 
sion ; — which is also, in its own nature, right, and fit, and resh 
ftonablc : so that the law is just : And that perfect holiness 
which this law requires, i. e, to love Crod with all our hearts, and 
our neighbors as ourselves, is the highest perfection our nature 
is capable of, and altogether suited to make us happy : so that 
tlie law \sgQod. But, 

It is not severe, nor any thing like unmercifulness, to desd 
with mankind according to a rule, which is, in its own nature, 
holy, just, and good ; but rather, it must have been agreeable to 
the holiness, justice, and goodness of the great Governor of the 
world so to do : And indeed, were not this the case, it would 
have been fit this law should have been repealed. Mankind 
did not need to be redeemed from the curse of an unrighteous 
law ; for such a law ought to be hud aside, and its curses never 
executed. God would have been bound in justice to have abol- 
ished an unrighteous law. There is no need of Christ or gos- 
pel-grace in the case : and so all the high commendations of the 
grace ofGod in providing a Savior, as being rich, free, and won- 
derful, are groundless, and cast much reproach upon mankind, as 
beingagiiiltyrace,righteouslycondemned,when,intruth,it isno 
such thing. God ought to have owned that the law was wrong, 
and to have repealed it — and not to have proceeded as if it was 
very good, and mankind altogether to blame, and worthy of 
eicmal damnation: And miglitily would this have pleased an 
apostate, proud, and guilty world ; and, at the same time, cast 
infinite reproach upon God and his holy law, and shut out all 
tJie giacc of the gospel. 
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God has therefore, in the gospel, not only supposed the law 
to be holy, just, and good, and mankind righteously condem- 
ned ; but has taken all possible care to make it evident that he 
does so, and thereby to secure the honor of his law, discounte* 
nance sin, humble the sinner, and exalt and magnify his grace. 
Even the whole scheme of the gospel is wisely calculated toattain 
these ends,as we shall see hereafter. So far was God from being 
moved to pity mankind, from a supposition that they had, in 
this respect, been too severely dealt with, and so objects of pity 
in tluit sense, that, on the contrary, he most perfectly approved 
of the law, as holy, just, and good— ^nd was altogether in it, 
that mankind deserved to be proceeded with according to it : 
.Tea, so highly did he approve of his holy law, and so odious and 
ill-deserving did mankind appear in his eyes for breaking it, 
that their sin cried aloud for vengeance in his ears ; — ^j^ea, cried 
fto loud for vengeance, that he judged it necessarj' that his own 
Son should iqppear in their stead and die in their room, to the 
end that he might be just....might act consistently with the ho- 
linessandjustice of his nature, while heshowedmercy to them... 
Ronu iii. 9^—26: In such alight he viewed things— -insucha light 
must we therefore view them too, or we can never truly under- 
stand our need of Christ and gospel-grace, or cordially acqui- 
esce in the gospel-way of salvadon ; but rather shall be dispo- 
sed to quarrel with the strictness of the law, and think ourselves 
abused, and imagine that Cjod deals hardly with us. 

3. Nor was the supreme Being moved to entertain designs 
of mercy towards mankind, yrom a supposition that their inabil" 
sty to yield perfect obedience made them the less to blamc^ and S9 
the more proper objects of pity on that account : For mankind are 
DOt the less to blame for their inability ; but the more unable 
they are, the greater is their blame — and so the more proper ob- 
jects are they of die divine wrath and vengeance. 

God is a most excellent and amiable Being. He infinitely 
desen'es our highest love and esteem, and supreme delight. It 
is perfeody fit we should be of a disposition to say, Wfiomhave 
W€ in heaven but thee ? and there is nothing on earth we desire 
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besides /A^f ...Psalm Ixxiii. 25. Now, not to love this God with 
all our hearts, must be infinitely wrong ; and not to love him at 
all, must be worse still : but to be habitually contrary to him in 
the temper of our hearts — ^)*ea, so averse to him as that we 
CAKNOT love him, must be, in the very highest degree, inle and 
sinful : And now to say we cannot, by way oi extenuation^ as 
though we were the less to blame for that, is intolerably God- 
provoking ; since our cannot arises only from the bad temper 
of our hearts, and because we are not what we should be— «uid 
not at all from any imloveliness in the divine nature, or from 
our want of external advantages for the knowledge of God. 

Put the case to thyself, O man : — Were you as wise as Solo- 
mon, as holy as David, as humble as Paul, and of as loving and 
kind a temper as John....and had you a family of cluldren.... 
and were all the rules and orders of your house like yourself, 
and calculated to make all your children just such as you are...» 
and did you perceive that your children neither liked you, nor 
your ways, nor the orders of your house--*they show you much 
disrespect in their carriage, disregard your authority, complain 
your rules are too strict, and daily break over all orders ; — at 
length you call them to an account — are about to convince, hum* 
ble, and reform them...thcy plead they arc not to blame, at least 
not so mwc/^ to blame, because they cannot love you, they can- 
not like your ways, they cannot but abhor such rules and or- 
ders ; those very properties, on account of which you are in- 
deed the most excellent man in the world, these are the very 
things for which they dislike you, while, in the mean time, they 
can most heartily love their companions in vice and debauchery: 
And now the question is, whether their inability to love you 
nMiders them any the less to blame : or, whether it be not ve- 
ry provoking in them, to plead, in excuse for themselves, that 
they cannot love you ; when their caiviot arises from their vol- 
untary contrariety to all good, and love to debauchery ; and 
not at all from any unloveliness of your person or ways ; or for 
want of advantages to be acquainted with you, and with the 
beauty of your temper and conduct. The application is easy. 
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Was it any excuse for the ill-will of die malicious Pharisees to- 
wards Christ, that they could notlove hiin..,.thatthey could not 
but hate him ? Did ever any man look upon a malicious^ spiteful 
neighbor, and think him any the less to blame for his abundant 
ill-caniage.«..for his being so exceedingly ill-natured that it was 
not in lus heart to do otherwise ? I appeal to the common sense 
of all mankind. 

If such an inability can excuse mankind, then the devils, up*- 
on the sanae footing, aoay be excused too : And the more any 
of God's subjects hate him, the less will they be to blame ; for 
the more any do really hate God, the less able will they be to 
love him ; — ^the more averse to his law, the less able to keep it : 
And, therefore, since our inability arises from such a root, the 
more unable we are to love God with all 6ur hearts, and yield a 
perfect obedience to all his laws, the more vile, guilty, hell* 
deserving we are, and the more unworthy of pity ; So that our 
moral inability and impotency, or rather obstinacy^ was, in the 
nature of things, so far from extenuating our guilt and moving 
the divine pity, that it was the strongest evidence of our ex* 
ceeding vileness, and, as it were, a mighty bar and great discour- 
agement in the way of God's ever entertaining any designs of 
tnercy towards us ; It was like the great mountains ; so diat 
nothing but infinite goodness could have ever surmounted it ; 
And in this light must we view ourselves and our inability, and 
beoome self-condemned before God, or we shall never like it 
diat-God looks upon us as he does, nor ever be able to look upi- 
on hb grace in the gospel in the same light with him, nor can 
ve ever heartily approve of and fall in with that way of salvation^ 

When we are imder sufficient outward advantages to come to 
know what kind of Being God is, and yet, after all, see no beaui* 
ty in him, nor esteem him, it must be eidier because we are in«» 
tolerably bad in our temper, or else because he is not truly, and^ 
indeed, a lovely and amiable Being, When we say we cannot 
love him, under a fond notion that we are hereby excused and 
are not to blame, we implicitly say^ that we are well enough dis- 
posed) md are of a good ti^mper, but God is such an hateful Be- 

O o 
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iDg that we cannot love him ; — there is nothing in him to be lov- 
ed : So that to say we cannot, under a notion of extenuating 
our guilt, casts the highest reflection upon God imaginable, and 
indeed is big with the Uackest blasphemy. We had as good say, 
^ It is not owing to us that we do not love God, but to him.— 
^ We would readily love him, if there was any thing in him for 
^ us to love ; but there is not, and so we cornio^-— and therefore 
** are not to blame.** 

To suppose, therefore, that God, in the gospel, considers us 
as being the less to Uame for this our inability, and from thence 
is moved to pity us, is the very same thing in efiect as to sup- 
pose that God owns himself a hateful, unlovely Being, and 
thinks it a great hardship that his poor creatures should be for- 
ced to love him, or be damned ; and therefore repents that ev- 
er he was so severe, or ever made such a law, and is sorry for 
diem, and will do better by them for time to come : But how 
horrid a thought is this ! It casts the highest reflection upon 
God, and upon his holy law, and qmte destroys all the grace of 
the gospeL No, no ! God knew well enough how the case 
stood : He was conscious of his own infinite excellency, and 
of the infinite reasonableness of his law : He knew the hellish 
temper of an apostate, rebellious race ; and verily he was God, 
and not man^ or he would have doomed the whole world to de- 
struction without any pity, or so much as one thought of mercy. 
Herein xvas lovcy not that we loved God^ but that God loved w*, 
and sent his Son to be a propitiation for oursins.,»,h John iv. 10. 
fVhile we were sinners and enemies^ (Rom. v. 8, 10), and most 
strongly averse to a reconciIiation....II. Cor. v. 20. 

4. Nor did his designs of mercy take their rise from any ex^ 
pectation that a rebellious, guilty^ perishing world would be so 
good as, of their accord^ ever heartily to thank him for it. No, he 
knew well enough how it would be — that many would make 
light of it, and go their ways, one to his farm, another to his 
merchandize ,• and that others would be aflfronted, and some so 
very angry that tliey would take his messengers, and stone one, 
IKidbeat another, and kill another, and finally would crucify his 
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Son : And he expected that mankind in general would be dis- 
posed to hate his law, and pervert his gospel, and resist his spir- 
it ; and never one, in all the world, repent and convert, and 
come and humble himself before him, and bless his holy name, 
unless brought diereto by his own all-conquering grace.... J£z^ 
and. 33 — 39,andxxii. 1 — 7 — I^rxiv. 16—23 — I. Cor. iii. 6, 7. 

So that, from the whole, it is very plain God was not moved 
to entertain thoughts of mercy towards mankind, neither under 
a notion that they had been, in any respect, hardly dealt with..* 
nor under a notion that their impotency rendered them in any 
measure excusable...nor under a notion that there was any good 
in them or to be expected from them ; but, on the contrary, he 
looked upon the original constitution with Adam to be holy, 
just, and good — and that, upon that footing, all mankind deser- 
ved ruin ; and he looked upon the law of nature also holy, 
just, and good — and that, upon that footing, a wicked world de- 
served his everlasting wrath ; and he looked upon them alto* 
gether criminal for their impotency ;*-in a word, he looked up- 
on them voluntary in their rebellion, and obstinate in their en- 
mity, and infinitely unworthy of the least pity— yea^ so unwor- 
thy of pity, that, to secure his own honor, and to save himself 
from just reproach, while he pitied them, and showed them mer- 
cy, he thought it needful that his own Son should become a 
Mediator, and bear their sin and suiFer for their guilt, and so 
open a way for the honorable exercise of his mercy. 
To conclude, therefore, 

5. It is evident that his designs of mercy took their rise mere- 
ly, absolutely^ and entirely from fUmsef....from his oivn injinite 
benevolence... .from his self moving goodness and sovereign grace. 
God so loved the world — 

As for us, we lay in the open field of perdition, polluted, per- 
ishing in our blood and guilt ; and it was perfectly right that 
the righteous sentence of the law should be executed upon us : 
And God had been forever glorious in the everlasting ruin of a 
rebellious world. There was nothing in our circumstances, all 
things considered, of the nature of a motive to pity : We were 
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too bad to deserve any pity or rdief ; — ye^ so bad, that the 
great Governor of the world could not, without counteracting 
iH good rules of government, show any mercy but by the 
interposition of his own Son, to stand and die in our room and 
stead : So that, instead of any motive to pity, there was every 
thing to the contrary. — Our infinite ill-desert lay as an infinite 
bar in the way. Here, no w, was an opportunity for infinite good- 
ness and self-moving mercy to exert itself, in the most illustrious 
manner, in designing mercy....in providing a Mediator, and in 
opening a door for the exercise of much grace to mankind in 
general, and of special saving mercy in ten thousand thousand 
instances. There was nothing, ab extra, from without God 
himself, to move and put him on to such a wonderful and glo* 
rious enterprise. The motion was wholly from himsdf...from 
his self-moving goodness....from his good pleasure, acoxxling 
to the counsel of his own wili.fj^/'A. u 3 — 12 : No wonder, 
therefore, the gospel every where celebrates the love and good^ 
ness, mercy and grace of God^ as being rich and free, unparal- 
leled, unspeakable, inconceivable, infinitely great and glorious, 
as discovered in this most wonderful of all God's works j And 
to suppose that God was under any obligations to show these 
favors, would be to undermine and overthrow the whole gos- 
pel, and turn a deed of iht freest and greatest grace into a work 
of m^r^yM,y^/c^.— Thus we see whence God's thoughts of mer- 
cy, towards a sinful, guilty world, had their rise. 

He had in view a great variety of glorious designs, all infi- 
nitely wise....all suited to display the glorious perfections of his 
nature, and bring everlasting honors to his great name i He 
designed to destroy the works of the devil.. *.G^;2. iii. 15 — I. 
jfohn iii. 8. Sataii had induced mankind to their rebellion ; 
and had, perhaps, in his conceit too, made himself strong against 
the Almighty : He first rebelled himself, and now he had brought 
others to join with him, and in this world he intended to rule 
and reign ; and, by the whole, bring much reproach upon the 
rightful Lord of heaven and earth. God wTought, therefore, 
for his greut name's sake, that it might not be polluted ; and en- 
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tered upon methods to defeat his designs, and bring his king« 
dom to nought, and crush the rebellion, and put him to open 
shame— -and at length bind him up in his chains, that he should 
deceive the nations of the earth no more — and give all nations, 
languages, and tongues, to Jesus Christ, and bring the whole 
world into subjection to him.«*«i?^« xx. l—^^. He designed 
to display his glorious grace, in bringing millions of this sedu- 
ced, apostate race from the jaws of eternal destruction to eterw 
nal glor}\*..Rom. ix« 23^-^Eph, ii. 7. He designed to put all 
mankind in a new state of probation, and to display his glorious 
goodness, patience, forbearance, and long-suffering, in his deal- 
ings with the obstinate and finally impenitent in this world, and 
his glorious holiness and justice in their everlasting punishment 
in the world to come, in the same lake of fire and brimstone 
which was prepared for the devil and his angels, with whom 
they had joined in their rebellion against the Majesty of heaven 
^...Acts xiv. 17 — Rom. ii. 4, and xix. 22 — Mat.-xyv. 41 : — In a 
word, he designed to take occasion, from the apostacy of man« 
kind, in the innumerable instances in this world, and through- 
out eternal ages in the world to come,.to display all his glori- 
ous perfections : and so, by his whole conduct* to exhibit a 
most perfect and exact image of himself* 

Thus we see that his designs of mercy towards a rebellious, 
guilty, undone world, took their rise, not from any motives in 
us, but altogether from motives in himself—- from the infinite, 
boundless goodness of his nature, and his sovereign good plea- 
sure : And in this light must we view the grace of the gospel ; 
and all our encouragements to hope in his mercy, through Je- 
sus Christy must take their rise, not from any thing in ourselves^ 
but only from that self-moving goodness and free grace which 
he has manifested through Jesus Q\a\st....Ronu iii. 19, 20, 24 
— Eph. ii. 8. 

And thus we see that his end, as to the elect, was to bring 
them back from their apostacy, their rebellion, and wickedness, 
and ruin, to God, their rightful Lord and Sovereign, to become 
his servants, to love him, and live to him, and live upon him, 
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and be blessed in him forever : And in this light must we view 
the gospel ; and with tins its design must we heartily fall in. 
And being encourged, by the grace of the gospel, to hope for 
acceptance in the sight of God, through Jesus Christ, we must, 
through Christ, give up ourselves to God, to be his ser- 
vants forever....jLu^^ i. 74, 75 — ^IL Cor. v. 20 — ^£om»xii.l— • 
T/Y.ii. 11—14. 

From what has been said, it will be very natural to make 
these following remarks : 

Rem. 1. If all God has done in the gospel, for our recove- 
ry from ruin, be of mere free grace, then it is self-evident ihat 
God was under no obligations to a fallen^ sinfiUy guilty^ rebellious 
world ; but, as for us, might have, cottristentwithaU his perfec* 
tions, left us in ruin, to inherit the fruit of our doings, and the 
punishment of our sin. He was under no obligation to provide 
a Redeemer, or a Sanctiiier..».to give the least hint of a pardon^ 
or take any methods to recover us from the power of sin. He 
was under no obligations to deal any better by us, than would, 
in the whole, be no worse than damnation. By the constitu- 
tion with Adam, and by the law of nature, this would have 
been our proper due. Every thing, therefore, whereby our 
circumstances have been rendered better than the circumstan^ 
ces of the damned, God was under no obligations unto ; but 
all, over and above that, has been of free and sovereign grace. 
God was at liberty, as to us, not to have done any of these things 
for us : Yea, there were on our p^rt mighty hi nderances to pre- 
vent the mercy of God, and to put a bar in the way of the free 
and honorable exercise of his grace : even such hinderances, that 
nothing could remove them, but the blood of Christ. Hence, 

Rem. 2. Mankindwere, Inj their fall, brought into a state of 
being irfinitely worse than not to be. The damned in hell, no 
doubt, are in such a state, else their punishment would not be 
infinite ; as justice requires it should be : But mankind, by 
the fall, were brought into a state, for substance,* as bad as that 

• For substance^ I say, because it must be remembered that the superad- 
ded punishment biflicted upon any in hell, for despising the gospel, mutt 
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which the damned are in : For the damned undergo nothing 
in hell, but what, by the constitution with Adam, and the law 
of nature, all mankind were, and would have been, for substance, 
exposed unto, if mere grace had not prevented. And, accord- 
ing to what was but now observed, God was under no more 
obligation to grant any relief to mankind, in this their fallen, 
sinful, guilty, undone condition, than he is now to the damned 
in hell ; i. e. under no obligations at all : but the way for mer- 
cy to come to them was mightily barred and blocked up, by 
the infinite reasonableness of their being punished, and their 
infinite unworthiness, in the very nature of things, as the case 
then stood, of ever being pitied : So that mankind were, by 
the fell, brought into a state of being, (in scripture called con* 
demnatiomnd wrath,...Rom. v. IS^Eph, ii. 3,) for substance, 
as bad as that which the damned are in ; so that, if the damned 
are in a state of being infinitely worse than not to be, as no 
doubt they are, then so also were mankind : And mankind be- 
ing actually brought into such a state by the fell, is what renders 
the grace of the gospel so inconceiveble, so unspeakable in its 
greatness, and so absolutely free. To deny that mankind, by 
the fall, were brought into such a state, is the same thing, in ef- 
fect, as to deny original sin, and undermine the glorious grace 
of the gospel. 

Ob J. But how cotilJ God^ consistent with his perfections^ put 
us into a state of being worse than not to be ? Or how can we 
ever thank God for such a being ? 

Ans. Our being brought into so bad a state was not ow- 
ing to Go'd, i. e. to any fault in him, but merely to ourselves.... 
to our apostacy from God. It was our apostacy from God 
that brought all this upon us, in way of righteous judgment.... 
Rom. v. 18, 19. Our being in so bad a state is no more owing 
to God, than theirs is who are now in hell. They deser\'e to 
be in heU, according to a law that is holy, just, and good ; and 

be left out of the account : For all this is over and above what, by the 
constitution with Adam, and the law of nature, mankind were or ever 
would hiivc been exposed unto. ' 
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we deserve to be in such a stale, according to the consduitiom 
made with Adam, which was also holy, just^ and good : and 
therefore the one may be consistent with the divine perfections, 
as well as the other. It cannot be disagreeable to the hdinesa, 
justice, and goodness of the divine nature, to deal with man- 
kind according to a constitution^ in its own nature ly>ty,just, 
and good* 

Now, in as much as God did virtually give being to all man- 
kind, when he blessed oar first parents, and said, Be fruitful^ 
end midtiply ; and in as much as beings under the circumstances 
that man was then put in by God, was very desirable...we ought, 
therefore, to thank God for our beings considered in this light, 
and justify God in all the evil that is come upon us for our 
apostacy ; for the Lord is righteous, and we are a guilty race. 

Those in hell are in a state of being infinitely worse than not 
to be ; and, instead of thanking God for their beings, they bki»> 
pheme his name : but still there is no just ground for their coqp* 
duct : They have no reason to think hard of God for danming 
them ; they have no reason to blame him ; they have no rea- 
son to esteem him any the less for it : he does what is fit to be 
done : His conduct is amiable ; and he is worthy of being ei- 
teemed for doing as he does..«.and all holy beings will always 
esteem him for ii„^,(^Rev, xix. 1 — 6.) Therefore the damned 
ought to ascribe all their evil to themselves, and justify God, 
and say, " He gave us being...and it was a mercy..,and he de- 
^' serves thanks ; but to us it is owing that we are now in a state 
" infinitely worse than not to be : God is not to blame for that; 
" nor is he the less worthy of thanks for giving us being, and 
*' for all past advantages which we ever enjoyed : for the 
*• law is holy, just, and good, by and according to which wt 
" suffer all these things :" — So here : Mankind, by the fall* 
were brought into a state of being infinitely worse than not to 
be : and were they but so far awake as to be sensible of it, thej 
would no doubt, all over the earth, murmur, and blaspheme the 
God of heaven. But what then ?... There would be no just 
ground for such conduct : We have no reason to think hard 
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of God — to blame Iiim, or to esteem him any the less. What 
he has done was fit and right ; his conduct was beautiful ; and 
he is worthy to be esteemed for it : for that constitution was ho- 
fyy just, and good, as has been proved : And therefore a fallen 
world ought to ascribe to themselves all their evil, and to justi- 
fy God, and say, ^^ God gave us being under a constituuon ho* 
^^ ly, just, and good ; and it was a mercy : We should have ao» 
^^ counted it a great mercy, in case Adam had never fallen ; but 
^^ God was not to blame for this,.*.nor therefore is he the less 
^* worthy of thanks : All that we suffer is by and according to 
*^ a constituuon in its own nature holy, just, and good :'^ 
Thus mankind ought to have said, had God never provided a 
Savior, but left all the world in ruin : and tiius ought they to 
have justified God^s conduct — laid all die Uame to themselves, 
and acknowledged that God deserved praise firom all his works ; 
vrhich, as they came out of his hands,T(;^f a//v^y ^^^••••Gen» 
i.31. 

Obj. BtU abhough we were^ by the folly brought into such a 
state of wrath and condemnation^ yet now we are delivered out of 
it by Christ ; for as, in Adaniy all die, so, in Christ, shall all h% 
snadealive« 

Ans. Before men believe in Christ, they are as justly expo- 
sed to divine vengeance, as if Christ had never died....yoAn iii. 

18, 36 : And there is nothing to keep off vengeance, one mo« 
ment, but sovereign mercy ; which yet they continually afiront 
and provoke....^0m. ii. 4, 5 : And they are so far from an in* 
clination to turn to God of their own accord, that they are dis- 
posed to resist all the means used to reclaim them...,yoAn \\u 

19. It is true, God is ready, thfough Christ, to receive return- 
ing sinners, and invites all to return through him : Thus God 
is good and kind to an apostate world, and offers us mercy. God 
is not to blame that we are in so bad a case : our destruction is 
of ourselves, and the Lord is righteous : But still it is evident 
we are in a perishing condition, ^nd shall certainly perish, not- 
withstanding all that we, of our own mere motion, ever shall do. 

If sovereign grace does not prevent, there is no hope. 

P p 
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Ob J. But if mankind are thuSj by natutty children ofwratk 
—in a state of being worse than not to be^ and, even efter off that 
Christ has done^ are in thetnsebes thus utterly undone j haw can 
wftn have a heart to propagate their UndjOr account it a Uesm^ 
to fiave a numerous posterity f 

Ans. It is manifest by their conduct^-Jiy their nef^cting 
their children s souls, and caring only for their bodies, diat pa- 
rents, in general, do not propagate with any concern about the 
spiritual and eternal well-being of dieir posterity. It is* proba- 
ble, ii> general, they are influenced by the same motive that the 
brutal world are, together with a desire to have children under 
the notion of g worldly comfort, without scarcely a thought of 
what wiQ become of their posterity for eternity. 

As to godly parents, they have such a spirit of love to God^ 
and resignation to his will* and such an approbadon of his dts* 
pensadons toward mankind,and such a liking tolus whole scheme 
of government, that they are content that God should, gov* 
«m the world as he doss«.«.and that he should have mibgects to 
govem.«..and that themselves and their posterity should be un- 
der him, and at his disposal : Nor are they without hopes of 
mercy for their children, from sovereign grace through Christ, 
while they do, through him, devote and give them up to God, 
and bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord : 
And thus they quiet themselves as to their souls. And now, 
considering children merely as to this life, it is certain that it is 
a great comfort and blessing to parents to have a promising ofr 
spring. 

As to carnal men, since they are enemies to God and his ho- 
ly law, it is no wonder they are at enmity against his whole 
scheme of conduct as Governor of the world. Did they un- 
derstand how God governs the world, and firmly believe it, 
I doubt not it would make all their native enmity ferment to 
perfection : They would wish themselves to be from under 
God's government, and hate that he should ever have any thing 
of theirs to govern : As soon as ever they enter into the eternal 
world, and see how things really are, this will, no doubt, actual- 
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tf be dbeh* case :— -In a word, if men heardly like the original 
constimuon with Adam^as being, in its own nature^ holy, just, 
mad good» this objection will, upon mature consideration, be no 
difficulty with them ; and if they do not, it is not any thmgthat 
can be said, wiU satisfy them. But wicked men's not liking 
tfie constitution, does not prove it to be bad. 

Obj. £ cannot be thought a bkssing to have children^ if the 
most of them are Ukehf^finaUy^ to perish^ 

Ams. The most of Abraham's posterity, no doubt^for above 
these three thousand years, have been wicked, and have perish- 
ed { and God knew before-hand how it would be ; and yet he 
|»x>mised such a numerous posterity under the notion of a great 
blessing^..G^n.xxii : For, considering children merely as to this 
life, they may be a great blessing and comfort to parents, and 
an honor to themj but it is very fitting our children should be 
-God's subjects^ and under his government : Nor are they any. 
she less Uessings to us, as to this life, because they mi^st be ac- 
countable to God in the life to come : They may be a great 
comibrt to us in this life ; and we are certain God will do them 
SK> wrong in the life to come. All men's murmuring thoughts 
about this matter arise from their not liking God's way of gov- 
^csning the world. 

Rem. 3.. Then do we begin to make a just estimate of the grace 
..Ahefree^ rich^ and glorious grace ofGod^ the great Governor of 
the worlds displayed in the gospel^ when we consider mankind* by 
and according to a constitution and a iawj both of them hqly^just^ 
andgood^ actually in such a ruined state. Now we may begin 
a litde more to see the natural import of those words, God so 
lox^dthe world: such a world was it, that he loved and pitied : 
a world in so bad a stete : a perishing world, sinful, guilty, just- 
ty condemed, altogether helpless and undone : And to have a 
door opened by tlie blood of Christ, for us to be raised from the 
depth of such ruin, is wonderful grace indeed.. And in this 
light does the matter stand in scripture-account : for, according 
to that, by the Ojferu:e ofone^ judgment came upon all to condemn 
nation ; and, by the disobedience of one^ many were made (or 
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constituted) sinners^ by virttie of the origpnal constitiitiQii iritk 
Adam*....^om. v. 18, 19 : And all the world stood guUtif te- 
fore Gody by virtue of their want of conformity unto and tranft- 
gression of the law of nature, or moral law... J?0iff. iii« 9, 19: 
And hence mankind were considered as being under m, andl 
under the curse of the iawy and under the wrath ofGodm^JSixmu 
iii. 9-^al. iii. 10— -Johniii* 16— 'Rom* i. 18 : And under diis 
notion Christ was appointed, to tave his people from their jm^ 
(Mat. i. 21) — to deliver them from the wrath to come^(lmTliita. 
i. 10)— -and to bring it to pass, that whereas,^ fA^ i&sobeAenci 
<fone^ many were made sinners^ so^ by the obedience rfone^ mamf 
might be made righteous....Rom. v. 19 : And hence the gospel 
so mightily magnifies the grace of God, his love and goodnas^ 
Rs being unparalleled, unspeakable, inconceivable, passing knoid^ 
edge. God so loved the worldj says Christ...«Gotf commendetk 
his lovcj saith V2CcL.*.Herein is love^ says John. It has height 
Rnd lengthy depth and breadth : It is richgraccy and the exceed^ 
ing riches of grace. And why ? why is it so magnified and ex* 
tolled ? — ^Why, for this, among other reasons, because all dns 
was done while wc did not love Go^....while we were sirmers..,. 
while we wete t/n^orf/y.... while we were enemies....while wc 
were exposed to wrath, guilty before God, perishing^ lost^ without 
strength : Thus God has represented it in his word— 4iis word 
which is the image of his mind, and which shows us how he 
looks upon things, and how they really are. — See jfohn iii. 16, 
36 — Rom. V, 6, 7, 8 — I. fohn iv. 10— £^A. i. 7, and ii. 7, 8, and 
iii. 19 — Mat. xviii. 11, &c. 

Never, therefore, can a sinner rightly understand the gospd 
of Christ, or see his need of the provision therein made, or in 
any measure make a just estimate of the grace of God therein 
displayed, until he is, in some measure, convinced and made re- 
ally sensible, by the spirit of God, that he is actually in such a 
sinful, guilty, helpless, undone condition. This, therefore, is 

* CoMtiiuied sir.ncrs, it is in the original ; for it was by virtue of that 
primitive constitution with AdatTii that his Hrst sin laid all his postcriry un- 
der sin, guilt, and ruin. 
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■baolutely necessary, in order to a genuine compliance with the 
gospel by iaith in Jesus Christ Luke v. Zl...Sor the whole 
need not aphysidanj but they that are sick : And as this is re- 
quisite, in order to the first act of faith, so, for the same reason, 
must we all our days live under a realizing sense of this our sin* 
fill, guilty, undone state, by nature, and in ourselves, in order to 
live by faith : And this will make Christ precious, and the grace 
of the gospel precious— and effectually awaken us to gratitude 
and thankfulness \ for now every thing in our circumstances, 
wherein we are better of it than the damned, will be accounted 
so great a mercy, and the effect of mere grace : And so far as 
we are from a dear sight and realizing sense of this our sinful, 
guilty, undone state, so far shall we be insensible of the precious- 
ness of Christ, and the freeness of grace, and the greatness of 
God's mercy towards us. 

Thus, having considered the ^^tt7U& upon which the most 
high God did look upon mankind as being in a perishing condi« 
don, and the motives whereby he was excited to enter upon any 
methods for their recovery, we proceed now more particularly 
to consider the ways and means he has taken and used to bring 
it about. 

SECTION lU, 

CONCERNING THE NATURE AND NECESSITY OF SATISFACTION 

FOR SIN. 

I am now, 
III. To show what necessity there was for a 3Iediator^ and 
how the way to life has been opened by him whom God has pro*^ 
vided. It is plainly supposed that there was a necessity of a 
Mediator, and of such an one too as God has actually provided, 
in order to our salvation ; for, other^vise, it had been no love or 
goodness in God to have given his only begotten Son : For th^re 
can be no love or goodness in his doing that for us which we 
do not need, and without which we might have been saved as 
well. Nor is it to be supposed that God would give his Son 
to die for a guilty world without urgent necessity. If some 
che:q)er and easier way mi|;ht have been found out, he ^would 
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surely have spared his beloved Son; he had no mrlinatioii Co 
make light of his Son's Mood ; it was tkgreai thing fi>r a God 
to become incarnate^ and die ; and there must, therefiote^ have 
been some very urgent consideradons, to induce the wise Gov^ 
cmor of the world to such an expedient : And here, then, these 
things may be particularly enquired into : 

1. What necessity was there of saUsfaction for ain S 
3. What satisfaction has there been made ? And wherek 
does its sufficiency consist ? 

3. How has the way to life been opened by the means ? 

4. What methods has the great Governor of the world estei^ 
ed upon for the actual recovery of sinful creatures ? 

1. We are to consider what necessity there xvas of satisfac- 
tion for sin. It was needful, or else no satisfactioa would have 
been ever required or made : And the necessity was certainijr 
very great and urgent, or the Father would never have been 
willing to have given his Son^ or the Son to have ondertakei 
the work....a work attended with so much labor and sufferings 
But why was it necessary ? ITiis, I think, will appear, if we de- 
liberately and seriously weigh these things : 

(1.) That God, the great Creator^ Preserver^ and absohtte 
Lord of the whole worlds is not only a Being of infinite under* 
standing and almighty power ^ but also a Being infimte andurt' 
changeable in aU moral propensities : he loves right and hates 
wrong to an infnite degree^ and unchangeably ; or^ in scripture' 
language^ he thus loves righteousness and hates iniquity. By his 
infinite understanding, he sees all things as being what they re- 
ally are : Whatsoever is fit and right, he beholds as being suchj 
and whatsoever is unfit and wrong, he also beholds as being 
such : And as are his views, so is the temper of his heart — he 
infinitely loves that which is fit and right, and infinitely hates 
that which is unfit and wrong : or, in other words, he has an 
infinite sense of the moral fitness and unfitness of things, and 
an iinswerable frame of heart ; i. e. infinitely loves the one, and 
infinitely hates the other. From eternity, God has had an all- 
comprehensive view of tilings.. ..of^very thing that was possi- 
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Ue to be or that actually would be.«..and of all the relations one 
being would bear to another, and the reladon that all wpuld bear 
to him— and has seen what conduct would be right and fit in 
him towards then^ and in them towards him and towards one 
another, and what would be vrrong : and, from eternity, it has 
been his nature infinitely to love that which is right, and hate 
that which is wrong : And this, his nature^ has influenced him 
in all his conduct, as moral Governor of the world ; and he has 
^ven so bright a representation of it, that this seems to be the 
first and most natural idea of God that we can attain : It shines 
cfarough all the scriptures..* .through the law and the gospel, and 
through his whole conduct, in a thousand instances. 

God does not appear to be a Being influenced, acted, and 
governed by a groundless, arbitrary self-will, having no regard 
to right reason«...to the moral fitness and unfitness of things ; 
nor does he sq^pear to be a Being governed and acted by a 
groundless fondness to his creatures. If a thing is not rights 

he will not do it, merely because he is above controul is the 

jrreatest and strongest, and can bear down all before him....G^* 
xviii. 25 : And if a thing is wrong, he will not connive at it at 
all, because it was acted by his creatures, although ever so dear 
|o him, and although the most exalted in dignity, honor, and 
privileges ; — for instance, the sinning angeh....sinning Adanu... 
die Isratlites in the wilderness, his peculiar people. Moses, 
for speaking unadvisedly with his lips, shall not enter into Ca» 
naan. David, the man after his own heart, he sinned ; and 
the swordj says God, s/uiU not depart from thy house : Yea, he 
^nred not his oivn Son, when he stood in the room of sinners* 
If he had been governed by any thing like human fondness, sure- 
ly it would now have appeared : And besides, if that were the 
case, he could never bear to see the damned lie in the dreadful 
torments of hell to all eternity : Indeed, by all he has said, and 
by all he has done, he appears to have an infinite sense of the 
moral fitness and imfitncss of things, and an answerable frame 
of heart ; and to be governed and actuated by this temper, un- 
der the direction of infinite wisdom : Hence, as is his nature^ 
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BO is the nante which he has taken to himself, viz. the holt birs 
of Israel. 

It is true he is a Being of infinite goodness and mercy ; yet 
that is not 2Lfond^ but a holy propensity, under the government 
of infinite wisdom : that is, he considers the happiness and good 
of his creatures, his intelligent creatures, as being what it is.— 
He sees what it is worth, and of how great importance it is ; 
and how much to be desired, in itself, and compared with odier 
things : he sees it to be just what it really is, and has an an- 
swerable disposition of heart, i. e. is desirous of their happi- 
ness, and averse to their misery, in an exact proportion to the 
real nature of the things in themselves* It is true, so great is 
his benevolence, that there is not any act of kindness or grace 
80 great, but that he can find in his heart to do it — yea, has 
an infinite inclination to do it, if, all things considered, m his un- 
erring wisdom, he judges it fit and best : and yet, at the same 
time, it is as true, such is the perfect rectitude and spotless pu- 
rity of his nature, that there is not any act of justice so tremen- 
dous, or any misery so dreadful, but that he can find in his 
heart, his creatures' happiness notwithstanding, to do that act of 
justice, and inflict that misery^, if need so require — ^yea, he has 
an infinite inclination thereto. He regards their happiness and 
misery as being what they are, of very great importance in 
themselves, but of little importance, compared with somediing 
else. He had rather the whole system of intelligent creatures 
should lie in hell to all eternity, than do the very least thing that 
is in itself unfit and wrong : Yea, if it was put to his own case, 
ifwc could possibly suppose such a thing, he would make it ap- 
pear that he does as he would be done by, when he punishes 
sinners to all eternity. It was, in a sort, put to his own case 
once, when his Son, who was as himself, stood in the room of 
a guilty world — and his heart did not fail him ; but he appeared 
as gieat an enemy to sin then as ever he did, or will do to all 
eternity. His treating his Son as he did, in the garden and up- 
on the cross, immediately himself and by his instruments, was 
as bright an evidence of the temper of his heart, as if he had 



DISTIKGUISHED FROM ALL COUNTERFEITS. 303 

damned the whole world. He appeared what he was then, as 
much as he will at the day of judgment : He is infinite in good- 
ness ; yet he is infinitely averse to do any act of kindness, at 
the expence of justice, from mere fondness to his creatures. 

And as his goodness is notfondnesis, so his justice is not cru» 
elty. He infinitely hates that which is unfit and wrong, and is 
disix>sed to testify his hatred in some visible, public manner, 
by inflicting some proportionable punishment ; — not because sin- 
ners hurt him, and so make him angry and revengeful ; for their 
obedience can do him no good, nor their disobedience any hurt 
•...Job xxx\'. 6, 7 ; — ^nor indeed so much because they hurt 
themselves ; for if they did wrong in no other respect, he would 
never treat them with such severity : but this is the truth of 
the case — the great Governor of the world has an infinite sense 
of the moral fitness and unfitness of things, and an answerable 
frame of heart : and so he infinitely loves that which is fit, and 
commends and rewards it ; and infinitely hates the contrary, 
and forbids and punishes it j — only it must be remembered, that 
the rewards he grants to the good are of mere bounty as to 
them, because diey can deserve nothing....^(?w. xi. 55. But 
the punishments he inflicts on the wicked are pure justice, be- 
cause they deserve ?3\,*,.Ronu vi. 23 : For although creatures 
cannot merit good at the hands of God, from whom they receive 
•II, and to whom they owe all, yet they can merit evil : Never* 
thekss, -rewards and punishments are both alike in this respect, 
viz. that they are visible public testimonies borne by the Gov- 
ernor of the world to the moral amiablcness of virtue on the 
one hand, and to the moral hatefulness of vice on the other.— 
The one is not the efiect of fondness, nor the other of cruelty ; 
but the one results from the holiness and goodness of the divine 
nature, and the other from his holiness and justice. By the 
one, it appears how he loves virtue, and how exceedingly boun^ 
liful he is ; and, by the other, how he hates sin, andhow much he 
is disposed to discountenance it, by treating it as being what it is. 
Thus, I say, in the first place, we must consider God, the su- 
preme Governor of the world, as a Being not only of infinita 
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understanding and almighty power, but also infinite and un* 
changeable in all moral propensities — as one having a perfect 
sense of the moral fitness and unfitness of things, and an answer* 
able frame of heart ; or, in scripture4anguage, Hohf^ hohfy hofy^ 
Lord God Almighty....the holy one of Israel: The Lord God gra* 
cious andmercijid, but by no means clearing the guilty »...Of/fU^ 
rer eyes than to behold iruquity...Who loveth righteousness and 
liateth inijuity^^Who renders to every one according to their d<h 
ingSj &c. Without a right idea of God, the supreme Gover- 
nor of the world, and a realizing, living sense of him on our 
hearts, it is impossible we should righdy understand the methr 
6ds he has taken to open a way for his mercy to come out after 
a rebellious, guilty world, or truly see into the grounds of his 
conduct — the reasons of his doing as he has done. If we know 
God, and have a taste for moral beauty, we shall be in a di^>o« 
sition to understand the gospel ; but otherwise we shall not.... 
yohn vii. 17, and viii. 47 : For, in the whole of thb great afisur 
of our redemption, he has acted altogether like himself. 

(2.) God is in^nitely excellent^ glorious J and amiable in being 
what he is. His having such a nature or temper, and, at the 
same time, being of infinite understanding and almighty power, 
renders him infinitely excellent, glorious, and amiable, far be- 
yond the conceptions of any finite mind. Isa. vi. Z..»»Holy^luh 
lijy holy^ Lord God Almighty^ the whole earth is full of thy glory^ 

Hence, God loves^ esteems^ and delights in himself infinitely : 
not indeed from what we call a selfish spirit ; for could we sup- 
pose there was another just what he is, and himself an inferior, 
he would love, esteem, and delight in that other, as endrely as 
he does now in himself : It is his being what he b, "that is the 
ground of his self-We, esteem, and delight. 

Hence, again, he loves to act like himself in all his conduct as 
moral Governor of the world, as entirely as he loves himseff 
and it is as much contrary to Jiis nature to counteract the temper 
of his hearty in his public conduct, as to cease to be what he is : 
And the plain reason is, that there is the same ground for the 
•ne as for the other. He loyes himself, because he is most ex- 
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•client in being what he is ; and, for the same reason, he loves 
to act like himself, because that is most excellent too : He can^ 
not be willing to cease to be of that temper or nature he is of, 
because it is most excellent ; and, for the same reason, he can* 
not be willing to counteract it, because it is most excellent to 
act agreeably to it in all diings : He is under necessity to love 
himself ; and he is under the same necessi^ to act like him« 
self....6^ii. xviii. 25 : Hence it is a common thing for God, in 
great earnestness, to say in his word, Iwiii do so and so^ and 
they shall Ksow that I am the Lord : as if he should say—* 
^* A guilty, rebellious race may think and say what they will 
^ of me, yet I am what I am, and I will act like myself, and all 
^^ the world shall know that I am the Lord, u e. that I am what 
^ I pretend to be : They shall know it by my conduct, sooner 
** or later," 

(3.) God cannot be said to act liie himself, unless he appears as 
great an enemy to sin^ in his public government of the worlds as 
he realhj is at heart. If his conduct as moral Governor of the 
world, the whole being taken together, should look with a more 
favorable aspect towards sin, or appear less severe than really 
he is, then it is self-evident that his conduct would not be like 
himself, nor would it tend to exhibit a true idea of him to all 
attentive spectators in all his dominions. If his creatures and 
subjects, in such a case, should judge of his nature by his con» 
duct^ they would necessarily frame wrong notions of the divine 
Being: And he himself must see and know that he did not act 
like himseli' ; nor appear, in his conduct^ to be what he was in 
his heart. . 

But God, the supreme Governor of the worid, does, at heart, 
look upon sin as an infinite evil ; and his aversion and enmity 
to it is infinite* He looks upon it, and (u> speak of him after 
tlie manner of men) is affected towards it, as being what it re- 
ally is. But it is infinitely wrong and wicked, for us not to 
love him with all our heart, and obey him in every thing : The 
least sin is an infinite evil ; and such he sees it to be, and as 
such does he abhpr it. The infinite evil of sin does not consist 
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in its lessening God's essential glory or blessedness ; far they 
are both independent on us, and far out of our reach : nor does 
it consist merely in its tendency to make us miserable i But, 
in its own nature, it is infinitely wrong, in as much as we arc 
under infinite oUigations to perfect holiness. Our obligadons 
to love God with ail our heart ar^^ proportion to his amtaUe- 
ness ; but that is infinite : not to do so, therefore, is infinitely . 
wrong. But, as has been said, God has an. infinite sense of 
the moral fitness and unfitness of things, and an answeraUe 
frame of heart : i. c. he infinitely loves that which is right, and 
infinitely hates that which is wrong : And therefore he infinite- 
ly hates the least sin. 

If, therefore, he acts like himself, he must, in his public gov* 
cmment of the world, his whole conduct being taken togediery 
appear, in the most evident manner, to be an infinite enemy to 
the least sin : He must appear infinitely severe against it ; and 
never do any thing, which, all tlungs considered, seems to look 
at all with another aspect. 

(4.) Godj the supreme Governor of the rvorld^ cannot be smd 
to appear an infinite enemy to sin^ and to appear ir^mtehf se^ 
vere against ity and that without the least appearance of a Jitoora^ 
He aspect towards it in his coiuiuct^ unless he does ahvays^ through- 
out all his dominions y not only in word threaten^ but in fact pun- 
ish it^ with infinite severity^ without the least mitigation or abate* 
ment in any one instance whatsoever* 

If he should never, in his government of the world, say or 
do any thing against sin, it would seem as if he was a friend to 
it, or at least very indifferent about it. If he should say, and 
not do....threaten to punish, but never inflict the punishment, 
his creatures and subjects might be tempted to say, " He pre- 
tends to be a mighty enemy to sin, and that is all.'* If be 
should generally punish sin with infinite severity, but not al- 
ways, there would at least be some favorable aspect towards 
sin, in his visible conduct ; and his subjects might be ready to 
say, " If he can suffer sin to go half unpunished, why not alto- 
gether ? And if altogether at one time, why not at another? 
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*^ And if he can abate die threatened punishment in some de- 
^^ gree, in some instances, why not altogether, in all instances'? 
^^ If there is no absolute necessity that sin should be punished, 
^^ why does he ever punish it ? But if it be absolutely necessary, 
** why does he ever suffer it to go unpunished V^ It would seem, 
at least, by such a conduct, as if sin was not so exceedingly bad 
a thing but that it might escape punishment sometimes — and 
as if God was not such an infinite, unchangeable enemy to it, 
but that he ;night be disposed to treat it with a litde favor : — In 
a word, if God should always punish sins, not one excepted, 
and that throughout all his dominions, and yet not do it always 
ivith infinite severity ; but, in some insunces, one in a million 
we will say, should abate a litde, and but a very litde ; yet so 
much as he abates, be it more or less, so much does he treat 
tin in a favorable manner, and so much does he fall short of 
treating it with due severity, and so iar does he appear, in his 
conduct, from being an infinite, unchangeable enemy to it : So 
that it is very evident that he cannot, in his conduct, as moral 
Governor of the world, appear an infinity, unchangeable enemy 
to sin, without the least appearance to the contrary, in any oth- 
er possible way or method, than by always punishing it with in- 
finite severity, without the least abatement, in anyone instance, 
in any part of his dominions, in time or eternity. And this 
would be to act like himself ; and in and by such conduct, he 
would appear to be what he is. But to do otherwise, would 
be to counteract his own nature, and give a fake representation 
of his heart, by a conduct unlike himself. 

Thus, it is the nature of God, the great Governor of the 
world, in all his conduct, to act like himself : But he cannot be 
said to act like himself, unless he appears as great an enemy to 
-sin, and as severe against it, as he really is, without the least 
shadow of the contrary : but his conduct cannot appear in this 
light, unless he docs, in fact, punish sin with infinite severity, 
throughout all his dominions, without the least mitigation, in 
ai^ one instance, in time or eternity ; therefore it is the nature 
of God, the Governor of the world, to do so ; and therefore.hc 
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can no sooner, nor any easier, be willing to kt any sin go un- 
punished, than he can to cease to be what he is :• For, as was 
before proved, it is as impossible for him to act contrary to his 
own nature, as it is to cease to be what he is : and he, can con- 
sent to the one as easily as to the other. 

Hence, we may learn, this is really a branch of the law of na- 
ture^ That sin should he punished : it results from the nature of 
God, the Governor of the world j it was no arbitrary consdtu- 
tion ; it did not result from the divine sovereignty. It would, 
in the nature of things, have been no evil for ■ Adam to have 
eaten of the tree of hiowkdge^ had not God forbidden it ; here- 
in God exercised his sovereign authority, as absolute Lord of 
all things : But in threatening sin with eternal death, he acted 
not as a sovereign, but as a righteous Governor : his nattire 
prompted him to do so ; he could not have done otherwise. 
As it is said in another case. It is impossible for God to lie ; so 
it may be said here. It is impossible for God to let sin go unptm* 
ished. As hecannot go counter to himself in speaJtingy so nei- 
ther in acting. It is as contrary to his nature to let sin go un- 
punished, as it is to lie ; for Uis justice is as much himself, as 
his truth ; and it is, therefore, equally impossible he should act 
contrary to either. 

Hence, this branch of the law of nature is not capable of any 
repeal or abatement : For since it necessarily results from the 
nature of God, the Governor of the world, it must necessarily 
remain in force so long as God continues to be what he is. 
Besides, if God should repeal it, he must not only coimteract 
his own nature, but also give great occasion to all his subjects 
to think he was once too severe against sin, and that now he 
had altered his mind, and was become more favorable towards 
it : which he can no more be willing to do, than he can be wil- 

• God's mild and kind conduct towards a guilty world at present, it noUi- 
vc^Z inconsisicut.with this; because mankind are now dealt with in and 
through a mediator, upon whom our sins Jbav^ been laid^ and who has been 
tiuMdfi4t curse for us. In him our sins have been treated with infinite severe 
it/, without the least abatement. But for this, God's conduct, no doubt, 
would be very inconsistent with his perfections. 
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Gng actually to cease to be what he is : For, as he loves him* 
self perfectly for being what he is, so he perfectly loves to act 
like himself, and to appear in his conduct just as he is in his 
heart : Therefore our Savior expressly asserts. That heccom 
and earth shall pass axi/ay^ but not one jot or tittle of the law . 
$halifaiL..Mu. v. 18. 

(j.) But all this notwithstanding^ yet God did^ of his infimte 
^0odness and sovereign grace^ entertain designs of mercy towards 
a fallen world..,*a rebellious^ obstinate^ stubborn^ sinful, guilty^ 
hell-deserving race^ under the righteous condemnation oftltelaw 
»...a law^ like himself holy^justy arul good. Particularly, he de« 
signed to declare himself reconcileable to this sinful, guilty world 
....to put mankind into a new state of probation.. ..to try and see 
if they would repent and return unto him, and to use a variety 
of methods for their recovery : And to make way for this, he 
designed to reprieve a guilty world, for a certain space of time, 
from that utter ruin he had threatened, and to grant a sufficien- 
cy of the good things of this life for their support, while in a 
state of probation ; and he also purposed to grant a general re* 
eurrection from the dead, that those who should return to him 
and be reconciled might be most completely happy in the world 
to come. And because he knew their aversion to a reconcilia- 
tion, therefore he designed to use a variety of external means 
to bring them to it : And because he knew that mankind would 
be universally disposed to hate all such means, fnot liking to 
have God in their knowledge)^ and cast them oflF, and get from 
under them, therefore he designed, in his sovereign grace, to se« 
Icct some part of mankind, (the Jews for instance) with whom, 
by hi* special providence.. .by the more open or secret workings 
of his almighty power, such means should be condnued. And, 
in the fulness of time, he purposed also to use equal, yea, great- 
er means with various nations of the Gentiles : And because 
he knew that all external means notwithstanding, yet all, with 
one consent, would refuse to repent, and convert, and be recon- 
ciled, therefore he designed, by his providence, and by the more 
common influences of his spirit, to take some farther pains with 
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many, and tiy them : And because he knew that this would 
never effectually persuade them, through the great perverseness 
of mankind, therefore he designed, by the special influences 
of his holy spirit, through his almighty power and all-cotiqucr- 
ing graces ^ their obstinacy notwithstanding, yet to reclaim, 
and recover, and bring home to himself, a certun number in 
this world, and here train them up for eternal glory, and finally 
bring them thereunto^-^nd all of his sovereign goodness, and 
an to the prsuse of the glory of his grace. And towards the 
btter end of that space of time, in which this woild was to be 
reprieved, it was his purpose more eminently to destroy Satan^s 
kingdom on earth and his influence among mankind, and more 
generally recover the guilty nations from his thraldom, and sot 
up his own kingdom on earth, to flourish in great glory and 
prosperity a thousand years : Such were his designs, as is evi- 
dent by the event of things, smd from the reveladon be has made 
in his word of what is yet to come to pass. 

(6.) But as the case then stoodyit was not Jit that any of these 
favors should he granted to a guilty world i no^ not any thing 
that had so much as fall things considered J the nature of a mer* 
cy, without some strfficieiit salvo to t/ie divine honor J^ Indeed, 
some kind of reprieve, I presume, might have been granted to 
a guilty world, so as to have suffered the human race to have 
propagated, and the whole designed number to have been bom 
— a reprieve, all things considered, not of the nature of amer- 

• Ob J. But if God could not, corMstentlyHuith bit perfections ttht^ any nim 
$0 a guilty v^orlJ witbinit a eujfficient salvo to Lis honor t bow eouUbe, coruieteiMj 
^iiit/j ifii- perfections t provide tbem a inediator ? WfU not this a great nurcjr f 
And lubat salvo bad be for bis bonor in doing it ? 

Ans. The very doing oi' this thing itself was to secure his own iMmar. 
This was the very end he had ncxtly in view. Were it not for this end, 
a mediator had not been needful ; but a guilty world might have been pir- 
doned by an act of absolute sovereign grace. Now his taking such a glo« 
rious method to secure his honor, and the honor of his law^ and gorem- 
ment, and sacred authority, had no tendency to misrepresent them i Hr 
acted In it just like himself. His infinite wisdom, holuiess, justice* and 
goodness, are all at once most perfectly displayed in this conduct of the 
supreme Governor of the world ; particularly, his infinite hatred of sin, 
and disposition to punish it, appeared in the ver)' act of appointing his Son 
to be a sacrifice for the sins of the world : For, in this act, it was manifest, 
that he did choose his own dear Son should himself bear the punishment of 
sin, rather than let it go unpunished. 
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cy : So the fallen angels seem to be under some kind of a re- 
prieve ; for they are reserved in chains^ to the judgment of the 
great day, as condemned prisoners...!!. Peter \u 4. And hence, 
a number of them once cried out. Art thou come to torment us 
before the time ?....Mat« viii. 29 : Yet we are not taught, in 
scripture, to look upon this as a mercy to them« But the scrip- 
tures teach us to consider our reprieve,..tQur worldly comforts 
••••our means of grace....our space for repentance....the restraints 
of providence, and the common influences of the spirit, as mer- 
cies—yea, as great mercies....j60m. ii. Ae-^Isaiah v. ^^-Deutm 
X. l^-^Acts xiv. \7^^Rev. ii. 21. All these common favors, 
therefore, as well as special and saving mercies, were not pro- 
per to be granted to such a guilty, hell-deserving world, by a 
holy, sin-hating, sin-revenging God. This was not to treat 
mankind as it was fit and meet they should be treated ; !t was 
contrary to law that any favor at all should, without a saho to 
the divine honor, be granted them ; fi>r, by law, they were all 
doomed to destruction : And it was contrary to the divine na- 
Jture to do any thing in the case, that, all things considered, 
would have, in the least measure, a favorable aspect towards 
9in ; or so much as in the least tend to make him seem less sei» 
vere ag:unst it, than if he had danmed the whole world for their 
iqK>stacy and rebellion. 

If God had set aside his law, which was the image of his 
heart, and undertaken and shown all these favors to a guilty 
world, without any ^vo to his honor, his visible conduct would 
have been direcdy contrary to the inward temper of his heart ; 
and by it he would have counteracted his nature, and misrep- 
resented himself, dishonored .his law, rendered his authority 
weak and.contemptible, and opened a wide door for the encour- 
agement of rebellion, throughout all his dominions*— and, in 
cSect, gotten to himself the character the devil designed to give 
.of him to our first parents, when he said, Te shall not surely 
diej (Gen. iii. 4) — ^i. e. ^^ God is not so severe against sin as he 
M pretends to be, and as you think for— nor docs he hate it so 
^ much, nor will he do as he says in the case." It was there* 
fore infinitely impossible. R R 
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(7.) To the endy therefore^ that a way might be opened fir 
him to put his. designs of mercy in execution^ conmtenth/ joiih Am- 
stlf....consistentkf with the honor of his hoSness attdjusticej law 
and government^ and sacred authorittf, something ntust be dons 
by him in apiMic manner, as it were^in the sight ofdl worlds^ 
whereby his infinite hatred of sin, and unchangeable resehtion ta 
punish it, might be as ejfectwMy manifested as if he had damned 
the whole world. Merely his saying that he infinitely hates 
•in, and looks upon it worthy of an infinite punishment, wouU 
Bothave manifested the inward temper of his heart in such a 
meridian brightness as if he had damned the whole world in 
very deed r but rather, Ins saying one thing, and doing another 
directly contrary, would have been going counter to himself % 
especially, considering him as acting in the capacity of a Gov 
emor, to whom, by office, it belongs to put the law m execution, 
takd cause justice to take jdace : For him first to make a kiw^ 
threatening eternal death to the least sin, makes lum appear in^ 
finitely just and holy ; but then to have no regard to that law 
in his conduct, but go right contrary to it, without any saho to 
his honor, is quite inconsistent, and directly tends to bring him- 
self, his law and authority, into the greatest contempt. Some- 
thing, I say, therefore, must be done, to make his hatred of the 
sin of mankind, and disposition to punish it, as manifest as if he 
had damned the whole world ; to the end that the honor of hb 
holiness and jusdce...«of his law and government, and sacred 
authority, might be effectually secured. To act contrary to 
his own nature, was impossible....to have no regard to the hon- 
or of his law and government, was unreasonable-*^ guilty world 
had better all have been damned* 

Thus, fix>m the perfections of God, and from the nature of 
the thing, we see the necessity there was that satisfisiction should 
be made for sin, in order to open an honorable way in which 
divine mercy might come out after a rebellious, guilQr, hell-de^ 
serving worid. 

To conclude this head, the necessity of satisfaction for sin 
seems also to be held forth in the scriptures, and to be implied 
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God's ocmduct in thb affair. * In the Old TesUmoit, the ne« 
Bsity of an atonement for un was taught in types and figurcsi 
tie man that sinned was to bring his offering before the Lord^ 
d lay his hands upon it» lund confess his sin over it — and so^ 
it were, transfer his sin and guilt to it ; then was it to be 
on, (for death is the tvagee of sin J and burnt upon the altar, 
yr the sinner deserves to be consumed in the fire of God's 
"ath), and the blood thereof was to be sprinkled round about, 
or without shedding of blood there is no rcmissionj^^^ior was 
:re any other way of obtaining pardon prescribed but this^ 
nch naturally taught the necessity of satisfaction for sin, and 
1 the pious Jews to some general notion of the great aton&- 
mt which God would provide, and to a cordial reliance there- 
for acceptance in the sight o( God..;Lev. iv, and xvi— -^t^. 
But, in the New Testament, the nature and necessity of 
tisfaction for sin, and the impossibility of finding acceptance 
th God, unless through the atonement of Christ, b taught ia 
iguage very plain and express ; particularly in the third chap- 
r of the episde to the Romans • St. Paul having proved both 
ftvs and Greeks to be under sin^ and all the world to be guilty 
fore GodySnd that every mouth mustbestopfied, in tht^rst and 
:ond chapters^ and in the beginning of the thirdj does, in the 
xt placej enter upon» and begin to explain the way of salva- 
>n, by free gprace, through Jesus Christ :•— ^^ We cannot," says 
•, «« be justified by the deeds of the law, (Chap. iii. 20), but 
it must be freely by grace through the redempdon that is in 
Jesus Christ, (ver. 94) : But if we are not justified by the 
deeds of the law..«.by our own obedience, how will God, our 
Judge, appear to be righteous i If the law condemns us, and 
^'et he justifies us, i. e. if he thus proceeds contrary to law, to 
clear and approve when that condemns, how will he appear 
to be a just and upright Governor and Judge, who, loving 
righteousness and hating iniquity, is disposed always to ren- 
der to everj' one his due ?..«Why, there is a way contrived, 
wherein the righteousness of God is manifested in our jubti- 
Tication without the law's being obeyed by us...ai way unto 
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^ which the types of the law and predictions of the prophets 
^ did all bear witness..««a way in which the righteousness of 
<^ God is manifested in and by Christ, (per. 21,22) : But how? 
** Why, God hath eet him forth to be a pr7pitiation\ to deciart 
** his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past ^ through 
•*' the forbearance ofGod^^o declareylsay^ at this time , his rights 
** eousnessy that he might be just, and the jtistifier oflum 
" which beiieveth in Jesus^ The apostle seems evidendy to 
suppose that God could not have beenjusty had he not thus de> 
dared his righteousness ; and that he actually took this meth- 
od to declare and manifest his righteousness, to the end he might 
^eryt^/..4.might act agreeably to his nature, the original stand- 
ard of jusuce, and to his law, which is the transcript of his na- 
ture, and the established rule of righteousness between him out 
Governor, and us his subjects* He set forth his Son to be a 
propiticttionfor the remission ofsin^ to dechre his righteotisnn$y 
t/uithe might bejtist, and thejustifier^ &c. 
- Besides, Thenecessity of satisfaction for sin, and that erea 
by die death of Christ, seems to be implied in our Savior*s pray* 
cr in the garden. If it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nev* 
ertheless, not as Iwill^ biit as thou wilt...MB.U xxvi. 39 : And 
again, (ver. 42.) O, my father, if this cup may not pass away from 
me, except I drink it, thy will be flfow^— As if Christ had said, 
" If it be possible thy designsof mercy might be put intoezecu- 
** tion, and poor sinners saved, consistcnUy with thine honor, 
^ without my drinking this cup, O that it might be ; but if it 
^ is not possible it should be so, I consent." Satisfaction for sin 
being necessary, and there being no easier way in which satis- 
faction for sin might be made, and a door opened for mercy to 
come to a guilty world, consistently with the divine honor, seenfi 
to have been the very ground of the Father's willing him, and 
of Christ's consenting to drink that cup : And, indeed, is it 
possible to conceive why Christ should be willing to snfier 
what he did, or why his Father should desire it, were it not an 
expedient absolutely necessary, and nothing else would do, sd 
that it must be, or not one of the race of Adam be ever aavcd, 
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consistently with the divine honor i If it was not so absolute- 
ly necessary— if there was some cheaper and easier way that 
would have done, why did the Father will this ? or how had 
Christ a sufficient call to undertake it i or, indeed, what need 
was there for him to undertake ? or what good would it do.? 
If sin was not, in very deed, so bad a thing that it could not be 
pardoned without such a satis£u:tion, why was such a satisfac^ 
tion insisted upon ?..«.why a greater satisfaction than was need- 
ful ? . Could a holy and wise God set so light by the blood of 
his dear Son, as to desire it to be shed without the most urgent 
necessity f Or why should the Governor of the world make 
more ado than wasnecessar)',and then magnify his love in giv» 
ing his Son, when mankind might have been saved without it i 
Did this become the great Governor of the world i or would 
God have us look upon hb conduct in such alight ^...Surely no : 
Verily, therefore, such was the case of a rebellious, guilty world, 
that God looked upon them too bad to be released, consistent- 
ly with the divine honor, from the threatened destruction, un- 
less such a mediator should interpose, and such a satisfaction 
for sin be made ; and therefore Christ acquiesced in his will, as 
being wise, holy, just, and good. And this being supposed, 
the love of God, in giving his Son, appears even such as it is 
represented to be-— unparalleled, unspeakable, inconceivable f 
so, also» does the love of Christ in undertaking : And thus, 
from the perfections of God, and from the scriptures, and from 
God's conduct in this affair, it appears that a full satisfaction for 
ain was necessar)-, in order to its being pardoned, or any favor 
ahovm to a guilty world, consistently with the divine honor. 

And if we, in very deed, did stand in such need, such an ab- 
8<dute, perishing need of a mediator, as this comes to — if God 
looked upon things in such a light, then must we see this our 
need of a. mediator, and look upon things in this light too, and 
have a sense of this great truth upon our hearts : for, other- 
wise, we neither truly understand what a state we are in, nor 
what need we have of a mediator. And if we do not truly im^ 
derstand- what a state we are in, nor our need of the mediator 
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£od has prcmded, how can we be in a dispoudon to Rceivc 
him as he is offered in the gospel, and truly and imdentand* 
higly to rely upon him, his death and 8ufierings,.««his wordi 
snd merit5,..«his mediation and intercession, as the gospel i^ 
vites us to do ? 

To see our need of Christ to be our atonenient.».«to see our 
need of his propitiatory sacrifice to open the way for the Gov- 
ernor of the world to be reconciled to us consistendy with hit 
honor, is a very different thing from what many imagine. Som^ 
fancy they want Christ to purchase an abatement of the law, and 
satisfy for their imperfections ; and then they hope to procurt 
the divine favor by dieir own goodness* Some trust in Christ 
and die free grace of God through him, as they tlunk, and yet, 
at the same time, look upon God as obliged, in justice, to save 
them, if they do as well as they can. Some, who lay not so 
high a claim to the divine favor, yet, by their tears and prayeri, 
hope to move the compassions of God, and, by their fSeur prom- 
ises, to engage his favor, and would secredy think it hard, if, $t 
ter all, God should cast them off ; and yet they pretend to see 
their need of Christ, and to tmst in him : But these are all evs- 
idently so far from seeing their need of Christ, that, in the tem^ 
per and exercises of their hearts, they implicidy and practically 
deny any need of him at all ; to their own sense, they are good 
enough to be accepted in the sight of God, upon their own ac- 
count... .^o/n. X. 3. Others, who have had great awakenings 
and convictions, and see much of their own badness, and do, 
in a sort, renounce their own righteousness....they look to be 
saved by free grace ; but, in all the exercises of their hearts, see 
-no need of a mediator, and have nothing to do with lum : they 
see no reason why they may not be pitied and saved by free 
grace, without any respect to the atonement of Christ : They 
do not understand that they are so bad that it would be a re- 
proach to the Governor of the world to show them mercy, otl^ 
erwise than through a mediator. Others, again, who talk much 
of Christ, and of faith, and of living by faith, and cry down 
works, and think themselves most evangelical, yet, after all, aih 



D18T1NGUI8HSD FROM ALL COUVTJUUrEITS. ^1/ 

ielieve that Christ died/or them in particular^ and that tha^ 
dl be saved : this b their faithj and this their trusting ia 
list ; whereby it b evident, they never truly saw their need 
Christ, nor have they any respect to him under the proper, 
uracter of a Mediator : But then do persons see their need 
Christ, when, from a sense of what they are, and of what 
k1 is, they are convinced thatthey are too bad to be pardoned 
1 accepted^— so bad that any thing short of damnation is too 
3d for them ; so that it would foe inconsistent with the dU 
le perfections, and to the reproach of die great Governor of 
I world, to show them any favor without some sufficient sak 
to his honor : Now they see their need of Christ, and ana 
tpared to exercise faith in his Uood, (to use the aposde'a 
rase...i?jiii. iii. 23,) and not till now : for men cannot be. 
d to see their need of Christ and his atonement, unless tfaejr 
I that in their case which renders his atonement ntetfful;^ 
: its being inconsistent with the divine perfecttonsi^ and tot 
: dishonor of God, to pardon sin without satisfaction, was 
t^ which made an atonement needful: Therefore sin- 
is must see their case to be such as that it would be inoonsi»« 
It with the divine perfections^ and to the dishonor of 
dy to grant them pardon without satisfaction for their sins^ 
ocder to see their need of Christ and* of his atonement, 
hen they see their case to be such, then they begin to see 
ngs as they are— to view them in the same light that God doea 
to perceive upon what grounds, and for what reasons, a me* 
itor ¥ras necessary, and why and upon what accounts they 
nt one ; and hereby a foundation ia laid for them, under^ 
ndinglyy to have a fidutiai recourse to that Mediator which 
k1 has provided, tiiat, through him, consistendy with the di- 
)€ perfections, they may be received to favor ; and so, from 
rist, the Mediator,, and from the free grace of God through 
D, .do they take all their encouragement to come to God, in 
pes of pardon and acceptance, and eternal life : And thus they 
k to bejustifed by free grace through the redemf^ion t/ua is 
Jems Christy which b what the gospel intends and p nyo e c ^ 
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....Rom. ill. 24 : And from an increasing sense of their nnwor- 
thiness and ill deserts, they, through the course of their lives, 
more and more, grow up into a disposition to live the life they 
Hve in the fleshy by faith in the Son ofGod^ always having res- 
pect to him as their great high-priest^ in all their approaches to 
the merq^'Seatj having access to God by him^ who has styled him^ 
self the door of the sheep ^ and the way to the Father^ w^ich is 
the very thing the gospel proposes, and idvites and encourages 
us unto. Heb. ix. 12....£y his awn blood he entered into the hth 
lyplace^ having obtained eternal redemption for us : Ver. 24..- 
Jnto heaven itself, to appear in the presence of God for us: Heb. 
X* 19'''4l2....Havingtherefore^brethrenjboldnesstoefUerinSothe 
holiest by the blood of Jesus^ by a new and living way which he 
hath'Consecratedfor us — and liaving an high-priett over the house 
ofGody let us dranv near with a true hearty infill aaeurance tf 
faith. Rom* iii. 2S....For him hath God set forth to be a pro- 
fixation for sin^ to declare his righteousness ^ that he might be 
justy &c. 

- And a clear, realizing sense of these things on our hearts will 
lay a foundation for us to see how the gospel-way of salvadon 
is calculated to bring much glory to God, and abase sinners in 
the very dust, which is that wherein the glory of the gospel very 
much consists..«.i?0m. iii. 27 — Eph. \. 3 — 12. And we shall 
learn to rejoice to see God alone exalted, and freely to take our 
proper place, and lie down in the dust, abased before the Lord 
forever : Andindeed it is perfecdy fit, in this case, that the rebel- 
wreteh should come down, and be so far from finding fault widi 
the great Governor of the world, and with his holy, just, and 
good law, that he should rejoice that God has taken such an ef- 
fectual method to secure his own honor, and the honor of his 
law. We ought to be glad with all our hearts that the supreme 
Governor of the world did put on state, and stand for his hon- 
or, and the honor of his law, without the least abatement ; and 
did insist upon it that sin should be punished....the sinner hum* 
bled, and grace glorified.; — these were things of the greatest im- 
portance : and we ought to choose to be saved in such a war, 
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to have God honored, and ourselves humbled : And it is evi- 
dent this must be the temper of every one that comes into m 
genuine compliance with the gospel : Thus much concerning 
the necessity of satisfacfion for sin. But here, now, some 
may be ready to enquire, 

Was it not as neceaaary that the precepts of the law should be 
obeyed^ as that the penalty should be suffered, to make way for 
the sinner not only to be pardoned^ but also to be received to a state 
of favor ^ and entitled to eternal life f — To which I answer, 

1. It is true, we need not only a pardon from the hands of 
God, the supreme Governor of the world, in whose sight, and 
against whom we have sinned ;— we need, I say, not only to be 
pardoQed....delivered from condemnation..».freed from the 
curse of the iaw..*.saved from hell; but we want something 
farther: We want to be renewed to God's intage... .taken into 
his family....put among his cluldren, and made partakers of hit 
everlasting &vor and love : We need not only to be delivered 
from all those evils which are come upon us, and which we art 
exposed unto, through our apostacy from God ; but we want 
to be restored to the enjojinentof all that j^oc/ which we should 
have had, had we kept the covenant of our God. 

2. It is true, also, that mankind, according to the tenor of the 
first covenant, were not to have been confirmed in a state of 
koliness and happiness->-were not to have had etems^ life, mere« 
ly upon the condition of being innocent, (for such was Adam 
by creation), but perfect obedience to every precept of the di- 
vine law was rcquired....i?ow. x. 5 — Gal. iii. 10. The perform- 
ance of such an obedience, was that righteousness which wa^, 
by covenant, to entitle him to life. 

• 3. Since the (all, all mankind are destitute of that rigliteous* 
ness — nor can they attain unto it....Rot0t. iii. 9 — ^20. 

' 4. But our natural obligations to love God with all our hearts, 

and obey him in every thing, still remain: for they are, in 

their own nature, unalterable : They will be forever the same, 

80 long as God remains what he is, and, we are his creatures. 

There was the same reason, therefore, after the fall, why we 

S 8 
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should love and obey God, as ever there was : There was the 
same reason, therefore, that the condition of the first covenant 
should be fulfilled, as ever there was : It was reasonable, ori- 
ginally, or God would never have insisted upon it : and there- 
fore it is reasonable now, since our apostacy ; and God has die 
same grounds to insist upon it forever : but we cannot perform 
it ourselves ; it was necessary, therefore, that it should be per- 
formed by Christ, our surety. But perhaps some may still say. 

When Christ hadfuUy satisfied for all our shu^andso opened 
& way for believers to be considered as entirely free from any 
guilt, why might not the Governor of the world now, of his sovc* 
reign goodness and bounty, have bestowed eternal life^ without 
any more to do ? Wliat need was there for Christ to fu^l all 
righteousness in our room ? — ^To which I answicr— 

When Adam was newly created, he was innocent..»free from 
any guilt ; and why might not the supreme GovenKM* of die 
world, now, without any more to do, have bestowed upon him 
eternal life and blessedness, of his mere sovereign goodness i 
What need was there that his everlasting welfare should be 
entirely suspended upon the uncertain condition of his good 
behavior ? Had not God just seen how it turned out with the 
angels that sinned ? Did he not know that Adam was liable to 
sin and undo himself too i And why would he run any venture 
a second time ; especially, since the happiness, not only of 
Adam, but of all his race, a whole world of beings, now lay at 
stake ? If he thinks that if but one man should gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul, his loss would be infinitely great, 
what must the everlasting welfare of a whole race be worth in 
his account ? And would infinite wisdom and infinite goodness 
venture and hazard all this, needlessly ? Yea, would such a Be- 
ing have done so, had there not been reasons of infinite "weight 
to move him to it — something of greater importance than the 
eternal welfare of all mankind \ No doubt there was something, 
and something of very great importance, that influenced the 
infinitely wise and good Ciovernor of the world to such a con- 
duct — something so very great, as to render his conduct, in 
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that alEur, perfectly holy and wise....perfcctly beautiful, excel- 
lent, and glorious. It does not look like a mere arbitrary' con- 
sdtution* It was duubdess ordered so, because God saw it 
was perfecdy fit, and right, and best. But why was ii fit, and 
right, and best i Whatever the reason was, doubdess, for the 
same reason, it was fit, and right, and best, that the second A^am 
should perform the same condition....fuIfil all righteousness, to 
the end that, by his obedience, we might be made righteous, 
and so be entided to life in this way. 

It is certain |hat eternal life and blessedness were not to have 
been given absoiuteli/^ i. e. without any condition at all, under 
the first covenant. Eternal life was not to have been granted 
merely under the notion of a gift^ {roim sovereign benefactor: 
but also under the notion of a reward^ from the hands of the 
moral Governor of the world. Perfect obedience was the con- 
dition: Do and Ux>e...JRom.T. 5: Disobey and £e....GA. i\u 
10. ' This was established by the law of the God of Heaven. 

Now, the supreme Governor of the world did this for 
some end, or for no end:— 4[iotfor no end; for that would 
reflect upon his wisdom. Was it for his own good, or his crea- 
tures' good?— Not for his own good; for he is self-sufficient 
and independent :— not for his creatures' good ; for it had been 
better for them, their interest simply considered, to have had 
eternal life and Uessednoss given absolutely and unconditional- 
ly : for then they would have been at no uhcertainties....not Tn 
able to fall into sin or misery, but secure and safe forever. It 
remains, therefore, that, as moral Governor of the world, he 
had an eye to the moral fitness of things, and so ordained, be- 
cause, in itself, in its own nature, it was fit and right. 

But why. was it fit and right ? i. e. What grounds and reasons 
were there, in the nature of the case, why the great Governor 
of the world should suspend the everlasdng welfare of his crea^ 
cure, man, upon condition of his being in most perfect suiijec- 
tion to himself ? i. e. Why should he so much stand upon his 
own honor, as to insist upon this homage, at the hazard of his 
creatures' everlasting welfare ? i. e. Why did he look upon his 



52d TRUE RELIGION DELINEATED, AMB 

own honor as a matter of so great importance ?•— I amwer, diat, 
from the rectitude of the divine nature, he is perfectly impar- 
tial in all his conduct. It was not, therefore, from any thing 
like pride, or a selfish spirit, that he stood thus upon his 
honor ; the homage of a worm of the dust could do him no 
good :-»nor for want of goodness, that he set so light by his crea- 
tures' happiness ; but it was fit he should do as he did — die 
rectitude of his nature, as it were, obliged him to it: For it 
becomes the Governor of the world, and it belongs to bis office 
as such,, to see to it, that every one has his prgper due ; and 
therefore it concerns him, first and above all things, to assert 
and maintain the rights of the God-head : and this honor was 
due to God. 

He was, by nature, God, and Adam was, by nature, man , 
he was the Creator, and Adam was his creature ; he was mo- 
ral Governor of the world, and Adam was his subject ; he was, 
by right. Law-giver, and Adam was a free agent, capable o^ 
and bound unto perfect obedience ; he was Judge', to whom it 
belonged to distribute rewards and punishments, and Adam 
was an accountable creature. Now he only considered him- 
self as being what he was, and his creature, man, as being what 
he was ; and he was affected and acted accordingly. He con- 
sidered what honor was due to him from man— what obliga- 
tions man was under to give him his due— that he was capable 
of doing it voluntaiily — ^that it was fit he should-— that it be- 
came the Governor of the world to insist upon it — that if he 
did not do it with all his heart, he could not be considered as 
a subject fit for the divine favor, but fit only for divine wimth. 
He thus viewed things as they were, and acted accordingly : 
What he did, therefore, was perfecdy right and fit. To have 
had no regard to his honor, but only to have consulted his crea- 
tures' welfare, would have been a conduct like theirs in Rom. 
i. 21, 25... .T/iey glorified him not as God : — They worshipped 
and served the croaiure^ more than the Creator.^ 

• How God*8 putting Adam into a state of trial was consistent with hi» 
uming merely at kis happiness as his last end^ I caBBot understand ; Sore 
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Now, 8itu:e the second Adam becomes surety, and stands res- 
ponsible to the Governor of the world, it was fit he should not 
only suifer the penalty of the broken law, but obey its precepts 
too» in order to open a door for us not only to be pardoned, but 
also received to favor,and entided to eternal life. I'here wat 
the same reason the second Adam should do it, as that thejirit 
8hould....The honor of God did as much require it : It was as 
needful in order to our being considered as subjects fit for the 
divine favor and eternal life : It became the Governor of the 
world as mucl\ to stand for his honor with one as with the oth« 
er ; and he had as good reason to suspend the c^rerlasting wel- 
fare of mankind upon this condition now, as ever : and to have 
shown no concern for the divine honor, althoi^gh God had been 
openly affronted and despised by man's apostacy, but only to 
have regarded and consulted the welfare of the rebel under 
righteous condemnation, had been a conduct evidendy unbe- 
coming the great Governor of the world. 

But again, we may view the case in another point of light :— * 
According to the first covenant, eternal life and Uessedness 
were not to have been granted merely under the notion of ^grft^ 
firom a sovereign Benefactor; but also under the notion of a ro 
Ttwrrflrom God, as moral Governor of the world — and perft:ct 
obedience was the condition. Do and live : — And while eter- 
nal life and blessednesss were thus promised, hyw^yoi reward 

I am, it must have been better, unspeakably better, for Adam, his interest 
only considered, to have been immediately eonfimied in a state of perfect 
holiness and happiness, without running such an awful venture of eternal 
ruin and destruction : Nor is there any man on earth that would choose, 
merely out of regard to his own welfare, to be put into a state of trial, 
rather than into a state of confirmed holiness and happiness, such as th« 
taints in heaven are now in : and, therefore, I cannot but think that God 
liad a greater regard to something else, than to Adam's happiness. In 
this instance, it seems plain,^rw» yjict, that God docs not make his crea- 
tures' happiness his last end. It is in vain to plead, " that Adam could 
*' not be a moral agent, unless he was ^/ref agent^nor a^fe <7^«if without 
•• being liable to sin ;" for the saints in heaven arc moral agtuts,'3indjreg 
mgenu too, and yet are not /I'd^/e to sin : And if God's putting his creatures 
into a state of trial is not consistent with his aiming merely at their ha^ 
piness as his last end, then the whole tenor of God's moral government is 
not consistent therewith ; for, from nrst to last, it ha.s been his way tQ 
pvt his creatures into a state of triail ; even all his creatures who were ca^ 
paUe of moral goveraiment. 
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to virtue^ God's infinite love thereto was hereby testified, and 
the temper of his heart acted out and displayed. But God in- 
finitely loves to act like himself :— -On this consideration, ther»- 
fere, it was necessary that the second Adam should fulfiL aM 
righteousness, in the room of a guilQ% unholy world, to the end 
that the Governor of the world might bestow grace, and glory, 
and all good things upon sinners, as a reward to Christ's virtue^ 
and so hereby tesdfy his infinite love to virtue : Andeostitiad 
like himself. It was God's sovereign pleasure to exercise his 
infinite goodness towards a ruined race, and his holy nature 
prompted him to choose thb way ; for he always takes infinite 
delight in showing regard and respect to virtuey in his moral 
government of the world. He translated Enoch and £lijah.... 
saved Noah from the general deluge..«.delivered Lot out of 
Sodom...«promistd Abraham a posterity' numerous as the stars 
of heaven, andPhineas an everlasting priesthood....and a thous- 
and things more has he done-— and all to bear a pvbUc testinuh 
ny of his love to virtue ; — this is the thing which the King de* 
bghts to honor. The \tTy ground of his love to himself, is the 
virtue or holiness of his nature : — In this, his divine beauity and 
j^ory primarily consists... .i^o/aA vi. 3. He loves, therefore, 
to put honor upon the image of himself ; and, in doing so, he 
still reflects honor upon himself, the original fountain of moral 
excellence : and, therefore, according to i\\t first covenant^ and 
according to the second^ it was equally fit that eternal life and 
blessedness should be given as a reward to virtue^ in testimony 
of his regard tliereto. 

Thus, from the perfections of God, and the reason and na- 
ture of things, the necessity of Christ's obeying the pfecepdve 
part of the law, as well as suffering the penalty, in order to our 
being not only pardoned, but received to the everlasting favor 
of God, and entitled to eternal life, seems evident. 

But, from scripture^ the point may more easily be confirmed : 
For therein we are taught tliat he was appointed, by the Gov- 
ernor of the world, not only to nuikr reconciliation for iniquity ^ 
but also to bring in everlu^tirig r/ghteoiu?icss....Dan. ix. 24— 
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And are assured that he is become the end of the knv for righU 
eouaness to them that belicve.„Rom. x. 4*-And that, by his obe* 
diefice^ many are made righteous. ..JXom. v. Id. But this work 
would not have been put upon him, had it been needless ; u e* 
if God^a honor and our salvation could both have been secured 
without it ; for then it had been in vain :— -which to suppose, re- 
flects much upon the divine wisdom, and quite undermines and 
nullifies the love, and grace, and kindness of God herein to us ; 
for we had been as well without it. With much evidence, there- 
fore, may we conclude that it was necessary that the second AA^^ 
am, Christ our surety, should obey as well as suffer in our roora^ 
in order to open a door for our justification and eternal life : 
Andy accordingly, we may observe that the favors shown to a 
sinful, guilty world, on Christ's account, are, in scripture, prom* 
ised under the notion of a reward to Christ's virtue ; for, upon 
making liis soul an offering for sin, which was the highest act of 
virtue, it was promised that he shotUd see his seed....prolong hh 
days....have the pleasure of the Lord prospering in his bands^^ 
and that he should see the travail of his soul, znd justify many..^ 
Isaiah liii. 10, 11, 12. 

Therefore, in order to a genuine compliance with the gos- 
pel by faidi in Jesus Christ, we must see how far we are from 
righteousness — that all our seeming righteousness is as filthy 
rags — that we have nothing to recommend us to God — that 
there is nothing in us rendering us^t to be beloved by him, or 
meet to receive any favor at his hands, but every thing to die 
contrary, to the end we may see our need of Christ....of Christ, 
to be made of God unto us, righteousness, (I. Con i. 30) and 
our necessity of being found in him, luwing on his rights 
eousness, (Phil. iii. 9) : for diis is the design of the gospel, 
to bring us to look to be accepted with God only in his beloved^ 
(Eph i. 6—1. Peter ii. 5) ; and to be justifcd freely by his 
grace, through the redemption that is in Jesus Christ, (Rom. 
iii. 24) without the deeds ofthelazu, (vcr. 28); ourselves be- 
ing considered as being, in ourselves, ungodly... .(Chap. iv. 



326 TAU£ RELIGION DKLINfiATED, AMD 

And under a sense 1k>w far we are from righteousne&5..^that 
we have, after all the attainmctite of this life, no righteousness 
fit to be mentioned before God....nothing fit to recommend us 
to his favor, but are still, in ourselves, infinitely unworthy of his 
love, or the least favor iW)m him ; — I say, under a deep, effec- 
tual sense of this, we must live all our days, to the end that we 
may never venture to come before God, as the Pharisee did, 
emboldened by our own goodness, but alwayis as the chief of 
sinners, desiring to be found only in Christy not haoing on our 
vwn righteousness y but the righteousness which is of God by faith ; 
and so hereby be influenced to iive the life we live in the fleshy 
by faith on the Son ofGod^ as St. Paul always did, and as the gos- 
pel would have all odiers do....I. Tim. i. 15 — Phil. iii. d—^dl 
ii. 20, and iii. 11. 

To conclude — Thus, we see the grounds of the necessi^ 
there was for a mediator and redeemer, to make satisfaction for 
sin, and bring in everlasting righteousness ; and so open an 
honorable way for mercy to come out after a rebellious, guihy 
world— and a ww in which sinners may, with safety^ retura 
to God. 

SECTION IV. 

CONCERNING THE SUFFICIENCY OF CHRIST, AND OF HIS SAT- 
ISFACTION AND MERITS. 

I proceed now to consider, 

2. What has been done to make satisfaction for sin^ and to an* 
srwer the demands of the preceptive part of the laiu ; andwhere- 
in the sufpciencij of the same consists. And, 

In the first place, what has been done has been already hint- 
ed ; and it may be summed up in a few words : It compre- 
hends all that Christ has done and suffered^ in his life and at his 
death : For us he was bom — for us he lived — for us he died : 
He did all on our orrow/ir, being thereunto appointed by his Fa- 
tlier. But because his obedience and sufferings were most emi- 
nent and remarkable, when, according to the command he had 
received of his Father, he laid down his life for us, and offeitd 
himself a sacriiicc for our sins ; and because, with a vicjrtti 
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this, he became fesh^ and dwelt among its, therefore the scrip- 
tures do more frequently attribute our redemption to what was 
done then. Hence, we are said to be redeemed by hisblood*.,., 
I. Peter i. 18, 19— ^To be justified by his blood.*.J^om. v. 9 : 
And all spiritual blessings are frequendy represented as the 
fruits and effects of his death.».,GzL iii. 13, 14. The sacrifices 
of the Old Testament pointed out this as the great atonement : 
And to this the penmen of the New Testament seem, in a spe- 
cial manner, to have their eyes, as the great propitiation for sin. 
IThus the first Adam was to have yielded a perfect obedience 
to the divine law in every thing ; but that special prohibition, 
touching the tree of knowledge of good and evil, was in a pe- 
cuiiar manner to try him, that it might be seen whether he would 
be in subjection to God in every thing : So, in the garden and 
upon the cross, our Savior's spirit of obedience was tried and 
discovered, and his obedience was perfected and his sufferings 
completed ; and so here, in a more eminent manner, the law 
was honored, and justice satisfied — ^and so the door of mercy 
opened for a sinful, guilty world. But, 

Secondly. As to the sufficiency of what has been done to 
answer the ends proposed, let these things be considered : 

(!•) That the person undertaking, as mediator and redeem- 
er, was of sufficient dignity and worth. 

(2.) That he was sufficiently audiorized to act in such a 
capacity. 

(3.) That what he has done is perfectly suited, in its own 
nature, to answer all the ends proposed. 

(1.) Jesus Christy the mediator between God and man^ as to 
his person^ was fit for the mediatorial office and work. He 
was of sufficient dignity and worth — ^being, by nature^ God.^ 
equal with the Father. ...the brightness of his glory. ...the express 
image of his person....Y\i^. ii. — Heb. i. He was God^ (John i. 
1,) as well as man^ (ver. 14) — And therefore his blood was con- 
sidered and valued as being the blood ofGod^ (Acts xx. 28)-* 
And hence it is called j&r«r/0M* bloody (I. Peter i. 18, 19.) As 
to his person, he was equal with God the Father in point of 

T T ' 
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worth and dignit}' : and it was as much for him to obey and 
die in the room of a guilty world, as it would have been for Go^f 
the Father himself. In point of dignity and worth, there was 
none superior to him : He was upon a level with GodtheFath* 
er : He was his equal and fellow. Zech. xiii. 7..*.Arvake^ 
swordy against the man that is my fellow : He was as glori* 
ous....as honorable....as lovely : He was, therefore, (it for the 
o[Hce....able to answer all the ends of God, the Governor of the* 
world — of his holiness and justice, law and government, and 
perfectly to secure the divine honor, viewed in every point of 
light. The infinite dignity of his nature, as God, made him ca* 
pable of an obedience of infinite moral excellence, and capable 
of making a full satisfaction for the infinite evil of sin : He could 
magnify the law, and make it honorable in a more illustrious 
manner than all the angels in heaven and men on earth put to- 
gether ; by how much he was more excellent than they all. If 
the Son of God obey and die, it is enough : God and his law 
are forever secure. Thus, his being, by nature, GoD, render* 
ed him of sufficient dignity for the ofBce and work of a media* 
tor....^e'^. ix. 14. 

And thh it was, also, which made him capable of underta- 
king : As he was God^ he was under no obligations, on his own 
account, to obey ii law made for a creature — and he had an ab- 
solute right to himself. Every person, that is a mers creature, 
is under natural obligations to perfect obedience on his own ac- 
count — nor is he his own to dispose of : But the Son of God 
was above a mere creature ; — he was a divine person, and, pre- 
vious to his undertaking, was under no obligation to obedience; 
— he had an original right to himself, and was not, by nature, 
under the law ; he was, therefore, at his own disposal, and at 
full liberty to undertake in our room : He had power to assume 
human nature, and be made under the law for us, and obey for 
us, and sufR r for us ; for he might do what he would with his 
o\vn.,..yG/in X. 17, 18. The sufTiciency of Christ being thus 
originally founclcil in his divinity — hence, this is the first thing 
the apostle to the llel)rev\s insists upon, in order to explain, 
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dear up, and confirm the safety of the way of salvation throiij^h 
his blood..,«^f^. i. To clear up and conHnn the safety of tlie 
way of salvation, through the blood of Christ, is evidently the 
scope and design of that epistle, as is manifest from the ttrn first 
Chapters f — ^particularly sec Chapter x. ver. 19 — 22. And in 
order to show the safet)' of this way, he insists upon the excel- 
lency of his person, and the nature of his office.. ..his being call- 
ed, appointed, and authorized, and his actually going through 
the work of our redemption — ^which, together with some occa- 
sional exhortations, digressions, &c. is the substance of his dis- 
course, from Chap. i. ven 1, to Chap. x. ver. 23. 

•Thus, as God, he was of infinite dignity and worth — as God, 
he was at liberty to undertake. He had an estate (if I may 
80 speak) of his own, and could pay the debt of another with 
what was his own, and purchase for us an inheritance : And I 
Ihay add, that, as he was the Son ofGod^ the second person in 
the trinity, there was a^suitableness that he, rather than either 
of the other persons, should be appointed to this work. The 
Father sustains the character of supreme Lord and Governor.... 
asserts the rights of the God-hcad....maintains the honor of his 
iaew and government : The Son becomes mediator between 
God and man, to open a door for God to show mercy to man 
consistendy with his honor, and for man to return to God with 
eafety : The Holy Spirit is the sanctifier, to work in sinners to 
will and to do, and recover and bring them to repent and return 
to God, through Jesus Christ : Thus the gospel teaches us to 
believe....£^A. ii. 18. 

He abo was made Jlesh^and dwelt among us^ and, for our sakes, 
was made under the law, to the end that, in our nature, he might 
Julfilall righteousness^ and bear the curse : As he was one with 
the Father^ he was fit to be betrusted with his Father*^ honor : 
As he was Immanuel^ God with us, he was fit to be betrusted 
with our salvation : As he was Gcd-man^ he was fit to be a mc^ 
diator between God and man. His humanity rendered him ca- 
pable to appear in the form of a servant^ and to become obtdivni 
tmto death : and his </;;;/;i/7y rendered his obedience und bulFtr- 
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iDgs sufficient to answer the ends designed. This is he of whom 
the text speaks, God so loved the worlds that hegaoe hisonbfbt^ 
gotten Son : He gave him....he appointed him to the work.... 
he put him into the office.. «he anointed him, and then he hid on 
him the iniquities of us att^ and set hum forth to be aprojdtiaAon : 
Which brings me to consider, 

(2.) That he was sufficiently authorized to be a mediator be* 
ttveen God and mai2....to take the place of sinners, and to obej 
and die in the room of a guilty world. God, the supreme Gov- 
ernor of the world, had sufficient power and authority to ap> 
point the first Adam to be a representative for his posterity, to 
act in their room ; and, by the same authority, he has appoint- 
ed his Son, the second Adam, to be a second public head..... 
Rom, V. 12 — 19. By divine constitution, iht^rst Adam was 
made a public person ; and, by divine constitution, the second 
Adam is made such too : both receive all their authoriQr toaa 
in that capacity from the constitution of God. The caUing, ap- 
pointment, and authority of Christ, to take upon him this of- 
fice and work of a mediator and high priest, is particularly treat- 
ed of in the ffth Chapter to the Hebrews : He w^scalledofGod^ 
as was Aaron^ (ver. 4) : He took not this high office upon turn- 
self, but was invested with it by his Father, (ver. 5) : He was 
called of God an high priest^ after the order ofAklchisedec^ (ver. 
10) : His Father proposed the office and the work, and he wil- 
lingly undertook. Loj I come to do thy will^ G^....Heb. z. 7. 

God so loved the worlds that he gave his only begotten Son 

John ill. 16 : And hence Christ says. He did not come ofhim^ 
self but was sent of his Father....John vii. 28, 29 : And that he 
did not come to do his ownwillj but the will of him that sent him..,. 
John vi. 38. And his Father acknowledges him as such by a 
voice from heaven : Mat. xvii. 5....This is my beloved Sony in 
whom lam xvell pleased ; hear ye him. 

Without such a divine constitution, the death of Christ could 
have been of no benefit to mankind : As, if an innocent man 
should offer to die in the room of a condenmed criminal, and 
should actually lay down his life, yet it could be of no benefit to 
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the poor criminal, unless the civil government had authorized 
him so to do, i. e. unless, by some act, they had declared that 
his life should be accepted, in the eye of the law, instead of the 
criminal's. The application is easy : Thus Christ was called 
and put into his mediatorial office, and authorized to the work 
by God, the supreme Governor of the world : And hence, in 
allusion to t;he Jewish cufttom of anointing men, when advanced 
to some high office and important trust — (so Aaron was anoint^ 
ed priest, and David was anointed king,) — ^in allusion, I say, 
to this, he is called Christ, which is, by interpretation, the 
ANOINTED : Thus, as to his personal dignity, he was sufficient 
to undertake — and thus was he authorized to do so. And, 

(3.) IVhat he has done is perfectly suitedj in its own nature^ t9 
4mswer all the ends proposed : That is, to secure the honor of 
God....the honor of his holiness, justice, and truth.. ..his law, 
government, and sacred authority — and so open a door for the 
free and honorable exercise of his mercy and grace towards a 
sinful, guilty world, and away in which sinners might return to 
God with divine acceptance. God, the supreme Governor of 
the world, knew upon what grounds there was need of a mcdi- 
ator....what ends he had to answer, and how they might be an- 
swered in the best manner. According to the counsel of his 
own will, in his infinite wisdom, he laid the very plan which is 
now revealed to us in the gospel : He appointed one to be a me- 
diator whom he judged fit....put him into the office, and ap- 
pointed him his work ; — all this work Jesus Christ has done : 

He has finished tlie work which the Father gave him to do 

John xvii. 4, andxix. 30 — And so has betn faithful to him that 
appointed A/m....Heb. iii. 2 : So that herefrom we might be as- 
sured, that what he has done is roost pcrfecdy suited, in its own 
nature, to answer all the ends proposed, although it were quite 
beyond us to understand how : But, by the help of the word and 
spirit of God, we may be able to enter a littie way into this won- 
derful and glorious mystery-. 

It was fit the Jirst Adam, as the representative and public 
head of mankind, should, as a condition of the everlasting love 
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ikid favor of God, have continued in a most volUng and perfect 
subjection to God, the Governor of the world, valuing his hon- 
or and glory above all things ; — this was God's due : This would 
have satisfied God^s holiness ; for holiness is satisfied when the 
thing which is right and fit is done :-^oliness wants no mort» 
but is then content and well-pleased ; and, upon this coodioon, 
mankind might have been considered as subjects fit for the di- 
vine favor, and might have received the promised reward, to 
the honor of the divine holiness and goodness. Now Jesus 
Christ, die Son of God» has, by his Father's appointment and 
approbation, assumed our nature....taken Adam^s place....doiie 
that which was Adam's duty in our room and stead, as another 
public head....obeyed the law God gave his creature-*a law 
which he was not under, but in consequence of his undertaking 
to stand in our room and stead« The creature fails of paying 
that honor to the Governor of the world which is his due from 
the creature : A God lays aside his gloiy...appears in the form 
of a sen'ant, and becomes obedient ; and so, in the creature's 
stead and behalf, pays that honor to the Governor of the vrorld 
which was the creature's duty : and thus the Governor of the 
world is considered, respected, treated, and honored, as being 
what he is, by man — i. e. by their representative Christ Jesus, 
God-mun-mediator. And now, hereby, God's right to the obe- 
dience of his creatures, and their un worthiness of his favor up- 
on any other condition, are publicly owned and acknowledged: 
the debt is owned, and the debt is paid by the Son of God— and 
so holiness is satisfied ; for holiness is satisfied, when the thing 
that is right and fit is done : And now, this door being opened, 
mankind may, through Christ, be considered as subjecu to 
whom God may show favor consistently with his honor : yea, 
the div iiie holiness may be honored by granting all fa\*ors as a 
reward to Christ's virtue and obedience. 

Again, it was fit, if any intelligent creature should, at any 
time, swerve at all from the perfect will of God, that he should 
forever lose his favor, and fall under his everlasting displeasure, 
lor a thing so infinitely wrong : And, in such a case, it was tit 
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the Governor of the world should be infinitely displeased, and 
publicly testify his infinite displeasure, by a punishment ade» 
quate thereto, inflicted on the sinning creature. This would 
satisfy justice ; for justice is satisfied, when the thing which is 
wrong is punished according to its desert* Hence, it was fit, 
when, by a constitution holy, just, and good, Adam was made 
a public head, to represent his race, and act not only for him- 
self, but for all his posterity ; — ^it was fit, I say, that he and all 
his race, for his first transgression, should lose the favor, and 
&U under the everlasting displeasure, of the Almighty. It 
was fit that God should be infinitely displeased at so abomina*. 
Ue a thing-— and that, as Governor of the world, he should 
puUicly bear testimony against it, as an infinite evil, by inflict* 
ing the infinite punishment the law threatened, i. e. by damning 
the whole world. This would have satisfied justice : for jus* 
tice is satisfied when justice takes place— when the guilty are 
treated with that severity they ought to be— when sin is pun* 
ished as being what it is. Now, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
has, by his Father's appointment and approbation, assumed 
our nature....taken the place of a guilty world — and had not on* 
ly Adam's first transgression, but the iniquities of us all laid 
upon him — and, in our room and stead, has suffered the wrath 
of God, the curse of the law, offering up himself a sacrifice to 
God for the sins of men : And hereby the infinite evil of sin, 
and the righteousness of the law, are publicly owned and ac* 
knowledged, and the deserved punishment voluntarily submit- 
ted unto by man, i. e. by their representative : And thus justice 
b satisfied ; for justice is satisfied when justice takes place : 
And sin is now treated as being what it is, as much as if God 
had damned the whole world ; and God, as Governor, appears 
as severe against it. And thus the righteousness of God is 
declared and manifested, by Christ's being set forth to be a pro- 
pitiation for sin ; and he may now be just, and yet justify him 
that believes in Jesus. 

By ail this the law is magnijied and made honorable. On the 
one hand, Were any in all God's dominions tempted to think 
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that the great Governor of tlic world had dealt too acvcrely 
with man, in suspendiog his everlasting welfare upon the con- 
dition of perfect obedience ? God pracdcally answers, andsaj'S) 
^ I did as well by mankind as I should desire to havebeen done 
** by myself, had I been in their c&tse, and they in mine ; for 
^ when my Son, who is sa myself, came to stand in dieir stead, 
•* I required the same condition of him :^ And what the Fa- 
ther flays, the Son confirms : he practically owns the law to be 
holy » just, and good, and the debt to be due, and pays it most 
willingly to the last mite, without any objection ; — ^which was 
as if he had said, ^ There was all the reason in the world that 
^ the everlasting welfare of mankind should be mispended on 
^ that condition ; nor could I have desired it to have been otb- 
•* erwise, had I myself been in their case.**— On the other hand. 
Were any tempted to think that God had*been too severe in 
threatening everlasting damnation for sin i Here diis point is al« 
so cleared up. God the Father practically says that he did as 
he would have been done by, had he been in their case, and they 
in his ; for when his Son, his second self, comes to stand in 
their place, he abates nothing, but appears as great an enemy 
to sin, in his conduct, as if he had damned the whole world : 
His Son also owns the sentence just : he takes the cup and 
drinks it off : Considering the infinite dignity of his person, his 
sufferings were equi\'alent to the eternal damnation of such 
worms as we. 

Thus the law is magnified and made honorable ; and, at the 
same time, the honor of God's government and sacred author- 
ity is secured : and, I may add, so is also the honor of his truth ; 
for he has been true to his threatening. In the day thou eatest 
thereof y thou shalt surely die : for on that very day the second Ad* 
atn virtually laid down his life in the room and stead of a guilty 
world. He is the iamb slaiufrom the foundation of the tvorld: 
So that now there is no room left, for those who will view things 
hnpartially,tohave undue thoughtsoftheGovemorof the world ; 
nor any thing done to expose his government to reproach, or 
his authority to contempt : The honor of the divine govern* 
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ment and authority appears as sacred and tremendous as if he 
had damned the whole world ; and although sinners will take 
occasion to sin, and be encouraged in their ways, because grace 
abounds, yet the Governor of the world has not given the oc- 
casion. In his conduct, the whole of it considered, he ap- 
pears as severe against sin as if he had damned the whole world, 
without any mixture of the least mercy. The infinite dignity 
of his Son causes those sufferings he bore in our room to be 
as bright a ^splay of the divine holiness and justice, as if all 
the human race had, for their sin, been cast into the lake of 
fire and brimstone, and the smoke of their torments ascended 
forever and ever. 

Moreover, by all this, a way is opened for the free and 
honorable exercise of mercy and grace towards a sinful, guilty 
world. It may be done consistently with the honor of God— 
of his holiness and jusdce....his law and government....hi9 
truth and sacred authority : for the honor of all these is effec- 
tually secured : It may be done to the honor of divine grace : 
for now it appears that God did not pity the world under a 
notion that they had been by him severely and hardly dealt 
with, nor under a notion that it would have been too severe to 
have proceeded against them according to law. The law is 
not made void, but established. No reflections are cast upon 
the divine government: And grace appears to be free....taking 
its rise, not from any thing in us, but merely from self-moving 
goodness, and sovereign mercy. This way of salvation is suit- 
ed to set off the grace of God to advantage, and make it appear 
to be what it is. 

Having thus finished the work assigned him, he arose from 
the dead.. ..he ascended on high.. ..he entered into the holy of 
holies, into heaven itself, to appear in the presence of God 
for us, as our great high priest.... ZT^A. ix : And here, as God- 
man-mediator, he is exalted to thehighesthonor....ha8aname 
above every name....sits on the right hand of the Majesty on 
high, having all power in heaven and earth conmiitted unto 

him, and ever lives to make intercession, and is able to save, 

TT If 
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to the Uttermost, all that come to God through him. Such is 
the virtue of his righteousness and blood, and such is his hpnor 
and interest in the court of heaven, and such b his fsuthfulness 
to all that believe in him, that now it is perfectly safe to return 
to God through him, and venture our everlasting all upon his 
worth and merits, mediation and intercession. Heb. iv. 16..., 
Let us^ therefore, come boldly unto tJie throne of grace. 

.Thus we see what necessity there was of satisfaction lor sin, 
and that the demands of the law should be answered : And 
thus we see what has been done for these purposes, and its suf- 
ficiency to answer all the ends proposed. The Mediator was 
of sufficient dignity^ as to liis person....he had sufiScient author- 
ity, as to his office, and he has fiiithfully done his work* And 
now the honor of God's holiness and justice, law and govern- 
ment, and sacred authority, is secured ; and a way is opened 
in which he may honorably put his designs of mercy into exe- 
cution, and sinners safely return unto him. And now, before 
I proceed to consider more particularly what way is opened, 
and what methods God has entered upon for the recovery of 
sinful, guilty creatures to himself, I shall make a few remarh 
upon what has been said. 

Rem. !• As the lazv is a transcript of the divine nature^ so 
also is the gospel. The law is holy, just, and good ; and is, as 
it were, the image of the holiness, justice, and goodness of 
God ; and so also is the gospel : The law insists upon God's 
honor from the creature, and ordains that his everlasting wel- 
fare shall be suspended upon that condition ; and the gospel 
says amen to it : The law insists upon it that it is an infinite 
evil for the creature to swerve in the least from the most per- 
feet will of God, and that it deserves an infinite punishment ; 
and the gospel says amen to it : The law discovered also the 
infinite goodness of God, in its being suited to make the obe- 
dient creature perfectly happy ; but the gospel still more abun- 
dantly displays the infinite goodness and wonderful free grace 
of God : The law was holy, just, and good, and the image of 
God's holiness, justice, and goodness j but the gospel is more 
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eminently so : — In it the holiness, justice, and goodness of God 
are psunted more to the life, in a manner truly surprising, and 
beyond our comprehension — ^yea, to the amazement of angels, 
who desire to look and pry into this wonderful contrivance,... 

I. Pet. i. 12. 

Here, in this glass, the glory of the Lord is to be beheld.. •• ' 

II. Cor* iii, 18. The glory of God is to be seen in the face of 
Christ....lL Cor. iv. 6. What has been done by him in this 
affair, discovers the glorious moral beauty of the divine nature. 
Much of God is to be seen in the moral law.. ..it is his image : 
but more of God is to be seen in the gospel ; for herein his im* 
age is exhibited more to the life — more clearly and conspicu- 
ously. 

The moral excellence of the moral law sufficiently evidences 
that it is from God ; it is so much like God, that it is evident 
that it is from God : So the moral excellence of the gospel suf- 
ficiently evidences that it is from God : it is so much like him, 
that it is evident that it is from him : It is his very image-— 
therefore it is his offspring : it is a copy of his moral perfec- 
tions, and they are the original : It is so much like God, that 
it is perfectly to his mind ; — he is pleased with it.... he delights 
to save sinners in this way ; and if ever this gospel becomes 
the power of God to our salvation, it will make us like unto 
God — it will transform us into his image, and we shall be plea- 
sed with this way of salvation, and delight to be saved in such 
a way ; a wl«^ wherein God is honored....the sinner humbled.... 
the law established....sindiscountenanced....boasting excluded, 
and grace glorified. 

If any man has a taste for moral excellence....a heart to ac- 
count God glorious for being what he is, he cannot but sec 
the moral excellence of the law, and love it, and conform 
to it ; because it is the image of God : and so he cannot but 
see the moral excellence of the gospel, and believe it, and 
love it, and comply with it; for it is also the image of God. 
He that can see the moral beauty of the origmal, cannot but sec 
the moral beauty of the image drawn to the life : He, there- 
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fore, that despises the gospel, and is ah enemy to the lav, 
even he is at enmity agsunst God himself....A0m. viii. 7. Ig- 
norance of the glory of God, and enmity agsunst him, makes 
men ignorant of the glory of the law and of the gospel, and en- 
emies to both. Did men know and love him that begat^ they 
would love that which is begotten ofhim».».I. John v. 1. He 
that is of ^odj fieareth GocTs words ; ye, therefore j hear them 
siGty because ye are not ofGod,^,.Johu viii. 47. 

And therefore a genuine compliance with the gospel sup- 
poses that he who commanded the light to shine out of darkness^ 
shines in the hearty to give the light of the knowledge of the gh- 
ry of God in the face of Jesus Christ....!!. Con iv. 6 : And a 
sight and sense of the moral excellence of the gospel-way of 
salvation assures the heart of its divinity ; and hereby a super- 
natural and divine assent to the truth of the gospel is begotten 
in die heart. And a sense of the infinite dignity of the Medi- 
ator, and that he was sent of God, and that he has finished the 
work which wa9 given him to do, and so opened and conse- 
crated a new and living way of access to God. • ..together with 
a sense of the full and free invitation to sinners to return to 
God in this way, given in the gospel, and the free grace of God 
therein discovered, and his readiness to be reconciled ; — a spir- 
itual sight and sense of these things, I say, emboldens the heart 
of a humbled sinner to trust in Christ, and to return to God 
through him. Hence the apostle to the Hebrews, having gone 
through this subject in a doctrinal way, in the coir usion makes 
this practical inference : — Havings therefore^ brethren, boldness 
to enter into the holiest by the bloodofyesus...,byanew andliv* 
ing way which he hath consecrated for t4s, through the vail^ tluit 
is to say^ his flesh ; and having a high priest over the house of 
Gody let us draw near with '^ true heart and full assurance of 
faith....Hth. X. 19 — 22. 

Rem. 2, From what has been said, we may obsen-e, that 
the necessity of satisfaction for sin, and of the preceptive part 
of the law being answered, takes its rise from the moral per- 
fections of die divine nature, and the moral fitness of things ; 
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and therefore a true idea of God, and a just sense of the moral 
fitness of things, will naturally lead us to see the necessity of 
satisfaction for sin, &c. and predispose us to understand and 
believe what is held forth by divine revelation to that purpose, 
Qn the other hand, where a true idea of the moral perfections 
of God, and the moral fitness of things, is not — but, on the 
contrary, very wrong notions of the divine Being, and of the 
true nature of things, there will naturally be an indisposition 
and an aversion to such principles ; nor will what the gospel 
teaches about them be readily understood or believed : And 
doubdess it was this which originally led some to deny the ne* 
cessity of satisfaction for sin, and others to go a step farther, 
to deny that Christ ever designed to make any. John viii. 47 
...•He that is ofGody heareth God^s words ; ycy therefore^ hear 
them noty because ye are not of God. 

Rem. 3. The death of Christ was not designed, at all, to 
takeaway the evil nature of sin, or its iil deserts ; for sin is un- 
alterably what it is, and cuinot be made a less evil : But the 
death of Christ was rather, on the contrary, to acknowledge and 
manifest the evil nature and ill desert of sin, to the end that 
pa^oning mercy might not make it seem to be a less evil than 
it really is : So that, although God may freely pardon all our 
•ins, and entide us to eternal life for Chris t^s sake, yet he does 
look upon us, considered merely as in ourselves, to be as much 
to Uame as ever, and to deserve hell as much as ever ; and 
therefore we are always to look upon ourselves so too : And 
hence we ought always to live under a sense of die freeness 
and riches of God's grace in pardoning our sins, and under a 
sense of our own vileness and ill desert, in ourselves, upon the 
account of them, although pardoned — That thou mayest re^ 
member and be confounded^ and never open thy mouth any more 
because of thy shame^ when lam pacified toxvard thee for alt 
that thou hast done^ saith the Lord God....Ezck. xvi. 63. But 
thbis not the way of hypocrites ; for being once confident 
that their sins are pardoned, their shame, sorrow, and abase- 
ment are soon at an end : and having no fear of hell, they have 
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but little sense of sin : and, from the doctrine of free gtteif» 
they are emboldened, as it were, to sin upon free cost But 
thus siuth the Lord, When I shall say to the righteou»j that hi 
shail surely live ; if he trust to his oion righteousness^ and con^ 
fnit iniquity^ ail his righteousness shall not be remembered / but 
for kutiniqmty that hehathcomfiiitted^ he shall die for i/...*£2ek. 
xxxiii. 13. 

Rk>u 4. Nor was the death of Christ designed to draw forth 
the pity of God towfu'ds a guilty world : for God could find 
it in his heart, of his mere goodness, without any motive from 
without, to give his only begotten Son to die for sinners : But 
this wits greater goodness than it would have been to hare sa* 
ved mankind by an act of sovereign grace, without^ any mediae 
tor i — it was a more expensive way : As^ for an earthly aove* 
reign to give his only son to die for a traitor, that the traitor 
might live, would be a greater net of goodness than to pardon 
the traitor, of mere sovereignt)> It was not, therefore, because 
the goodness of the divine nature needed any motive to draw 
it forth into exercise, that Jesus Christ obeyed, and died in our 
room ; but it was to answer the ends of moral government, 
and to secure the honor of the moral Governor ; and so open 
away for the honorable exercise of the divine goodtless, which, 
in its own nature, is infinite, free, and sclf»moving, and wants 
no motive from without to draw it forth into action : And the 
same, no doul:)t, may be said of Christ's intercession in heaven. 
Wc arc, therefore, in our approaches to God, not to look to 
Christ to persuade the Father to pity and pardon us, as though 
he was not willing to show mercy of his own accord ; but we 
are to look to Christ, and go to God through him, for all we 
want, under a sense that we are, in ourselves, too bad to be 
pitied without some suflTicient salvo to the divine honor, or X» 
have any mercy shown us : And, therefore, when we look to be 
j usti fied by free grace^ it must be only through the rede?nption that 
is in Jes\is Christ ; who has l)een set forth to be a propitiation 
for sin^to declare God\s rijhtr'ou^nes.s\ that he might be just, and the 
jmi'fficr of him that bdicveth in yt.*6'«y....Rom. iii. 24, 25, 26. 
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Rem. 5. Some of the peculiar principles of the ArUinomians 
seem to talce their rise from wrong notions of the nature of sat* 
isfaction for sin. They seem to have no right notions of the 
moral perfections of God, and of the natural obligations we are 
under to him, nor any right apprehensions of the nature and 
ends of moral government, nor any ideas of the grounds, nature, 
and ends of satisfacuon for sin ; (a right sense of which tilings 
tends powerfully to promote a holy fear and reverential awe of 
the dread Majesty of heaven and earth... .a sense of the infinite 
evil of sin....brokenness of heart.... tenderness of conscience..., 
a humble, holy« watchful, prayerful temper and life, as well as 
to prepare the way for faith in the blood of Christ.) But they 
seem to have no right apprehensions of these things : They 
seem to consider God merely under the notion of a creditor^ 
and us merely under the notion o{ debtors ; and to suppose, 
vhen Christ, upon the cross, said. It is Jimshed^ he then paid 
the whole debt of the elect, and saw the book crossed, whereby 
all their sins were actually blotted out and forgiven : and now, 
^ that remains b for the holy spirit immediately to reveal it 
to one and another that he is elected — that for him Christ 
died, and that his^ins are all pardoned ; which revelation he is 
firmly to believe, and never again to doubt of: and this they 
call faitfu From which it seems they understand nothing 
righdy about God or Chri8t...«the law or gospel : for nothing is 
inore evident than that God is, in scripture, considered as 
righteous Governor of the world, and we as criminals^ guilty be- 
fore him ; and the evident design of Christ's death was, to be 
m propitiation for sin^ to declare and manifest God's righteous- 
ness, that he might be just, and the justiiier of him that believcth 
in Je8US...22om. iii. 9 — ^26 : And the gospel knows nothing about 
a sinner's being justified in any other wsiythTin by faith, and by 
consequence, in order of nature, not till after faiths The gospel 
knows nothing about satisfaction foi* sin, in their sense ; but eve- 
ry where teaches that the elect y as well as others, are equally i/n- 
dcrcandemnationzndthc wrath of God...yex,^rechildrencf wrath 
vhile unbeUevers....yaAn iiu IB, 30— -jE/^A. ii. 3 — Acts iii. 19* 
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Again — ^while they consider God merely under the charac- 
ter of a creditor y and us merely as debtors^ and Christ as paying 
the whole debt of the elect....now, because Christ obeyed thfe 
law, as well as suffered its penalty, therefore they seem to think 
that Christ has done all their duty^ so that now they have no- 
thing to do but firmly to believe that Christ has done all: they 
have nothing to do with the Una — ^no, not so much as to be their 
rule to live by ; but are set at full liberty from all obligations to 
any rfw^y whatsoever ; — not understanding that Christ gave him^ 
self to redeem his people from all iniquity ^ and purify them to hhn- 
self a peculiar people ^ zealous of good works, (Tit. ii. 1 4,) — and not 
understanding that our natural obligations to perfect obedience 
are not capable of being dissolved, (JH^Iat. v. 17.) — and not un^ 
derstanding that our obligations to all holy living arc mightily 
increased by the grace of the gospel, {Rom. xii. !•) : Indeed, 
they seem to understand nothing rightly, but to view eveiy 
thing in ;;i ^vrong light ; and, instead of considering Christ as a 
friend to holiness — as one that loves righteousness and hates hu" 
quity^ (Heb, i. 9.) they make him a minister ofsin^ (GaL ii. ir.) 
and turn the grace of God into wantonness : All their notions 
tend to render their consciences insensible of the e^^l of sin — to 
cherish spiritual pride and carnal security, and to open a door 
to all ungodliness. 

SECriOK V. 

•nOWING A DOOR OF MERCY IS OPENED BY JESUS CHRIST rOR 

A GUILTY WORLD. 

I come now to another thing proposed, viz. 

III. To show more particularly what way to life has been 
spened^ by xvhat Christy our Mediator ^ lias done and suffered. 

In general, from what has been said, we may see that the 
mighty bar which lay in the way of mercy is removed by Je- 
sus Christ ; and now a door is opened, and a way provided, 
wherein the great Governor of the world may, consistently wiA 
die honor of his holiness and justice... his law and govemihent, 
and sacred authoritj', and to the glory of his grace, put in execu- 
tion all his designs of mercy towards a sinful, guilty, undone 
world. — But to be more particular, 
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- (1.) Awtty is QpenedjWheran the great Governor of the world 
may^ consistently with his honor j and to the glory ofhisgrace^ 
pardon^ and receivo to favor ^ and entitle to eternal life^ all and 
every one of the human race^ who shall cordially fall in with the 
gospel^sign..JfeUeve in Christy and return fiome to God through 
Aim. 

What Christ has done is, in fact, sufficient to open a door for 
God, through him, to become reconcileable to the whole world. 
The sufferings of Christ, all things considered, have as mi^ch 
displayed God's hatred of sin, and as much secured the honor 
of his law, as if the whole world had been damned— as none 
will deny, who believe the infinite dignity of his divine nature. 
God may now, therefore, through Jesus Christ, stand ready to 
pardon the whole world : — ^There is nothing in the way. And 
the obedience of Christ has brought as much honor to God, and 
to his law, as the perfect obedience of Adam, and of all his race, 
would have done ; the rights of the Godphead are as much 
asserted and maintained : So that there is nothing in the way, 
but that mankind may, through Christ, be received into full 
£Enror, and entitled to eternal life. God may stand ready to do 
h, consistenly with his honor. What Christ has done is every 
way sufficient. Mat. xxii. ^.^ All things are now ready. 

And God has expressly declared that it was the design of 
Christ's death, to open this door of mercy to all — ^John iii. 16 
m...God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son^ 
that whosoever believethin him should not perish^ but have ev* 
eriasting life — ^That whosoever ^ of all mankind^ whether Jew 
or Greek, bond or free, rich or poor, without any exception, 
though the chief of sinners, that believes^ should be saved ; For 
diis etui^ God gave his only begotten Son. He set him forth 
to be a propitiation for sin^ that he might be just, and the justi* 
fier of him (without any exception, let him be who he will,) that 
believeth in y^^f/f ....Rom. iii. 25, 26. 

Hence,the apostles received an universal commission. Mat. 

xx^i. 19....60, teach all hations. Mark xvi. 15, 16....Go 

ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every crea- 

W w 
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TVRE. Accordingly, the apostles proclaimed the news of par- 
don and peace to every onr— offered mercy to all without e»i 
ception, and invited all without distinction. He that believeUk 
shall be saoed^..Repent, and be eonvertedy thai your sins may b$ 
bhUedout, were declarations they made to all in geoend. To 
the Jewish nation thiey were sent to say, in the name of the 
King of heaven, I have prepared my dinner ; my oxen and my 
failings are killed^ and all things are ready : come unio the mar* 
riage....MviU xxii. 4. And as to the Gentile nadons, their or- 
ders ran thus :— G9 ye^ therefore^ into the high^ways^ and as 
manyasyefindjbidioihemarriagey(yer. 9.) To the Jewish 
nation God had been used to send his servants the prophets, in 
the days of old, saying. Turn ye^ turn ye / why will ye iDe?,-» 
- Ezek. xautiii. 11« Hdy every one thai ihirstethj come^*.Issu lv» 
1. Incline your ear, and come unio me: hear^ and your soul 
shall livej(yeu 3) : And now orders are given that the whdb 
world be invited to a reconciliation to God through Christ : 
Whosoever will^ lei him come....and he ihatcometh shaUin no win 
be cast out. Thus, Christ has opened a door ; and thus, the 
great Governor of the world may, consistendy with his honor, 
be reconciled to any that believe and repent : And thus he ac* 
tually stands ready. 

And now, all things being thus ready on God*s side, and the 
offers, invitations, and calls of the gospel being to eyery one, 
without exception ; hence, it is attributed to sinners themselves 
that they perish at last — even to their own voluntary conduct 
Te will not come to me^ that ye might have life....John v. 40 : and 
they are considered as being perfecdy inexcusablct John x¥# 
22....N0W they have no cloak for their sin : And all because a 
way is opened, in which they might be delivered from coo*. 
dcmnation ; but they will not comply therewith. John iii. 19..* 
T/iis is the condemnation^ thai light is come into the worlds and 
men loved darkness rather thanHght, because their deedswere evilt 
And therefore, in scripture^ccount, they stand exposed to a 
more aggravated punishment in the world to come. Mat. xL 
ao — 24»...Woe unto thccy Chorazin, woe unio ihee^ Bethsaidai 
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txc^^Andthou CapernaMun, which art exabedunto heaven, shak 
be brought down toicUj &c. £ shall be more tolerable for Tyre^ 
(mdSidon^andSodom^inthe doff of judgment^ than for these 
cities ; became they repented not. 

Aod nowy because the door of mercy is thus opened to the 
whole world by the blood of Christ, therefore, in scripture, he 
is called the Savior ofthewoKLD»,^h John iv» 14— TA^ Lamb 
of God, which takes away the sin of the woRLD.,,.John i. 29— 
A propitiation for the sins of the whole world,«..I. John ii. 2 
r^Thatgaoehimself a ransom for all—.I. Tim. ii. 6 — And 
tasted death for evert MAN....Heb. ii» 9 : The plain sense of 
all which expressions may, I think, without any danger of mis- 
take, be learnt from John iii. \&...Jjodso loved the world, thai 
he gave his only begotten Son^ that whosoever believethin him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.* And indeed, was 
0ot the door of mercy opened too//, indefinitely, how could 
God sincerely oflFer mercy to all f Or heartily invite aU ? Or 
justly blame those who do not accept ? Or righteously pimish 
them for neglecting so great salvation f 

Besides, if Christ died merely for the electa that is, to the in- 
tent that they, only upon believing, might, consbtently with the 
divine honor, be received to favor, then God could not, consl8^' 
ently with his justice, save any besides, if they should believe: 
For without shedding of bloody there can be no remission*.. Jleh» 
is. 32. If Christ did not design, by his death, to open a door 
for all to be saved conditionally, i. e. upon the condition of 
fiudi, then there is no such door opened : the door is not open- 
ed wider than Christ designed it should be ; — there is nothing 

• "1 am ready to profess,*' says the famous Doctor Twisse, " and that, 
** I Boppoie, as out of the mouths of all our divines, that every one who 
** hears the gospel, (without distinction between elect or reprobate) is bound 
•• to believe that Christ died for him, so far as to procure both the pardon 
" of his sins, and the salvation of his soul, in case he believes and repents.** 
Again, " As Peter could not have been saved, unless he had believed and 
*' f«pented, so yvd^ might have been saved, if he had done so." Ag^n^ 
*' ydb» iii. 16, gives a fair Kght of exposition to those places wliere Christ 
•• IS said to have died/or thesins oftbcvaorld — yea, of the rcbofe -j)orU, to wit, 
"in this manner ;— that vtifosoever Mievetb in bim, sbould not fierUb, huP 
** Jb€i9e eSBtrioiting iife." — Dr. Twxsse, on tbe riebe* of Cod's i<ne to tbe 
^ueU cfmarey^ tuc. 
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more purchased by Us deatfi than be intended : if this benefit 
was not intended, then it is not procured ;— 4f it be not procn* 
red, then the non-elect cannot any of ithembe saved, coosistent* 
ly with divine justice : And, by consequence, if tfab be fbt 
case, then— (1.) The non^ekct hctoe no right aiaU to tato any 
the kast encouragement^ from the death of Christ or the hmitah 
Hons ofthegospely to return to God through Christy in hopes tf 
acceptance : for there are no grounds of encoura ge ment given; 
Christ did nqt die for them in any sense. It is impossible thdr 
sins should be pardoned, consistently with justice ;•— as moA 
impossible as if there had never been a Savior...a8 if Christ had 
never died ; and so there is no encouragement at all for diem : 
and therefore it would be presumption in them to trite any ;■ ill 
wluch is apparently contrary to the whole tenor of the^gofepd; 
which every where invites all, and gives equal encourageotettl 
to all : — Come J for all things are ready j said Chiist to die rep* 
robate Jews....i(£if. zsi. 4 : And if the non-elect have no tigllt 
to take any encouragement from the death of Christ, and At 
invitations of the gospel, to return to God through him, in hopes 
of acceptance,then.— (2.) No man at oilcan rationailtf takeanyefi^ 
couragement until he knows that he is elected; because, va£i 
thea, he cannot know that there is any ground for encourage* 
ment« It is not rational to take encouragement before we see 
sufficient grounds for it ; yea, it is presumption to do so : But 
no man causae sufficient grounds of encouragement to trust ia 
Christ, and to return to God through him, in hopes of accep 
tance, unless he sees that God may, through Christ, consistml* 
ly with his honor, accept and save him, and is willing so to da 
If God can, and is actually willing to save any that comei, 
then there is no objection : I may come, and any may cone 
— all things are ready. ,„there is bread enough^ and to spare t 
But if God is reconcileable only to the elect, then I may not 
come.. ..I dare not come....it would be presumption to com^ 
tin I know that I am elected. And how can I know that ?••• 
Why, not by any thing in all the Bible. While an unbeliever^ 
it is impossible I should know it by any thing in scriptuiec 
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It is no where said, in eiqntss words, that I, by name, am 
elected, and there are no rules of trial laid down in such a 
case : And how can I, therefore, in this case, ever know 
that I am elected, but by an immediate revelation from 
heaven? And how shall I know that this revelation is true? 
How shall I dare to venture my soul upon it ?....The gospel 
does not teach me to look for any such revelation, nor g^ve 
any marks whereby I may know when it is from God, and 
when firom the devil : Thus, an invincible bar is laid in my 
way to life ; I must know that I am one of the elect, before I 
can see anyencouragement to believe in Christ ; because none 
but the elect have any more business to do so than the devils : 
but, if I am one of the elect, yet it is impossible I should know it 
tiUofterwards : Besides, all this b contrary to the whole tenor 
of the gospel — Whosoever wiU, let him coine... .Whosoever comeSf 
shattin nowise be cast out....Whosoever believes^ shall he saved-^ 
And contrary to the experience of all true believers, who, in 
their first return to God dirough Christ, alwa}rs take all their en* 
couragement from the gospel, and lay the weight of their souls 
upon the truth of that ; and venture their eternal all upon this 
bottom, and not upon the truth of any new revelation : They 
venture their all upon the truths already revealed in the gospel, 
and not upon the truth of any proposition not revealed there. 

So that, let us view this point in what light we will, nothing 
is more clear and certain than that Christ diedy that whosoev- 
XR beUeveth in him should not perish^ but have everlasting life. 
•And God may now bejust^^nd yf^tjustify any of the race of Ad- 
that believe in Jesus : and he stands ready to do so. — And 
diings being true, the servants, upon good grounds, might, 
m dieir master's name, tell the obstinate Jews, who did not be- 
long to the election of grace, and who finally refused to hear- 
ken to the calls of the gospel, Behold^ I have prepared my dim 
ner ; my oxen and myfmtlings are iilled^ and a!l things are rea^ 
dy: come unto the marriagc.Mzx. xxii. 4: And if they had 
come, they would have been heardly welcome : the provision 
was su£Sdent,and the invitation sincere : Jesus wept over 
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them, saying, thai thou AoAtinowny in this thy day^ the thingt 
tvfiich belong to thy peace / So that there was nothini; to lunder, 
had thay but been willing. But it seems they were od ie i' w i a c 
disposed ; and therefore they maik light ofity and went their 
Xuays.,.Gne to hiafarm^ another to his merchandise ; and ike rem^ 
nant took /us servants^ and entreated ihem s^iefulhj^ muiskw 
thentj (ver. 5« 6«) And in this glass we may see the very nature 
of all mankind, and how all would actually do if not prevented 
by divine grace : Jusdy, therefore, at the day of judgment, will 
this be the condemnation^ that light has come into the worlds but 
men loved darkness rather than light: For certainly, if 
mankind are so perversely bad, that, notwithstanding their nat^ 
Ural obligations to God, and the unreasonableness of their ori^ 
ginal apostacy, they will yet persist in their reb^ion — and, a& 
ter all the glorious provision and kind invitadons of the goepd, 
will not return to God through Christ ^-^Isay, certainly, God 
is not obliged to come out after them, and, by his all-conquer-> 
ing gnu:e, irresistibly reclaim them ; but may jusdy let every 
man take his own course, and run his own ruin : And an ag^ 
gravated danmation will every such person deserve in the com- 
ing world, ybr neglecting so great sahation..:Iieb. ii. 2, 3. 

And now, if Christ's atonement and merits be thus sufficient 
for all...and if God stands ready to be reconciled to all—and if 
all are invited to return and come — hence, then, we may leara 
that it is safe for any of the poor, sinful, guilty, lost, undone 
race of Adam to return to God in diis way : They shall surely 
find acceptance with God : they may come without money ^and 
witliout price ; and he that comcth shall m no wise be cast out. 

And hence we may see upon what grounds it is, that the 
poor, convinced, humbled sinner is encouraged and embolden* 
ed to venture his all upon Christ, and return to God through 
him. It is because any poor, sinful, guilty, hell-deserving 
wretch may cdme — any in die world — the worst in the world 
— the vilest, and most odious and despicable : for such he ao* 
tually takes himself to be. And if he did not see that there 
was an open door for such—.for any such....for all such, he 
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would doubt, and that with good reason too, whether he might 
safely come. But when he understands and believes the gos- 
pel-revelation, and so is assured that it is safe for any....for all 
.••.the vilest and the wprst, now the peculiar viieness and unc 
worthiness which he sees in himself ceases to be an objection t 
He sees it safe for any, and dierefore £orhim — and hence takes 
courage, and is emboldened to venture his all upon the free 
grace of God, through Jesus Christ ; and so returns, in hopes 
of acceptance. Now, does this poor sinner venture upon a 
safe foundation, or does he not \ He takes it for granted 
that tUe siJ^reme Governor of the world can, consistently with 
his honor, show mercy to any that come to him through Christ % 
and he takes it for granted that he stands ready to do so, evea 
to the vilest and worsL...that the door of mercy stands widt 
open, and whosoever wiU^ may come: And, upon these princi* 
pies, he takes encouragement to return to God, in hopes of ac* 
ceptance : and, from a sense of his own wants, and of the glory 
and all-sufficiency of the divine nature^.».of the blessedness there 
is in being the Lord^s, devoted to him, and living upon him^ 
he does return with all his heart ; and to God he gives himself, 
CO be forever his : and if the gospel be true, surely be must be 
Mi£e. The truth of the gospel is the foundation of all ; for up- 
on that, and that only, he builds : not upon works of righteous- 
ness wtuch he has done— 4iot upon any immediate revelation of 
pardon, or die love of Christ to him in particular ; but merely 
upon gospel-principles. If they, therefore, prove true, in the 
coming world, then will he receive the end of his fiuth — the 
aalvation of his souL But to return. 

Thus we see that, by the death of Christ, there is a wide 
door opened for divine mercy to exercise and display itself : 
die supreme Governor of the world may, consistently widi his 
honor, now seat himself upon a throne of grace, and proclaim 
die news of pardon and peace through a guiity world ; and i^ 
is perfectly safe for any of the guilty race of Adam to return 
unto him through Jesus Christ. And now, were mankind in 
acUsposition to be heartily sorry for their apostacy from God, 
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and disposed to esteem it their indispensable duty, and Ugliest 
blessedness, to return ; were this the case^ the joyiiil ncm of 
a Savior, and of pardon and peace through him, would % 
through the world like lightning, and every heart would be Budt- 
ed with love, and sorrow, and gratitude ; and all the nattonof 
the earth would come, and fall down in the dust before the 
Lord, and bless his holy name, and devote themadives to him 
forever, lamenting, in the bitterness of their hearts^ that ever 
they did break away from their subjection to such a God. And 
were mankind sensible of their sinful, giulty, undone state by 
LAW, and disposed to justify the law, a^d condemn themselves 
*«-and were they sensiUe of the holiness and justice of the great 
Governor of the world, they would soon see their need of -soch 
a mediator as Christ Jesus, and soon see the wonderfid grace 
of the gospel, and soon see the glory of thn way of sahraiion, 
andso know it to be from God, believe it, and fall in with it ; 
and all the world would repent and convert of th^ own acoQid 
-^-and so all the world might be saved without any more to do. 
But, instead of this, such is the temper of mankiod, that there 
is not one in the world, that, of his own accord, is diqxMedto 
have any such regard to God, or sorrow for his apostacy, or in- 
clination to repent and return ; nor do men once imagine thit 
they are in a state so wretched and undone, and stand in such 
a perishing need of Christ and free grace ; and therefore diey 
are ready to make light of the glad tidings of the gospel* and 
go their ways...one to his farm, another to his merchandise : nor 
is there one of all the human race disposed, of his own accord, 
to lay down the weapons of his rebellion, and return to God by 
Jesus Christ : So that all will come to nothing, and not one be 
ever brought home to God, unless something farther be done— 
unless some methods, and methods very effectual, be used. 

But that God should come out after such an apostate race, 
who, without any grounds, have turned enemies to him, and, 
without any reason, refuse to be reconciled....and that after aD 

the glorious provision and kmd invitations of the gospel ; that 

God, I say, should come out after such, and reclaim them by 
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liis owa sovereign and all-conquering grace, might seem to be 
going counter to the holiness and justice of his nature, and to 
-tend to expose hi^ law and government, and sacred authority, 
4o contempt ; in as much as tliey so eminently deserve to be 
•consuiped by the fire of his wrath. I'herefore, 

(2.) Jesus Christ did^ by his obedience and deaths open such 
•a door of mercy ^as that the aupreme Governor of the world mighty 
consistently with his honor ^ take what methods he plcased^in or^ 
der to recover rebellious^ g^iltyt stubborn smncrs to hitnaelf 

That he might take what methods he pleased^ I say — for he 
faiew, from the days of eternity, how mankind would be dls- 
4X>sed to treat him, his Son, and his grace ; and he knew, from 
eternity, what methods he intended to take to reclaim ihcm : 
jmd these are the methods which he now pleases to take — and 
the methods....yea, the only methods which he actually does 
take: So that it is the same thing, in effect, to say that, by what 

■ Christ has done and su£fered, a door is opened for tlie most 
■BiGH, conststendy with his honor, to take-— 1. What methods 
he actually does takcy or — 2. What methods he pleases^ or — 3. 
What methods h&^from eternity^ intended : For all amoimt to 
juBt one and the same thing : for what pleased him from cter- 
siity, the same pleases him now ; and what pleases him now, 
that he actually does. The infinite perfection of his nature 
doesnotadmitofany new apprehension, or alteration of judg- 

• inent. By his infinite understanding he always had, and has, 
and "wjU have, a complete view of all things, i>ast, present, and 
to come, at once ; And by his infinite wisdom, and the perfect 
-rectitude bf his nature, he unchangeably sees and determines 

' upon that conduct which is right, and fit, and best : For with 

- hitnthereis novariablenessjnor shadow of turning,..]AmQ^\. IT. 

Now, that what Christ has done and suifered, was sufficient . 
.->to open a way forthe honorable exercise of his sovereign grace» 
-hi recovering sinners to himself, is evident, from what has been 

- heretofore observed : And that it was designed for this end, 

»nd has^ in fact, effectually answered it, is plain, from God^s 

' ^conduct in the affair : for otherwise he could not, consistently 

X X 
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vrlth his honor, or the honor of his law, use those means to re- 
claim sinners, which he actually does : For all those methods 
of grace would else be contrary to law, which does not allow 
the sinner to have any fiivor shown him, without a sufficient s^ 
curity to the divine honor, as has been before proved. The 
law, therefore, has been satisfied in this respect, or these iavxau 
could not be shown : for heaven and earth shall sooner pssi 
away, than the law be disregarded in any one point. It follows^ 
therefore, that not only special and saving grace, but also th«t 
all the common favors which mankind in general enjoy, and 
that all the means of grace which are common to the elect and 
non-elect, arc the effects of Christ's merits : All were pmxhfr 
sed by him ; none of these things could have been granted to 
mankind, but for him. Christ has opened the door, and an in- 
finite sovereign goodness has strewed these common meroes 
round the world. All those particulars wherein mankind are 
treated better than the damned in hell, are over and above 
what mere law would allow of« and therefore are the A 
feces of Christ's merits and gospel-grace. And for this, 
among other reasons, Christ is called the Savior of the rvorU: 
And hence, also, God is said to be reconciling the world to him^ 
^t'lf^ not imjmting their trespasses unto thefiu.^lL Cor. v. 19 : 
Because, for the present, dieir punishment is suspendetl, uai 
they are treated in a way of mercy.. ..are invited to repentance, 
and have the oilers of pardon and peace, and eternal life made 
unto them ; — hence, I say, God is said not to impute their noM 
unto them — agreeably with that parallel place in Psalm IxxriiL 
33, where God is said to forgive tiie iniqmty of his people^ be^ 
cause he clcstroyct^ them 7iot, 

Upon the whole, then, this seems to be the true state of the 
case : — God is, through Christ, ready to be reconciled to aU 
and every one that will repent and return unto bim through Je^ 
sus Christ : He sends the news of pardon and peace around 
n guilty worlJ, and invites every one to come, saying, He 
t/ujf beljevct/i^ s/ia/i be saved ; and he that beUevethnot^ shall be 
damned : and, on this account, it is said that he will have at 
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men to be savedj and is not willing that any should perish ; he- 
cause he offers salvation to all^and uses arguments to dissuade 
them from perdition. But, in as much as mankind ^vili not 
hearken, but are obstinately set in their way, therefore he takes 
state upon himself, and says, I will have mercy on whom I will 
have mercy : and a sinful, guilty world are in his hands, and he 
may use what methods of grace with all that he plea&es : Some 
)ie nuiy suiFer to take their own way,and run their own ruin, if he 
{deases— and others he may subdue and recover to himself,by his 
Ownall-conqueringgrace: And,untoacertainnumber,frometcr« 
iuty,he intended to show this special mercy : and these are said to 
be given to Christy (John vi. 3r.) And with a special eye to 
these sheep did he lay down his lifcj (John x. 15.) — liis Father 
intending; and he intending, that they, in spite of all opposition, 
should be brought to eternal life at last : and hence the elect do 
idwaya obUun^ (Rom. xi. 7, compared with John vi. 37.) And 
here we may learn how to understand those places of scripture 
which seem to limit Chiist's undertaking to a certain number* 
Mat* i. 21.«..TAo^ shaU call his name Jesus ; because he shall 
wave HIS vzoFLE, from their ^/n^.— £ph. v.. 23..., He is the head 
iff the CHURCH ; and he is the Savior of the body. — ^Ver. 25.... 
Christ loved the cuuach, and gave himself tok it. — Acts xx» 
S&.«.£r hath purchased his church ivith his own blood. — John 
X* 15:..Ilay down my life for the sheep.^— There were a cer- 
tahi number which the Father and Son, from all eternity, de- 
signed for vessels of mercy ^ to bring to glory....i?o;72. ix. 33.— 
With a view to these, it was promised in the covenant of re- 
dempuon that Christ should see of the travail of his souL...lt\xu 
liii. 11. — And Christ says, in John vi. 37, 38, 39, AU that the 
Father giveth me, shall come to me ; and him that cometh to me, 
I rvill in no wise cast ouU...For I came down from heaven^ not 
to do my own will, but the will of him that sent me.... And this 
so the Father^s xvill which hatli sent me, that of all which he 
hath given me I should lose nothings but should raise it up again 
at the last day.'-^ee, also. Tit. ii. 14 — Rev. v. 9, 10 — Epb. i. 

A « A. 
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Thus Christ^s merits are sufficient for aH the world, and the 
door of mercy is opened wide enough for all die world ; and 
God, the supreme Governor, has proclaimed himself reconcile- 
able to all the world, if they will believe and repent ; And if 
they will not believe and repent, he is at liberty to have mercy 
on whom he will have mercy, and to show oompasstoo to whom 
he will show compassion...according to the good pleasure of his 
will, to the praise of the glory of his grace. He sits Sovereign, 
and a rebellious, guilty world are in his hands, and at his dis* 
posal ; and the thing that seems good in his sight, that he will 
do : and it is infinitely fit, right, and best he should...that di0 
pride of all flesh may be brought 1o^v, and the Lord done be ex* 
al ted forever. And as this view of things seems exactly to htf^ 
monize with the whole tenor of the gospel itkgener at jUod to agree 
with the vmons particular representations of our redemptioa by 
Christ — and to reconcile those texts which seem to speak of an 
universal redemption^ with those which seem to speak of a^or- 
ticular redemption^ so it will naturally suggest an easy answer to 
any objections which may be made against it. 

Obj. 1 • If Christ has suffered the penalty of the knVj not only 
for the electa but also for the non-elect^ how can it be just that they 
themselves should be made to suffer it over again forever in hell? 

Ans. Because Christ did not die with a design to release 
them from their deserved punishment, but only upon condition 
of faith ; and so they have no right to the release, but upon that 
condition : It is as just, therefore, they should be punished as 
if Christ had never died, since they continue obstinate to Ac 
last ; and it is just, too, they should have an aggravated dam- 
nation, for refusing to return to God, despising the offers of 
mercy, and neglecting so grpat salvation.. ..yoAn iii. 16—19. 

Obj. 2. If Christ obeyed the preceptive part of the hu\ not 
only for the electa but also for the non-elect^ xohy are not all 
brought to eternal life^ since eternal life is by km* promised to per^ 
feet obedience ? 

Ans. Because Christ did not puixhase eternal life for thetn, 
but upon the condition of faith : But they would not come to 
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Christ, that they mig^t have life ; and therefore they justly per- 
ish—.yoAn iii. IG^-IO. 

Ob J. 3. But for what purpose did Christ die for those who 
were in hell a long time before his death ? 

Ans. And to what purpose did he die for those who were in 
heaven a long time before his death ?...The truth is, that when 
Christ laid down his life a ransom for all, he only accomplished 
what he undertook at the beginning. Christ actually interpo- 
sed as Mediator immediately upon the (all of maSy and under- 
took to secure the divine honor, by obeying and suffering in 
the room of a guilty world; and therefore, through him, God 
did offer mercy to Csun as well as to Abel, and show common 
favors to the world in general, as well as grant special grace to 
the elect } and that before his death, as well as since. Surely 
none will deny that all the favors wluch mankind did enjoy pri« 
or to Christ^s death, were by virtue of his undertaking to be 
Mediator, and engaging to secure the divine honor : for, upon 
any other footing, the Governor of the world could not have 
granted such favors consistently with his honor. 

Obj* 4. But if Christ died for ally then he died in vainy since 
all are not saved* 

. Ams. The next and immediate end of Christ's death was 
to answer the ends of moral government, and so secure the 
honor of the moral Governor, and open a way in which he might 
honorably declare himself reconcileable to a guilty world upon 
their returning through Christ, and use means to reclaim them ; 
but this end Christ did obtain— and so did not die in vain.... 
yohn iii. 16— /?^m. iri. 24, 25, 26. And the supreme Gover- 
nor of the world will now, through Christ, accomplish all the 
deftigns of his heart, to the everlasting honor of his great 
name. 

Obj. 5. But why would God have a door opened, that he 
might J consistently with his honor ^offer to be reconciled to all that 
will return to him through Christy when he knew that thenon* 
elect would never return ? And why would lie liovc a door opened 
that he might use means with them^ when he knew all would be 
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invain^ unlna he himtelf recovered them hy hie all<onqmring 
gracej xuhich yet he never designed to do .? 
^ Ana. God designed to put an apostate woild into a new 
state of probation. Mankipd were in a state of probadon ra 
Adam, their public head, and we all sinned in him and fell with 
him in his first transgression : But God des^;ned to try the 
posterity of Adam anew, and see whether they would be sony 
ibr their apostacy , or choose to continue in their rebellion. He 
would tender mercy, and offer to be reconciled, and call them 
lo return, and use arguments and motives, and promise 
and threaten, and try and see what they would do. He 
knew mankind would be ready to deny ihcir apostacy, and 
plead that they were not enemies to God, and think themaehrca 
very good-natured-— and would take it exceedingly hard not id 
be believed : therefore he determined to try. them, aad sea 
what diey would do, and make public declaration through iha 
world, that, finally, he would judge every man according to hil 
works, and deal with him according to his conduct : And^ 
in die mean time, that his honor might be secured, he appoints 
his Son to be Mediator ; and so, through him, proclaims the 
news of pardon and peace, and enters upon the use of means : 
and now, if you ask me ^^ Why does he do all this, when he 
*^ knows it will be in vain, as to the noti^lect^ who will never 
** come to repentance r' — 

/answer — His knowing that all will, in the event, prove in* 
effectual to bring them to repentance, is no objection against 
his using the means he does : for God does not make his fore« 
knowledge of events the rule of his conduct ; but the reason 
and fitness of things. You may as well inquire, " Why did 
** God raise up Noah to be ^, preacher of righteousness to the 
*' old world, for the space of an hundred and twenty years, whea 
" he knew they would never come to repentance ?-^And why 
**- did he send all his servants, the prophets, to the children of 
** Ismcl, rising early and sending, and, by them, command and 
" call.. .entreat ariu expostulate.. .promise and direaten, andsar, 
" J* Illvcy saith the Lord God^ I delight not in the death of a 
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•* sinner : turn ye^ turn ye ; xvhy will ye diti when he knew 
^^ they would never come to repentance f^— And why did he a£» 
^ ter wards send his Son to the same obstinate people, when he 
^^ knew they would be so £sur from hearkening, as that thejr 
*^ would rather put him to death X^ — Now, if you ask me why 
the greatGovemorof the world uses such means with the non- 
elect, and shows so much goodness, patience, forbearance, and 
iong-suffering, instead of sending all immediately to deserved 
destruction t^^l ansrwer^ it is to try them ; and to show that 
he is the Lord God^ gracious and mercifuL^^hw to anger ^ and 
abundant in goodness^ It is fit that creatures in a state of pro* 
bation should be tried, and he loves to act like himself ; and 
he means, in and by his conduct, to do both at once : And aftsr 
obstinate sinners have long abused that gosdness wad forbears 
tmcey which should have led them to repentance— vnd have, after 
their own hard and impenitent hearts ^ been treasuring up tvratk 
against the day ofwrathy the righteousness of God's judgment^ 
in ibeir eternal destruction, will be most manifest. And what 
if God was determined not to reclaim rebels, voluntarily so ob- 
stinate, by his all-coaquering grace, but let them take their 
course, seeing they were so set in their way i What then i^ 
Was he not at liberty ? Was he bound to save them all by an exh 
crtkm of his omnipotence i Might he not ha^ mercy on whom 
he would ? Andy after such long^stiffering^ might he not show 
his xvrath^ and make his power known^ in the eternal destruction 
of those who so justly deserved it \ God's last end, no doubt, 
is to numifest his perfections : and in and by his whole conduct 
towards a fallen world, they will all be most illustriously dis- 
played«...^om. jci. 36. 

Obj« 6. But considering that the non-electarcy after all^wider 
an absolute impossibility to believe and repent ^ convert and be sa* 
vedm^umd considering that all common mercies^ and means of 
grace^ wilt only render them the more inexcusable in the end, 
<ind so aggravate their guilt and damnation^^heref or e^ all things 
coumderedy what seeming good they enjoy in this rvorldj is not 
of the nature of a mercy : it would he better for them to be 
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xuithout it : Sodom (Oid Gomorrah wiU be better of it in the 
day of judgment^ t/uin Choraz'm a7u/ Bethsaida :* and thertfore 
there is no need to suppose that any thing which the non-elect 
enjoy in this worldj is the effect of Chrisis merits^ but only of 
divine sovereignty, 

Ans. What do }'Oii mean by being under an absplute impost' 
hility to Relieve and repent**,convert and be saved? Using words 
without determinate ideas is one principal thing which bewil- 
ders the world about matters of religion : Now, in plain En- 
glish, all things are ready..*.:ind they are invited to come^.^znd 
there is nothing in the way of their being saved : but, they are 
not sorty for their apostacy from God, nor will be brought to 
it by all the means God uses with them : They have not a mind 
to return to God, nor will they be persuaded by all the most 
powerful arguments that can be used : they arc volutary ene» 
mics to God, and will not be reconciled, unless by an almighty 
power and alUconquering grace, which God is not obliged to 
give, and they are infinitely unworthy of....and witliout which 
they might returfi, were they but of such a temper as they ought 
to be : they are under no inabili t}' but what consists in and results 
from their want of a good temper of mind» and their volimtar)' 
obstinacy. Sin has no power over men, but as they are incH' 
ned io it; and the inclinations of the heart are always voluntary 
and unforced. Men love to be inclined as they are ; for oth- 
erwise their inclinations would be so far from having any pow^r 
over them, that they would even cease to be. — Now certainly 
the bringing up of the children of Israel out of Eg\-pt was of the 
nature of a mercy ^ and a gicat mercy too indeed it was, notp 
withstanding that, through their unbchef and perverseness,they 
never got to Canaim ; The thing, i:i itself, was as great a mer- 

• It may he propt-r just to hir.til«o gvo?". absurdities intpiied in tVis ob- 
jection. It' t'.c non-elect were under an ab',olu:c (i. c. not only a moral, 
bill narurai) i!::possibihiy to tun; to Goil, ihf y would not be proper subjects 
to U'ic an) i^ieanswith : And if thcir'coiiiir.on fuvur*. ard means of grace 
were no'. of the nature of mrrc/w, they could not aggravate ihcir giiiJt : 
AjuI \i it was not iheir own fault that they did no: repent under ihe en- 
joyiiim" oT moan*:, they would not be to btaine, nordesen-cio be punithcd 
lor u»>t repoiiting. Men &:inuble into suck absurdities by Uk;;-.j wonU 
wi;hour dc:«.numate idea*. 
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cy to the body of that generation, as it was to Caleb and Joshua : 
and their bad temper and bad conduct, which prevented their 
ever coining to the promised land, did not alter the nature of 
the thing at all, nor lessen their obligations to gratitude to God, 
their mighty deliverer : And yet, all things considered, it had 
been better for them to have died in their Egyptian bondage, 
than to have had their carcases fall in the wilderness, in such 
an awful manner. And besides, it is evident that the scrip- 
tures do look upon the common favors, and means of grace, 
which the non-elect enjoy, under the nodon of mercies ; and 
(which otherwise could not be) on this very ground their guilt is 
aggravated, and they rendered inexcusable,and worthy of a more 
sore punishment in the worid to come....yohn iii. 16 — 19, and 
XV. 22, 24 — Rom. ii. 4, 5 — Heb. li. 2, 3, And if they are of 
the nature of mercies, then they are the effects of Christ's merits 
^— as has been already proved. 

And hence, by the way, we may see the reason why the love 
and goodness of God, in bringing up the children of Israel out 
of Eg)'pt, is so mightily set forth in the Old Testament, notwith- 
standing the body of that generation perished in the wilder- 
tiess — and why the love and goodness of God, in giving his Son 
to die for the world, is so mightily set forth in the New Tes- 
tament, notwithstanding multitudes of mankind perish forever: 
Viz. It was the Israelites* own fault that they jierished in the 
wilderness, and so it is sinners* own fault that they perish for- 
ever«,..yoAn iii. 19, and<v. 40 : And did they feel it at heart, 
it would effectually stop their mouths: for this is an undoubt- 
ed maxim, that the kindnesses of God to a rebellious, perverse 
trorid, arc not, in themselves, any the less mercies^ because 
ttiankind abuse them to their greater ruin. The kindnesses 
arc, in themselves, the same, whether we make a good improvc- 
fenent of them, or no : They are just the same, and so just as 
'great, let our conduct be what it will. It was a great mercy 
to the Israelites to be delivered out of Eg}'pt-r-it was a won- 
derful expression of divine goodness : and hence it is said, in 
Hos. xi. l...JV/ien Israel xvas a ch'ilJ^ t/icn IhovKVhim^ and 

V V 
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called my Son out f)f Egypt. (And a like cxpressioa we have 
in Deuu x. lS.^..God loveth the stranger^ in giving him fiod 
and raiment.) And on the same ground it is said, in Jobn iiL 
1 ^...God so LOVED 4he worlds &c. because die pk of Christ to 
die for the world was an infinite expression of cU vine goodness. 
And if mankind do generally abuse this goodness, as the Israel- 
ites generally did all Cod's kindnesses to them, yet still die 
goodness itself is just the same. A dreadful thing, therefioie, 
it is for the non-elect...even as aggravated a piece of wickedness 
in them as it would be in any body else, to tread under foot 
the blood of the Son of God, and make light ofall the odfers of 
mercy, and neglect so great salvation : And this, abo>*e sll 
other things, will be their condemnation in the coming wocUL*. 
John iii. 19. Never are the Jews at all excused, any where 
in the New Testament, in <their slighting the offers of mercy 
by Christ, on this account, that they were not of die elect : 
And indeed the offers were sincere, and it was c uiii e ly their 
own fault that they did^not accept, and they deserved to be 
treated accordingly.«..il£ir. xxiL 1 — 7. 

Obj. 7. But if God ^0 loved the xvorld^ the whqle would, 
as to give his only begotten Son to die for them^ iu the sense eX" 
plained^ why does he not go through^ 42nd perfect the -warkj and 
sa9e the whole world, according to that in Rcnu riii. 32 ?..» 
Ho tliat spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 
all| how shall he not with him also freely give us all tlungs I 

Axs. 1. And whycUd not the King^ in Mat, xxiu who bad 
made a marriage for his Ssn^ and sent bis servants lo say to 
them that were bidden, / have prepared my dinner ,- my axea 
and my fallings are killed^ and all things are ready .- come unto 
the marriage : — ^i^hy did not the King, I say, when they refu^ 
«cd, ccmpel them to come in ? Since he had done so mudi. whv 
did he not go through, and finish the work ? And this is direct- 
ly to the point in hand, because this parable is designed to re|w. 
sent that full proxision which is made for the salvation of sinners 
by the iWath of Christ ; and it proves that the objection has no 
force in it. But tarther— » 
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5L Takeyour Bible, aodread fipom the 28th verse to the end 
of that 8th chapter of ^omoitf, and you will see what the Apoa- 
de'a design », thfoiig^ his whole discourse. ^ We know," 
says he, ^^that all thuigs work together for good to them that 
*4ove God«..«to dieift who^ are called according to his purpose* 
^ But how do we know it ? Why, because God is fully deter^ 
** mined to bring them to glory at last : For, whom he did fore* 
^ know, he also did predestinate ; and whom he did predesti^ 
^ nate, them he also called, and them he justified, and them he 
*' glorified. And God was so fiilly determined to bring them 
**to glory 9 and so much engaged in the thing, that he spared 
*^not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all ; iicus", 
^ who love God, and are his elect people ;" (For it isof these, 
-and these only, that he here is speakings) ^ And since he was 
^so much engaged as to do this, we may depend upon it that 
^ he wiH aho freely give u» aH things r i« e. us, who love God^ 
^and are Us elect people : So that never any^ thing shall lun- 
^derourbemg finally brought lo glory, or separate us from 
^the love of God— neither tribulation, nor persecution, nor 
*^ distress, npr any thing else." So that this is the apostle's ar^ 
gument :— Since God was so much engaged to bring them to 
g^my who loved God, and were his elect people, as that he had 
given his own Son to die for that end^ they, therefore, might 
have the strongest assurance that he would do every thing else 
wUcb woidd be needful effectually to bring it about> 

But God never denignafto\mi\^ih^ non-elect to glory, when 
he gave his Son to die for the world :• He designed to declare 
himself reconcileable to them through Chrtst....to offer mercy 
••«.to invite them^ in common with others, to retum....and to as- 
sure vSl that he thai believeth shall ie saved....vc[iA to use means 

* If we leave God's detign out of the apostle's argument, I cannot set 
(hat his reasoning would be conclusive, any more than a like argunient 
would have been conclusive, if we should suppose Moses to have used it 
with the Israelites at the side of the Red Sea, ** Since God. has now brought 
*• yoa all out of Egypt, and thus divided the Red Sea before you, and 
** drowned yoiur enemies* therefore he will now,, without fail, bring you ail 
" to the proiiiised land :" Which reasoning would not have been condu- 
■ive : for the body of that generation died in the wilderness, and that in ft 
wrj awful manner, notwithstanding this glorious deliverance. 
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with them more or less, according to his pleasure ; but finaOy, 
they being obstinate, he designed to leave them to themselves, 
to take their own course, and, intheend^ to deal with them ac* 
cording to their deserts.,.. J£zr. xxiii. 37,38, andzxii. 1 — ^7: 
And this being the case, the objection from the Apostle's words 
is evidently groundless. 

As to the opinion of the ArminianSy that God equally design^ 
ed salvation for all men, purposing to offer salvatkm to all, and 
use means with all, and leave all to their own free will, and save 
those, and those only, who, of their own accord, will become 
good men ; — as for this opinion, I say, I think they never leamt 
it from the Bible : but rather, they seem to have been led into 
it from a notion that mankind are so good-natured that sU 
might, and that at lei*st some actually would, under the eojof- 
ment of the common means of grace, become good menof their 
own accord, u e. without any such thing as special grace. Con* 
vince them that this is an error, and they will soon give up 
their scheme, and acknowledge their need of sovereign gracei, 
and see the reasonableness and truth of the doctrine of dec^ 
tion : Or rather, I may say, convince them, first of all, what 
God is, and what the law is, and what the nature of true religion 
is, that they may know what conversion means, and what it 
means to be a good man, and there will be no difficuly then to 
convince them of the depravity of mankind : for what leads 
them to think it so easy a thing to become a good man, and that 
men may be brought to it merely by the force of moral sua- 
sion, is, dieir wrong idea of the nature of true religion. If reli- 
gion be what they suppose, then, no doubt, any body may easily 
become good; for corrupt nature can bear with such a religion: 
But if religion, or a conibrmity to God^s law, be what I have 
endeavored to prove it to be in the former discourse, then, no 
doubt, mankind are naturallydiametricallyopposite thereto inthc 
temper of their minds— even all mankind, Armimans as wellatf 
others : and all do, or might know it, if they would seriously 
and honestly weigh the matter ; for it is plain fact* The Ar» 
minians are wont mightily to cry up wonts, and plead for the 



DISTINGUISHED FROM ALL COUNTERFEITS* S63 

moral law, as though they were great friends to it : but ifiheir 
mbtakes about the moral law might once be rectified, and they 
be brought really and heartily to approve it, as holy^ just^ and 
goody one principal source of all their errors would be dried up ; 
and particularly their wrong notions about election and univef' 
sal redemption. 

^^ But where was there any love," (will the objector say) ^^ in 
^' God's giving his Son to die for thenon-elect— or sincerity in 
^^ his offering them mercy, if he never designed to bring them 
^^ to glory, but, from eternity, intended to leave them to perish 
♦* in their sins J** 

And where was there any love, I answer^ in God's bringing 
the Israelites out of Egypt, or sincerity in his offering to bring 
them toCanaan, if he never designed evqptually to bring them 
there, but, from eternity, intended to leave them to murmuF 
and rebel, and to have their carcases fall in the wilderness ?^- 
The solution in both cases is the same, and is plainly this :— as 
it was the Isnieliteb' own fault that they did not come to Ca* 
Aaan at last, so it is the sinner's own fault that he finally falls short 
of glory : However, the Israelites were often in a rage, and 
ready to say. The Lord hath brought its into the wilderness^ to 
lull us here; and they murmured against God,and against Mo* 
sea— .for which they were struck dead by hundreds and thou* 
sands : and just so sinners do— -and the same punishment do 
they deserve. But had the Israelites felt at heart that it was 
their own voluntary wickedness which was the sole cause of 
th^ir ruin-— and did sinners feel it at heart too^ there would be 
no murmuring in one case or the other ; but every mouth 
would be stopped.— But I have spoken to this before. 

To conclude— if this representation of things which I have 
given be according to truth, hence, then, we may learn these 
two things, which, indeed, were what I had principally in view 
in dwelling so long upon this subject, and laboring to answer 
objections ; — I say, we may learn— 1. That any poor sinner, all 
the world over, who hears the gospel and believes it, has suf- 
^ ficient grounds of encouragement, from the freeness of God's 
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grace, and the sufficiency of Christ, and the Dniversal calls of the 
gospel, to venture his eternal all in this way of salvation, and may 
safely return to God through Christ, in hopes of acceptance ; 
and that without any particular revelation that he u tkcied^ or 
that Chri&t died fir him in particular : ** Any nsay come.^.die 
vilest and the worst ; and therefore I may come :** and there* 
fore such a particular reveladon is-perfecdy needless i Bor could 
it do any good ; for the tnith of the gospel may be depended 
upoi&— but the truth of such a particular revelatUm cannoL— 
2. That any poor, sinful^guilty,faroken-hearted backslider, who 
groans under the burdeaof sin as the greatest evil,andloBgsto 
have the power of sin taken down, and his covruptioBa slain, 
and himself thoroughly subdued to God, may hock op to die id* 
finite free grace of God through Jesus Christ, and pn^, ^ Lend 
^' take away this Iieart of stone, and give mea heart of flesh i 
^' Turn me, and I shall be turned : Lord, if thov wilt, thou canst 
*^make m& clean : O create in me a clean heart, and renew in 
^me a right spirit, and restore to me the joy of thy aalvatioo } 
^ To thy sovereign grace and self-moving goodness I apply my« 
^^ sel^ through Jesu& Christ : God be merciful to me »sinner :'* 
and that whether he kno>vs himself to be a child of God, orno $ 
and so whether he knows that he belongs to the number of the 
elect, or not : Nor does he need any particidar revelation that 
Christ died for him in particular, or that he is elected, or that 
he is beloved of God : nor would these things do any good to 
clear up his warrant to come for mercy ; because Ciod may, 
through Christ, give his holy spirit to any that ask him : All 
who are athirst are invited to come and take of the watnv of 
life freely : "Any may come ; and therefore I may come, aV- 
" though the vilest creature in the world*'* And I appeal to 
all the generation of God's children, whether this has not been 
their way of coming to God through Christ, ever since the day 
they first came to know the Lord : Sure I am, this is the scrip- 
ture-way. God has sent out a proclamation through a sinful, 
guilty world, inviting all to come to him, through Jesus Christ, 
for all things — ^and given many encouragements, by represent- 
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)w free his grace i8....how sufficient Christ is, and how 
111 his proinises....and idiat whosoever will, may come, &c. 
kO where in all the Bible has he revealed it that such and 
in particular, by name, among mankind, are elected — and 
or these individuak Christ died in particular, by way of 
iragement to those particular persons, in order to let them 
that they might safely trust in Christ, and come to ChkI 
gh him : But then must we be right, when we under- 
the gospel and believe it, and, upon the very encourage* 
which Godhasgherit are emboldened to return, in hopes 
eptance: and this must be agreeable to God^s will ; and to 
lust the influences of the true spirit tend : But to venture 
urn and look to God for mercy, merely upon any other 
id, is anti-scriptural ; and whatsoever spirit influences 
into cannot, therefore, be from God. 
id thus we see how the door of life is opened by Christy 
;reat Mediator and high-priest : And hence, Christ calls 
if the door : John x. 9..../am the door : by mr, if any man 
in^ he shall be saved: And hence, also, he calls himself 
oy to the Father : John luv. 6..../ am the way^ the truths 
xe life: No moHfonitth to the Father but by me; for through 
saith the Ap06de««.«Eph. iL 18), we both have an access^ 
e spirit, unto t/ie Father •• and also, through him^ God is re- 
ding the world to himse^, sending ambassadors, and beseech* 
fiem to be reconciled..».IL Cor. v. 19,20.— Which leads 
the next thing proposed. 

SECriOK VL 
EW OF THE METHODS OF DIVINE GRACE WITH MANKIND^ 
FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD. 

I am to show what methods the great Governor of the 
I hits entered upon, in order to fut in execution those designs 
rajw/iich he had in view when he contrived to open this 
., in such a wonderful and ghrious manner, by the interposi^ 
fhis oivn dear Son, 

le most high God is conscious of his own infinite ezcel- 
•o.his right to, and authority over the children of ] 
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He sees manlcind as being under infinite cbligatioos to love and 
o))ey him, and that the least defect is an infinite evil : He 
judges the law to be holy, just, and good.. ..and mankind whoDy 
to blame for their non-confonnity thereto, and irorthy to be 
dealt with according to it : He knows their contrariety to him, 
to his law, and to his gospel : He sees all these things as they 
really are : His infinite wisdom sees how it is fit for such an 
one as he is, now, through a mediator, to conduct towards such 
a world as this is : He sees what conduct is most becoming, 
and, all things considered, most meet and suitable : and todiis 
conduct the perfect rectitude of his nature prompts and inclines 
him. Upon the whole, he necessarily and freely determines 
to act like himself ; i. e. like an absolute Sovereign, infinite in 
wisdom, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth. This was his 
determination from eternity — this is his determination in time 
—and according to this rule he actually proceeds, in sill his 
methods with a sinful, guilty, obstinate world — JForimg atl 
things according to the counsel of his omvn T<;/7/....Eph« i. 11— 
sovereignly, and yet wiscly.,..holily and justly, and yet as the 
Lord God gracious and merciful^ slow to anger ^ and abundant in 
goodnesa and truth. As is his nature, such is his conduct ; and 
hence his conduct exhibits to us the ver)' image of his heart 
Thus it is in the impetration, and thus it is in the application of 
our rod( mption, and in all the methods he takes with a guilty 
world ill general; And hence, all his ways are calculated to 
exalt (iod, and humble the sinner — ^to honor the law, and dis- 
countenance sin — to exclude boasting, and to glorify grace ;— 
as we shall more fully sec in what follows : 

(I.) As being the supreme Lord and sovereign Ruler of the 
whole world, he does, through Jesus Christ, the great Media- 
tor, the Iximb slain from the foviulation of the world,, by whom 
hislionor has been secured — he does, I say, through Yiwa^graniy 
aml^ bij an act of grace^ confirm to the world of mankind^ a 
general reprieve from that utter ruin which was threatened hf 
the law,, and to which an apostate world were exposed. Total 
destruction was threytcncd in case of disobedience : Gen, li. If 
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••••j&i dying thou shall die; i. e. thou shaltdie with a witness...* 
thy ruin shall be complete. And now nothing could be expectp 
edbut a dreadful doom, and to be sealed down imder everlast- 
ing despair : But, instead of this, the great God dooms the 
tempter^ and threatens utter ruin to his new-erected kingdom : 
Gen. iii. 14, \S...,Because thou hast done this^ thou artcursed^^ 
and thy head shall be bruised. But guilty man is reprieved 
from a total ruin, and albwed a space for repentance : And the 
world has now stood almost six thousand years, reprieved by 
the tender mercy of God, through Jesus Christ. 

Indeed, certain evils were denounced by the Majesty of 
heaven, as standing monuments of his displeasure, always to 
attend a guilty race while in this world. Peculiar sorrows 
were appointed to women, and hard labor and toil to men, and 
sickness and pain to both, till death should put an end to their 
reprieve and to their space for repentance...(ver. 16—19) :— 
And when our day to die shall come, we are not to know : 
we lie at mercy, and God acts sovereignly : so long as he plea^ 
aes, so long shall we be reprieved, and no longer : And thus, 
while tender mercy appears in the general reprieve, the holi- 
ness, and justice, and sovereignty of God appear in the manner 
of it. God is exalted — a guilty world lies at his mercy — ^they 
4ire, in a sense, continually imder his rod, and every moment 
liable to drop into an eternal hell : They are held up in his 
hand....hell gapes to receive them, and now he lets one fall, 
and then another....now this, and then that, just as it seems 
good in his sight. Surely, this is awful ! Surely, mankind ai e 
in very humbling circumstances, and in circumstanses wonder- 
fully calculated to awaken them to repent^ and pray to God, if 
peradventure their wickedness may be forgiven. 

When the general reprieve, granted to this lower world, shall 
come to a period, then will the great Judge of the world pro- 
ceed, with all who shall be found impenitent, according to krwy 
without any mixture of mercy. The present reprieve, granted 
as a space jbr repentance, is not of the Unv^ but of mere grace 
through JesuM Christ. Now grace takes place, and patience, 
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forbearance, and long-suffering, sit on the throne : but then 
knu shall take place, and strict justice reign. The mediatioa 
of Christ, at present, secures the honor of law and jusdce, 
and opens the door for grace ; but then the day of grace will be 
at an end : A guilty world shall no longer be treated in a way 
of mercy, and favored on Christ's account ; but be proceeded 
against in flaming fire and terrible vengeance, and every one 
be punished according to his deserts. How long the day of 
God's patience with a guilty world is to last, we know not, A 
guilty world lies at his mercy, and may be all summoned to the 
bar when he pleases. Surely this is awful and awakening ! 
but this is the state in which God means to show s^ long-suf* 
fering, and to exercise and display the infinite patience of his 
nature : and surely this should lead its to repentance ! Thus, 
this is one step in a way of mercy, which God, in his infinite 
grace through Jesus Christ, has taken widi a guilty worid. 
And what is the improvement which mankind are disposed to 
make of it ? Why, because sentence against their evil rvoris is 
not executed speedily y therefore the heart of the Sons of men is 
fully set in them to do m/...,Ecclc. viii. 1 1. 

(2.) Another favor granted to mankind in general by the 
great Governor of the world, through Jesus Christ, is, a ccwi- 
petency of the good things of this life for their comfortable support^ 
while under this reprieve^ and in this new state ofprobatioiu 
By law, mankind, for their apostacy, stood disinherited of eve- 
ry good thing, doomed to a complete destruction...,Gfw. ii, IT; 
but now, through a Mediator, they are dealt with in a way of 
mercy. It is true,in token of the divine displeasure, God turned 
man oat of paradise, and cursed the ground, and subjected 
man to hard labor, {Gen. iii.) but then, at the same time, for 
Christ's sake, a general grant of many good things is made to 
a guilty world : They are allowed to live on God's earth.... 
breathe in his air...see by tlia light of his sun...to eat of the herb 
of the field, and to eat bread in the sweat of their face....to clodic 
themselves with the skins of slain beasts.. ..Ge^j. iii. They are 
allowed summer and wintcr....sced-time and har\'est ; and the 
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beasts of the field are given to them...»Gtfn. viii. 22, and ix. 1, 
2, 3 : Yea, it has been God's way abundantly to do good to a 
guilty world....^0 send raiuj and grant fruitfid seasons^ and fill 
the hearts of men tmth food and giadne8s*...Acts xiv. 17 : So 
diat, considering we are an apostate, guilty worid, we may well 
aay, with the Psalmist, The earth isftdl of the goodness of the 
Zord....F8ilm laaiiu 5 ; and this, notwithstanding all the ca- 
lamities which over-spread the whole earth ; for we are now 
to attribute every thing in our circumstances, whereby we are 
better of it than the damned in hell are, to the mere mercy and 
goodness of God, through Jesus Christ : Thus God reprieves 
a guihy world, and grants them food and raument, to the intent 
diat they may have a space for repentance. Surely now it it 
vile, infinitely vile, to despise the riches of his goodness^ and for^ 
learance^ and hng^suffering^ and not to take it in and under* 
stand it, that the goodness of God should lead us to repentance : 
And it is great madness* after our hard and impenitent hearts 
to go on in our rebellion^ and treasure up wrath against the day 
cfwrath^ and revelation of the righteous judgment of God*.*. 
Rom. ii. 4, 5 : And yet this is the general temper, and com- 
mon way of the worid. 

(3.) Another common fiivor granted to mankind, upon 
Christ's account, is, a general resurrection from the dead^ (I* 
Cor. XV. 21,) to the intent that all who believe, repent, and re- 
turn to God through Jesus Christ, may be completely happy in 
■oul and body forever. It is certain the law threatened death, 
but made no provision for a resurrection : and if the law had 
been executed, and no mediator provided, we have no reason 
to think there ever would have been any resurrection : And I 
cannot see why a general resurrection may not be considered 
under the notion of a mercy in itself, notwithstanding many, 
by their final impenitence, lay a foundation for their being rai- 
sed up to everlasdng shame and confusion. I am ready to think 
Aat to be raised from the dead must surely be of the nature of 
%mercy^ and so be the effect of Christ's merits ; but the panic- 
Qlsr manner in which the wicked shall be raised, may never- 
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theless be considered as zfnmishmenij and so be the eflfect of 
their sin and final impenitence* Christ's merit lay% die finm- 
dation for a general resurrecdon ; and all who believe and repent 
shall be raised up to glory and complete blessedness ; and all 
who die in their sins shall be raised up to shame and complete 
misery. 

(4.) There are also divers other things granted to mankind 
in general, which seem pretty evidendy to be of die nature of 
mercies, and so to be owing to the interposition and merits of 
our glorious Mediator, Christ Jesus, the only Mediator be» 
tween God and a sinful, giulty world — to whose merits and me- 
diadon, every thing which mankind enjoy, which is of die na^ 
ture of a mercy, is to be attributed ;— -divers things, I say, 
whereby much is done towards putdng such an apostate race 
of beings into a capacity of comfortably living together in this 
world, while they are in their new state of probadon ;— divers 
things in our temper, which seem originally to take their rise 
very much from that temperament of body and animal consti- 
tution which God, our Former, gives us ; — ^there is a natural 
good humor J a natural compassion^ a natural modesty^ and natr 
ural affections : These things, in a greater or less degree, we 
find to be natural to men, and to have a vcr)' great influence to 
keep under and restrain their corruptions, and to incline and 
prompt to many acdona materially good, and gready for die 
comfort of human society and benefit of mankind in general : 
These things do evidendy keep mankind fix)m abundance of 
wickedness, which otherwise they would commit ; — they have 
a heart for a thousand abominadons, but these things restrain 
them : and these things do evidendy put mankind on to a thou- 
sand actions materially good, which otherwise they would never 
do : they have a heart bad enough to neglect them, but these 
things excite them to do them. Were it not for these and 
other restraints, I see not why mankind should not be as bad 
in this world, as they will be in the next. Wicked men have 
no wickedness infused into them at death; and therefore they 
have no other nature, no other principle of sin in their hearts, 
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after they are dead, dian they had before: but, as soon as they 
are dead, they are evidendy no doubt as universally contrary 
to God and all that is good, as the devils themselves. As 
soon as ever those things which now restrain them are all re- 
moved, their true temper appears without any disguise. It is 
no doubt, therefore, a great mercy for mankind to be thus re- 
strained. They enjoy more comfort«...they commit less sin.... 
they merit less puni8hment....they are under better advantages 
to live together, to enjoy the means of grace and attend to the 
offers of mercy by Jesus Christ* ^ho is the Savior of all meti^ 
but especially of them that believe...!. Tim. iv. 10. 

Thus the great God, instead of executing the sentence of the 
law in all its severity upon a guilty world, does, through the 
mediationof Jesus Christ, grant to mankind in general these 
common favors :— They arc reprieved from a total ruin — have 
a comfortable maintenance in this world allowed them — a gen- 
eral resurrection is decreed — several natural endowments are 
granted, to restrain from bad actions, and to prompt to actions 
materially good: And hereby the Governor of the world lias 
laid the foundation, and prepared the way to go on to use the 
methods he designed, more immediately tending to reclaim 
and recover a sinful, guilty world to himself ; for now man- 
kind are put into a sort of capacity of being treated with in 
such a way. 

These things ought deeply to affect mankind. We lie under 
many calamities, and yet enjoy many mercies in this our natu- 
ral state of guilt and condemnation ; all which ought to be im- 
proved to awaken, Convince, and humble us, and lead us to re- 
pent, and cry to God for pardoning mercy and sanctifying grace, 
and predispose us cordially to receive and embrace that revela- 
tion, which God has made in his word, of our ruin, and the way 
of our recovery. 

But, through the great blindness and corruption of mankind, 
these things have had a very contrary effect. Mankind, find- 
ing themselves thus reprieved, and thus kindly treated by God, 
have many of them hereby been led to think they are in pretty 
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good 8tanding....not by nature children ofwrath^zsiA under 
condemnaiim. The devil told Eve iiity shouU not mrehf iSe ; 
to, many are now ready to think that the oldlaw, which threats 
cned the least sin with death, is repealed ; and that we are now 
born into the world free from any guilt : And mankmd, find* 
' ing themselves endowed with natural modesty^ good-^iumor^ 
compassioUy &c. are ready to dream that they arc bom into the 
world without any sinful corruption of nature, but rather as 1m> 
ly as Adam in innocence ; and hence are very insensible 
of any need of such a Redeemer and Sanctifier as are provi* 
ded : And so they are predisposed to dislike that revelatioa 
which God has made in his word concerning our ruin and the 
way of our recover^' : And hence mankind are strongly bent to 
misunderstand, and misinterpret, and disbelieve the law and 
the gospeL And besides, by this goodness and fiDrbearance 
of God, men are emboldened in siii, as if it were not a veiy 
great evil, nor God ver^- much set against it. They begin to 
think God is all made up of mercy, and that they are in no great 
danger \ And so, after their hard and impemtent hearts^ they go 
on to treasure up wrath against the day ofwrath^ and revelation 
of the righteous judgment of God. Thus God and his goodness 
are abused by this vile, wicked raceof apostate, rebellious crea- 
tures : And, indeed, all this is no more than was expected: 
great reason, therefore, was there for him so effectually 
to secure his own honor, and the honor of his holy law, 
by the interposition of his own dear Son as Mediator. And 
now, let mankind be ever so bad, he can go on with his meth- 
ods of mercy, to accomplish all his designs of grace ; and all con- 
sistently with the honor ofhis holiness and justice,law and gov- 
ernment, and sacred authority. 

(5.) Mankind being naturally very insensible of their sinfiil, 
guilty, ruined state — and totally ignorant of, and unable to find 
out, any way of obtaining the divine favor, and wholly averse, 
in the temper of their hearts, to a genuine return to God ; there- 
fore God, ofhis infinite grace through Jesus Christ, has, in va- 
rious ways, and divers manners, according to the goodpleasurt 
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of his will, by immediate revelation from heaven, set before 
mankind their ruin, and the way of their recovery....oirered 
many arguments, motives, and encouragements, to persuade 
them to return, and denounced terrible threatenings to deter 
them from going on in their rebellion, and directed them, in the 
use of certain meaos of grace, to seek for the inward influences 
of the holy spirit, to awaken and convince, to humble and con- 
vert, and effectually recover them to God, through the great 
Mediator. 

(6.) And, because the Most High sees that, through the very 
bad temper of mankind, this external revelation, although 
most excellendy adapted thereto, yet, if left to themselves, 
would finally prove altogether ineffectual to recover any of 
mankind ; yea, so very far from it, that mankind would not 
80 much as rightly understand or believe it, or seriously take 
matters into.consideration, but would misunderstand and per- 
vert it, and finally universally disbelieve and renounce and for- 
get it, and not suffer it to have any room in the world : there- 
fore he has, from the beginning of the world, and does still, and 
will to the end of the world, by the inward influences of hit 
spirit, and by the outward dispensations of his providence, 
carry on, according to his sovereign pleasure, the work of hit 
grace««..accomplish his etenial purposes of mercy....recover sin- 
ners to himself...maintain true religion ia the world. •..preserve 
his chiu*ch...gather in all the elect.«.display all his g'orious per- 
fections in his dealings with mankind, and get to himself a 
great name in the end; exhibiting in his whole conduct, from 
first to last, the n^ost lively image of himself. 

In these two last particulars we have a general account of 
those methods which God does take with a sinful, guilty race, 
more immediately tending to their recovcr\% which we may 
see exemplified in his dealings with mankind, from the begin- 
ning. 

1. In the earliest ages of the world, immediately after the 
faUy he began to enter upon these methods of grace : he taught 
our first parcnu their ruin, and the way of their recovery by the 
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promised seed; and instituted sacrifices to typify the great 
atonement, which should afterwards be made for the ans of 
the world....6^w. iii : And what he taught our first parents, 
they taught their children : and hence Cain and Abel^ and after- 
generations, learnt to worship God by sacrifice..«»Gm. iv. 3 — 8. 
Now Adam lived until Methuselah was two hundred and forty- 
six years old, and Methuselah lived until Shem was an hundred 
years old, and Shem lived until the time of Abraham and Isaac — 
yea, till I^aac was fifty years old; so that the news of Adasit 
fall...of the ruin of mankind, and of salvation by the seed of 
t/ie woman, might easily have been handed down by tradition 
fit>m one to another, and all mankind might have been fully 
acquainted with these things : And besides these external teach- 
ings and means of grace, God granted the ipward influences 
of his spirit, whereby some were effectually recovered to God, 
of whom were Abely Enochs and Noah^ who were also signaliz- 
ed by divine Providence.«..G^/i. iv. 4. and v. 22. and vi. 9. com- 
pared with Heb. xi. 4—7. 

But while God thus early began to use methods for the re- 
cover}' of a sinful, guilty world to himself, they began early to 
show their aversion to God, and unwillingness to return^ Cam 
seems, by the sacrifice which he offered, quite insensible that 
he was a fallen creature, and that he needed an atonement for 
sin. He brought only of the fruit of the ground for a thank- 
ofl'ering, (like the Pharisee in Luke xviii. whose prayer consist- 
ed only in thanksgiving, without any faith or repentance) but 
brought none of the flock for a sin-offering, (Gen. iv.) although 
%vithoiU shedding of blood there couldbe no rcimssion....Yith. ix. 
22. He was a formal, impenitent h}'pocrite, nor would God 
accept him ; but -46^/ found favor in the sight of the Lord by 
faith.. ..i^jr^. xi. 4 : And therefore Cain was angr}' at God, and 
enraged at his brother, and murdered him, and cast off all reli- 
gion, and gave himself up to ser\x his lusts : yea, he forsook 
the visible church of God, and departed, and went into the 
land of AW. And thus he, and, afterwards, his posterity after 
him, join to renounce true religion, and openly distinguish 
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themselves from God^s visible people on earth«...6fii. iv. 16. 
And it seems good to the supreme Governor of the woiid even 
to let them all take their way, and act their own nature. 

For a while true religion was maintained in the family of 
Seth....Gcn. iv. 26 : and to put honor upon the practice there- 
of, £/i^A was translated to heAven....Gen. v. 24: But yet, in 
process of time, they degenerated and became so much like 
-the restof the world — like the posterity of Cain^ that they were 
disposed to relish their company, and marry their daughters.... 
Cen. vi. 2. And then presently the contagion spread — The 
tviciedness of mankind in general was great upon the earthy (ven 
S.y^AUJlesh corrupted their ways^ and the earthkoas filled with 
violence^ (ven 1 1 , 12.) And now the great Governor of the world 
Taises up Noahj and makes him z preacher ofrighteousness ,- and 
-Noah preaches, and God waits an hundred and twenty years ; 
but mankind will not be reformed, and therefore God gives 
over that generation, and drowns the world by an universal 
deluge. Firsty Mankind break through all the restraints ly- 
ing upon them....discover the very temper of their hearts....pub* 
lidfshow their aversion to God, their disregard of his grace, 
^ir utter unwillingness to return, and their perverse propen- 
'tity to go on in their rebellion. Secondly ^ God, through the 
Mediator, uses means to reclaim them, and shows all Jong- 
■uilering, and so tries them. Thirdly^ They, remaining ob- 
■tinate...trampling under fix)t his authority, and despbing his 
goodness, he, at last, in a most public manner, executes righte* 
ous vengeance upon them. He displays his infinite goodness 
and patience in waidng so long, and using so many means for 
their recovery: he displays his sovereignty in waiting but just 
so long, and in taking but just so much pains with them : he 
displajrs his holiness, justice, and truth, in bringing that de- 
striicdon upon them at the very time before threatened : and, 
in the whole, he displays his infinite wisdom — ^his whole con* 
duct being excellendy well calculated to make all succeeding 
generations know that he is the Lord, and suited to msdntain 
the honor of his holiness, justice, goodness, and truth...of liis 
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law and governmeiit, and sacred authoritjr: And thus vcaee 
irfiat mediods God to6k with the dd worid, togdhcr widithe 
resuk of aU. And now, 

2. We come to take a brief view of his ways iritfa man k iwi 
Mince thejloodt and of thdr carriage towards him. There is 
no doubt but that Noah had received by tradidon and wdl 
understood the £dl of Adanu..die ruin of mankind^tfae wsgr 
o{rtcaverybytheseedofthcwom4BU..Ac insdtiitiaiit end, and 
deugQ of sacrifices: And there is no doubt but duit he fiud^ 
fully instructed his children, in what he himadf knew; and 
they might have taught their chiMrsn» and they die gencndon 
following, and so all the worid might have known die waqf of 
salvation through a mediator: And it is certain that dua would 
have been the case, had mankind been in a disposition sufi* 
dendy to have prized the knowledge of diese things : But wrikn 
they Anew God, by parental instrucdon, they did not gtonfy 
him as God ; neitherwere they thankfid for these advantages 
which infinite go<xiness had granted diem, (Ronu L 9U).tel 
became vain in their imaginations^ and their foolish heart was 
darkened: And they soon lost the knowledge of true religion, 
and fell off to idolatry, and changed theghry of the incorrupti' 
ble God into an image made like unto cormptibk man^ and to 
birds^andfourfootedbeasts^and creeping things^ (y^r. 23.) For 
they did not like to retain God in their knowkdge, (ver. 28.) 
And when mankind, presently after the flood, did thus puU 
licly discover the temper of their hearU, by renouncing the 
true God and true religion, and falling away to idolatry an4 
superstition, and all manner of wickedness ;•— I say, when man- 
kind, notwithstanding the bte awful warning they had had by 
the universal deluge, did thus quickly show themselves sq 
entirely disposed to their sinful and rebellious courses— JFcr 
this cause God gave themup^(ytr. 24, 26, 28.)— <ven suffered 
th^m to take their own way, and run their own ruin. The 
whole earth might allliave been God's people, and hia visible 
family, but they would not : they might all have retained the 
knowledge of the uue God and of die way to life, butUicy 



DX8TX1IGUI8HBD TEOK ALL COfrHTEEniTB. 377 

iSdiM Sit tOj and God was not obliged to make them, and 
Aerefore he even let them take their own course; and fet took 
caarty in after ages, not to leave lumself without witness, but, 
ibjr many wonderful worics, to let all the nations of the earth 
inotif thai he war the Lord : And if any would repent and 
return, he made pitmsion finr their reception as proselytes into 
tfa^ Jewish church : And doubtless here and there one, from 
tf ge to age, hy the inward influences of his blessed spirit, were 
btoufl^ so to do; wndthe rest were blinded^ as is saidina 
paraOel ca8e».«Rom» s. 7« 

" And now the knowledgrof the true God, and of true religion, 
iftuat presendy'have been lost from cff the face of the whola 
einrdi, and never have been recovered, and saian had the most 
loB possession of the whole world to the latest posterity, had 
not free and sovereign grace interposed in a most wonderful 
manner, in tins dark and awful juncture: But, in this very sea- 
Mm, God was pleased, of his own mere goodness and sovereign ^ 
pleasure, still through the appointed mediator^ by die gracious 
influences of his spirit, and by immediate revelations, and by 
the special dispentetions of his providence, to preserve to him- 
self a seed to serve him» He called Abram alone, as it were, 
fit>m the rest of die woiid^ and blessed him; he made further 
revelations to him touching iht promised seedj and entered into 
a covenant to be lus God, and the God of his children after 
Inm : And now^ a new world of wonders begins to open to our 
▼iew, in the £vine dispensations towards Abram and his seed..* 
Gen. xii, &c» 

Note — ^While God was doing these things with Abraham, the 
rest of the world grew wicked apace ; and therefore God 
thought fit to give a specimen of the temper of his heart, and 
let the nations knoiv that he was the Lord, by raining Jlre and 
brithstone out of heaven upon Sodom and Gomorrah^ wlu^were 
remarkably wicked; and, at the same time, delivering righteous 
Lotj (Gen. x.) — ^A dispensation so remarkable, and never the 
like before heard of, that no doubt it flew like lightning all the 
Worid over, and spread terror and surprize through the guihy 
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nations : Howsoever, ybr aO thisj they turned not to the Lord. 
—Well, Abraham is circumcised, with all hn house ho ld, and 
true religion is taught and maintained in his funiljr, and Isaac 
his son, and Eleazer his servant, sieem to have been saving^ 
wroug^ upon by divine grace: And God blesses Abraham, 
and he becomes very great; and God protects him wherever 
he goes, to the honor of his great name, in the midst of an 
idolatrous world. Nevertheless, the woild, instead of grow- 
ing wiser and better by all this, which doubtless was heard of 
and much wondered at among the nations, they grew worse 
and worse — ^yea, wickedness appears openly in Abraham's 
family itself. Ishmael discovers a bad spirit; he mocks at 
Isaac.«..Gen. xxi. 9: And he that tuas bom after the^Mh^per^ 
secuted him that was bom after the spirit.m.Gdl. iv. 29 : So that 
he was, in a sort, excommunicated and cast out of God's visi* 
ble family ; and it Js not long before true religion is a thbg 
unknown amoog his numerous posterity : And they who were 
of the seed of Abraham according to the flesh, were nownum* 
hered with the heathen. Thus, after this sort, it fared with 
Cain, the first persecutor--and thus it fares with Ishmael, for 
the warning of all godless and carnal professors : And yet, from 
age to age, this same temper has appeared, and yet still does 
appear, although, perhaps, this sin, from tlie beginning of the 
world to this day, has never yet gone unpunished. 

Now, it was said. In Isaac siudl thy seed be caUed: And 
with him God renewed the covenant, and to him the promises 
were repeated, and God blessed him^ and he became very 
great ; and he also was under a special divine protection — ^Yet 
there was ^profane Esau in his family, who made so light of 
the spiritual blessings of Abraham, as, for a mere trifle, to sell 
his birth-right: And he afterwards became a persecutor of his 
brother Jacob, and his posterity soon lost the knowledge of the 
true Cftd and of the true religion, and degenerated into a state 
of heathenism* 

Nor can it be attributed to any thing but the free and sovc* 
reign grace of God, that Jacob and his seed did not do so too. 
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But SO it was ; for so it seemed good in the eyes of him, who 
has mercy on whom he will have mercy j and whose purpose^ 
according to election, ahvaye stands independent of works... 
Rom. ix. 11 : I say, so it was, through die power of him. 
who worketh all things according to the counsel of his own witt^ 
that when all the other nations of the earth were suffered to 
renounce the true God and the true religion, that in JacobGod 
was known, and his name was great in iirrariL— Never was 
there a nation which discovered a stronger propensity to idola- . 
try, and all manner of wickedness, than they : And notwith- 
standing all the mighty restraints, by God laid upon them, they 
were almost perpetually breaking through all, and rushing on 
like the horse into the batde. Neither warmngs, nor threaten* 
iogs, nor the authority of God^ nor the tears of their prophets, 
nor the most terrible judgments, were ever able effectually to 
restrain that people and turn them to God: And had not God 
always, by his special grace, kept a remnant for himself, they 
would have been like Sodom^ and like to Gomorrah...Isai. i. 2—9 
^^Rom. xL S — 7. 

Now ^ divine perfecdons were most illustriously display- 
ed, in the divine conduct towards this people, from age to age ; 
and that not only before their faces, but also in die eyes of all 
the nations round about them. Marvellous thmgs were wrought 
in Egypt, and wonders at the Red Sea, and forty years in the 
wilderness, which no doubt did ring through the world, and 
were enough to have made all the earth know that he was the 
Lord, and, but for their perverse stubbornness, to have brought 
them all to vrorship him, and him only— -But all this was so far 
from reclaiming the heathen nations, that it hardly tamed the 
Israelites themselves. They rebelled at Tiberah, and at Mas- 
sah, and at Kibroth-Uattaavah, and were perpetually provo* 
king the Lord to wrath...De\xUaL» When he slew them^ then 
they sought him; and returned and enquired early after God. 
Nevertheless^ they did fatter him with their mouthy and lied 
unto him with their tongues : For their heart was not right with 
bim^ neither were they ste^ast in /us covenant..»FaaLba:9ium 
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94—37: And many a time wane they widnB a 
of dettnictioo, and woidd mudy lunre been iMcrijr dtmnyei^ 
but diaft he wrotijghtjbr to gnai nam^9 aaif >.,E»Dd> joodL 
— 'Num. ziv«— Eaelu zz. 

So agam, in die days of Josbiia^ he Prided Jonbo, mni 
drwe vuX tht heaihen before thewij andgaoe them tkeirMmim 
fomtnmn^midmaie the trikee pfbraA dwell in their iemie : Tet 
they tfienvarde tempted andfraookedthe mesthighGed^ and 
heft net hie teetimomeeybuttumedback esnddeak m^mUfidhf hie 
their/iahers : they preveied him to emgervithUi^ high flmcee^ 
andmaeedhim to jeakuey with their graeen inutgee^mmPwdm 
Ixsviii. 54-^8— Judg. it. 5—40. And noir, for die flfaoe of 
many yean, Godr by nuaiog ^jmfgee^ and by aeafing^n;^ 
H«, and ezecatmg jodgoMnta, cfid Idior to K&ifm diem ; hot al 
ttytanitaetheyquicUytiirnedaiidefSbeadeDeitfklbew: Hov* 
ever, in die atiean whik^ die goodness and patience of God o& 
die one hand, and his hoUnemaodjustiGe on die other, were 
iHnatrioiisly &pbyed by his wondeiftd works in die midst of 
die eanh, to be.sounded out among all nations, diat an die eaidi 
TmfjtH know that he rvae the Lord. 

In the days of Oavid and Scrfomon, God wrought for hie 
great name^s sake^ and exalted his people, and made Israel hon* 
orable in the sight of all nations ; yet were they not sincere in 
his sight : and when outward restnunts were afterwards taken 
off, they soon discovered the hidden temper of their hearts— 
that they did not care for God or his worship, but liked Dan 
and BetM as well as the temple of Jerusalem : Thus did the 
ten tribes ; nor was their treacherous sister, Judah, more sin- 
cere. When a good king reigned, they would pretend to be 
good ; and when a bad king reigned, they stood ready for idols : 
And now God sent judgment upon them time after time, and 
sent all his servants, the prophets, saying, do not this abomi* 
nable tmng which my soul hateth : but they would not hearken. 
The Lord God of their fathers sent to them by his messengers^ 
rising up betimes and sending; because he had compassion orijus 
people^ and on his dwelling-place : but they mocked the messengers 
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ofGod^ and desfustd hii wonkj and mkuaed his prophets^ tmiil 
the wrath of God arose agmnst his people, till there was no 
remedy: Therefore he brought upon them the king of the Choi- 
dees, andgaoe them all into his hand....lL Chron. xxxvL 15, 
16, 17. 

However, God WBt tenderly touched at the public reproach, 
and dishonor to which his great name was escpcMed, in the eyes 
oi insulting nations all around, who dapped their hands, and 
stampedwith their feet, and rejoiced with all their heart, for what 
was done to the people called by Ms name— glorying that their 
God was no better than the dumb idols which they served.—^ 
Wherefore God raised up the prophet Ecekiel, who clears up 
God^s conduct towards his people, in chapters 16diand 18th, 
and on—and dooms the neighboring nations in the name of 
God, declaring what judgment should come upon them from 
the hand of God for their insults^ whereby they should 
be made to inow that he was lAeLoaD.*-a8 in the 25di to diap^ 
ter 31. And now, also, Daniel and his companions were by 
God raised up, that by them his name might become greiit in*^ 
the eyes of all nations : And for them he works such dcliveiv 
anoes as to constrain the haughtymonarchs of the earth to issue 
out dieir decrees through all the world, that none should speai- 
any thing amiss against the God of Shadnich, Meshach, and^ 
Abednego^ upon pain of being att inpieces^tmd dieir houses 
made a dunghill — and that, in all their dominions^ men should* 
fear and tremble before the God of Daniel, (DanAu. S% and vi« 
26.) Surely the infinite wisdom of God appears most wonder- ^ 
fully, in all the astonishing methods which he has taken to make 
himself known, and to keep up the honor of his great name 
among such a wicked, God-hating race of betngs ! 

And DOW, all this while, there was notliing but the infinite 
goodness, and free and sovereign grace of God, together with 
hb covenant faithfulness, to move him^ot to cast off and ut* ' 
tfxfy reject hb people, and let them be scattered among die 
hjsatben, and their name perish from off the eardu It was for* 
his great name^s sake that he wrought sah^ation for them from 
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time to time... JS2<ri. xx. When there was no modve in them, 
but every thing to the contrary — then, for his own sake, he un- 
dertook to write his law in their hearts^ andfut it in their inward 
part8....to be their God^ and make them hiapeopk^ and to remem* 
ber their iniquities no more against them^andto bring them back 
to their orm land, and plant them, and build them ii^....Esek« 
xxxvi. 16—34. 

And however, by the Babylonish captivitfr, the Jewish peo- 
ple were pretty thoroughly cured of their idolatrous dispoeidon, 
yet, after their return, and after the godly men of that genera- 
tion were dead, they soon began to show that they were as averse 
to God, and the life of religion, as ever : And yet, all these things 
notwithstanding, God is determined to make one trial more. 
He had sent one servant after another, and they had been beat- 
en, and stoned, and put to shame, and sent away emp^ : Now, 
tfierefore, he sends his only Son, to see if they will hear him': 
and behold they say. Come, let us kill him....MBL tsx. 33 — 39* 
Wherefore, at last, God determines to cast oiF that nation^ (ver* 
41,) and to go and try the heathen, whom, fof a long timefk he 
had suffered to take their own ways. 

And now, to his aposdes Christ gives commission, to go in- 
to all the earthy and preach the gospel to every creature ; and he 
that believeth, says he, shall be saved; and he that believeth net 
shall be damned : And they run, and preach, and cry, Repent, 
and turn from your dumb idols, to serve the living God. And 
had not they been stopped, they would soon have carried the 
news all round the world : But Jews and Gentiles combine to- 
gether, and earth and hell are in arms to defeat the design ; 
nevertheless, as many as were ordained to eternal life, believed : 
And God carried on his work throitgh a sea of blood, and in 
.about three hundred years conquered the Rtmnm Tm|nre. 

No sooner is this done, but the mystery of iniquity begins to 
work,and the man of sin to bere\'caled. Hie devil and his ser- 
vants turn their coat, and, under the cloak of religion and good 
order, establish the kingdom of satan in a new form : for it is 
the nature of mankind to hate true religion. And now And- 
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shnst reigns, and scatters the holy people^ and wears out the 
saints of the most high^ for a timej and times j and half a time* 
In the mean while, ^Ae woman flies into the wilderness ^ the 
witnesses prophecy in sackcloth^ until, at last, the witnesses them- 
adves are slain : And now religion is driven even just out of 
Ae world, and there had been no hope, but that God awoke as 
one out of sleeps like a mighty man that shouteth by reason of 
rvine. And behold tlie spirit of life from God enters into the 
Huo witnesses, that is, Luther and Calvin, and others their 
contemporaries ; and they stood upon their feet y and great fear fell 
upon them which satu them : And God put them out of their en- 
emies reach: And there was a great earthquake f and a tenth 
fart of the cityfell...Rey* ix: And a glorious day began to 
dawn* 

But now, it is not long before many turn heretics and en- 
thusiasts, and the world rises in arms, and, by fire and sword, 
endeavors to demolish the redeemer's kingdom. However, 
God wrought for his great name's sake, and has ever since 
beea working, and will go on conquering and to conquer, until 
all the nations of the earth are brought into subjection to his 
son. 

. Thus we have taken a brief view of the methods which God 
has taken to recover a sinful, guilty world, to himself: The 
external means we have chiefly dwelt upon ;— upon the inters 
7udy something farther shall be added presently : but let us first 
make ^a few remarks. 

Rem. 1« Had not mankind been wholly to blame, they might 
all qi them, from the beginning, have enjoyed the benefit of 
divine revelation — Nothing secluded them therefrom, but their 
own bad temper and bad conduct : And had not mankind 
been wholly to blame, they might all of them have enjoyed 
the gospel, and had it preached all over the world to this day 
— 'Nothing has hindered it but their own perverse obstinacy... 
their hating the light, and hating the truth. Strange it is, 
therefore, that some men of learning should be so full of char- 

.3 B 
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rity for the heathen, who thus hate God, despise Christ, and 
reject the gospel.* 

Rem. 2. Mankind have manifested the highest degree of 
aversion to God and true religion from the beginning of the 
world, and that almost in all possible ways. Hundreds, and 
thousands, and millions, have they in theur rage put to deadi, 
and that in the most cruel and barbarous manner — Stiange it 
is» therefore, that so many matters of fact have not, to this 
day, convinced mankind that they are truly enemies to God^ 
Strange that they can have the face to make the old pretence, 
and say, If we had been in the days of our fathers^ jve xvouU 
not have been partakers with them in the blood oftheprophetSmm- 
Mat* xxiii. 30^— when all the dme, from age to age, diey have 
i>een acdng over the old scene. . . 

Rem. 3. It has been owing wholly and entirely to the free 
grace and almighty power of God, diat the church has been 
preserved^ and true religion not driven quite out of the woridi 
It is one of the greatest miracles that ever was wrought. 

Rem. 4. God has always acted sovereignly in choosing what 
family, nation, or nations, he would preserve true religion 
among ; all being by nature equally averse to God, and equally 
unworthy : and has always acted justly in giving over other 
&milies and nations for their sin and apostacy. 

Rem. 5. The whole scheme of the divine conduct has been 
most excellently calculated to display all the divine perfection 
to the best advantage; and it does exhibit to us the very image 
of his heart in strong and lively colors. But to proceed, 

• But perhaps some will be ready to say, that there may be many honest 
periOM airumg the heathen, who never heard of the gospel t and never rejected 
it, who may stand Jair for heaven. 

Axs. There is a number of such honest sort of persons among Chris- 
tians, but their natural enmity to God and Christ and gospel-grace is found 
to be as great as others ; and sometimes 'pnhlicans and karTots enter into 
heaven before them — Surely none of them more honest than the young 
man in the gospel, nor ever arrived to greater attainments ; and therefor* 
all of them might do as he did, if under the same circumstances. That 
natural kind of honesty, many times, is an occasion of men's being har- 
dened against Christianity ; for they arc very ready to say, Gcd, I thank 
thee, I am not as othtr 7nm...Iike him in Z.«/e xviii. ' Doubtless these liircH 
heathen would do as their fathers did, had they the opportunity : So the 
honest Jevjs did.... See Mat. xxiii. 28—33. 



( 
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AUhotigh the external means of grace, and remarkable dis- 
pensations of' Providence^ periiaps may/ in a measure, some- 
times restrain mankind, and bring them to a feigned submis- 
sion to God and lus laws ; yet, such is their rooted enmity and 
entire aversion to God and true religion, that not one will 
hereby be brought to repent and sincerely turn to God— .PsaL 
IzxviiL 34— 37. and Ixxxi. 8— 12*...Isa]. v. 1 — 7. Nothing 
short of those inward influences of the sjnrit, which are aU 
mighty and all-conquering, will efiectually attain the end.... 
Mat. XL 20 — 2r....Eph: 1. 19: And therefore, besides the 
external metxM of gracc^ God has, as it were, taken a world 
of pains with ooe and another of mankind by the inxvard influ* 
ences of Ms Spirit. The external means, indeed, which have 
been used, are more open to observation ; and so also is that 
external opposition which mankind have made : but the same 
ends which God has been pursuing by the external means^ viz; 
to convince mankind of their sinful, guilty, ruined state, and 
bring them to return to God through a mediator — the same has 
he been pursuing, by the inward influences of his spirit ; — and 
the same opposition which has openly appeared against the 
means of grace, has also secredy wrought mightily in the hearts 
of men agwist the inward influences of the spirit. Mankind 
are as much inclined to resist the spirit, as they are the tuord 
of God, and that for the same reason and from the same tem- 
per; because both aim at the same thing-— a thing most con- 
trary to their corruptions. 

Perhaps there are some whom God never vouchsafes at all to 
strive with by his spirit ; and these are ready to think there is 
no such thing. Others are a little awakened, and, from self- 
love, the fears of hell, and the hopes of heaven, they reform 
their lives a little, and set about some external duties, and so 
think to make amends for their past sins, and recommend them- 
selves to the divine favor ; but are as great enemies as ever to 
the power of religion : and here God leaves them to perish. 
Others are carried farther, and become more stria and painful, 
but still from the same principles : and there they are left to 
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perish. Not one takes one step in earnest, unless he b driven 
to it ; nor goes one step farther than he is driven : asid there- 
fore God leaves one here, and another there, as seems good in 
His sight. They do not like to retain Gad in their knawltdgej 
and therefore he gives them over to a reprobate mind^ as those 
spoken of in Rom. i. 28. Some^ indeed, are carried very far by 
the common influences of the holy spirit ; they are enHghtenedj 
...they taste of the heavenly gift ^ and of the powers of the world 
to come, and are made partakers of the holy ghost; and yet, after 
2S!L,fall away and perish....Heb. vi. They have a great sense 
of their sinful, guilty, undone state....of the wrath of God, 
and dreadfulness of damnation, and are mightily brought 
down ; and then have a great sense of the mercy of God, the 
dying love of Christ, and the glory of heaven : tmd they 
think they are converted, and they are ravished 'with the 
thought. However, in the end, all is turned to feed their pride 
and their presumption, and to harden and embolden them in 
sin— They are not so much afraid of sin now, because they 
are confident they shall never go to hell: And many times this 
sort of people, through the great swelling of spiritual pride, 
and the immediate influences of Satan, come to have strange 
experiences....tum to be strange creatures....broach strange 
errors, and seem to be nearly forsaken by God, reason, and 
conscience : and yet, (yea, and by the same means) get to be 
the holiest creatures in the world, by their own account. But 
while the sinners, with whom the holy spirit strives, do many 
of them turn out after this sort, some in one way and some in 
another, there are others with whom God makes thorough 
work; that is, makes them thoroughly understand and feel 
their sinful, guilty, helpless, undone state, and see into and 
believe the gospel way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, and 
return home to God in that way : And now they are kept by 
the power of God through faith unto salvation....!. Pet. i. 5. 
And here God has mercy on whom he will have mercy — and 
even so it has been as to the external melius of grace from the 
beginning of the world. With somcy God has taken more 
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pains and longer ; and with other^yless pains and shorter : but 
when all the rest of the world degenerated to heafhemsm, God 
took effectual methods with the Israelites to keep them from 
doing so too : And thus, in a resembling manner, he does 
vdth all the spiritual seed of Abraham-^with his elect : where- 
by, in spite of all opposition, they are brought to g^ory at last : 
they are fed with manrw every day ; the pillar. of cloud by day, 
and of fire by night, is their continual guide \ and the rock 
Tvhich follows them is Christ; i. e. they are fed and are guid* 
ed...they live and are refreshed, and are helped to hold on their 
way, by continual influences from on high, by constant com- 
municatbns of divine grace : And so the path of the just is like 
the shining lighty which shines more and more to the perfect day. 

Remarks. Never is any poor sinner under the light of the 
gospel passed by, without being awakened by the Holy Spirit ; 
but God sees he is deaf to the voice of his word, and hates to 
be awakened, and loves to go on secure. Never is any awak- 
ened unner forsaken by the spirit of God, and left to take his 
own way, and run hb own ruin, but that first he resisted and 
grieved the Holy Spirit, and stifled conviction, and rent away, 
-ms-it were, out of God's hands: And never is a poor sinner 
savingly brought home to God and trained up for heaven, but 
that, from first to last, it was absolutely and entirely owing to 
the infinite goodness, free grace, and almighty power of God : 
And, indeed, thus will it appear at the great day of judgment, 
that all who perish are wholly to blame, and all that are saved 
v3¥ill have none to glory in but the Lord* But I have elsewhere 
so much insisted upon the nature of the influences of the Holy 
Spirit, that I must not here enlarge. 

Thus the way to life is opened by Christ Jesus, and all are 
invited to return and be saved : And thus we see the methods 
which God takes for the recovery of a sinful, guilty world— 
And from all that has been said we may draw these inferetKCs : 

1* It is undoubtedly the duty of poor sinners to be deeply 
affected with all these wonderful methods of divine grace, and 
to strive and labor with the, greatest, painfulness and diligence 
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Co-fkll b with the dMign oF tiie gospeL**.tD be sensible of dietr 
sinful, guilty^ undone statC) snd to look to the free grace of 
God, through Jesus Christ, for relief, and to repent and retura 
so God dUrmgh him : Luke Jiiu M...Strhe to enter in at the 
ercttt gate. Some are of the opinion, that because the very best 
that lunners can do, while enemies to God in their hearts, is, 
as to the manner of it, sinful and odious in die eyes of the 
divine holiness, that therefore their best way is to do nothing, 
hut to sit still and wait for the spirit ; but nothing is more con« 
trary to scripture or reason : The scripture says. Strive to 
enter: And reason teaches, that when the God of Heaven, 
the great Governor of the world, is thus coming out after guilty 
rebels in a way of mercy, it becomes diem to be deeply aflbcted 
thereat, and to exert all their rational powers in opposition to 
their sloth and com]ptions..«laboring to lie open to the means 
of conviction..«a¥oiding every thing that tends to promote 
security, and to render ineffectual the methods of divine grace, 
and practising every thing that tends to their Cairther awaken* 
ing* And O, let this be remembered, that it is sinners' resist- 
ing the methods of grace, which causes God to give them over : 
Psal. Ixxxi* 11, 12, 13,..But my people would not hearken to my 
voke : and Israel would none of me* So I gave them up to their 
axon hearts* lust: and they tvaliedin their own counsels. Othai my 
people had hearkened unto me ^and Israel had walked in my rvays! 
2. From what has been said, we may learn that it is mad- 
ness and folly for poor siimers to use the means of grace under 
a notion of doing their wliole duty^ and so pacify their con- 
sciences. The means of grace are designed in the first place to 
convince sinners of their sinful, guilty, mined state : and for 
them to forget, totally forget, this their end^ and to go about 
to attend upon them under a notion of doing that duty which 
they owe to God, as something in lieu of that perfect obedi- 
ence which the law requires, is quite to lose the benefit of the 
me:ins of grace — ^voa, to thwart their verj' design — and tends 
to keep men from conviction and conversion, and seal them 
down in spiritual security. That which God directs them to 
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lo^tb the end their oHiadenceB tnight be* more aWakeaed^they 
io» that their coti9cieiu:eS mig^t be moli^ quieted* The means 
irhich were appointed to make them more sensible of. their 
teed of Christ and gtace, thej use to make themselves the 
nore insensilde theleof^ 

3« Sinners are hot to use the means of grace ;under a notioa 
>f makmg amends for their past sins, and recomihending 
luemselvea to God, (Rom« x..3.)— «or under a notion thatbf 
their strongest efforts they shaU bcever abk to renew, thidlr own 
utture, (Eph^ ii* 1 .)— nor under a notion they can do any thing 
It all to prevail with God to renew them^ (Rom. »• 35, d&) 
But, on the contrary, in the use of the means of grace, they 
ure to seek for and hixx after a thorough conviction, that they 
:an neither make any amends for their past sins, nor in the 
teast recommend themselves to God>*-4hat they cannot renew 
tbeit own nature, ftor m the least move God to show them diis 
iAercy4*^to the intent, that being thus convinced of their niin^ 
*d, helpless state, they may be prepared to look to the free 
mercy and sovereign grace of God, through Christ, for aH 
things ; which is the very thing that the gospel aims at, (Horn* 
lii. 9 — ^26.) and which the means of grace are deri^ned to proi^ 
Dsote, and bring them to ; and to which the spirit of God, by 
bis inward influences, does, in the use of means, finally bring 
all who are saved....Rom. vii. 8, 9....Gal« iii. 24. 

For sinners to use the means of grace, under the other no* 
tions aforesaid, is practically to say, ^* We are not fallen, sinful, 
^^ guilty, helpless, undone creatures ; nor do we need the re- 
^^ deemer or the sanctifier which God has provided ; nor do 
*' we lie at his merpy, or intend to be tieholdcn tr» his mere 
" sovereign grace. If we liave sinned, wc can make amends 
"for it: if we have displeased God, we can pacify him ag;un : 
** if we are wicked, we can become good : or, if we do as well 
** as we can, and then want any further help, God is obliged 
«* to help us," 

If, therefore, sinners wovAd take the wisest course to be the 
better for the use of the means of grace, they must tr)- lo fall 
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in With Gdd^s design, and with the spirit^s influences, and bbor 
to see and feel dieir sinful; guiltys condemned, helpless, undooe 
sute* ' For this end, they must forsske vain company..-leave 
their quarrelling and contention....drop their inordinate world* 
ly pursuits, and abandon every thing whieh tends to keep them 
secure in sin; and quench the motions of the spirit ; and for 
this end must they read, hear, meditate, and pray.».compare 
themselves with God's holy law....try to view themseUxsin the 
«ame light diat God does, and pass the same judgment upon 
themselves ; that so they may be ia a way to approve of the 
law, and to admire the grace of the gospel— -to judge and con- 
demn themselves, and humbly to apply to the free grace of God, 
through Jesus Christ, for all things, and through him to, return 
to God. 

Thus we have gone through what WM proposed imder this 
third general head : We have considered the necessii^ there 
was of satisfaaion for sin, and of a perfect righteousness : We 
have considered what satisfaction for sin has been made, and 
what righteousness wrought out, and wherein their sufficiency 
consists : We have considered how the way of life lias been 
opened by tlje means ; and we have considered what methods 
God has actually entered upon for the recovery of lost sinners 
to himself. And thus, now, upon the whole, we see upon 
what grounds the great Governor of the world considered 
mankind as being in a perishing condition, and whence his de- 
signs of mercy originally took their rise, and what necessity 
there was for a Mediator and Redeemer, and how the way to 
life has been opened by him whom God has provided : and so 
may now pass to the next thing proposed. 
SECTION VII. 

SHOWING THE NATURE OF A GENUINE COMPLIANCE WITH 
THE GOSPEL. 

I^^ To show the trite nature of a saving faith in Christ.'^ 
And because, by the whole, I am to explain the natUK of the 
gospel, and of a genuine compliance therewith, therefore I 
will begin with a more general view of things, and afterwards 
proceed to a more distinct survey of faith in particular. 
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Now, a genuine conipli^nce with the gospel, in general, 
consists in ^ spiritual and divine sight and sense of the great 
truths therein presupposi^ and rcvealed«..and in a firm belief 
of those truths, and an answerable frame of heart ; — as is cvi« 
dent from II. Cor. iv. 3, 4, 5—1. Thes. ii« 13— Jl£ir. xiii. 23— • 
yohn viii. 32. 

It is divine (ight^ imparted by the spirit of God to the soul, 
Ifrhich lays the foundation of alL...il£i/. xi. 25 — Gal. i. 16— II. 
Cor. iii. 18. This spiritual and divine light, according to the 
language of St. Paul, Mnes in the hearty and consists in the 
knowledge of giory..*.II. Cor. iv. 6 ; that is, in a seme of 
MORAL BE AUTY—- a sense of that beauty there is in the moral 
PERFECTIONS of GoD, and ii\ all spiritual and divine things...* 
that HOLY BEAUTY which is peculiar to spiritual, and divine^ 
and holy things ; of wluch every unholy heart is perfectly in- 
8ensible....L John i. 3, 6. And by iV, diings are made to ap» 
pear to us, in a measure, as they do to God himself, and to the 
angeb and saints in heaven : And so, by fV, we are made to 
change our minds, and are broug^ to be of God's mind con« 
ceming things : And so we are hereby disposed to understand, 
beUeve, entertain, and embrace the gospel....yoAn viii. A7. 

GoD, the great Governor of the worid, who sees all things 
as being what they are, does, in the gospel, consider mankind 
as /KemAin^ — as fallen, sinful, guilty, jusdy condemned, help- 
less, and undone. He looks upon the origin^ constiiUtion 
with Adam as holy, just, and good ; and that, by and accordbg 
to that constitution, he might have damned the whole human 
race, consistendy with his goodness, and to the honor of his 
holiness and jusdce ; He looks upon the law of nature as holy, 
^ust, and good ; and that, by and according to that, he mig^ 
damn a guilty world, consistendy mth his goodness, and to the 
honor of his holiness and justice. Now, by this divine lights 
W9 are brought to look upon things as God does, and to have 
an answerable frame of heart* 

Again — God, the great Governor of the worid, who sees all 
things as being what they are, does, in the gospel, consider a 

a C 
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guilty world as lying at his mercy. He saw that he was under 
no obligations to pity them in the least, or in the least to miti- 
gate their punishment — much less under any obligations to 
give his only begotten Son, that whosoever beUeves in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life — and still much less 
under any obligations, by his holy spirit, to subdue and recover 
such obstinate rebels, who hate him and his Son...*his law and 
his gospel, and are perfectly averse to a return* He saw a 
guilty world lie at his mercy, and that he was at liberty to have 
mercy or not to have mercy, according to his sovereign pleas- 
ure ; and that it was fit, and becoming his glorious Majesty, 
to act as a sovereign in this afiair. And now^ by this dhine 
lights we are brought to look upon things as God does, and to 
have an answerable frame of heart. 

Again — God, the great Governor of the woxid, who sees all 
things as being what they are, at the same time that he designs 
mercy for a guilty world, does consider a Mediator as being 
necessary to answer ^e demands of the broken law, and secure 
the' divine honor* In such b, perishing condition he sees man- 
kind — so guilty...*so justly condemned, that it would be incon- 
sistent with the divine perfections, and contrar}' to all good 
rules of government, to pardon and save such wicked, helUdc- 
serving rebels, without some proper atonement for their sin, 
and suitable honor done to his law: But the honor of his holi- 
ness and justice*..law and government, is sacred in his eyes, . 
and of infinite importance, and must be maintained : better 
the whole world be damned than they in the least l>c sullied : 
And now, by this divine lighi^ we are brought to look upon 
things as God does, and to have an answerable frame of heart. 

Moreover, God, the great Governor of the world, who sets 
all things as being what they are, views his only begotten Son 
as a meet person for a mediator, and himself as having suffi- 
cient power to authorize him to the work. Of his sovereign, 
self-moving goodness, he, in his infinite wisdom, contrives the 
whole scheme... lays the whole plan, and puts his design in ex- 
ecution — ^the door of mercy is opened.. .die news of pardon and 
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peace is sent through a guilty world, and all are invited to re- 
turn home to God through Jesus Christ : and God looks upon 
thb way of salyadon as being glorious for God, and safe for 
the poor sinner ; And now, by this divine lights we arc brought 
rightly to understand these things, and look upon them as God 
does, and believe them, and to have an answerable fi*ame of 
heart. 

Lastly^ God, the great Governor of the world, does, in the 
gospel, consider our return unto him through Jesus Christ, not 
only as a Juty to- whicbwe are under infinite obligations, but 
also as a privilege of infinite value ; and, in this view of the 
case, he commands and invites us to return : And now, by this 
divine light we are brought to look upon this also as God does, 
and to judge it the fittest and happiest thing in the world to 
return unto him through Jesus Christ, and to have an answer- 
able frame of heart : For, 

By this light we come to have a right view of the* most high 
God-^to see him, in a measure, as the saints and angels in 
heaven do4««to see him in his infinite greatness and majesty, 
and in the infinite gloiy and beauty of his nature: And hence 
we are made sensible that he is infinitely worthy of the high- 
est e8teieiii'.*.reverence.«.love..*delight, and of universal obedi- 
' cnce : And hence we see, that we, in particular, are under in- 
finite obligations to love him witkaH our hearts, and obey him 
in every thing; and' that to do so is the happiest thing in the 
worid^ that not to. do so, is infinitely wrong, and deserves an 
isfinite punishment : And thus we see the grounds of the law 
of nature»..the reasons from whence it results, and, with all our 
Iiearts,.consent to it, and approve of it as holy, just, and good : 
And this naturally lays the foundation for us rightly to under* 
a4and,and hearuly to approve of the original constitution with 
Adam: And while we behold God in his infinite glor}', and 
view the law as holy, just, and good, and see our infinite obli- 
g^ons perfectly to conform unto it— -now our universal depn^ 
vity and infinite ill desert appear in a clear and divine light: 
Hence it appears we lie at mercy, and that it is fit he should 




S94 TEUE RELIGIOir miXtnJLTED, AND 

liave mercy on wIumh he wiD—that k becomes the Majesty dC 
heaven to act as a sovereign in dxis aflEadr : And it appears ^tmt 
•there is no motive in us to exdte lus compassioiis, but infinite 
ly to die contrary: and hence the heart is prepared to discern 
the freeness of divine grace, and to percdve that die goodness 
of the divine nature must be sdf*moviBgi and also to uodeiw 
stand the need there is of a mediator to secure the divine ho> 
tior: for creatures so bad appear too vile to be relieved) unless 
justice may first be satisfied i it is contrary to law, and contra* 
ry to reason, diat they should. And while we view these 
things, and have a divine sense of them an our hearts, we are 
hereby prepared to understand the way of salvadon by free 
grace through Jesus Christ, as revealed in the gospel : And 
now a sense of the glorious freeness of cUvine grace«...the exp 
.tellence and sufficiency of Christ, and the readiness of God 
to be reconciled to returning sinners through him^ lays the 
fbundadon for faidi and hope** And all this while there is 
aecredy enkindling in the heart a most genuine disposiuon to 
return home to God....to love him and live to him, arising 
from a sense of the ineffable glory and beauty of die divine na- 
ture : for he appeats glorious in holiness, justice, goodness, and 
grace ; and glorious in his sovereignty and in his majesty, as 
supreme Lord and high Governor of the whole wdrid^ Upon 
the whole, widi utmost solemnity, as being in ourselves infinite- 
1}' unfit for the divine favor, we venture our eternal all upon 
Jesus Christ as Mediator ^ relying on his worth and merits, and 
trusting to the mere free mercy of God through him, for par- 

,^ • All these things (although it takes considerable time to express them 
in order) may, for substance, instantly open to view, and the soul imme- 
diately acquiesce in the gospel-scheme and dose with Christ; — iiutantly, I 
say, upon divine light's being imparted to the soul: But the mind, in 
that solemn and awful hour, may especially fix only upon some particu- 
lars ; and so a remembrance of these may remain, while other particulars, 
which were then in view, cannot afterwards be recollected. Hence, some 
may doubt whether their /r«i act offaitb was right. The best way to 
remove such fears, is to live in the exercise of faith every day ; for when 
these views, and a consciousness of them, become habitual, our scruples 
will cease of course. The special nature of our faith may be learnt from 
the qflar acU, as well as by the/r*f act; for the after acts will be of thf 
pme nstiire with the/rn, let om faith be true or false. 
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dcxif and grace, and fjiory; and hence are encouraged and em* 
bddened, with our whole hearts, tp return home to God through 
him, and give up ourselves to God fiorefver, to love him and 
live to him, and live upon him forever, lamendog that ever w« 
sinned against him, resolving to cleave to him with ail our 
hearts, and never, tiever to depart from him....J%fi« iv. 16, and 
X. 19^22— £/iA« iu IZ^John uv. ^—Rmn. iii. 34, 25, 35. 
And thus, by this iDvine Ught^ imparted by the spirit of God, 
is t6e soul finally brought to unite to Christ by fiuth, and to re* 
turn home to God through him. John vi. 44, 45....iVb man 
cancometome^eoecepitkeFiKlher^brawkimt Tkeif BkaliieaB 
taught of God. Every mun, therefore ^ that hath heard and learn* 
€def the Father^ cometh unto me. And from what has been 
said concerning the nature of the gospel, it is self-evident diat 
herein consists a genuine compliance therewith : For all this 
-is only to see things as being what they arci and to be affected 
and act accordingly. 

Remark 1. This is peculiar to a genume compliance with 
iht gospel, and that whereby it is specifically different from all 
counterfeits, namely— -its being founded in, and resulting fit>m 
iikiAiSvine light ; whereby we are brought, not merely in spec* 
ulation, but in heart, to look upon things as God does. He 
aces all things as they are; and therefore when any poor sinner 
is brought to a right view of tlungs, i. e. to see ihtmaatheyart^ 
he must, by consequence, look upon them as God does. Now, 
all others being blind and ignorant in scripture-account, hence 
Ais true sight and sense of things b very peculiar and distin* 
gtttshing : And hence we may observe that it is mentioned as 
being peculiar to the good-ground-hearers, in Mat. xiii. 25...* 
That they heard the xvord^ and understood it. And Christ 
intimates that none but his true disciples know the truth.... 
yohn viii. 31, 32 : And the gospel is again and again s£ud to be 
hid from all others....^!^. xi. 25 — II. Cor. iv. 3 : And they 
only have it revealed unto {tictn.^..Mat. xi. 25 : They only 
have the vail taken ojffrom their hearts....lL Cor. iii. 14—17 : 
And they only behold with open FACE....orr* 18* 
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2. This spiritual and divine light hys the foundadon for a 
new kind of belief of die gospeL A sight of the divine beauty 
and glory of the gospel-scheme, convinces and assures die heatt 
that it is cUvine, and indeed from God, and not a cunningly de- 
vised fable. This is an evidence peculiar to the regenerate, 
and, of all odiers, it is unspeakably the most satisfactory. — (See 
this largely explained and proved in Mr. Edxvard*% treatise qsl 
religious aifecions, p. 182, 199.) 

3. Regeneration, faith, repentance, and conversion, are, in 
their own nature, connected together, and so they are in this 
representation. In regeneration we receive this divine light.... 
this new spiritual sense of things. Our eyes are opened, and 
we are brought out of darkness into this Tnarvellaus light ; and 
BO come to have a right view of God....ofourselves....of Christ 
••••and of the gospel-way of salvation by free grace through him. 
This spiritual illumination lays the foundation forfsuth, repent- 
ance, and conversion : It (Uscovers the grounds of fiuth, of re- 
pentance, and conversion ; and we beUeve, we repent, and con- 
vert. Repentance towards God^ 2a\d faith towards our Ljordje^ 
sus Christ, always go together.... A/« xx. 21 : and the gospel 
calls sinners to repent, and be converted, as well as to believe ia 
Christ....ilc/* iii. 19. Those, therefore, who seem to have 
much light J 2aid faith, znAjoy, but have no repentance^ nor do 
turn to God with all their hearts, are deluded. 

4. Spiritual light and true fsdth are always in proportion. 
A spiritual sense of God....of ourselves.. ..of Christ, and of the 
gospel way of s^vation by free grace through him, lays the 
foundation for faith ; and faith naturally results therefrom — as 
has been observed, and as is evident from John vi. 45 : and 
therefore, from the nature of the case, they must be in equal 
degree in the heart : And therefore, those who pretend to live 
by faitli, when they are spiritually blind and dead, do but de- 
ceive themselves. Nor is what they plead from Isai. 1. x. at 
all to the purpose : Who is among you that f ear eth the Lord. .Uhat 
oheijeth the voice of his servant. ..that walketh in darkness, and hath 
no light ? Let him trust in the Lord, and stay upon his God* 
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Because, 1. The persons here spoken of were not spiritually 
blind and dead, but had a spiritual sense of God and divine 
things on their hearts ; for thty feared the Lord^ and obeyed his 
voice ; so that they lived in the exercise of grace, and walked 
in the ways of holiness, which, without spiritual light, had beetf ' 
impossible. And, 2. What they were in the dark about, was, 
how, or by what means, the children of Israel should ever be 
brought out of the Babylonish captivity, back again to Zion : 
which they knew God had promised, but they could see no 
way wherein it could be brought about. In this respect they 
walked in darkness^ and could see no Ught^ and therefore they 
are exhorted to put their trust in the Lord^ whose wisdom, pow- 
er, and faithfulness are infinite* TThis is evidendy the mean- 
ing of tlie words, as is manifiest from the scope and tenor of the 
prophtOs discourse through all the ten preceding chaptersi 
which was calculated for the support and comfort of the godly 
in the Babylonish captivity, by assuring them of a return.**- 
Nor is what is said about Abraham, that against hope he believed 
in hGpe...JCiOT what is said by St. Paut— FF^r walk byfaith^ and 
net by sight J any thing to tlieir purpose ; unless they suppose 
that Alnaham and Paul, and the primitive christians in general, 
vfcre as dead, and blind, and carnal, as themselves. The 
truth is, that this blind faith b the very thing which the Apostle 
James calls a dead faith. 

&. Evangelical humiliation and true fiuth are likewise always 
in proportion. Evangelical humiliadon consists in a sense of 
our own sinfulness, vileness, odiousness, and ill-desert,^ and 
in a disposition, thence resulting, to lie down in the dust full of 

• The three first verses of the next chapter, (/rai. li. 1, 2, 3) do, I 
think, cuniirin the khove interpretation of Uai, 1. 10 — although, I 
doubt not, the prophet's discourse, through the abovesaid ten chapteH.has 
a farther look to the Me*9iab*9 kingdom, and our redemption cut of mj4' 
ticai Babylon : But let the words be considered in either view, or only con- 
iiilered in themselves absolutely, it is plain they never were designed to 
cuiiifurt Mtwiy -ground hearers, when their religion is all worn out, and they 
become dead, biind, and carnal^ and so full of doubis aiul fears : Nor do 
they mean to embolden such ** iimily to believe they aic in a good state. 
** though ever so much in the dark, i. e. though they sec no grace in their 
" hearts, nor signs of any :'* For the words art dirccud qpJj to thofcv^ 
fiar the Lord, ami obey the voice of hit tervanf. 
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self-loathing md self-abhorrence, abased befiaire the Lord, realty 
accounting ourselves infinitely too bad ever to vepture to co«m 
into the divine presence in our own names, or to have a thought 
of mercy from God on die account of our own goodness : And 
k is this which makes us sensible of our need of a mediator, 
and makes us desire to be found, not in ourselves, but in Chrku— 
not having on our own righteousness, but his : No fiuther, 
therefore, than these views and this temper prevail in os^ shall 
we truly discern any need of Christ, or be heardly inclined to 
have any respect to him as a mediator between God and us: 
There can, therefore, be no more of true faith in escrase, 
than there is o£ th'is true humility. When men, therefore, 
appear righteous in their own eyes, and look upon (iiemsdves 
as deserving well at the hands of God, on the account of their 
own goodness, thej can feel no need of a mediator^ nor at 
heart have any respect to Christ, under that chaFacter..«Xuke 
v. 31. This condemns the fiuth of^eie^^'rightemiaJbrmaliH^ 
who depends upon his being conscientious in his waya, and 
upon h'ls sincerely endeavoring to do as well as he can, to re- 
commend him to God : And this condemns, also, the faidi of 
the proud enthusiast^ who appears so go$d in his own eyes«-so 
far from a legal spirit...so purely evangelical...so full of light 
and knowledge, humility and love, zeal and devotion, as that, 
from a sense of his own goodness, and how greatly beloved 
he is in the sight of God, he is encouraged and elevated, and 
feels greatly emboldened to come into the presence of God, and 
draw near, and come even to his seat, and use £uniliarity and 
boldness with God, as though he was almost an equal. Such 
are so far from any true sense of their need of Christ, as that 
they rather feel more fit to be mediators and intercessors in be- 
half of others, than to want one for themselves : And it is the way 
of such, from that great sense they have of their own goodness, 
to make bold with God, and to make bold with Christ, in their 
prayers, as if they felt themselves pretty nigh upon a level. 
Of all men in the world, I am ready to think that God loob 
upon these the worst, and hates them the 9iost....(Luke xviii. 
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9 — 14— Isai. Ixv. 5.) But (tid they know it, they would hate 
him as entirely as he does diem. Hypocrites of all sorts fail 
in this point : they see no real need of Christ — ^they are not so 
bad but that, to their own sense and feeling, they might be pai^i 
doned and saved by the free mercy of God, without any media- 
tor : Hence they do not understand the gospel ; it is all fool- 
ishness to them..*.I. Cor. ii. 14* 

6. It is a spiritual sense and firm belief of the truths of the 
gospel which encourages the heart to trust in Christ— ycAn 
vi* 45. That the goodness of God is infinite, and self-moving 
*— diat Christ, as Mediator, has secured the honor of God, the 
moral Governor of the world, and opened a way for the free 
and honorable exercise of his grace— -that through Christ, God, 
the supreme Governor of the worid, is actually ready to be re- 
conciled, and invites all, the vilest not excepted, to return to 
kim in this way :— These truths, being spiritually understood 
and firmly believed, convince the heart of the safety of trust- 
ing in.Christi and encourage it so to do..».i7W^. x. 19....il!£i^ 
xxiu 4. 

7. Saving faith consists in that entire trust, reliance, or de- 
pendance on Jesus Christ, the great Mediator, his satisfaction 
and merits, mediation and intercession, which the humbled 
sinner has, whereby he is emboldened to return home to God 
in hopes of acceptance, and is encouraged to look to and trust 
in God through him for that complete salvation which is ofier- 
ed in the gospel. The opposite to justifying faith, is a self- 
righteous spirit and temper, whereby a man, from a conceit of, 
and reliance upon his own gaodnesa^ is emboldened and encour- 
aged to trust and hope in the mercy of God..m.Heb. x. 19, 23 
"^Luie xviii. 9-^14 ; and accordingty, when such see how bad 
ibty really are, their faidi fails — they naturally think that God 
cannot find in his heart to show mercy to such. 

8. Faith emboldens the heart. In a legal humiliadon, which 

is antecedent to spiritual light, the sinner is brought to a kind 

of despair : The things which used to embolden him, do now 

entirely fisiil : he finds no good in himself—yea, he feels him-" 

3 D 
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self dead in sin ; and upon this his heart dies within him. / 
wax alive without the law once ; but when the commandment 
came^ sin revived^ andI{Ued....Rom, vii. 9 : And by spiritual 
light, in evangelical humiliation, his undone state, in and of 
himself, is made still more plain. But now fsdth emboldois 
the heart...,begcts new courage.«..lays the foundation for a new 
kind of hope — a hope springing entirely from a new founda- 
tion. Hcb. X. 19y22...Havingjtherefore^brethrenjTiOi.vnzsBto 
enter into the hoiiest^bytheblood of JesitSj let us draw near with a 
true hearty injtdl assurcaice of faiths By faidi the heart is em- 
boldencdr— 1 . To return home to God^ in hopes of acceptance. A 
spiritual sight andsense of the inefiable beauty of the diione na- 
ture begets a disposition to look upon it the fittest and hiq;>p]cst 
thing in the world toi>ve God with all the heart, and be entirely 
devoted to him forever ; and enkindles an indipatibn to return^ 
and everlastingly give up and consecrate ourselves unto him. 
^^ But may such a wretch as I be the Lord's ? Will he accept 
me ?" Now the believer, understanding the way of acceptance 
by Christ, and seeing the safety of it, ventures his all upon 
this sure foundation, and hereby is emboldened to return. 
Heb. xi. 6«...//e that comcth to God must believe that he is^ atul 
that he is a rewarder of tlicm that diligently sock him. ; i. e. 
first — He must see what God is..,.behold him in his glor^', or 
he camiot, in a genuine manner, desire to come to him : and 
secondly — He must see that he is ready to be reconciled unto 
and to save those, who, from a genuine desire to be his, do 
heartily return to him through the Mediator he has appointed ; 
or else he will not dare to come : But when both these arc 
seen and believed, now the soul will return, and come and give 
up itself to God, to be the Lord's forever. 2, Faith in Christ 
emboldens the heart to look to and trust in the free grace of 
God through him, for all things that just such ^ poor creature 
wants — even for all things offered in the gospel to poor sinners. 
Heb. iv. 16....Z^f w*, therefore^ come boldly to the throne of 
grace ^ that loe may obtain mercy and find grace. Pardoning 
mercy and sarictiiying grace are the two great benefits of the 
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new coTetmnt ; and these are the two great things which an eii- 
Ughtened soid feels the want of, and for which he h embolden- 
ed to come to God by Jesus Christ : / will be to them a Gody 
'and they shall be to me a people j saith the Lord in the new cov- 
enant ; and this is all my sahation^ and all my desire y saith the 
ijeliever. 

9. The word^VA^in scripture, is evidently used in various 
senses : Or thus, there are various different exercises of a god- 
ly soul, all which in scripture are cdHled faith — for I mean here 
to leave out all those sorts of faith spoken of in scripture, which 
the unregenerate man is capable of :-~l . It is the way of godly 
'men to live under a spiritual sense of God, his being and per- 
fecdonsy and government of die worid, tod the glory, reality, 
and importance of divine and eternal things — even under such 
a living sense of these things, as that they are firmly believed^ 
and are made to influence them as though they were seen : 
Hence they are said to look at things which are umeen...»ll. 
Cor. iv. 18— T(? see him who is invisible, •..Heh, xi. 27— And 
are said to walk by faith....IL Cor. v. 7 : And this seems to be 
the-meaning of the wordfaith, as it is used in Heb. xi. where 
we read of what Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
and Moses, did by faith. Their faith was the substance of 
things hoped for J and evidence of things not seen ; i. e. it made 
divine and eternal things, as it were, subsist, in all their glory 
and importance, before their minds, and appear as e\ idem as 
though they were seen, (ver. 1.)— 2. It is the way of godly 
men to live imder a spiritual sense of the divine all-suIRciency, 
wtereby they are influenced^rm/y to believe that God is able to 
do all things for them, and be all to them, which they can pos- 
sibly need in time and to eternity ; by all which, they are influ- 
enced to live in a way of continual dependance upon him for all 
things : And this is what, iQ. the book of Psalms and elsewhere, 
is called trusting in the I^fd^' waiting and leaning upon the 
Lord^ making him our refugti TWs temper is expressed in 
Psal.lx:dii.25,26...W%om have I in heaven but thee? And there 
is none upon earth that I desire beside thee. My flesh and my 
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heart faikth : But God is the strength of my hearty and my for^ 
Hon for ever — ^Aad vcr. 28....iSf is good for me to draw near 
to God: Ihaoeput my trust in the Lord. — 3. It is Ac way of 
godly men to live under a spiritual sense of God, as the great 
Governor of the worid, to whom it belongs to mainudn the 
rights of the god-head, and the honor of the law; and under 
a sense of themselves as poor sinners, worthy only of destruc- 
tion, according to law and justice, and too bad to be pitied or 
to have any mercy shown them, without some sufficient sahs 
to the divine honor ; and under a sense of Christ as a Mediator 
i^pointed to be a propitiation for sin, to declare God's righte* 
ousness and secure the divine honor, and so open a way wherein 
God mi^t be just and yet justify the sinner that believes ift 
Jesus-— even under such a living sense of these things as that 
they are firmly believed; whereby they are influenced not to 
draw nigh to God in their own names, emboldened by their 
own goodness, but only in the name of Christ, depending en- 
tirely upon him, and emboldened only by his worth and merits^ 
mediation and intercession, to look for acceptance in the sight 
of God : Hence, because of this dependence^ they are said to 
pray in Chris fs name... John xvi. 23*— To have access to God by 
A/m....Eph. ii. 18 — To come to God through A/m....Heb* vii. 25 
— To believe in God by Wm....I. Pet. i. 21 — And are represent- 
ed as being emboldened by his worth and merits, mediation 
and intercession, to approach the Majesty of heaven....^(f6. iv. 
16, and x. 19 : And now this iscalled a coming to Christ.r...Joha 
vii. 37 — A receiving him....John u 12 — A believing in Christ 
....John iii. 15, 16— A believing on 'Christ....John iii. 18, 36— 
A believing in his NAM£....John i. 12^-And a trusting in 
Christ...Eph. i. 12, 1 3 : And this is that art of faith by which wp 
are justified and entiUed to life, as is evident from Rom« iii. 24^ 
25, 26, where it is, by the Apostie, csHed faith in Christ*s blood. 
The Apostle considers God as the righteous Governor of the 
world, (chap. i. 18) — all mankind as being guilty before Gody 
(chap. iii. 9 — 19) — Christ as being set forth to be a propitiation 
for sinj (vcr. 25) That God might be just and yet justify^ &c. 
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(ver. 26)— And affirms that we zrtjwtificdby free grace through 
tte REDEMPTION that is in Jents ChriHy (vcr. 24by^ faith 
-without the deeds of the law (ver. 28), being considered in our* 
selves as ungodly, (chap. iv. 5) : And ibis justifying fcuth he 
calis faith in Christ^ s blood ; because it was principally by the 
ikath of Christ that the ends of moral government were an- 
swered, and so law and justice satisfied, and a way opened for 
the honorable exercise of divine grace. But although the word 
Jaith be thus used in scripture in these different senses, yet we 
are to remember that these various exercises of a godly soul 
are connected togedier, and always concomitant with one anoth- 
er—yea, and, in some respects, implied in each other : and per- 
haps sometimes all these acungs of soul are designed by the 
word faith; nevertheless they are evidently, in their own na- 
ture, so distinct, as that they may be conceived of as distinct 
acts of the soul. And it may also be noted that the two first of 
these, viz* a firm belief of divine truths^vcoA a hearty reliance on 
the divine alUsufftciencyy are acts of faith common to angels as 
well as saints ; but the last, which rnmiediately respects Christ 
as Mediator, b pecuUar to penitent, returning sinners : The two 
first are commpn to every holy creature ; for all such do^ in a firm 
belief of divine truths, live in an entire dependance upon God, 
the infinite fountain of all good : but the last is peculiar to sin^ 
fid creatures, who, because they are sinful, need a mediator to 
make way for the honorable exercise of the divine goodness to» 
wards them. Those who never were sinners may receive all 
tlungs, from the free grace and self-moving goodness of the di- 
vine nature; without a mediator ) but those who have been sin- 
ners perhaps will receive all through a mediator, to eternity. 

10. A heart to love God supremely, live to him ultimately, 
and delight in him superiatively....to love our neighbors as our- 
selves«...to hate every false way.«..to be humble, meek, weaned 
from the world, heavenly-miiided....to be thankful for mercies 
••••patient under afflictions....to love enemies....to forgive inju- 
ries, and, in all things, to do as be. would be done by ;— a 
heart for all this, I say, is always in extttt proportion to the 4^ 
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gree of true faith : for the same views of our own wretdied- 
•iiess....of God...«of Christ«...of the way of salvation by free 
grace through him....of the glory, reality, and importance of 
divine and eternal things, which lay the foundation for true fsddi, 
and always accompanytheexerciaeof faith,do,at thesame time, 
lay the foundation for this divine temper : And besides, this 
divine temper is what every true believer feek to be die fittest 
and happiest thing in the- world, and, as such, longs for it, and 
goes to God to have it increased and strengthened ; and, be- 
ing unworthy to go in his own name,* he goes in Chrises 
name : so that the obtaining more and more of this divine 
temper is one main end of his exercising faith in Christ : And 
whatsoever he asks Ae Father in Christ's name, he receives. 
God is readier to give his holy spirit to such an one, than pa- 
rents arc to give bread to their children....y0Ait xvi. 23— il&^ 
vii. 11 : and therefore every true believer does obtain the end 
of his faith ; and not only has, but grows in this divine temper, 
and is governed by it, and brings forth fruit according to it : 
and thus shows his faith by fus works ^ according to St. James's 
doctrine.. ..yarned ii : And herein true faith stands distinguish- 
ed from all counterfeits. Never had a hypocrite a spiritual 

sense of that ineffable beauty of the divine nature, which lies at 

* 

* Unworthy to go in bit own name. As thus, if, in prayer, I offer up this 
petition, " Lord, enable me to love thee with all my heart !*' — it implies, 
(1) That I do not love God with all my heart, notwithstanding the infi- 
nite obligations I am under to do so ; for which defect I am infinitely to 
blame, and deserve an infinite punishment. ...to be instantly driven from 
God's presence forever, and spurned to hell as a creature fit only for de- 
Etruction — (2) It implies that all the external manifestations which God 
•has made of himself to me in his works and word, and all the extemil 
means he has used with me, are not able to win my heart wholly to God ; 
so great is my sotti&hness and alienation from the Deity, and love to the 
.world and sin : And now, surely, such a vile wretch cannot have a thought 
of any mercy from God, on the account of any goodness in me ; yea, ra- 
ther I am too bad to be pitied, unless there be some sufficient taivo to the 
divine honor. How, therefore, can God give me the greatest of gifts, 
even the sanctifying influences of his holy spirit, but through the great 
Mediator, consistently with his honor as moral Governor of the world: 
Now, therefore, being thus unworthy to go to God in my own name, I go 
in Christ's name; as knowing that, through him, God can exercise his in- 
finite, self-moving goodness to the vilest of creatures, consistently with his 
honor; although law and justice call for their immediate destruction, coo- 
sidcred as in themselves. 
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the foundation of all the experiences of the true ssunt, and from 
whence all true holiness originally springs. The formalist 
may, from legal fears and mercenary hopes, be so strict and 
consciencious in his ways, as to think himself a choice good, 
man : and the enthusiast^ from a firm persuasion of the pardon, 
of his sins, and the love of Christ, may be so fuU of joy and 
love, zeal and devotion, as to think himself a most eminent, 
saint : but there is nothing of the nature of true holiness in ei- 
ther ; for it is self and nothing but self that is the principle^ 
centre, and end of all their religion : They do not believe in 
Christ, that through him they may return home to God, and 
beconsecratedtohimforever,and obtain grace to do a^ his will : 
They do not know God, or care for him, but are wholly taken 
up about their own interest. That Moravian maxim, " That 
salvation consists in tlie forgiveness of sins," exhibits the true: 
picture of the heart of the best hypocrite in the world ; while* ' 
that in II. Cor. iii. 18, is peculiar to the godly....^<? aUwitk^ 
open face beholding^as in a glass^ the glory of the Lord^ are chan^ 
gedinto the same image, from glory to glory. 

11, And lasdy — In true believers there is a principle of faith,> 
which abides and grows, and perseveres to the end* That spir-- 
itual sense of God...ofthemselves...of Christ, and of the gos« 
pel-way of salvation through him, which lays the foundation for 
the first act of faith, becomes habitual : They have a spiritual 
understanding to discern spiritual things, (I. Cor. i\. 12) — ^They 
were once darkness^ but are now light in the Lord; and hence 
tfaey are called children of the light and of the day....%fh. \. 8— - 
I. Thes. v. 5. Spiritual lig^t does not come upon believers like* 
flashes of lightning at mldniglit — now and then a flash, and then 
as dark as ever again ; bulttbeiriightis habitual, like day-light: 
And from the first dawning. of divine light at the hour of con- 
version, that day-break of heaven, their light shines more and 
more^ year after year, to the perfect day....Proy. iv. 18 : The 
flying clouds in the day time, although they may hide the clear< 
aluning of the sun for a while, yet they do not make it dark as 
in the night i yea, the thickest clouds are not able to do it*-^* 
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Believers are never destitute of a spiritual sense of God and 
Christ, and divine things, as other men are : They are chiU 
dren of the light and of the ^iby-— and not of the night and of 
darkness : The spirit of God does not come upon them by fits, 
as it did upon Balaam; but dwells in them, (Rom. viii. 9)— 
And they grow in grace^ and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ... Al. Pet. iii. 1 8 : If at any time they should 
have no more sense of divine things than the unregenerate, they 
would be as much without grace — they would not di£Fer from 
the stony^ground'hearersy who feU away : And now their di- 
vine light being thus habitual, growing and persevering, henc^ 
their faith is so too* Through the course of their lives it is 
their way to grow more and more sensible of their sinfulness..*, 
the sinfulness of sin..*.their unwortluness, iU-desert, poverty, 
and absolute need of free grace and of Jesus Christ : And they 
also see more and more into the gospel-way of salvauon..«»the 
glory and safety of it...»its suitableness to exalt God, magnify 
the law, discountenance sin, humble the sinner,and glorify grace 
— and more and more come off from all self-dependance, to an 
entire reliance upon Jesus Christ, and the free grace of God 
. through him ; seeking to be found not in themselves, but in 
Christ — not as having on their own righteousness, but his.... 
P/iil. iii. r, 8, 9 : They more fully approve of the law of nature 
and of the original constitution with Adam, as being holy, just, 
and good ; they more fully get into a way of looking upon 
themselves as God does — as being naturally, and in themselves, 
fallen, sinful, guilty, justly condemned, helpless, and undone : 
they see more and more of their infinite obligation to perfect 
holiness, and of the reasonableness of eternal damnation be- 
ing threatened for the least sin, and of the insufliciency of 
all their best doings to make any satisfaction for sin : the 
grace of God, as revealed in the gospel, appears- more 
rich, and free, and wonderful : they feel more and more of 
their need of Christ, his worth and merits, mediation and in- 
tercesai^Q ; and of their utter unfitness to* approach the Majes- 
ty of heaven any other way but by him : — they feel themselves 
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more full of Mrants, and farther off from any worthiness to re- 
ceive, and yet more and more into the temper of humble beg« 
gars, and into a way of coming to God more entirely in Christ's 
name. At first conversion such a temper begins ; and this tem- 
per grows like the mustard^eed, and spreads like the kaven^ 
^d is like a well of living water ^ which is never dry, but it 
springing up into everlasting ^••••Mat« xiii. 31— 33«...Johii 
iv. 14 : And thus the true believer abides in Christy as a living 
branch does in the vine.^John xv — And lives the life he lives in 
thefeshy by faith on the Son of God...G2l. ii. 20 — Being kept 
by the power ofGod^ through faithy unt§ sahation.».h Pet. i. 5. 
. And this is the thing (I may observe by the way) which 
makes grace in the heart more plainly discernible, and its dif- 
ference from all counterfeits more clearly manifest ; and which, 
therefore, clears up to believers the spiritual state of their souls 
••••answers all doubts...removes all difficulties, and brings them 
to be setded and satisfied as to their good state* Many spend 
their lives in searching whether their (aw^work was right...* 
.whether their ^r«r acf of faith was right, &c.... But there is 
nothing like growing in grace, to put it out of doubt that we 
have grace, and to keep our evidences clear: And indeed this 
is the only way.«..II. Pet. i. 5 — 10. 

And thus we see, in general^ wherein a genuine compliance 
with the gospel does consist, and particularly what is the na- 
ture of a saving faith : And, from what has been said, we may 
be able to distinguish true faith from every counterfeit ; particu- 
. larly, from what has been raid, we may easily see the falseness 
of these two sorts of faith, whereby thousands are deceived 
and ruined. 

, 1. The legal hypocrite^ s faith, who, being entirely devoid 
of the divine life, and of those spiritual views of God...of 
himself...of Christ, and of the way of salvation^ which the 
true believer has, is only animated by self-love, the fear of 
hell, and the hope of heaven, to attend upon the external du- 
ties of reUgion, and to try to love God and be sincere, in hopes 
of acceptance in the sight of God, if he endeavors to do as 
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■M nidi •erT€ oaijrtD keep mni secure iD siD, an 
«f Im petidHig Bccd of JesQs Cfarat and of lomgiikig grace^ 
Let «e c» |wwi i ilnr die case afitde vidmch a one: And, 
tiTtif Can 31 Ban snotTeKr GOBpljr widi uk go^pel^ wlie&» JS 
dbeflSHMetmief bedoesnoCooidiallTappraTe of dselaw^^ai luj, 
jitfC and fpxjAj seeing the grnpeL. in its whole ccostxtiitkn, ss 
cvideotK' 6>unded upon that supposition r Vou do not like the 
law ; you think it is unjust. The law requires yoa to lave God 
with aB your hearty (Mat. xxii. 57.) and thrcatetB d3xc7!aticn 
fcr the least sin, (Gal. iii. 10.) But W-i say it is not jest for 
God to require more than you can do, and then damn yen: fcr 
fkoc doing : but now the gospel does isot mean to make vczJ 
thislaWf but to e^tatUth it....Ronu iii. 31 : It would be im- 
possible, therefore, if you did but rightly understand the case, 
that you should like the gospel any better than you do the law. 
And, Sec^ndiy^ Do you think that God will pardon \"ou, when, 
at the same time, you will not ackno^ ledge the law to be holy, 
ju*t, and good, by which you stand condemned? ^\'hat,'*^pa^- 
df/n )'ou, when you justify yourself, and condemn his law ! — 
^Vhat, pardon you, when you will not own you need a pardon I 
Yea, when yryu ^tand to it, it would not be fair to punish vou I 
Yea, when you art ready to fly in the very face of the law and 
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of tht Uw-giver, aad to cry out, injusticey injustice t No, no, 
proud, stubborn, guilty wretch, you must come down first, 
-and lie in the dust before the Lord, and approve the law in the 
.very bottom of your heart, and own the sentence just by which 
jrou stand condemned«.«.JLtii^ xviii. IS^^Som. iii. 10, You 
-must come down and own the law to be good, or else God 
xnust come down and o¥m the law to be bad: Or, if God in^ 
^ts upon it that the law is holy, just and good, and you still 
Insist upon it that it is not, it is impossible that God should 
pardon you, or that there should be any reconciliation : God 
must, of necessity, hate you, because you hate his law ; and you 
inll forever hate God for makbg such a law* And, TAin%, 
How can you pretend, all this while, to trust only in Cluist for 
pardon and eternal life, when, as it is plain, from your own 
words, you see no need of Christ? For if, as you say, ^God 
M cannot jusdy require any more of you dian you can do,^ 
what do you want Christ for? You can do enough yourselE 
J)o you want Christ to make satisfacuon for your short-coon- 
ings and imperfections? But, according to your scheme, God 
cannot require any more satisfaction than you can make youi> 
self; for thb would be to rqquire more than you can do, and 
to damn you for not doing. Do ypn want him lo purchase 
the favor of God and eternal life ? But you can do all that God 
can reqiure ; for you can do what you can do, and that, ift> 
cording to your scheme, is all that God can require : Or, do 
you want Christ to purchase an abatement pf the law ? But if 
Christ had never died, you do not think that God could, in 
justice, require more of you than you can do : What need, 
therefore, upon yoiu* scheme, was there of Christ? And did 
be. not die in vain? For if righteoumeu come by the lawj then 
Christ is dead in vain«..Gal« ii. xzi. Now, can your faitk in 
Christ be any more than a mere fancy ^ when, as it is evident, 
you see no need of him? And, besides. Fourthly^ What 
good does your faith do you? Does it work by lave f Does it 
purify your heart ? Does it overcome the world? ^..Vflcfy nothing 
Jess* It only serves to keep yo^ secure and quiet in an unre- 
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newed State, and to make yoa hope all is wdl, while mi ke^ 
on ID a round of external duties, fcUau g eii to God and te 
divine life: In a word, your duties and your £uth join tapA^ 
er to keep conscience asleep, and to render you jnamtil j ir c( 
your need of Christ and of converting gnot^Romu ix. Xi^ 
31, 33. Oh, how sad it is» so many thoussxb ihtxild be do* 
ceivcd in so plain a case ! It can surely be attributed to w mlung 
short of this, that mm hve darknett rather than l^hig Aey 
love to fiam? such a scheme of rdigioQ in their heads, a 
the temper of their hearts : And, because their scheme 
theoi, theiefixe they firmly believe it to be divine. But to 
pnxreed, 

^2. Fn>m what has been said, we may easily see llie fidse- 
ness of the evangtGcal hypocrites fiauth, who, aithough he 
makes a much greater show, and is more confident, yet has 
not a jot better foundation: He has been greatly awakened, 
perhaps, and terrified, and seemingk' brought oflFfirom lus own 
righteousness, and humbled, and then has received great lig^ 
and comfort, and has had many an hour of joy and ravidimentir 
For thus was the case — ^In the depth of his darkness and sor- 
row, light shined all around him ; and, to his thinking, he saw 
heaven opened, and the Lord sitting upon his throne, and 
Christ at his right hand, and heard those words, C« wr, ue hies^ 
scd zf mu Father y inherit the kingd:im prepared fcr ysu frvm 
the fsunJction cf the ivorld: Be of good cheer ^ thy sins are 
forgiven: Fearnot^ Utile fxk^ it is my Father^s good pleasure 
to give vQii the kingdom. Oh^ thou afflicted^ tossedxrith tempests, 
and net czmfzrted^ beheld^ lunlliay thy stones leithfair czhrSj 
&c. — Or, it may be, he saw Christ on the cross, with his 
Mood running from his side, and hands and feet ; or, periiaps 
he saw a light in his chamber : It may be, he had one scrip- 
ture, and, it may be, ten or twenty going, until he was as full as 
he could hold, and even ready to cry, Lcrd^ stay thy hand: 
As to all these things, there is an endless variety — but, in the 
fdllowing pardculars, there is a greater agreement. (U) They 
I^ve a disoorm- of Chrisf s love to them infarticykur — diM 
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he died &r them in particular — that their sins are pardoned, &c 
(2.) The essence of their first act of faith consists in a fi|pi 
persuasion that their sins are forgiven — that Christ died for 
them in particular^ or the like. (3.) All their after-discovo- 
xies and after-acts 6f faith are of the same nature with the 
first. (4%) This fiuth, from a principle of self-love, naturally 
fills them full of joy, and love, and seal, and lays the founda- 
tion of all their good frames, and of all their religion. (5.) 
Doubting the goodness of tlieir state, wh^n they are dead and 
carnal, is, in their account, unbelief, and a great sin, and to be 
watched and prayed against, as a thing of the most destructive 
tendency. * Now, some, who have a few discoveries, do, in a 
few months, lose all their religion, and come to feel and live 
much like the rest of the world ; Odiers hold out longer.— 
Some, after they have lain dead one, two, three, five or ten 
years, just as it happens, will have what they call a new dis- 
covery, and be as full as ever— while others continue in their 
irrehgipus courses. 

And here I may observe— (!•) That the greater discoveries 
(as they caU them) they have, the more proud and conceited 
they are, and the more do they want to have all the town admire 
tbein.— (2.) The longer they continue to be iiveli/j the more 
do they grow in pride and self-righteousness ; and feeling 
thcn^^lves to be exceedingly good, they are emboldened to 
make very free witli the Almighty, as being his peculiar favor- 
ites, and the best of men : God^Itliank tlice^ lam not as other 
Tnen.'^~-(3*) And yet it is natural to esteem themselves some 
of the most humble creatures in the world. — (4.) It is impos- 
siUe to convince them of their error ; because the immediate 
witaessof the spirit of God, as they think, assures them that 
they are right : and, therefore, all who do not look upon things 
and feel just as they do, are certainly blind and carnal, and so 
not to be regarded : they are bound to believe God before 
BMtti. Urge scripture against them, and they are unmoved ; 
because the spirit does not tell them that it means so : The 
St texts are not regarded^ if contrary to their spirit. Urge 
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ft&i§M agiiPtf thom^ and denioiistntB ft ponit 9wwt io cwfllff 

MdthicyaKiBiniovadi bacauaetluitualloflnMtffMfOfi* TAn 

taiuch (MUDS ^rith them^ and be ever so kind tad fruadty, end 

•ifiey ere the more eetdiliahed f because they Mric. lliej are 

fermouUdf Or, if tl^y are eevetiaies shocked^ aad-daioal 

coBvwced, ]ret ihej are, ift a few da^B, inore Mtded dian evcTi 

tyaiiewdifcoveiy,aiid a middtudedf scriprurea, mJaappBed 

hy the pfinee of dai^neas, aaauring them that diey are tiffak 

And now diejr reaolve never to doubt agah^ and get famndUf 

aet in their way— (5.) I^ after a uri^tfa^ lose alllheirnfr 

gion, and are dead, and lie dead ferwhoUaaonths and yean 

together, yet still thej are as confident as erer r ^-Tcr^wtf 

they, ^ David, and SoUmdcmi, and Feter fell, and 'die>baataie 

^ dead sometimes ? and how loqga good knanifllay^li^ dead 

^aonecantell: God may leave his children out -of -sovmngii- 

^^, and widiout Christ we can do nothings we auat jaait-far 

^ the spirit, and not can God's iaitltfulnese into queatidsi, ba- 

^caoseofourdeadoess— as if his finlthfiilncss depended upea 

*^ our good frames.'' And so now, having, as ifaey suppose, 

Christ to pardon their sins, and save their souls, and some lu^ 

to content their hearts, they sleep on secure and quiet : Or, 

if they are terrified at any time, and begin to doubt, O thou tf 

£nk faith f wherefore ihst thou doubt ? or some such scripture, 

will quiet and hush all to sleep again : And thus, and after diis 

sort, things go with them. And now out of such rotten heaiti 

grow up all the Antinomian, Familistic, and Quakerish enois 

which have troubled the chrisdan church : For they get their 

principles of religion, not out of the Bibk^ but out of their ex^ 

periences ; and are careful to cut out a scheme in ^ir heads^ 

to suit the religion of their hearts : and because it suits them, 

therefore they firmly believe it. And because their scheme is 

not rational^ and cannot bear to be examined by reason^ ther^ 

fore they cry down reason^ and say it is carnal: And they cry 

down human learning ; and the more ignorant, the mone di^ 

vout. And because their scheme is not contained in the scri^ 

tures^ therefore they have no regard to the plain meamng of 
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scripttire, but turn all into allegories^ and what they call the 
sffiritual meamng ; and so run into an hundred whims, such m 
best suit the temper of their hearts. 

Now the great misery of this sort of hypocrites is, that not- 
withstanding all their terrors, yet they were never thoroughly 
convinced of their fallen, sinful, guilty, undone state by nature : 
and, notvrithstanding all their discoveries, yet they are still 
apirituaUy blind, and neither know God, nor diemselyes, nor 
Christ, nor the gospel-way of salvation by free grace through 
him : and, notwithstanding all their confidence, and joy, and 
high religious frames, yet they are as destitute of faidi, repent* 
ance,and holiness, as ever they were : And it is a lie, which 
the father of lies has made them believe — ^which lies at the bot- 
tom of all their religion, and is the very foundation of it aO« 
AU their purest joy, and love, and zeal, arise from Aeir faith : 
All ihtir faith consists in believing that their sins are forgiven: 
And all the foundation which their/^A is originally built up- 
on, is an immediate revelation'-^^ truth of which they dare 
not call in question, for fear of giving the lie to the holy spirit, 
from whom, they say, they know it came* But how could the 
^irit of God reveat it to them, that Christ hved them^ and that 
their sins wereforgiven^ and hereby lay the foundation for their 
first act of faith, whenas, before At first act of faith, they were 
actually MVkitr condemnation.. Jilt\A xvrath ofGod^ and the curse of 
the law ?..John iii. 18, 36— -GaL iii. 10. The thing revealed 
to them was not true ; and therefore was not from Gckl, but 
{torn die deviL Now this false revelation bud die foundation 
lor their faith, and their faith bud the foundation for their joy, 
ftnd for ail dieir religion. A spiritual sight and divine sense 
of tiie great truths presupposed and revealed in the gospel, is 
the foundation of the godly man^s faith and holiness ; (mt a par- 
ticular thing, no where revealed in the BiUe, is their founda- 
tion-— yea, SLfalsehoodfitaLtis direcdy contrary to what die scrip- 
tures plainly teadi: And yet, alas, they know tiiey are 'right ; 
tjiey are, they say, as certain of it as they are of their own ex- 
fStence. How great is the power of delusion ! Ifow awful is 
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the case of a poor creature forsaken of God ! II* Thes. ii»1Q| 
11, \2....T/icy received not the love of the truths that theymighi 
be saved: And, for thU cause ^ God shall send them strong ddusian^ 
that they should believe a i.iT.....That they all might be damned^ 
•who believed not the truths but had pleasure tnvnrighteousnes9. 
—But to conclude, 

From what has been said concerning the nature of a true 
faith and a genuine compliance with the gospel, we may not 
only see the falseness of these two sorts of faith, but also of all 
other counterfeits, which are almost in an endless Tariety : 
For, between these two extremes of a/e^a/and evangelical hy^ 
ocrite, there lie a thousand bye-paths, in which poor sinners 
wander to everlasting perdition ; in the mean while, blessing 
themselves that they are neither Arminians nor Antinomians, 
nor deluded as such and such are — although they neither know 
God, nor themselves, nor Christ, nor the way of salvadon 
through him ; and really are as destitute of faith, repentance; 
and holiness, as the most deluded creature in the worid. 

SECTION VIII. 
SHOWING WHAT IS * IMPLIED IN THE EVERLASTING LI?E 

PROMIGF.D TO BELIEVERS, AND HOW FAITH INTERESTS Ui 

IN CHRIST. 

I am now, in the last place, 

V, To consider the promise of everlasting life, which is, in 
the gospel, made to true believers. God so loved the world, that 
he (rave /w.y only begotten Son, tliat whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. In this ever* 
lasting life is implied, 

!• The everlasting love and favor of God. Whereas, by ihi 
disobedience of one, many were made sinners, und judgment came 
upon all to condem)uition, by virtue of the original constitution 
>v ith Adam, (Rojn. v. 18, 19,) — and whereas, by and according 
to the law of nature, the whole world stands guilty before God^ 
(Rom. ill. 19,) — Now, by virtue of a new constitution^ estab- 
lished by the God of heaven, the great Governor of the worid, 
called the gospel, or covenant of grace, it is appointed, .and, ai 
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h were, confirmed by the broad seal of heaven, that any, \vl:o- 
•oever they are, among all the guilty race of Ac!r*m, who fall ia 
with this gospel-proposal, and viiniure iluir all upon this ntw 
|>lan....thi8 new foundation.. ..this precious corner-stone, Jesus 
Christ, the great Mediator between (iod and man, ahull ihence- 
ibrth Stand free from that double condemnation, and he entitled 
unto the everlasting love and favor of God, the great Governor 
of the world. John iii. 18 — Rom. v. 1, 2,.,.Therrfore^ being 
jmtlfied by faiths we have peace with Gody through our Lord 
Jeaus ChrUt : By whom also rue have acveas by faith into this 
grace wherein we atand^and rejoice in hope of the ghry ofGcd. 

2. The ether part of this everlasting life consists in and re- 
sults from the everlasting indwelling oj the holy spirit as a sanC' 
tifier. This, which Adam lost by the fall, is, up^m our union 
with Christ, the second Adam^ by virtue of this ntw constitu- 
tion! restored, never to be lost any more. John vii. o8...IIe 
that believeth on nif, as the scripture saith^ out cfhi:; belly shall 
flow rivers of living water. Vcr. 39... This spake he of the spirit^ 
which they that believe on him should receive : And ihwvfore 
the gift of the holy ghost is, by the Apostles, (Acts ii. 53.) 
promised upon the condition of faith:* And, therefore, as 
God did, of old, dwell in the holy of holies In the J^wiih 
temple, in the cloud of glory, so now, hencefoitli, docs lie 
dwell in the believer's heart by his holy spirit, as a \ital j>r':!i- 
ciple and spring of divine life there... John xv. 1 — 5 : And licr.ce 
believers arc called the temple ofCcd,„L Cor. i;i. 17. The 
spirit of God is said to dwell in them^ (Kom. viii. 9) — to lead 
i/iem, (vcT. 14)— to give them an everlasting freedom from t!:e 
power of sin, (ver. 2) : so that sin shall not have doiuinicn cccr 

• From the nature of justi/^.iitsrJlM, it is <fvidciit that rc£cr.trui',u- niust 
be/r/V to the^fr** €ict ut it; bu r.!:hou,7:h the « inner be re^t'.mifi-: h\ fhi? 
^r:tcious iuhuciiccs nf the holy spirit Ujorc faith, yet ii i& uj'ur i'^i h c,\\d 
union \vi:h Ciirist ih.ii ihe s)ul hus a lovcniint-t .'I'iit to tlic i:;J.\ vil.:-;,; -V 
tlie holy spirit: which cui'cnant -right lays a tbundation for the '.ridv.r li-r.g 
or the li'ily spirit to be constant auO ever^ui^ia^'f ai.dthis la)s u fru.iciaMi.u 
for an abiJh^ principle and proper la'-iioi' jnucc : So tha , al'hcu :!• /i^v«- 
traih:! be htjijic faith, yet vl cwjirmed ba^tt of iijrace is ttj'itf. 1. re>uits 
fr'iTii oi:r union wiih C\i\\'il.... If J^n xv. 1 — 5 : Ai.dis in -cripiurei.r;jii.l'-\d 
upon the condition of faith.... y^i^i v. 24. aiid \\\. oH 
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fArm....Rofn. vi. 14: And the water (saj^s Christ) whkh IHfiU 
give 1J0U, shall be in you a well of water springing up into ever^ 
lasting ///r....John iv, 14. 

It is plaitiy from the whole tenor of the gospel, that the evet^ 
lastiiig love and favor of God, together with the efferheting im 
druelUng of the holy spirit as a sanctifer^ which are the two 
great things which a poor sinner wants, are the two great tlungs 
promised in the covenant of grace. St. Paul, having exphincd 
the nature of the gospel-way of salvation by free grace througli 
Jcrsus Christ, and shown that faith is the only condition of the 
new covenant, in the four first chapters of his epistle to the Ro^ 
mans, proceeds to show the benefits accruing to fadievers.— 
Andfrst^ they wre justified^ and have peace with God, (c/i^» v*) 
Secondly^ they are delivered from the power of sin, (chap, vi.) 
And although they are, in this life, condnually in a atate of 
spiritual conflict and warfare, (chap, vii.) yet they are infloeii- 
ced, and led, and governed by the spirit of God, which dwells 
in them, (chap, viii.) And now all things shall work far their. 
good, and they shall be brought to glory at last, (ver. 98—39.) 
So again, see both these summed up in Heb. viii. 10, 11, 13.... 
For this is the covenant that IwiUmake with the house ofbrael 
after those days y saith the Lord: I will put my larvs into their 
n:/fid,afidwr!te them in their hearts: And I will be to them a 
God^ and they shall he to me a people : And they shall not teach 
ei cry man hiv neighbor^ andruery man his brother^ ^^ying^ Knwf 
the Lord ; for all shall know me^from the least to the greatest.-'^ 
Here is the everlasting indwelling of the holy spirit, together 
with what results therefrom : For I will be mercifii unto their 
unrighteousness^ and their sins aful their iniquities will I remem' 
ber no more,...ver. 12. And here is the everlasting love aind 
favor of God. 

And now, seeing, by this new con5titution...this covenant of 
grace, true believers are thus entitled to the everlasting love 
and favor of God, and to the everlasting indwelling of the holy 
spirit, as sanctifit^r, in the perfect enjoyment of both which, 
eternal liffy in heaven, will consist ; hence, therefore, they arc 
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•aid tctjwfoe life^ yea, to Aaorr/tfrna/£/e, immediately upon iheir 
lidieviDg in Christ. I. John v. \2.,^.Hethdt hath thcSon^ hath 
LIFE— John ii.» 36..../fef/Aa/ beiievethon the Son hath ever- 
JJISTING LIVE— John V* 24f....Hath everl.-^stisg life, and 
Mkall not come into cornkmnatiom butispassedfroniDZATH unto 
UfE*— John xvii. 3*..»This is life eternal, that they might 
j^9w tiiee^ the only true Godj and Jesus Christ whom thou hcst 
Meni» Eternal life is begun in them, and heaven btrgins to 
4awn in their souls : And believers, being tlius made the sub* 
jects of the everlasting love and &vor of God, and of the ever* 
lasting indwelling of the holy spirit, are hence called the ciiiU 
drenofGod,..*jchn i. 12 : For God loves them ascA/Ye/rcr/i, and 
they love him as a Father : And this filial frame of spirit^ 
^Thereby they are disposed to reverence, fear, love, trust in, and 
obey God as a Father...m\\we upon him, and live to him as a 
fatiker i"^! say, this filial frame of spirit is called the spirit of 
adoption^ in opposition to that servile frame of spirit they used 
to be under the bondage of, before faith^ and before they liad 
received the Holy Gliost. Rom* viii. \S....For ye haoe not rc- 
ceivedihe spirit of bondage again to fear ; but ye have received 
the spirit ofadoptiony whereby we cry ^ Abba, Father. 

And this filial frame of spirit htm^ ptxuliar to believers,.., 
that which none but believers have, and which yet is common 
to all believers ; and thb filial frame of spirit being that where* 
in believers bear the image of their heavenly Fat her ^ each one 
resembling the children of a King ; for they view things, ac- 
cording to their measure, as God does, and love what God loves, 
and make his interest their interest, and are taken up with the 
same designs ;— I say, this filial frame of spirit being such a ;&e* 
culiar and retnarhable thing, and that wherein they so nearly 
resemble God, and being also the immediate product of the in- 
dwelling and influence of die holy spirit, therefore, in scripture, 
it is spoken of as the distinguishing badge of a true believer.... 
as a yn^rri whereby God^s children and Christ's sheep arc to be 
known • This is what is called the seal of the spirit^ in £pii. i. 
IJ. And tins secdvi the xuit7u:ss^ e^^iJaiccy and j^rG^ which 
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t!i .: holy spirit gives to our consciences^ that we tare the childrm 
q/*G?i/....Rom. viii. 16. This filial frame of spirit is what Mtt- 
ujicj and assures the children of God. They feel the very 
temper of children towards God : They feel a heart to rever- 
ence and fear, love and honor him as a Father— a heart to go 
to him. ...to trust in him... .to be in subjecuon to him, and obey 
him as a Father : And by this they know they are his chil> 
dren. 

Marvellous is the change which the poor sinner passet 
through ill that awful hour of inexpressible solemnity, whtrn he 
first comss into the awful presence of the dread Majesty of 
heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ, tht: glorious Mediator, 
venturing his all for eternity upon this sure foundation. 
And now, from this time forward, he is quite another creature, 
under qu^te new circumstances : As when orphan children, left 
trithout a guardian or a guide, Irom running into riot and indul- 
ging themselves in all extravagances, are taken and t»T>ught into 
the family of a wise and good man, who makes them his children 
••..instills new principles and a new temper into them, and puts 
them under a new discipline, by which all things become neivxo 
them — so, here, from being without God and without hope iri 
the world, and from running to eternal ruin, we are taken and 
brought into God's family.... have a new temper given to us..,. 
have a new father, and are under a new government. God^s 
fatherly e\ e is upon us every hour, and he is daily laboring to 
brsng us up to his hand... .to train us up to his mind. ...to miike 
U.S suwh as he would have us be. He contrives, and takes all 
manner of wa\s, by his spirit, and by his providence, and by 
his word, to m ike us m.>rc serious, spiritual, and heavenh...* 
more humbU*, weantd from the world, and devoted to God. 
A'l I thus nepurjctk u\ that wc mwj bring forth more fruit*.,. 
J(ihn XV. 2 : He enlightens... he leads.. .he teachcs....he quick- 
ens.. .h;: strengthens.. ..he coinSbrls \i^,»,.Heb. viii. 10, 11, 12— 
l.aL 40, 31 : When wc want it, he instructs us...I. John 2. 27 
'•^yjmec i. J : WhvU we want it, he corrects us....//t-f''. xii. 6: 
And when we need it, he encourages and comforts us.. .II. Corm 
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adi. 9. Vfhctk we love him and keep his commands, he maii^ 
ifesta himself unto us^.^yohn xiv. 21 : And when our spirits- 
«1 enemies are too strong for us, and our heart and our strengdi 
fidU our steps are slipping, our feet just gone — in the distress- 
ing juncture he puts underneath his everlasting arm8...,hetake& 
ti8 by the right hand....he prevents us by his grace ; and before 
we are aware, we have gotten the victory,and begin to say. Whom 
have we in heaven but theef And there is none on earth we desire 
teaides thee. Our feah and our heart faikth ; hit God is the 
strength of our hearty and our portion forever : And O, It «t 
good for t» to draw near to Ga^....Psalm Ixxiii : And if at any 
time we forsake him, he follows after us, and visits our trans* 
gressions with the rod^ and our iniquities with stripes ; but nev- 
er breaks his covenant with us...»/^a/m huuiix. 30-^34. He 
hedges up our way with thorns^ and brings us to a hearty return 
m:,Hos. ii. 6,7 : And thus xve are kept by the power ofGod^ 
throt^h faithj unto sahation....l. Pet. i. 5— -and finally are 
brought to the full vision and perfect fruition of God to ail eteiw 
liity...«^0m. viii. 60. 

Now faith in Christ entides us to aU this, by virtue of that 
divine consutution which we call the gospel^ or covenant of 
grace-^y virtue of that new and living way of salvation which 
God, the great Governor of the world, has contrived and pro« 
vided, ratified and confirmed, the sum of which is contained 
in John iii. 1&— Which constitution God has been pleased to 
confirm by an oath^ to the intent xve might have strong eonso^ 
bxtion^ who buxoe fled for refuge^ to lay hold on the hope set be» 
fore uSm He has said. He that believeth shall be savtdy and her 
has confirmed it by an oath^ to remove all doubt, and to give 
the highest possible assurancc....^e'&. vi. IT, 18. And now^ 
being assured that this way of salvation may be depended upon, 
as being contrived and confirmed by God himself ; hence, here 
we rest secure and safe. We know that diis new constitution 
must be from God, because the whole plan is altogell\er divine: 
it is just like God : God cannot but be pleased with it : it ia 
perfectly suited to exalt God«...to magniry the law....to dis* 
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countenance tin.. ••to humUe die sinner, and to glorify grace : 
tnd if sinnenare ever saved, it is infinitely fii that they should 
lie saved in such a way, and in no other. There is such an ap« 
l^reatreseniUance of the (tivine nature and perfections ia tUs 
whole plan, as is sufficient to assure the heart diat it is from 
Cod. None but God could be the author of it... JL (^r^ iv» 
9, 4, 6 : And being, in the first place, assured that it ia fron\ 
God, we have, in the second pkicc^ the highest assigance that 
Cod will abide by it, and act according to it : FoTy ^«r, w^ 
have his promise i and secondly^ we have his oath : So that 
there can be no reasonable doubt reouining. And now, upoi^ 
this foundation, does the true believer build all his hopes and 
expectations— -here is the bottom of sSii ; For if I- aqi assupefl 
tiiat, ^y divine grace, I do rightly undentand the gospd, and 
am brought to a genuine compliance therewith, now, then, I 
fra safoy if the gospel be true, and if that way of salvatipn may. 
CEaTAivtT be depended on-rif it be no cunninghf ikviseJ/am 
tk^ but a way of God's own contrivance, aind which he will 
CERTAINLY abide by. A clear, rational, spiritua} conviction 
andassuranceof this, is the very anchor of tA€soul^ sure and 
atedfiist.*,.}itbm vi. 19. 

l£ mankind had remained in a state oipure nature^ u e. un- 
der no constitution at all....under n*. thing but merely tike law of 
nature^ i. e. to have been guided and directed to their duty, 
?ml to have been rewarded or punished by God, only and mere- 
ly by and according to the reason and nature of things — ^if this 
had been the case, then, so long as every individual should be 
continued in being by God, and should continue to love God 
with ail his heart, and obey him in every thing, so long evexy 
individual would be perfecdy happy : But then, God might, 
without injustice, let one or all drop into non-existence, if he 
pleased, and when he pleased, aldiough perfectly hoiy...y£>4xxii. 
2, and xxxv. 7 : Or, if he was pleased to continue one and all 
in being forever, yet, at what time soever anyshouU commi: 
the least sin, that soul should immediately sink down into an 
eternal h&)X....Rom. vi. 23— a tliousand years of perfect obc- 
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dkMi« by die mere law of mture, not ^mitHiig to inf 
promise for die time to come* (Sod's giTing and continuiiig 
Mn^tb us, imd |(rimtin^ us advantages to know, and bifie^an^^ 
*IM%*0 Mm^ would render us infinitely indebted to God ; bi^ 
d4a'1ni6#i^; loving, and serving God couM not bring him sft 
sdl idto^ debt to n^^Jlam. m. 55, M. Our <loing sio would 
aituhJ^f«nderushap(iy, solongaswe should contintte to Al 
do; baltir,ManytiBe,wesliouklbeguikyofibeleastdefaDt| 
dft would belotft, and we undone forever. 

Aut then, by and aoeordimg to the constitution with Adami 
ihii^ Were pbced upon another footing. The etemri welfiuv 
dflnaakind was BUi^iendedu|x» another condition 2 fervaceord^ 
ftigto this toosdtution, if Adam, the public head and reprai» 
iSMativeofmsnklod, had remained obedient for some certailt 
fteriod of iune,l»e and all his posterity would, by the free and 
Ipradous pionuse of God, havebeenentitled toeveriastinglifef 
M) on die odier liand, if he sinned, all would be exposed to 
eternal death. But now, rAiTHmC%n«lenddes us to eternal 
Bfey by virtne of a new eonsdtution, caUed the gospel, otcooe^ 
Moir af^roor, assde.and confirmed by the God of heaven. 

The perfect obedience of Adam, had he stood, would noe 
hftVte emitted » to eternal life, notwidutanding he was our aiat^ 
oral head, if he had not been made our representative by adi* 
vine constitution'} so the perfect obedience and suflferings of 
Christ woidd not have freed us from condemnation and enti^ 
llod ua to eternal life, whatever dependence we might have had 
upon luflf^- if^tay adavine constitution, it had not been appoint* 
iduidcoaimcitbathethatieSivetkskaUbetaoeiL 
- ^ and acconfing to thekxw of nature, our own per s ow d ohe> 
dienoe would have recommended us to the favor of God, and 
laid die foundation of our happiness, so long as we shouUthavo 
continued in a slate of sinless perfection.-«By the first eoves 
Mntithe oonstitntion with Adam, his perfect obedience, through 
luB appointed time of trial, would, by virtue of diat constitu* 
tion or covenant, have cntided ns to evertastihg life.-— By the see* 
Mi/r0Ofllanf,die pnfcctrighteousness of Christ, the JcctiK/.i^ 
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am, eotides nil true believers to everlasting life, byaod accoiw 
ding to this new and living way. 

A perfect righteousness was necessary according to the law 
of nature ; and a perfect righteousness is insisted upon in both 
covenants. According to the law of nature, it was to be per- 
formed ^r«on<z//i^; butf.accordiiig to both covenants, itisap- 
pointed to be performed by a public Afotf.— ^Accotding tb th« 
first covenant, we were to have been interested in the rights 
eousness of our public head, by virtue of our union to him asT 
his posterity, fot- whom he was appointed to act. — According 
to the second covenant, we are interested in the rigteouaness of 
Christ, our public head, by virtue of our union to him by faith. 

Omt faith is that whereby we unite to Christ ;— the act iaail 
uniting act. We disunite, separate from, and renounce thai 
to which we before were united, and did close with, and placed 
our hopes upon, viz. our own righteousness-— and are no more 
emboldened by thatj to come into the presence of God : And 
we unite to Christ, desiring to be found, not in ourselvesy but 
in him--4iot in our own righteousness, but in his...»/%//. iii. 8, 
9 : And from him we take encouragement to draw nigh to 
God; we come in his NAM£....^(f6. iv. 16. And now, by 
virtue of a divine constitution, established by the Governor of 
the world, all, who thus unite to Christ by fsdth, are considered 
as being one with him, so as to have an interest in what he has 
done and suffered in the character of a Mediator, as a public 
person, so as, upon the account thereof, to be pardoned, and 
received to favor, and entided to etcnial liicn..nRom. v. 18, 19 
— Ep/i, i, 6 — I^om. ill. 24, 25. 

And now, this faith....this uniting act, being the condition^ 
the only conditiony required on our part, by the covenant of 
grace, we being jiUHtifedby faith without the deeds ofthelaw^ 
hancc faith is said to beimfiutedtousfarrightcousncs$^...Rotn. 
iv — for rightvousnessj i. e. for that whereby we 9tand right 
according to the tenor of the new covenant, i. e. for ^full cwi- 
pliance with the condition of the new covenant. As perfect 
obedience was a compliance with the covenant of works, so faith 
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is a compliaiice of the covenant of grace. Now, as perfect 
obedience, through his whole time of trial, would have been 
imputed to Adam for rightetmsness^ u e« for ayiii/ compliance 
with the condition of that covenant; so now faith is imputed 
lor righicwsnesa^ i.-e« for a full compliance with the condition 
of tlus covenant : For Sl Paul had but just been proving that 
we 9XC justified by faith alone, without the ikeds of the law; 
and'now thia being the only condition required, therefor^ he 
■Aj's it is accounted as a/u// compliance with the new covenant 
-^i. e« it is imfutedfor righteousness^ It being the only thing 
xequired as a condition of life, by the covenant of grace, hence 
it is looked upon in the sight of God accordingly, as being 
Mjidl compliance with that covenant. The covenant of works 
koustedupon perfect obedience, because Adam was to have 
been justified merely by, and wholly upon the account of, his 
own virtue and goodness : And the covenant of grace insists 
npanfaitA alone^ without the deeds of the Uav^ because now we 
are justified, merely by, and wholly upon the account of, Christ's 
virtue or righteousness, without regard to any goodness in us : 
But to him that worketh not, hut believeth on him that justify 
€th the UNGODLY, his faith is counted for righteousness, (Rom. 
iv» 5)— L e. for a full compliance with the new covenant, with* 
mU the deeds of the law: For, as to a legal righteousnessj Christ 
is the'endofthelawfor righteousness to them that believe....Rom» 
X. 5 : And,in that sense, we are not to be found in our own 
ri^teousness, but in his....PAi7. iii. 8. ^ 

Thus, according to the law of nature, every man would have 
been justified by his own personal righteousness : and accord- 
ing to the first covenant, every child of Adam would have 
been justified by Adam's righteousness, as puUic head : and 
jacoording to the second covenant, eveiy believer is to be justi« 
fied by Christ's righteousness, as another public head. The 
first of these ways takes its rise from the reason and nature of 
things i but the second and third from the positive appointment 
of God. The angels, it seems, were dealt with according to 

the first df these ways— only their sute of probation, through 

3 G 
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grace, not to be perpetual ; for, no doubt, those that stood aie 
now iQ a coniinned state : but mankind are dealt with accord- 
ing to the second and third. 

The first of these ways a fallen world pretend some liking to ; 
but the other two have given great offence. ^ How is it'rigbt 
'^ we should be condemned for Adam's sin i Or with wha( 
*^ propriety can we be justified on the account of Christ's rig^ 
^^ eousness V^ is the language of very makiy. " It is unjust U> 
^^ condemn me for the sin of another, and absurd to justify me 
^' for another's righteousness," say they. And as to the £rst 
of these ways, they would have the law abated in what itro> 
tiuiresy and quite disannulled as to its threatening death for the 
least sin : They would liave what they call sincere obedience 
admitted as a condition of life, and repentance to be accepted 
in case of sin : so tliat an apostate world are naturally tqpsHj 
at enmity against the first, second,and third, righdy understood: 
'For they think it full as unjust that God should damn us for 
the least defect of perfect obedience, as for Adam's first saiu 
And it is nothing but divine light can bring the heart of a sin- 
ner sincerely to approve of the law of nature, of the constitu* 
lion with Adam, and of the gospel with Christ : For, (I. Cor. 
ii. 14) the natural man rerciveth not the t/isngs of the spirit of 
God : for they are fooUshiwss unto him ; neither can he know 
themy hccause they are spiritually discerned. He does not disr 
cem die ground and reason of the law of nature, being blind to 
the infinite beauty of the divine perfections : and so is incapa^ 
citatcd to have a right view and sense of the nature of the first 
covenant or the second. And being a stranger and an enemy 
to God, he also naturally doubts whether he has full power and 
rightful authority to make such constitutions : he dislikes the 
constitutions— he questions God's authority to make such : 
their being so plainly held forth in the Bible, tempts many to 
call even the truth of that into question ; and some arc driven 
quite to open infidelity. 

There is a scent infidelity in the hearts of unregencrate 
men. Thev do not love that divine scheme of truths revealed 
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id die BiUe, adr cordially receive it for true. Men love to cut 
«ut a scheme of religion in their heads, to suit the temper of 
Aeic hearts : And from this root do all the false and enrone« 
•us prindples which fill the christian world originally take their 
rise, (IL Thesa. iu 10,11, 12) : But when he that commtuid- 
ed die light to shine out of darkness shines in the heart, and 
l^ves spiritual light, then the reasonableness, beautjs and glory 
tf the whole scheme appear, and the very resemblance of the 
divine perfections 19 to be seen in every branch of it : and now 
it is cordialiy believed, (Jfohn viiL 47) : And hereby a solid 
foundation is laid fora real conformity to the law, and a genu- 
ine compliance with the gospel ; in both which true religion 
does consist. 

Thus we have gone through what was pi-oposcd : And we 
see why God, the great Governor of the worl4i did consider 
mankind as perishing, fallen, sinful, guilty, justly condemned, 
helpless, and undone ; and we see ihat his design of mercy 
originally took its rise from the mere self-moving goodness of 
his nature, and sovereign good pleasure : and we see tlie ne* 
cessity there was of a Mediator, and how the way of life has 
been opened by him whom God has provided : and we see 
wherein a genuine compliance with the gospel does consist, 
and the nature of a trCie fsuth in Christ : and we see what is im- 
plied in the everlasting life that is promised to believers, and 
how &ith interests us in the promise, and how that the covenant 
is, in all things, well ordered and sure. And now there is a wide 
field opened for a large improvement, in many doctrinal and 
practical inferences and remarks. For, 

1. It is very natural to make the same observations here, 
with regard to a genuine compliance with the gospel^ as werc 
before made with respect to a real conformity to the knv : for, 
from what has been said, we may easily see wherein consists 
that life of faith in Christ, which true believers live — that all 
unregenerate men are entirely destitute of this true faith in 
Christ ; yea, diametrically opposite thereunto in the temper of 
their minds, and therefore cannot be brought to it but by the 



4S6 TRUE RELIGXOH DELXVBATXD, AKB 

almighty power and all-conquering grace of God-— dut tfiere is 
nodiing in them to move God to do tlu» for them, but evcty 
thing to the contrary — that God is at perfect liberty to bavt 
mercy on whom he will, according to his sovereign pleasure- 
that it is reasonable to think that the same sovereign good pleas- 
ure, which moves him to be the author, will move him to be 
the finisher of our faith — that true faith, being tfius speciiical* 
ly different from every counterfeit, may therefore be discerned 
and known, &c. But because I have already been larger than 
at first I designed, therefore I wUl omit these, and all other re- 
xnaiks which might be made ; and will conclude, 

2. With only diis one observation, viz. That if these diingi 
be true, which have been said concerning the nature of faith 
and thb way of salvation by free grace through Christ, and con- 
cerning that view of things wliichthe true betieverhas, then no- 
thing is more plain and evident than that the true believer must 
needs feel himselfto be under the strongest obligations possible 
to an entire devotedness to God, and a life of universal hoUne$9m 
Every thing meets, in that view of things which he has, to bind 
his soul lorevcr to the Lord. One main design of the gof^pel 
was to make men holy ; and it is, in its nature, perfectly well 
adapted to answer the end : For now all the natural obligations 
we are under to love God and live to him, are seen in a divine 
light ; such as arise from the infinite excellence of the di%'ine 
nature.... God's entire right to us and authority over us : and 
their binding nature is exhibited in a more striking and affect- 
ing m inner in the gospel than in the law ; — the cross of Christ 
gives a more lively representation of the infinite evil of sin than 
all the thunders of Mount Sinai : and a sight of our natural 
obligations arc attended v/ith a sense of all the additional sa- 
cred tics, arising iVom the infinite goodness of God to a guilty, 
ruined world, in providing a Savior....from the dying love of 
Christ....from the free gift of converting grace....from pardon- 
ing mcrcy....rrom God's covenant love and faithfulness, and 
from the raised expectations of eternal glor>' ; — all which must 
join to beget a right sense of sin, as being a thing, in it&elf, the 
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V ttnfity imreasonahle and wicked, as well as infinite^ diriiw 
fjenuous and ungrateful to God, and concur to make it af^iev 
«a the worst of evil8«..»the most to be hated, dreaded, watched* 
jand prajredagainst : And a humble heart, full of self-difl&dence, 
and under a sense of the divine all-sufficiency, and in a firm 
belieJF of thaJtruth of the gospel, will most naturally, and, as it 
. were, ccmtinually apply itself, by faith and prayer, to God 
through Christ, to be kept from all sin, and to be preserved to 
the heavenly kingdom : so that those views which the true be* 
liever has, Ibve the strongest tendency to universal holiness, 
and do naturally lay a solid foundation for it. And those views 
are not only maintained in a greater or less degree, from day 
to day, by the gracious influence of the holy spirit, which dwells 
in them ; but are increasing and brightening through the course 
of their lives : so that as the grand design of the gospel is to 
make men holy, so it is pefecdy well adapted, in its nature, 
to answer the end : And therefore he that U bom of God m^ 
netk not ; and how shall xve^ that are dead to sin^ live any lonm 
ger therein ? And such like scriptures must, in the nature of 
things,be found tobe true,inthe experienceof every real believer. 
Nor can any but graceless hypocrites be emboldened, by the 
. doctrines of free grace, to sin, as it were, upon free cost ; and 
a double vengeance will they pull down upon their guilty heads. 
Particularly, the whole frame and tenor of the gospel natu« 
rally tends to excite us to an universal benevolence to mankind, 
in imitation of the infinite goodness of the divine nature — ^and 
even to bebenevcdent and kind to the evil and unthankful, and 
to those in whom there is no motive to excite our good will, 
but much to the contrary— and to love our enemies, and bless 
them that curse us, and do good to them that hate us, and pray 
for them that despitefully use us and persecute us. It is im« 
possible, when we see the infinite beauty of the self-moving 
goodness of the divine nature, as exercised in the whole affair 
of our redemption and salvation, towards creatures so infinite- 
ly vile, unworthy and ilMeserving, but that we should love that 
^orious goodness, and be changed into the same image, and 
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have it hecotae BRtunl to iit 'to lore 
iDpiries, and be Hke God. A tnalknus christ 
UevcTj is the greatest'conttsdlcdoii aodthe most i 

That which has had no tmall hand in I 
ef grace into contempt in the woild, as tending to \ 
Is partly because they have not been ri^dy i 
pardy through the wicked lives of graceless by 
have made a high profession. What remains no^, therefore, 
but that the people of God» by holy and exemplarybves^ should 
convince the world that these are dbctrineB accoratk to godU* 
nesa ? ^ 

I beseech yew, t/tereforc, by the mercies ofGody that yepreseni 
youraehes a lixfing sacrifice^ iioly and acceptable to God^ vMch 
is your reasonable service : for you are not your own^ but bought 
with a price-^^^oid that notof siher and gold^but of the precious 
blood ofUie Son of God; and therefore live no more to yourselves^ 
but to him that died for you : And be ye followers ofGodaadear 
children. Blessed be God for the umpeakabk gift of his Son. 
Amek. 



THE END. 
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